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Causes backlash against prosecutors who 
worked on the case, Page 3

Facebook’s recent ban of the 85-year 
old leader of the Nation of Islam 
drew calls for boycotts of Facebook, 
postings of Farrakhan that went viral 
and talk of creating an independent 
Black social media portal.   

“WHEN THEY 
SEE US”

The most-watched series 
on Netflix in the U.S 
since its premier
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO VOTE

The T-Shirt worn by former 
Pittsburg Steelers Le’Veon Bell 
targeting Vice Pres Harris, 
quickly ignited outrage on social 
media, sparking accusations 
of misogyny and disrespect 
toward Black women.

VULGAR 
REMARKS

ON A T-SHIRT
“TRUMP OR  
THE TRAMP”
IGNITES OUTRAGE
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2 Biden-Harris announces more pathways 
to student debt forgiveness

This new initiative comes as the 
Biden-Harris Administration con-
tinues to press forward with efforts 
to alleviate student debt despite 
significant opposition from MAGA 
Republicans and setbacks imposed 
by the U.S. Supreme Court.

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA 
Newswire)

The Biden-Harris Administra-
tion has announced new pro-
posed regulations to expand 

student debt relief, potentially 
impacting around 8 million bor-
rowers facing financial hardship. 
The proposal, introduced by the 
U.S. Department of Education, 
would allow the Secretary of Ed-
ucation to forgive loans in cases 
where borrowers are unlikely to 
repay due to severe hardship or 
where continued collection costs 
are deemed unjustified.

“For far too long, our broken 
student loan system has made it 
too hard for borrowers experienc-
ing heartbreaking and financially 
devastating hardships to access 
relief, and it’s not right,” said Edu-
cation Secretary Miguel Cardona. 
The proposed rules, developed 
through a negotiated rulemaking 
session in early 2024, outline two 
pathways for relief: automatic loan 
forgiveness based on predictive 
data for at-risk borrowers and 
an application-based process for 
those with persistent financial 
struggles. If finalized, the new 
rules would ensure lasting support 
for some of the most financially 
vulnerable Americans, including 
many Pell Grant recipients.

This new initiative comes as the 
Biden-Harris Administration con-
tinues to press forward with efforts 
to alleviate student debt despite 

significant opposition from MAGA 
Republicans and setbacks imposed 
by the U.S. Supreme Court. In pre-
vious moves to support students 
and families, the Administration 
secured a $900 increase to the 
maximum Pell Grant award—the 
largest in a decade—and estab-
lished protections against career 
programs that leave graduates 
with unsustainable debt.

In addition to these efforts, 
nearly 5 million borrowers have al-
ready received debt relief through 
various targeted programs. The 

measures include $74 billion for 
over a million borrowers under 
Public Service Loan Forgiveness 
(PSLF), up from just 7,000 ap-
provals at the start of the Biden 
Administration; $56.5 billion for 
over 1.4 million borrowers under 
income-driven repayment plans, 
which addressed past administra-
tive issues and improper forbear-
ance practices; $28.7 billion for 
more than 1.6 million borrowers 
who attended schools that en-
gaged in fraudulent practices or 
abruptly closed; and $16.2 billion 

for close to 572,000 borrowers with 
permanent disabilities.

The Department of Education’s 
new proposal aims to provide two 
types of pathways to relief. The 
first would enable automatic for-
giveness for borrowers identified 
through data-driven assessments 
as likely to default within the next 
two years. The second, an applica-
tion-based option, would evaluate 
individual cases where hardship 
remains unaddressed by other 
repayment options.

The Department plans to pub-

lish these regulations in the Fed-
eral Register in the coming weeks 
and open a 30-day comment 
period on Regulations.gov. The 
Department aims to finalize the 
regulations in 2025, broadening 
debt relief options and providing 
vital support for millions of stu-
dent borrowers.

“President Biden, Vice President 
Harris, and I will not stop fighting 
to deliver student debt relief and 
create a fairer, more just, and more 
affordable student loan system for 
all borrowers,” Cardona stated.

Stress levels soar as Americans fear election 
violence, threat to democracy, study

Conducted by The Harris Poll, 
the survey highlights the pervasive 
anxiety triggered by political and 
societal concerns.

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA 
Newswire)

A new Stress in America poll by 
the American Psychological 
Association (APA) reveals 

that Americans are under immense 
stress as the 2024 U.S. presidential 
election approaches, with over 
70% fearing that the election 
results could lead to violence. 
Conducted by The Harris Poll, the 
survey highlights the pervasive 
anxiety triggered by political and 
societal concerns.

The poll shows that 77% of 
adults cite concerns about the 
nation’s future as their top stress-
or, followed closely by economic 
worries (73%), and the upcoming 
election itself (69%). Stress-related 
to the election had risen slightly 
compared to 2020, when 68% of 
respondents expressed concern, 
and significantly from 2016, when 
only 52% reported similar stress 
levels.

Worry about the potential 
fallout from the election is wide-

spread, with 72% of adults fearing 
that the results could lead to vio-
lence and 56% concerned that the 
2024 election could mark the end 
of democracy in the U.S. “What 
sets the 2024 poll apart from 
previous APA election surveys is 
the collective stress about the 
potential fallout from the election 
results,” said APA CEO Arthur C. 
Evans.

The survey also identified ad-
ditional stressors affecting Amer-
icans, with 62% citing U.S. politics 
as a significant source of stress, 
55% pointing to healthcare, and 
54% to crime. Concerns about the 
environment (51%) and global ten-
sions (51%) are also significant. Is-
sues like housing costs (65%), mass 
shootings (63%), and the spread of 
false information (62%) continue to 

add to the nation’s anxiety.
Political divisions impact per-

sonal relationships, with 32% of 
adults reporting that the political 
climate has strained family ties and 
30% limiting their time with family 
members due to differing values. 
Many are contemplating significant 
changes in response to political 
tensions—41% have considered 
moving to a different country, while 

39% are considering relocating to 
another state.

Despite the overwhelming anx-
iety, some respondents feel hope. 
Sixty-one percent feel optimistic 
that the election will bring about 
positive change, and 59% believe it 
could lead to a more inclusive soci-
ety. Voter turnout is expected to be 
strong, with 77% of respondents 
indicating they intend to vote in 
the 2024 presidential election. Ad-
ditionally, 51% said they feel more 
compelled to support causes they 
care about, up from 45% before the 
2020 election.

Mental health experts have 
offered advice on coping with elec-
tion-related stress. Psychiatrist Dr. 
Sue Varma recommended setting 
boundaries around social media 
use to limit exposure to constant 
news updates. “It’s really important 
to carve out sacred spaces through-
out your day where you don’t have 
constant notifications,” Varma said 
in a CBS News interview.

Evans added that the stress is 
real and palpable, “and what’s strik-
ing is that concerns about the 2024 
election, potential violence, and 
threats to democracy are shared 
across the political spectrum.”
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Le’Veon Bell faces backlash over offensive t-shirt and 
Trump rally appearance

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Former Pittsburgh Steelers 
running back Le’Veon Bell is 
under fire after attending a rally 

for Donald Trump in Pennsylvania, 
where he sported an offensive 
T-shirt targeting Vice President 
Kamala Harris. The shirt, which fea-
tured images of Trump and Harris 
with the caption “Trump or the 
Tramp,” quickly ignited outrage on 
social media, sparking accusations 
of misogyny and disrespect toward 
Black women.

The rally, held on October 19 
at Arnold Palmer Regional Airport 
in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, saw 
Bell attending alongside another 
former Steelers player, Antonio 
Brown, who delivered a speech 
endorsing Trump. While Bell’s only 
verbal contribution to the event 
was a brief cheer for Trump, the 
shirt he wore—and later proudly 
posted on social media—became 

the focal point of the controversy.
As the image of Bell wearing 

the shirt circulated online, many 
were quick to condemn his actions. 
Critics accused him of engaging in 
self-hating behavior and perpetu-
ating harmful stereotypes. One X 
user blasted Bell for disrespecting 
Harris, writing, “You wanna support 
Trump. Go ahead. That’s your right. 
But you can support him without 
disrespecting a Black woman and 
calling her out her name.”

Bakari Sellers, a former South 
Carolina state representative and 
CNN political commentator, also 
weighed in, expressing disappoint-
ment in Bell’s actions. “Support 
who you want,” Sellers tweeted, 
“But a Black woman birthed you 
and your disrespect is crazy…. 
you’re a whole clown.” He joined 
a chorus of voices calling out the 
NFL star for what they saw as an 
egregious display of sexism and 
self-hate.

Other commenters pointed 
to Bell’s personal life as fodder for 
criticism, noting the irony of him 
labeling Harris a “tramp” while re-
portedly having multiple children 
with different women. One user 
responded, “You and Donald Trump 
have MAKING BABIES in common 
because he has 5 by 3 different 
women, but you have 7 by 6 so 
who’s actually the TRAMP?” The 
harsh words reflected a broader 
sense of frustration with Bell’s pub-
lic persona and his political choices.

In addition to the backlash 
over the T-shirt, Bell shared pho-
tos and videos from the event 

on social media, including a post 
showing him posing with Trump. 
The responses to these posts were 
equally scathing, with followers 
calling him a “sellout” and ques-
tioning his judgment. Some even 
speculated that Bell’s behavior 
could be attributed to chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy (CTE), 
a brain condition linked to head 
injuries in football players.

While Bell remained largely 
silent during the rally, Brown took 
center stage, leading the crowd in 
a Steelers chant before launching 
into a tirade against Harris and 
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz. 

Brown’s comments, including a 
bizarre claim that Walz and Harris 
want to “put tampons in the boys’ 
bathroom,” further fueled the rally’s 
inflammatory rhetoric.

The appearance of Bell and 
Brown at the rally—and their 
association with Trump—has left 
a bitter taste for many fans, who 
are now questioning the athletes’ 
political affiliations and public 
behavior. Despite the controversy, 
Bell has shown no signs of walking 
back his endorsement of the for-
mer president, even as criticism 
continues to mount across social 
media platforms.

2024 Presidential Election on a 
knife’s edge as early votes pour in

Early voting data has begun to 
shed light on which states might see 
the most significant shifts—and, in 
some cases, repeat the razor-thin 
margins of 2020.

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA 
Newswire)

With the 2024 presidential 
election just two weeks 
away, early voting is surg-

ing nationwide as both parties 
make their final push to secure 
crucial ballots. Early voting data 
has begun to shed light on which 
states might see the most signif-
icant shifts—and, in some cases, 
repeat the razor-thin margins of 
2020. While Independent and 
other voters are mostly excluded 
from the figures, pollsters warn 
that party affiliation doesn’t neces-
sarily determine who early voters 
are casting their ballots for.

National Early Voting Trends: 
Key Battlegrounds in Focus

Across the nation, more than 
15 million mail-in and early in-per-
son votes have already been cast. 
Among these early votes, 46% 
come from registered Demo-
crats, 36% from Republicans, and 
18% from other parties. The early 
voting push comes as Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris’s campaign 
encourages Democratic voters 
to take advantage of mail-in and 
early voting to lock in ballots well 
before Election Day, counter-
ing the traditionally lower early 
voting rates among Democratic 
voters in past elections. Despite 
initially criticizing early voting, the 
twice-impeached former President 
Donald Trump’s campaign has 
urged Republicans to vote early, 
apparently recognizing its critical 
role in battleground states.

In Georgia, where Biden nar-
rowly defeated Trump in 2020, 
early voting has seen 1,691,298 
ballots cast so far. The partisan split 
is tight, with 49% from Republicans 
and 46% from Democrats, reflect-
ing how crucial the state remains 
in the 2024 contest.

Wisconsin, another battle-
ground where Biden edged out 
Trump in 2020, has seen 326,124 
early votes, with Democrats ac-
counting for 40% and Republicans 
just 19%. In Michigan, where Biden 
won by a margin of 50.6% to 47.8% 
in the last election, 1,031,654 early 
votes have been cast, with 54% 
from Democrats and 36% from 
Republicans.

Pennsylvania, pivotal in Biden’s 
2020 victory, has already seen 
921,720 early votes, with 64% from 
Democrats and 27% from Repub-
licans. Nevada, another state that 
helped seal Biden’s win in 2020, has 
logged 247,738 early votes, with 
a breakdown of 40% Democrats, 
35% Republicans, and 25% from 
other voters.

The Toss-Up Nature of the 2024 
Election

Polling data, including a Wash-
ington Post-Schar School survey, 
shows that Harris and Trump are 
locked in a dead heat, with each 
receiving 47% support from regis-
tered voters. Among likely voters, 
Harris holds a slight 1-point lead 
at 49%, compared to Trump’s 
48%. This trend mirrors the tight 
electoral battles seen in these bat-
tleground states, where margins of 
victory could come down to just a 
few thousand votes, as they did 
in 2020.

“I think this election will break 
at the end,” veteran Democratic 
strategist James Carville stated. 
“Someone will carry the swing 
states, and that will decide it,” 

Carville said, adding, “Whoever 
breaks those states 5-2 or 6-1 
will not only take the presidency; 
they’ll likely do well in the House 
and Senate too.”

The Shadow of Project 2025
While much of the focus is on 

the election itself, the looming in-
fluence of Project 2025, a Heritage 
Foundation initiative to reshape 
the federal government, has gar-
nered attention. The initiative, 
which has strong ties to Trump’s 
first administration, is conservative 
in ideology. Despite Trump’s claims 
that he has no connection to the 
project, analysis has revealed that 
well over half of the 307 authors 
and contributors to the “Mandate 
for Leadership,” the document 
guiding Project 2025, served in 

Trump’s administration or during 
his campaign.

The policy proposals outlined 
in Project 2025 aim to overhaul key 
aspects of the federal government, 
including dramatically reshaping 
regulatory frameworks, reducing 
the size of government, and revers-
ing many policies implemented by 
the Biden administration. Critics 
have pointed out that the proj-
ect could significantly alter how 
federal agencies operate, and its 
influence could expand should 
Trump return to the White House.

“This race is a long way from 
decided,” added Carville, who not-
ed he has “a feeling” Harris will win. 
“But one thing’s clear—whoever 
breaks those states is going to take 
the presidency.”



Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a 

O
bs

er
ve

r 
•  

O
ct

ob
er

 3
1 

– 
N

ov
em

be
r 

6,
 2

02
4,

  •
 P

hi
la

ob
se

rv
er

.c
om

4

In Memoriam
Ph

ila
de

lp
hi

a 
O

bs
er

ve
r 

• J
ul

y 
27

 - 
A

ug
us

t 2
, 2

02
3,

  •
 P

hi
la

ob
se

rv
er

.c
om

4

Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a 

O
bs

er
ve

r 
Ju

ne
 2

0 
– 

Ju
ne

 2
6,

 2
01

9 
Ph

ila
ob

se
rv

er
.c

om

2

The Philadelphia Observer (USPS 009-609), serving Metropolitan Philadelphia PA is published weekly  at 405 Lexington Avenue, 26th Floor, 
New York, NY 10174.  Phone 212-213-8585. Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY. POSTMASTER; send address changes 

to The Philadelphia Observer - 405 Lexington Avenue, 26th Floor, New York, NY 10174

Bernie Sanders sole candidate 
to address the Black Press at 
national convention

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent

Every major newspaper and 
news organization in the 
country has labeled the 

Black vote crucial to success in 
the 2020 presidential election, 
and statistics show that African 
Americans are 60% more likely 
to utilize and trust print-related 
resources for information than 
the general public.

However, of the 24 candi-
dates seeking the Democratic 
nomination for president, Sen-
ator Bernie Sanders (I-VT ) is 
the only one that has agreed to 
address key influencers of the 
African American community 
— the Black Press of America 
— at the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s (NNPA) 
annual convention later this 
month in Cincinnati, Ohio.

It’s no secret that Sanders 
has work to do to get his cam-
paign message through to Afri-
can Americans. “We thought we 
could do respectably in South 
Carolina, and we got decimat-
ed,” Sanders said in a campaign 
memo released earlier this year 
in which he discussed losing the 
Black vote to Hillary Clinton in 
South Carolina.

Clinton won an astonishing 
86 percent of South Carolina’s 
Black voters in 2016.

“This is our revolution,” said 
Sanders, who will speak during 
the NNPA Convention’s Lifetime 
Legacy Award Black Tie Gala, Fri-
day June 28that 7:30pm at The 
Westin Cincinnati Hotel. Also 
in attendance will be former 
Ohio State Senator Nina Turn-
er, a key surrogate for Sander’s 
2016 campaign and co-chair of 
his current campaign for the 
Democratic nomination and 
presidency.

The NNPA represents Black-
owned newspapers with mil-
lions of weekly readers across 
the country, including major 
markets l ike New York,  Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Wash-
ington, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Houston, Dallas, 
Baltimore, Chicago and all of the 
nation’s “swing” states.

“You’ve got to win Black 
voters to win the primary,” Law-
rence Moore, a former Sanders 
delegate to the Democratic 

National Convention, told NBC 
News.

“It took [Sanders] a while to 
grow into and learn the issues, 
but he’s willing to listen and 
understand, unlike other poli-
ticians,” Moore said.

I n  a  pol l  commissioned 
by The Black Economic Alli-
anceand conducted by Hart 
Researchand Brossard Research, 
Sanders currently trails former 
Vice President Joe Biden among 
Black voters.

The poll, which measured 
how enthusiastic Black voters 
are about the Democratic presi-
dential candidates, showed that 
76 percent of respondents said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Biden; 64 percent said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Sanders who finished 
ahead of Sens. Kamala Harris 
of California (53 percent) and 
Cory Booker of New Jersey (43 
percent).

African Americans surveyed 
said affordable healthcare, col-
lege and the creation of more 
jobs with good benefits, were 
most important.

Sanders has openly reached 
out to African American leaders 
like NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson and others, where 
he’s discussed the economic 
climate, voter suppression, 
jobs and other issues facing the 
Black community.

In addition to Sanders’ cam-
paign office, NNPA Newswire has 
contacted each of the remaining 
24 Democratic presidential can-
didates for comment, including 
Biden, Harris, Booker, and Texas’ 
Beto O’Rourke, Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren and Kirsten Gillibrand.

“The path to economic se-
curity is rocky for families in 
America but that path is even 
rockier for Black families who 
have stared down decades of 
government sponsored dis-
crimination and institutional 
racism,” Sen. Warren told NNPA 
Newswire in an email.

“ This campaign is about 
making our government and 
our economy work for everyone 
and Black Americans will be on 
the frontlines of that conversa-
tion. The Black Press of America 
and its journalists are an inte-
gral part of how we make our 
democracy work,” Warren said.

Democrats hold hearing 
on white supremacy
The House Oversight subcommittee on 
civil rights and civil liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Supremacy: Adequacy 
of the Federal Response,” reportedly is 
the latest effort by Democrats to spotlight 
ways they say the Trump administration 
has systematically cut back on resources 
used to address threats from domestic 
extremists even as the FBI has reported a 
30 percent to 40 percent rise in domestic 
terrorism cases just since October.

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia

House Democrats on Tues-
day, June 4, grilled officials 
from the FBI and Depart-

ment of Homeland Security 
during a hearing focusing on 

how the Trump administration 
is addressing the growing threat 
of violent white supremacist 
groups.

The House Oversight Sub-
committee on Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Suprem-
acy: Adequacy of the Federal 

Response,” reportedly is the 
latest  effor t  by Democrats 
to spotl ight ways they say 
the Trump administration has 
systematically cut back on re-
sources used to address threats 
from domestic extremists even 
as the FBI has reported a 30 
percent to 40 percent rise in 
domestic terrorism cases just 
since October.

The hearing included FBI 
Assistant Director for Coun-
terterrorism Michael McGar-
rity, FBI Deputy Assistant Di-
rector for Criminal Investiga-
tions Calvin Shivers and DHS 
assistant secretary Elizabeth 
Neumann.

Democratic committee mem-
bers have said they would press 
those members of Trump’s cab-
inet on their “budgets and al-
locations of personnel, data 
collection practices, and strategic 
plans” to address threats from 
white supremacists.

Jobless Rate Increases for Black Men
By Frederick H. Lowe, 

NorthStarNewsToday.com

(TriceEdneyWire.com)–It was 
a new month for jobs data and 
things had gotten worse for 
Black men.

Businesses added 98,000 jobs 
in March, lower than predicted, 
and black men 20 years old and 
older continued to suffer from 
the nation’s highest unemploy-
ment rate.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics reported that the jobless 
rate for black men in March was 
8.2 percent up from 7.8 percent 

in February.
This compares with a March 

jobless rate of 3.6 percent for 
white men, down from 3.8 per-
cent February.

The March jobless rate for 
Hispanic men was 4.5 percent, 
down from 4.6 percent in Feb-
ruary.

There wasn’t any comparable 
data for Asian men 20 years old 
and older. Overall, Asians have 
the nation’s lowest jobless rate 
of 3.3 percent.

Nationwide, employment in-
creased in professional business 
services and mining services but 

the retail trade lost 30,000 jobs.
America’s unemployment rate 

declined to 4.5 percent, a drop of 
0.2 percentage points.
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Federal judge sets trial date 
for former president Trump’s 
classified documents case

The decision arrived follow-
ing what’s been described as a 
contentious hearing at the fed-
eral courthouse in Fort Pierce, 
Fla., where prosecutors from 
the special counsel’s team and 
lawyers representing Trump 
clashed over the trial’s timing.

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire

Judge Aileen M. Cannon has 
rejected former President Don-
ald Trump’s request to delay his 

confidential documents trial until 
after the 2024 election.

Instead, Cannon announced 
on Friday that the trial date for 
the charges of illegally retaining 
dozens of classified documents will 
begin on May 20, 2024.

The decision arrived following 
what’s been described as a con-
tentious hearing at the federal 
courthouse in Fort Pierce, Fla., 
where prosecutors from the spe-
cial counsel’s team and lawyers 
representing Trump clashed over 
the trial’s timing.

The judge took a middle posi-
tion, pushing the start date past 
the Justice Department’s request 
for a trial in December but refusing 
to postpone it after the 2024 elec-
tion, as Trump had hoped.

Trump is the front-runner for 
the GOP presidential nomination.

Cannon clarified that the trial 
would not be moved to another 
location.

Her scheduling order includes 
a series of hearings throughout 
the remainder of this year and into 
next year, with a particular focus 
on handling the classified material 
central to the case.

Trump’s legal obligations to 
attend court likely intersect with 
his campaign schedule, making 
the case highly consequential.

Trump made his initial court 
appearance on Tuesday, June 13, 
where he pleaded not guilty to 37 
charges related to the alleged mis-
handling of classified documents.

The charges brought against 
Trump involve the illegal retention 
of national defense information 
and the concealment of docu-
ments, with potential violations of 
witness-tampering laws during the 
ongoing investigation.

Trump’s close aide, Walt Nauta, 
also faces charges related to a 
conspiracy to obstruct the fed-
eral investigation. Nauta has also 
pleaded not guilty.

The former president is also 
facing more than 30 felony charges 
related to alleged financial crimes 
in New York, and prosecutors in 
Georgia have seated a grand jury to 
determine whether to indict Trump 
on charges related to obstructing 
the 2020 presidential election.

Jack Smith, the special coun-
sel, has also empaneled a federal 
grand jury in Washington where 
Trump acknowledged receipt this 
week of a target letter implying 
that he could be indicted on 
charges related to the January 6, 
2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol.

Florida Board of Education Approves 
Anti-Black History Curriculum

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA 
Newswire)

Florida’s Board of Education 
voted to approve several new 
rules this week, including 

teaching that African Americans 
benefited from their enslavement.

The new curriculum has sparked 
outrage and accusations of racism, 
setting up a new school year unlike 
any other because of these chang-
es and other laws passed by state 
lawmakers and signed by Gov. Ron 
DeSantis.

One of the most controversial 
rules drawing significant pushback 
is the alteration of the standards of 
instruction for African American 
history.

Critics argue that the new 
standards attempt to rewrite Black 
history in a deeply concerning 
manner.

Democratic state lawmakers 
made their objections known at 
the board’s meeting on July 19, 
expressing particular concern over 
one instructional change implying 
enslaved individuals benefited from 
their enslavement.

“Any kind of standards that in-
dicate that slavery benefited Black 
people is such an insult,” said State 
Rep. Rita Harris.

Added Rep. Anna Eskamani, 
“The notion that enslaved people 
benefited from being enslaved is 
inaccurate and a scary standard 
for us to establish in our education 
system.”

The new rule faced additional 
opposition from a coalition of 
Black leaders and community 
groups, who wrote a letter to the 
school board asserting that the 
standards intentionally omitted 
or distorted crucial historical facts 

about the Black experience.
Despite the widespread criti-

cism, the board plans to implement 
the new rule on African American 
history instruction, along with sev-
eral others, in classrooms across the 
state during the upcoming school 
year.

The move adds to the state’s 
ongoing debate over African Amer-
ican history in education, further 
exacerbated by the education de-
partment’s rejection of a prelimi-
nary pilot version of an Advanced 
Placement African American Studies 
course for high school students, 
citing an alleged lack of educational 
value.

Under the new standards im-
posed by the board and DeSantis, 
teachers will instruct middle school 
students about how enslaved peo-
ple developed skills they could use 
to benefit themselves.

The curriculum omits the brutal 
horrors of slavery, the inhumane 
treatment of African Americans, 
including the rape and torture 

of enslaved people, selling and 
separating families, and even the 
brutal mistreatment of children 
and babies.

The new curriculum will teach 
high school students about events 
like the 1920 Ocoee massacre, the 
deadliest Election Day violence in 
US history that began when white 
poll workers prevented Moses 
Norman, a Black landowner, from 
voting.

The rule stipulates that instruc-
tions also must include details about 
the Atlanta race massacre, the Tulsa 
race massacre, and the Rosewood 
race massacre.

“Our children deserve nothing 
less than truth, justice, and the 
equity our ancestors shed blood, 
sweat, and tears for,” NAACP Presi-
dent Derrick Johnson stated.

“It is imperative that we under-
stand that the horrors of slavery 
and Jim Crow were a violation 
of human rights and represent 
the darkest period in American 
history.”

President Biden to sign proclamation establishing national 
monument honoring Emmett Till

Named the “Emmett Till 
and Mamie Till-Mobley Na-
tional Monument,” the historic 
memorial will span three sites 
in Illinois and Mississippi, 
symbolizing locations that 
played a central role in Till’s 
heartbreaking story.

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire

President Joe Biden plans 
to sign a proclamation on 
Tuesday, July 25, establishing 

a national monument honoring 
Emmett Till, the 14-year-old Black 
teenager whose tragic lynching in 
1955 ignited a nationwide outcry 
against racial injustice and dis-
crimination.

Named the “Emmett Till and 
Mamie Till-Mobley National Mon-
ument,” the historic memorial will 
span three sites in Illinois and 
Mississippi, symbolizing locations 
that played a central role in Till’s 
heartbreaking story.

“The new monument will pro-
tect places that tell the story of 
Emmett Till’s too-short life and 

racially motivated murder, the un-
just acquittal of his murderers, and 
the activism of his mother, Mamie 
Till-Mobley, who courageously 
brought the world’s attention to 
the brutal injustices and racism of 
the time, catalyzing the civil rights 
movement,” White House officials 
explained.

The three sites that will be part 
of the monument are the Roberts 
Temple Church of God in Christ in 
Chicago, where Till’s mother held 
an open-casket funeral to display 
her son’s brutalized body; Graball 
Landing in Tallahatchie County, 
Mississippi, believed to be the loca-
tion where Till’s body was retrieved 
from the Tallahatchie River; and 
the Tallahatchie County Second 
District Courthouse in Sumner, 
Mississippi, where Till’s murderers 
were acquitted.

Till’s tragic story unfolded in 
August 1955 while visiting rela-
tives in Mississippi.

Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam, two 
white men, allegedly kidnapped, 
brutally beat, and lynched him 
for allegedly whistling at a white 

woman.
The men’s trial, which occurred 

before an all-white jury, ended in 
their acquittal, sparking outrage 
and disbelief nationwide.

However, in a later interview 
with Look Magazine, Bryant and 
Milam admitted their responsi-
bility for Till’s heinous murder, re-
vealing the justice system’s deeply 
flawed and biased nature during 
that era.

As Till’s story continued to 
gain national attention, the brave 
actions of his mother, Mamie 
Till-Mobley, became a driving force 
behind the Civil Rights Movement.

She insisted that her son’s 
casket remain open during the 
funeral, allowing the world to wit-
ness the brutality of racial violence 
and the stark realities of America’s 
rampant racism.

Photographs of Till’s battered 
and mutilated body were pub-
lished in Jet Magazine, impacting 
the collective consciousness, 
and mobilizing people across 
the nation to fight against racial 
injustice.

Earlier this year, Carolyn Bry-
ant Donham, the white woman 
whose false accusation against Till 
triggered the events leading to his 
lynching, died at the age of 88.

Donham passed away in West-
lake, Louisiana, while receiving 
hospice care, according to a death 
record from the Calcasieu Parish 
Coroner’s Office.

President Biden’s decision to 
establish the national monument 
is seen as crucial to acknowledging 
and preserving the painful history of 
racial violence in the United States.

By commemorating Emmett 
Till’s life and the legacy of his cou-
rageous mother, the monument 
will serve as a reminder of the 
immense sacrifices made by those 
who fought for civil rights, and it 
will stand as a beacon of hope and 
a call to action against ongoing 
injustices.

Administration officials said the 
Emmett Till and Mamie Till-Mobley 
National Monument would sym-
bolize resilience, progress, and the 
enduring fight for a more equitable 
society.

From page 3

Project 2025 will assault Black people 
first, then everybody else

By Barrington M. 
Salmon(TriceEdneyWire.com) 

News Analysis

The Heritage Foundation in 
Northeast Washington, DC is the 
architect of Project 2025.

If Donald Trump becomes pres-
ident again, African-Americans 
stand to lose the most. But so do 
women, other Black people, brown 
folks and immigrants – document-
ed and undocumented.

This is not a conjecture.
The Center for American Prog-

ress says Project 2025’s sweep-
ing tentacles would touch and 
influence just about every facet 
of American life with the goal of 
implementing “an authoritarian 
playbook that would destroy the 
system of checks and balances 
our forefathers designed when 
they sought freedom and popular 
sovereignty almost 250 years ago.

Their researchers continue, “In 
dissolving the American idea, the 
plan’s extremist policies would 
give far-right politicians, judges, 
and corporations more control 
over Americans’ lives.”

The LDF Thurgood Marshall 
Center concurs.  

“Project 2025 represents a 
direct and deliberate threat to 
Black communities across seven 
key areas addressed in this report: 
civil rights, education, political 
participation, the criminal legal 
system, housing, reproductive 
rights, and environmental pro-
tections,” Thurgood Marshall offi-
cials write. “At its core, it aims to 
dismantle essential agencies and 
regulations that protect civil rights 
while promoting anti-democratic 
and anti-justice initiatives that will 
weaponize civil rights enforcement 
by federal agencies. These propos-
als are designed to erode the very 
principles of equality, justice, and 
fairness that form the foundation 
of our democracy—and the im-
pact would be devastating.”

Trump’s animosity toward Black 
people is palpable. He has spoken 
with contempt and hatred toward 
African Americans and immigrants 
and he promises to fight against 
and reverse civil rights and social 
and economic gains African Amer-
icans enjoy – if he’s elected to a 
second term.

The former president is promis-
ing retribution for his enemies and 
said he will defend his fellow Re-
publicans who feel aggrieved and 
resentful of Civil rights, women’s 
equality, LGBTQ and trans rights 
and everything that has elevated 
non-white people since the 1960s. 

The vehicle Trump and throngs 
of far-right extremist supporters 
plan to use to drag the United 
States back is Project 2025, The 922-
page document describes in stark 
detail every element of the plan. 

Project 2025 is a sweeping 
rightwing blueprint orchestrated 
by the Heritage Foundation, a 
right-wing conservative think 
tank and the Koch Brothers, which 
finances far-right and libertarian 
causes. More than 100 far-right 
organizations, all funded by a vast 

and secretive dark money network, 
are the financial and ideological 
drivers behind this project.

“The actions of liberal politi-
cians in Washington have created 
a desperate need and unique 
opportunity for conservatives to 
start undoing the damage the Left 
has wrought and build a better 
country for all Americans in 2025,” 
the Project 2025 manifesto says. 
“It is not enough for conservatives 
to win elections. If we are going to 
rescue the country from the grip 
of the radical Left, we need both 
a governing agenda and the right 
people in place, ready to carry this 
agenda out on day one of the next 
conservative administration.”

Project 2025 plans to privatize 
government functions, deregulate 
targeted industries, cut taxes for 
the most wealthy and American 
corporations and help the oli-
garchs churn out money at the 
expense of American workers, the 
middle class and everyone else 
who’re lower on the food chain.

Project 2025 and Trump’s Agen-
da 47 – another radical Republican 
scheme that embodies many of the 
Project 2025 proposals – touches 
everything from reproductive 
healthcare, access to abortions and 
abortion rights, general healthcare, 
labor, schools, labor unions, educa-
tion and workers’ overtime. It would 
redirect more unchecked power 
into the presidency, use every 
mechanism and lever available in 
government to dismantle demo-
cratic institutions, while jettisoning 
America’s middle class, working 
class and the working poor.

USA Today explains that the plan 
calls for the overhaul of several fed-
eral government agencies, including 
the FBI. It would allow limited access 
to abortion pills; repeal aspects of 
the Affordable Care Act; push the 
Food and Drug Administration to 
reverse approval of abortion pills; 
and further empower Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement to round 
up, detain and deport as many as 20 
million legal and undocumented 
immigrants.

Family Compassion, an orga-
nization committed to strength-

ening American families and the 
institutional and social frameworks 
that support them, warns of the 
dangers Project 2025 poses.

“Project 2025 presents a grim 
outlook for American families 
and the fundamental values and 
freedoms that exist today.  The 
plan will drastically cut budgets 
to critical support programs, likely 
leading to widespread financial in-
stability, health crises, educational 
setbacks, housing insecurity, and 
food shortages,” agency officials 
said.

While acting as “a mandate 
to foster economic growth and 
enhance national security, Project 
2025 poses a significant threat 
to the stability and well-being of 
countless families across the na-
tion,” officials warned. “If successful, 
the project is likely to lead to dev-
astating consequences for existing 
programs and policies that provide 
essential support to families.”

The far-right slate of propos-
als “will undercut the American 
Dream for another entire genera-
tion. And it will have our govern-
ment turn its back on hundreds 
of thousands of innocent people 
in vulnerable situations, which is 
exactly the opposite of what our 
faith calls us to do.” 

H a r o l d  M e y e r s o n ,  e d i-
tor-at-large at The American Pros-
pect, in a commentary titled, “The 
Far-Right has a Plan to Remake 
America. They Even Wrote It Down,” 
said the far-right cabal has com-
piled an extensive enemies’ list that 
includes “welfare recipients, lazy 
and liberal civil servants, anti-busi-
ness regulators, environmentalists, 
and union bosses, “scientists, woke 
bureaucrats, woke educators, 
woke diplomats, woke generals 
and admirals, woke G-men, and 
anyone who doesn’t indulge the 
next Republican president’s every 
whim (an adaptation to the likeli-
hood of a Trump nomination).”

Project 2025 organizers are said 
to have 55,000 Trump loyalists ready 
to step into civil service positions 
if Trump regains the White House. 
The Project 2025 document calls 
for “Those in charge in the incom-

ing administration are prepared to 
purge those deemed disloyal after 
identifying and interviewing “every 
Treasury Department official who 
participated in its DEI (diversity, 
equity, and inclusion) activities and 
programs, and make such activi-
ty ‘“per se grounds for termination 
of employment.”’

Trump and conservative Re-
publicans are openly hostile to ed-
ucation and what is taught at tra-
ditional colleges and universities, 
characterizing it as anti-American 
and politically motivated.

Of particular concern is the 
planned evisceration of the US De-
partment of Education and the tradi-
tional public school system coupled 
with the elevation of school choice 
and voucher programs for private 
schools. Republicans would cut 
federal funding for public schools, 
including Title I and Head Start 
programs wish would affect millions 
of students, particularly those in 
low-income communities.

According to The Washington 
Monthly, “Project 2025, from pages 
319 to 361, envisions a transformed 
higher education system in which 
the federal government strips re-
sources from traditional liberal arts 
colleges and universities, politicizes 
college curricula; privatizes stu-
dent loan programs; and weakens 
protections against race discrimi-
nation, sex discrimination, sexual 
harassment, and sexual assault.”

Democrats have for months 
publicized and put a spotlight on 
Project 2025. And Trump has been 
trying to dance away, pretending 
to be completing unaware of the 
plan and claiming in a number of 
social media posts that he doesn’t 
know the people behind the plan 
and insists that the group doesn’t 
speak for him.

Try as he may, the numbers 
don’t lie. A recent CNN report 
shows that at least 140 people who 
were in the Trump administration 
were involved with Project 2025 to 
varying degrees.

Critics say this radical policy 
agenda would position each as-
pect of government to dismantle 
democracy and pull the rug out 

from under America’s middle class.
Some areas that are threatened 

by Project 2025:
Civil rights: A new Trump ad-

ministration would destroy all 
affirmative action policies as a way 
to fight the scourge of “anti-white 
racism.” Trump’s DOJ Civil Rights 
Division would also “prosecute 
all state and local governments, 
institutions of higher education, 
corporations, and any other private 
employers” with affirmative action 
or DEI policies. The DOJ would also 
go after “voter registration fraud 
and unlawful ballot correction,” 
and any policies that discriminate 
against White people.

Education: Including eliminat-
ing the Department of Education, 
the plan would roll back the Biden 
administration’s student debt 
relief efforts which have elimi-
nated about $138 billion worth 
of student loan debt so far. Black 
borrowers would bear the brunt 
of any large-scale debt reversal.

E c o n o m i c  S u p p o r t  P r o-
grams: Project 2025 would po-
tentially significantly undermine 
economic support programs that 
families depend on. The Child Tax 
Credit, a program crucial to re-
ducing child poverty, faces severe 
cuts or elimination through the 
reallocation of resources.

Higher Taxes for Middle Class 
Families: Project 2025’s playbook 
includes plans to increase taxes for 
middle class families and allow em-
ployers to stop paying overtime. 

Regulations on Contraception 
and Life Saving Reproductive 
Care: Project 2025 would remove 
some forms of emergency contra-
ception from no-cost coverage. 
The Affordable Care Act would 
be rescinded, removing coverage 
of preventive services, including 
all FDA-approved birth control 
methods and counseling, without 
copayments, coinsurance, or de-
ductible. Almost 48 million women 
of reproductive age would lose 
their guaranteed no-cost access 
to emergency contraception. 
Project 2025 would remove this 
much-needed option, severely 
undermining couples’ ability to 
expand their families. 

Health care: Project 2025 would 
dismantle the Affordable Care Act 
and allow states to impose work 
requirements on Medicaid, a fed-
eral program which helps those 
in the low-income bracket. Some 
states are preparing to restructure 
Medicaid, in anticipation of Trump 
winning in November.

Black Civil Rights and civil so-
ciety organizations have sounded 
the alarm:

“Our democracy stands at 
a crossroads: a path of infinite 
promise towards a more inclusive, 
equitable, and durable democra-
cy on the one hand, and one of 
immeasurable and, potentially, 
irretrievable demise on the other,” 
said Jania Nelson, the NAACP Legal 
Defense Fund’s eighth President 
and Director-Counsel. “The assault 
on Black communities envisioned 
by Project 2025 will almost certain-
ly condemn us to demise.”
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Trump presidency was used as a platform 
for personal financial gain, report

The report details how Trump’s 
Washington, D.C., hotel regularly 
overcharged the Secret Service while 
agents protected him, his family, and 
foreign dignitaries—a practice that 
Democrats say violated the Con-
stitution’s Domestic Emoluments 
Clause.

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA 
Newswire)

A newly released report from 
House Democrats reveals 
how Donald Trump’s presi-

dency became a platform for per-
sonal financial gain. The twice-im-
peached former president alleged-
ly profited from the U.S. Secret 
Service and other government 
entities that paid inflated rates at 
his properties.

The report details how Trump’s 
Washington, D.C., hotel regularly 
overcharged the Secret Service 
while agents protected him, his 
family, and foreign dignitaries—a 
practice that Democrats say vio-
lated the Constitution’s Domestic 
Emoluments Clause.

From September 2017 to Au-
gust 2018, Trump’s hotel in Wash-
ington billed the Secret Service 
for more than 200 rooms over 50 
separate nights. The rates charged 
were often far above the autho-
rized government per diem, with 
the report highlighting multiple 
instances where the Secret Service 
paid 300% or more than standard 
rates. In one case, during a stay 
by Eric Trump and his wife, Lara 
Trump, in November 2017, the 
Secret Service was charged $600 
per room, while the per diem 
was $201. On the same night, 
other guests paid significantly 
less, including a Chinese business 
interest.

“These payments reveal hun-
dreds of unconstitutional and 
ethically suspect transactions 

Trump accepted while in office 
from domestic sources—including 
a federal agency, numerous federal 
and state officials, and individuals 
who sought and frequently ob-
tained federal offices as well as 
presidential pardons,” the report 
states.

Secret Service Overcharges and 
Pay-to-Play Allegations

The report highlights how 
Trump’s hotel treated the Secret 
Service as a “captive customer,” re-
peatedly overcharging the agency 
even as Trump’s children publicly 
claimed that government staff 
stayed at his properties “for free” 
or “at cost.” The reality, according 
to the report, was quite different. 
In one February 2018 incident, the 
Secret Service was charged $895 
per room to protect Eric Trump 
during his stay, while the per 
diem rate was just $201—a 450% 
markup.

Moreover, the report shows 
that Trump’s hotels often charged 
the Secret Service more than other 
guests, including foreign dignitar-
ies. On the same night that Eric 
Trump stayed in February 2018, 
the Qatari royal family was billed 
significantly less for their rooms, 
with some paying as little as $280.

The report also emphasizes 
the more significant implications 
of these financial transactions. 
In addition to overcharging the 
Secret Service, Trump’s businesses 
benefited from payments made by 
federal and state officials, individ-
uals seeking political favors, and 
convicted criminals hoping for 
presidential pardons. Among the 
30 examples of these payments 
highlighted in the report, more 
than half involved current federal 
or state officials using taxpayer 
funds to stay at Trump’s hotel, 
potentially violating the Domestic 
Emoluments Clause.

One instance involves Malaysian 
Prime Minister Najib Razak, whose 
delegation stayed at the Trump 
International Hotel in Washington 
in September 2017, racking up 
charges of more than $248,000 
during their visit. The Department 
of Justice was investigating a ma-
jor corruption scandal involving 
Najib’s government at the time. 
Meanwhile, the Secret Service also 
spent more than $12,000 for its 
accommodations while protecting 
Trump and his family that same 
month.

Trump’s Financial Gains During 
Presidency

This new report builds on a Jan-
uary 2024 report revealing that 
Trump’s private businesses had 
received $7.8 million from foreign 
entities during his office. The com-
bined findings suggest that Trump 
routinely used his properties and 
the presidency to extract financial 
benefits from federal agencies, for-
eign governments, and individuals 

seeking to curry favor.
“These transactions show that 

Trump used his position to line his 
own pockets, and at times, at the 
expense of American taxpayers,” 
the report states.

The Secret Service reported 
spending more than $1.4 million 
at Trump-owned properties during 
his presidency. However, Demo-
crats on the House Oversight Com-
mittee argue that this figure likely 
represents just a fraction of the 
total amount, as many transactions 
remain undisclosed. The report 
noted that only 11 months of guest 
logs from Trump’s D.C. hotel were 
reviewed and that the full scope of 
Trump’s financial entanglements 
throughout his presidency has yet 
to be fully uncovered.

Legal Loopholes and Call for 
Reform

While Trump has faced multi-
ple lawsuits over violations of the 
Emoluments Clauses, courts have 
dismissed many of these cases on 

technical grounds, leaving him 
without direct legal consequences. 
The new report, however, stresses 
the need for stronger federal 
anti-corruption measures and 
clearer penalties for Constitutional 
violations.

“The findings of these Demo-
cratic staff reports reveal significant 
shortcomings in the current fed-
eral anti-corruption framework—
shortcomings that Donald Trump 
exploited to the tune of millions of 
dollars and intends to exploit again 
if he is returned to the Oval Office,” 
the report’s authors write.

The report stops short of rec-
ommending penalties for Trump 
but instead calls on Congress to 
pass stricter legislation to address 
the loopholes that allowed Trump 
to profit from his presidency. It 
emphasized the need for more vig-
orous enforcement of both the Do-
mestic Emoluments Clause and the 
Foreign Emoluments Clause, which 
bar a president from receiving 
payments from federal agencies 
and foreign governments.

Urgent Congressional Action 
Needed

The report warns that Trump’s 
behavior sets a dangerous prece-
dent for future presidents, partic-
ularly if reforms are not enacted. 
House Democrats argue that with-
out swift action, future presidents 
could be emboldened to follow 
Trump’s example and leverage 
their office for personal gain.

“These reports are urgent calls 
to action that Congress must 
heed to ensure the effective en-
forcement of the Constitution’s 
Domestic Emoluments Clause—as 
well as the Foreign Emoluments 
Clause—and to ensure that our 
government serves exclusively the 
public interests of the people rath-
er than the private interests of the 
president,” the report concluded.

The radical legacy of the Black Panther Party
Philadelphiaobserver.com

On a brisk day in October 
1966, a group of young 
revolutionaries in Oak-

land, California, took a stand that 
would reverberate through the 
nation. With guns slung over their 
shoulders and books in hand, 
they proclaimed their intent to 
defend Black communities from 
police violence and systemic op-
pression. This was the birth of the 
Black Panther Party for Self De-
fense, founded by Huey Newton 
and Bobby Seale, both students 
at Oakland’s Merritt College.

Frustrated by the relentless 
police brutality in their neighbor-
hoods, Newton and Seale were 
driven by a sense of urgency to 
protect their community. They 
were deeply influenced by the 
ideas of revolutionaries like Mal-
colm X, Frantz Fanon, and Karl 
Marx. Their vision extended be-
yond self-defense, as they sought 
to address the root causes of in-
equality through the Party’s com-
prehensive “Ten Point Program.” 
This manifesto demanded justice, 
jobs, education, and housing for 
Black Americans, making it clear 
that the Panthers were fighting 

not just against the police, but 
against the entire system that 
oppressed them.

The Panthers quick ly be-
c a m e a  nat i ona l  symbol  of 
militancy and defiance. Their 
bold approach of patroll ing 
neighborhoods while openly 
carrying firearms was legally 
permissible at the time, and 
it served both as a deterrent 
against police violence and as 
a powerful statement of Black 
empowerment. With Oakland as 
their stronghold, the Panthers 
declared the city their territory, 
framing the police as an occu-
pying force and themselves as 

the defenders of Black life and 
dignity.

Yet, the group was more than 
just its militant image. The Black 
Panther Party was at the forefront 
of providing essential services to 
the underserved. Through their 
“survival programs,” they offered 
free breakfast for children, health-
care, legal aid, and education to 
their communities, addressing the 
systemic neglect Black Americans 
faced in these areas. These pro-
grams, which became an integral 
part of their legacy, were designed 
to uplift the community in practi-
cal, everyday ways. However, their 
effectiveness also made them a 

target of the FBI’s COINTELPRO 
initiative, spearheaded by J. Edgar 
Hoover, who sought to dismantle 
the organization through infiltra-
tion and internal strife.

The Party’s internal dynamics, 
like its external confrontations, 
were marked by tensions. Some 
members emphasized the so-
cialist aspect of their platform, 
while others leaned into the more 
combative, revolutionary side. 
These fissures contributed to the 
eventual decline of the Panthers in 
the 1970s, along with the intense 
pressure from law enforcement 
and the FBI. By the time Elaine 
Brown became the Party’s first 

chairwoman in 1974, the orga-
nization was in sharp decline, its 
revolutionary fire dimmed but not 
extinguished.

Today, the Black Panther Party 
remains a controversial yet pivotal 
force in American history. While 
their armed resistance often over-
shadowed their community work, 
their radical vision for justice and 
equality continues to inspire 
movements for social change. 
The legacy of the Panthers is a 
reminder that the fight for Black 
liberation in America has always 
been multifaceted, combining 
both militant defiance and com-
munity care.
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6 Editorial - Opinion
The clock is ticking for the government to 
do what is right for this flooded historic 

Black community

By Ben Jealous (TriceEdneyWire.
com)

The state of Alabama de-
stroyed their homes. Your 
federal tax dollars helped 

pay for it. 
We are checking back in on the 

historic Black Shiloh community in 
Elba, Alabama.

Ever since 2018, when the Ala-
bama Department of Transporta-
tion (ALDOT) expanded a highway 
running through the town, storm-
water runoff floods the homes in 
this community whenever it rains. 
It is an ongoing crisis. 

Members of this community 
have lost everything. Some of the 
families here have owned these 
homes for generations. Their gen-
erational wealth has been wiped 

out. They deserve justice. They 
deserve to be made whole. Now, 
the federal government could be 
running out of time to help.

Pastor Timothy Williams is a 
Shiloh community member who 
has been a leader in the fight to 
get justice for his neighbors and 
his own family. Back in March, 
when I spoke with Pastor Williams, 
he told me, “My house has already 
sunk two feet into the mud. I see 
my inheritance and my children’s 
American Dream being washed 
away and stolen.” 

Since then, Pastor Williams says 
things have only gotten worse. 
He now says the frustration and 
hopelessness taking root in the 
community has led to people 
using alcohol and drugs as an 
escape, whereas several years ago 
that would be unheard of in this 
community.

It speaks to the toll on this 
community being more than just 
economic. Watching your home 
and community be destroyed, and 
your generational wealth evap-
orate, has physical, mental, and 
emotional impacts just like any 
trauma does. People are watch-
ing their homes sink, and living 
with the danger all this physical 
upheaval of their land has caused 
with power lines and gas and sew-
age pipes. Pastor Williams himself 
has been warned his sinking house 
could eventually hit a natural gas 

pipeline causing a rupture or even 
an explosion. Think about the im-
pact this must have not only on the 
entire community’s mental health, 
but what it must do to the kids in 
the community and their ability to 
succeed in school. 

Beyond that, there is the clear 
racial factor here. This is Alabama 
after all. The reckless disregard for 
this rural Black community in the 
state’s highway project was not 
something unfamiliar to people 
who have lived there for decades. 
Nor were years of inaction and 
being left behind by the state (and 
now the federal government) since 
then. And there have been acts of 
intimidation by outsiders aimed at 
community members like Pastor 
Williams who have spoken up – in 
March, Pastor Williams told me 
the restaurant he owns had been 
the target of a boycott by some lo-
cal whites. And white people make 
up most of his clientele. 

In a place where the shadow 
of Jim Crow still looms large, that 
justice for this Black community 
seems so elusive seems like no 
mere coincidence. It is understand-
able that some in the community 
believe the storm drainage pipes 
were aimed at their community 
intentionally.

In the months since I first spoke 
with Pastor Williams, I have visited 
Shiloh. And I have been working 
closely with Dr. Robert Bullard, 

known as Father of Environmental 
Justice and this country’s preem-
inent voice exposing environ-
mental racism, to build pressure 
on both the state and federal 
governments to act. Elba, Alabama 
is Dr. Bullard’s hometown. It is an 
example of the pervasiveness of 
environmental racism, that such 
injustice could continue in the 
hometown of a prominent expert 
who sits on the White House 
Environmental Justice Advisory 
Council.  

Someone else who visited 
Shiloh the past few months is 
Secretary of Transportation Pete 
Buttigieg. And on October 4, the 
Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) announced a Voluntary 
Resolution Agreement (VRA) with 
ALDOT to address the ongoing 
flooding in Shiloh every time it 
storms. The VRA is one product of 
an investigation under Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act. Title VI prohib-
its racial discrimination – among 
other kinds of discrimination – in 
projects that receive federal finan-
cial assistance, like the Alabama 
highway project that destroyed 
the Shiloh community.

But the VRA is not a solution 
for the harm that has already been 
done to the people of this com-
munity. It is an insult to them. The 
agreement requires infrastructure 
improvements to mitigate flood-
ing. But these people’s homes are 

already ruined, their families are 
traumatized, and their property 
values are decimated. 

Perhaps Army veteran Willie 
Horstead Jr., who has watched his 
home sink into the flood-soaked 
ground similarly to Pastor Williams, 
put it best when he told the visit-
ing US Secretary of Transportation, 
“I’ll tell you – I just want to be made 
whole.”  

In his 1963 Letter from Birming-
ham Jail, Dr. King wrote, “justice 
too long delayed is justice denied,” 
paraphrasing an old legal maxim.

Justice has been delayed for far 
too long for the residents of the 
Shiloh community. And the clock 
is ticking.

We don’t know what will hap-
pen with the presidential election. 
But It is possible it could result in 
some of the same people returning 
to the US Department of Transpor-
tation who originally approved the 
use of federal funds for the disas-
trous Alabama highway project 
back in 2018. Or people willing 
to have the federal government 
turn a blind eye to racial discrim-
ination by a state with a deep 
history of it. Any more delay could 
mean justice being permanently 
denied to members of the Shiloh 
community.

Ben Jealous is the Executive 
Director of the Sierra Club and a 
Professor of Practice at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.

Democracy dies in darkness

By David W. Marshall 
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

As owner of the Washington 
Post, one has to wonder if 
Jeff Bezos reads his own 

newspaper with any sense of ap-
preciation or concern.

For the first time in over 30 
years the Washington Post an-
nounced its editorial board will not 
endorse a candidate in the 2024 
presidential election.  The Post has 
regularly endorsed presidential 
candidates since 1976 starting 
with Democrat Jimmy Carter.

As a nation we have a free 
press. As responsible journalists, 
newspapers have a professional 
obligation to state the facts and 
the truth to the public, but news-
papers are also allowed to express 

their opinions. In addition, the 
owner of any newspaper has the 
right to weigh in on decisions 
made by its editorial board.

But this election cycle is dif-
ferent. This presidential election 
is unlike any from previous years. 
The surprising non-endorsement 
ignores the paper’s own factual 
reporting which, for years, outlined 
in specific details Donald Trump’s 
threat to the future of American 
democracy.

Politically, the Washington Post 
is a center left newspaper which is 
highly respected for its accuracy 
and direct presentation of events 
in this toxic environment of “fake 
news”. It has always fulfilled its role 
in sustaining democracy by being 
a reliable and consistent source of 
information.

The non-endorsement comes 
off as unfinished business. Similar 
to a court case, the newspaper 
endorsement would have served 
as the final argument presented 
to the jury of voters. By failing to 
provide a much needed summa-
tion, the silence resulting from a 
non-endorsement has become 
itself an endorsement.

The non-endorsement was a 
one man decision, according to a 
statement from the Washington 
Post Guild. It states, “According 

to our own reporters and Guild 
members, an endorsement for 
Harris was already drafted, and the 
decision not to publish was made 
by the Post’s owner, Jeff Bezos.” 
Columnist Karen Attiah wrote that 
“today has been an absolute stab 
in the back.”

Attiah is not alone in feeling 
betrayed. Readers of the paper also 
feel betrayed. The Post is already 
seeing subscription cancellations 
from loyal readers. Current and for-
mer staff members feel betrayed. 
Robert Kagan –a former advisor 
to Republican John McCain’s 2008 
presidential campaign, who last 
year warned that a ”Trump dicta-
torship is increasingly inevitable” 
resigned from his position as the 
Post’s editor at large in response 
to the paper’s decision.

Apparently, Jeff Bezos didn’t 
heed the warning. Michele Norris 
followed Kagan by also resigning 
as opinion columnist, a position 
she held since 2019.

After multi-billionaire dollar 
Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos bought 
The Washington Post in 2013, the 
Post’s news operation used its 
abundant resources to thoroughly 
investigate the danger of a second 
Trump presidency. “Democracy 
Dies in Darkness” became the 
newspaper’s official slogan in 2017.

It illustrates how good journal-
ism is essential to democracy. When 
journalism is at its best, it helps 
citizens to hold those in power ac-
countable, uncovers corruption and 
ensures transparency. If the press 
is silenced, democracy will suffer. 
Darkness represents ignorance, lack 
of knowledge and oppression. The 
phrase “Democracy Dies in Dark-
ness” is a warning to us all. If people 
are kept in the dark, their ignorance 
could lead to oppression.

The press is the light that illumi-
nates the darkness. It ensures that 
people are aware of what is going 
on around them and empowered 
to make necessary changes. The 
phrase acknowledges the fact 
that the free press is under threat 
from those in power who prefer to 
operate in the dark.

The Washington Post is making 
a powerful and defiant statement 
that they will not be intimidated or 
silenced while continuing to keep 
those with power accountable for 
their actions. Unfortunately, Jeff 
Bezos didn’t hold up to the test 
when submitting to the political 
and economic pressures. He may 
have turned a defiant statement 
of truth into harsh reality which is 
about to come true.

Amazon holds contracts with 
the government worth billions. 

Amazon and the space explo-
ration company Blue Origin are 
among Bezos-owned businesses 
that still compete for lucrative 
federal government contracts. 
Executives from Bezos’ aerospace 
company met with Donald Trump 
on the same day the newspaper 
prevented its editorial team from 
publishing an endorsement for 
Kamala Harris.

A retired Washington Post 
metro reporter, Robert McCartney, 
wrote on social media that there 
is “speculation in the newsroom 
that owner Jeff Bezos may want 
to avoid risk of endangering Am-
azon’s government contracts if 
Trump wins.”

Regardless, of who wins or 
loses the election, the Washington 
Post, as a strong pillar in the free 
press, took a major credibility hit. 
The Washington Post reporters 
and editors who remain the light 
that illuminates the darkness may 
not be able to overcome its owner 
who places the business interest of 
Amazon and Blue Origin ahead of 
American democracy.

David W. Marshall, a columnist 
for the Trice Edney News Wire, is 
the founder of the faith-based 
organization, TRB: The Reconciled 
Body, and author of the book God 
Bless Our Divided America.
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7Criminal justice reform poised to be decisive 
issue in 2024 Election, poll shows

Voters in key battleground states 
such as Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, 
and Pennsylvania overwhelmingly 
favor reform, positioning the issue 
as potentially a deciding factor in 
the 2024 presidential race.

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA 
Newswire)

As America moves toward 
the most consequential 
presidential election in re-

cent memory, criminal justice 
reform has emerged as a potential 
game-changer, with a new poll 
revealing broad bipartisan support 
for reducing incarceration. The 
survey by BSG for FWD.us reveals 
that 81% of likely voters support 
criminal justice reform, including 
85% of Democrats, 82% of Inde-
pendents, and 76% of Republicans. 
Voters in key battleground states 
such as Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, 
and Pennsylvania overwhelmingly 
favor reform, positioning the issue 
as potentially a deciding factor in 
the 2024 presidential race.

Zoë Towns, Executive Direc-
tor of FWD.us, discussed the 
poll’s findings during an appear-
ance on the Black Press’ Let It Be 
Known digital show. Towns em-
phasized that personal experience 
with mass incarceration is a signifi-
cant motivator of voter support for 
reform. “Voters across the political 
spectrum have been overexposed 
to the harms of mass incarceration 
for decades now,” Towns declared. 
“One in two Americans has expe-
rienced incarceration within their 
immediate families—this isn’t just 
a policy issue, it’s a lived experi-
ence. And the exposure rate is the 
same whether you are a Republi-
can or a Democratic household.”

Towns pointed out that this 
shared experience of mass incar-
ceration is why support for reform 
transcends partisan divides. “The 
harms of mass incarceration are 
bipartisan,” she said. “And the sup-
port for reform we’re seeing is also 

bipartisan. People have seen that 
we don’t have to incarcerate our 
way out of all these problems—we 
can have safety and justice at the 
same time.”

The poll shows that two-thirds 
of Black voters (67%) and a major-
ity of Latino voters (55%) are more 
likely to vote for a candidate who 
supports criminal justice reform, 
further underscoring the issue’s im-
portance in shaping voter behavior 
in key demographics. “You’ve got 
voters who are excited about re-
form, you’ve got evidence showing 
it works, and you’ve got proof that 
it helps the economy and keeps 
families together,” Towns added.

Despite the overwhelming pub-
lic support, both major presidential 
candidates—Vice President Kamala 
Harris and former President Donald 
Trump—have yet to embrace the 
issue in their campaigns fully. Towns 
view this as a missed opportunity. 
“In such a tight election, criminal 
justice reform is a massively un-
tapped opportunity for both can-
didates,” she said. “We’ve got voters 
across the board—Democrats, 
Republicans, Independents—who 
are asking for these reforms. So why 
not meet them there?”

Towns noted that some reforms, 
such as clemency, have proven par-
ticularly popular, especially among 
Black and Latino communities. 
“Clemency is hugely important,” she 
said. “The Obama-era clemency ini-
tiative brought home nearly 2,000 
people from federal prison, saving 
an average of 10 years off their sen-
tences. Voters want to see President 
Biden do something similar in his 
final months. Clemency can bring 
families back together, and it’s a 
key part of what real public safety 
looks like.”

In fact, the poll shows that 
72% of likely voters now believe 
it is crucial to reduce the U.S. 
prison population, a significant 
increase from 65% in February 
2024. Among Black voters, that 

number jumps to 80%, while 74% 
of Latino voters also say reducing 
incarceration is critical.

When asked about the persistent 
use of tough-on-crime rhetoric, 
Towns explained that while such 
messaging has been a political sta-
ple for years, voters are now seeing 
through it. “For every American elec-
tion that’s been studied, scaring peo-
ple to the ballot box has been the 
cheapest way to get votes—wheth-
er it’s fear of immigration, crime, or 
foreign influence,” Towns said. “But 
now, voters are watching those old 
tough-on-crime commercials along-
side an alternative lived experience. 
Maybe their brother or their mom 
has been incarcerated, and they’re 
saying, ‘Wait a second, that doesn’t 
reflect reality.’ Voters want real solu-
tions, not fear-mongering.”

The poll reveals that more vot-
ers today (65%) believe that mass 
incarceration causes many of the 
problems that lead to unsafe com-
munities, such as homelessness, 
poverty, and drug or mental health 
challenges than did at the begin-
ning of the campaign season. “We 
know what works to advance safe 
communities,” Towns said. “There’s 

a ton of evidence showing what 
reduces violence and drug use. 
But for too long, politicians have 
been playing politics with people’s 
safety.”

Towns also touched on the legacy 
of the 1994 Crime Bill, a controversial 
piece of legislation that continues to 
shape public perceptions of criminal 
justice reform. “The 1994 Crime Bill 
was a punishment-focused reform 
package that disproportionately 
harmed Black and Latino communi-
ties,” she said. “It built up the federal 
prison system and left us with laws 
that continue to affect people today. 
Many of the people sentenced un-
der those laws are still incarcerated, 
and their families and loved ones 
are voters—they’re bringing these 
experiences to the ballot box.”

Melissa Morales, Founder & 
President of Somos Votantes, un-
derscored the importance of reform 
for Latino voters. “We cannot con-
tinue the cycle of mass incarcera-
tion that has separated so many 
Latino families and overshadowed 
real public safety solutions,” Morales 
said in a statement.

Similarly, Pennsylvania House 
Speaker Joanna McClinton pointed 

to criminal justice reform as a critical 
issue in battleground states. “When 
I talk to voters in Pennsylvania, 
criminal justice reform comes up 
again and again,” McClinton stated. 
“We know it’s the right policy, and 
this poll shows that the politics are 
on our side.”

The poll also indicates that 
candidates can gain significant 
political ground by supporting 
criminal justice reform. Nationally, 
voters are five times more likely to 
support a candidate who backs 
reform than one who does not. The 
trend is even more pronounced 
in key battleground states like 
Pennsylvania and Georgia, where 
the ratio is six to one.

As the election draws near, 
Towns said she believes crimi-
nal justice reform represents a 
low-risk, high-reward issue for 
candidates. “This is an extremely 
tight election, and it’s going to 
come down to a small number of 
votes in a small number of states,” 
Towns said. “Criminal justice reform 
is an issue that can tip the bal-
ance—and there’s little downside 
to supporting it.” Watch the full 
discussion here.

DLCC warns of MAGA threat in 2024, urges Democratic 
wins to protect elections

A memo, released less than two 
weeks before the 2024 presidential 
election, warns that the same GOP-
led efforts to challenge the 2020 
election results could reemerge as 
the twice-impeached former pres-
ident Donald Trump signals to his 
MAGA allies to contest the outcome 
if he loses again.

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA 
Newswire)

The Democratic Legislative 
Campaign Committee (DLCC) 
has issued a memo outlining 

how critical it is for state legisla-
tures to uphold democracy and 
protect elections. The memo, re-
leased less than two weeks before 
the 2024 presidential election, 
warns that the same GOP-led 
efforts to challenge the 2020 elec-
tion results could reemerge as the 
twice-impeached former president 
Donald Trump signals to his MAGA 
allies to contest the outcome if he 
loses again. The DLCC is making 
the defense of democracy a cen-

tral focus in its campaign strategy, 
sounding the alarm on insurrec-
tionist candidates who threaten 
fair elections.

In 2020, Republican state legis-
lators were key players in promot-
ing Trump’s “Big Lie” and attempt-
ing to undermine the election 
results. DLCC officials said they 
conspired with insurrectionists, 
sponsored bills to overturn results, 
and even acted as fake electors. 
Heather Williams, president of 
the DLCC, emphasized that state 
legislatures remain “the building 
blocks of American democracy” 
and noted that these same GOP ac-
tors are still in positions of power, 
ready to execute similar tactics in 
2024. She added, “The only way to 
stop them is to defeat them at the 
ballot box by electing Democratic 
defenders of democracy all the 
way down the ticket.”

The stakes are exceptionally 
high in battleground states such 
as Pennsylvania, Arizona, and 
Michigan, which saw some of 

the most intense insurrection 
activities during and after the 
2020 election. Control of state 
legislative chambers in these key 
states could come down to just a 
few hundred votes, and those out-
comes could determine whether 
democracy prevails or dies. The 
DLCC contends that electing 
Democrats to these chambers is 
the best safeguard against anoth-
er potential attack on the electoral 
process.

The memo also highlights spe-
cific races, such as Pennsylvania 
Senate District 37, where MAGA 
extremist Devlin Robinson was 
involved in election conspiracies. 
In Arizona, the DLCC has targeted 
candidates who have pushed 
an extreme agenda to overturn 
elections. The DLCC argues that 
defeating MAGA state Republicans 
is essential to preventing future in-
surrectionist activity and ensuring 
a peaceful transfer of power.

Officials said Democrats’ recent 
successes in state legislatures 

exemplify what is at stake. In Min-
nesota, after securing control in 
2022, Democrats passed a voting 
rights package with protections 
for election workers and a ban on 
tampering with voting equipment. 
In Michigan, Democrats enacted 
new laws aimed at streamlining 
elections and punishing those who 
attack voting access.

The outcome of state legislative 
races this year could be pivotal for 
the 2024 presidential election and 

the future of American democracy, 
officials proclaimed. With narrow 
margins determining control of 
chambers in battleground states, 
the DLCC urges voters to elect 
Democrats to protect elections 
and preserve the will of voters. 
According to the memo, “Electing 
Democrats to statehouses next 
month will have immediate and 
long-term impacts on upholding 
our democracy and ensuring a safe 
and stable transfer of power.”



Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a 

O
bs

er
ve

r 
•  

O
ct

ob
er

 3
1 

– 
N

ov
em

be
r 

6,
 2

02
4,

  •
 P

hi
la

ob
se

rv
er

.c
om

8 On the scene

Entertainment
By Don Thomas

VP Kamala Harris,’ Trump crowd sizes compared

VP Kamala Harris (L) and former First Lady Michelle Obama
(Photo: Brendan Smialowski/AFP via Getty Images)

“The Magic of Mindset,” a Ross musical 
journey of calmness in the midst of chaos

By Raquel Aubry  
Guest Scribe

I had the pleasure of attend-
ing “This Makes Me Feel Like 
‘BEEEP,” an evening of music 

and the magic of mindset for the 
second time, and once again, it 
felt like being wrapped in the 
warm glow of a shared moment, 
where time slows down and 
everything else fades away.. The 
room was filled with people who 
seemed, like me, fully immersed 
in that space—forgetting the 
outside world, holding onto the 
magic produced by Rhonda Ross. 
It was as if we were all in her living 
room, escaping the noise of life, 
and just being.

When Rhonda steps on stage, 
she immediately addresses the 
elephant in the room: her famous 
parents. It’s a funny, candid mo-
ment, but as soon as the show 
starts, you quickly forget about 
her lineage and focus entirely on 
her—her voice, her presence, and 
the magic she creates. What un-
folds is an evening that feels like 
being in the living room of a wise 
big sister and a curious little sister, 
while mixing in stories that make 
you laugh and reflect.

As I mentioned, this was my 
second time seeing the show, and 
yet, each time, it feels fresh. The 

song that always moves me the 
most is “Freedom.” There’s some-
thing about how she effortlessly 

weaves together the past, present, 
and future, showing us how we’re 
held back by chains in our minds, 

preventing us from fully experienc-
ing freedom. It’s a freedom that’s 
so close, yet just out of reach. You 

could feel everyone in the room 
holding their breath, united in awe, 
as if letting it out would break the 
spell. Like the first time I heard it, 
I almost let the tears flow—but 
didn’t.

The elegance of the venue, the 
soft backlighting, the rich notes 
of the piano, and the harmonies 
that filled the space—it was all 
mesmerizing. I will tell you that you 
can’t explain this show; you have to 
experience it. That’s the only way 
to grasp its essence, where mind-
fulness and music collide, creating 
magic and a sense of connection 
with the other people sharing that 
moment.

My full-time job is being a PhD 
student, and that comes with lev-
els of anxiety I never knew I could 
feel. I had an early morning class 
that day, but having been to her 
show previously, I knew I needed 
to go again to set myself straight. 
And it did. Rhonda, as the director 
of this tour, takes you on a journey. 
And by the time it’s over, you’re 
changed. You came in one way 
and left with a profound sense 
of calm and connection—not 
just with her, but with everyone 
in the room. It’s like therapy, but 
better—a prescription of joy and 
hope that leaves you craving more. 
Even after seeing it twice, I can’t 
wait to go again.

Rhonda Ross

By Rachel Dobkin

Former President Donald Trump and Vice President 
Kamala Harris’ dueling Michigan rallies were packed 
on Saturday. There are less than 10 days until the No-

vember 5 presidential election and supporters of Trump, 
the GOP nominee, and Harris, the Democratic nominee, 
in the battleground state of Michigan came out to cheer 
the candidates on.

Trump’s afternoon rally in Novi, about a 40-minute 
drive northwest of Detriot, was held at Suburban Collec-
tion Showplace. According to Getty photos and video 
shared on social media, there was a large crowd behind, 
in front of and on the sides of Trump’s podium.

Steven Cheung, Trump’s communications director, 
told Newsweek via email Saturday evening, that the Novi 
rally was filled to “maximum capacity with thousands 
outside.” Meanwhile, the stands at the Wings Event Cen-
ter in Kalamazoo were filled at Harris’ rally with former 
first lady Michelle Obama Saturday evening, according 
to video on social media. The floor level was also packed 
with Harris supporters by her podium.

Rally crowd sizes have become a talking point during 
the election. Harris’ campaign has repeatedly mocked 
Trump’s rally crowd sizes while boasting about the high 
number of attendees at the vice president’s events. Trump 
has maintained that he gets more attendees at his rallies. 
At one point, he said Harris used artificial intelligence 
(AI) in a photo to bolster her crowd size at a Detroit rally.

Referencing a photo taken at that rally, Trump wrote 
on social media in August, “Has anyone noticed that Ka-
mala CHEATED at the airport? There was nobody at the 
plane, and she ‘A.I.’d’ it, and showed a massive ‘crowd’ of 
so-called followers, BUT THEY DIDN’T EXIST!”

The former president also said the large crowd at 
Harris’ rally was “fake,” adding, “She should be disqualified 
because the creation of a fake image is ELECTION INTER-
FERENCE. Anyone who does that will cheat at ANYTHING!” 
A Harris campaign official told Newsweek at the time, “I 
can confirm that the photo was taken by Harris campaign 
staff and not modified by AI in any way.”
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The economy is on the ballot. 
Health care is on the ballot. 
Criminal justice reform is on the ballot. 
Reproductive freedom is on the ballot. 
Environmental justice is on the ballot. 
The right to vote is on the ballot.

If we do our part and show up to the polls, we will make 
history (again)!

Let’s vote for progress and the future we deserve. 
Vote for the leader who’s been fighting for us for years. 

Election Day is November 5th.

Vote for Kamala Harris.

WHEN 
WE VOTE,
WE WIN.

Photo Credit: National Archives (Top)

When our rights are on the line we fight
and when they’re on the ballot we vote, 
because we’re not going back.
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Entertainment
By Don Thomas

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.

Amazon to introduce 
price caps in new budget 
storefront to compete with 
discount giants

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Amazon is gearing up to roll 
out a new budget-friendly 
storefront aimed at captur-

ing the market of price-conscious 
shoppers who currently favor 
discount platforms like Temu and 
Shein. The initiative is designed 
to rival these low-cost platforms 
by introducing strict price caps on 
hundreds of products, from gui-
tars to sofas, ensuring consumers 
can find cheaper alternatives to 
everyday items.

According to reports, Amazon 
has set price limits on various 
products, with jewelry being 
capped at $8, guitars at $13, and 
sofas at $20. The restrictions are 
part of Amazon’s broader strategy 
to offer extremely low prices in a 
bid to attract customers looking 
for more affordable goods. Mer-
chants selling on the platform will 
have to adhere to these guide-
lines, limiting how much they can 
charge for certain items.

The new storefront will source 
many of its products from Guang-
dong, China, which will allow Am-
azon to reduce fulfillment fees and 

offer more competitive pricing to 
sellers. This cost-cutting measure 
is expected to help Amazon com-
pete directly with rivals like Shein 
and Temu, which have gained 
popularity among consumers for 
their rock-bottom prices on a wide 
range of products.

Amazon has provided sellers 
with a list of over 700 items that 
will be subject to the price caps, 
further underlining the compa-
ny’s commitment to positioning 
itself as a leader in the low-cost 
e-commerce sector. These items 
will range across categories, in-
cluding home goods, electronics, 
and apparel, offering consumers 
an extensive selection at reduced 
prices.

In a statement to Reuters, an 
Amazon spokesperson explained, 
“We are always exploring new 
ways to work with our selling 
partners to delight our customers 
with more selection, lower prices, 
and greater convenience.” This 
move marks a significant push by 
Amazon to gain ground in a com-
petitive retail environment where 
price is becoming an increasingly 
decisive factor for consumers.

Fairway Independent Mortgage Corp 
to pay nearly $10M for redlining Black 
neighborhoods in Birmingham

The settlement is part of the 
Justice Department’s Combating 
Redlining Initiative, which has now 
secured over $150 million in relief for 
communities of color nationwide.

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA 
Newswire)

Fairway Independent Mortgage 
Corporation has agreed to 
pay $8 million and an addi-

tional $1.9 million civil penalty to 
resolve allegations of redlining 
predominantly Black neighbor-
hoods in Birmingham, Alabama. 
This settlement is part of the Justice 
Department’s Combating Redlining 
Initiative, which has now secured 
over $150 million in relief for com-
munities of color nationwide.

Redlining, an illegal practice 
where lenders avoid providing 
credit services based on race, has 
historically limited financial access 
and homeownership opportuni-
ties in Black and minority com-
munities. “This case is a reminder 
that redlining is not a relic of the 
past, and the Justice Department 
will continue to work urgently to 
combat lending discrimination 
wherever it arises and to secure 
relief for the communities harmed 
by it,” said Attorney General Mer-
rick Garland.

The Justice Department, in 
conjunction with the Consum-
er Financial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB), accused Fairway of focus-
ing its marketing efforts solely on 
majority-white areas. At the same 
time, its retail loan offices were 
similarly located in majority-white 

neighborhoods. Fairway’s prac-
tices allegedly discouraged Black 
residents from applying for loans, 
with the company originating 
loans in Black neighborhoods at 
a rate far below that of its peers.

As part of the settlement, 
Fairway agreed to establish a $7 
million loan subsidy fund to pro-
vide affordable home purchase, 
refinance, and home improve-
ment loans for Black residents 
in Birmingham. Additionally, the 
company will invest $1 million in 
programs designed to support 
this fund, including financial edu-
cation initiatives and community 
partnerships to help address the 
longstanding impacts of discrim-
inatory lending.

“This settlement will provide 
Birmingham’s Black neighbor-
hoods with the access to cred-

it they have long been denied 
and increase opportunities for 
homeownership and generational 
wealth,” remarked Kristen Clarke, 
Assistant Attorney General for the 
Justice Department’s Civil Rights 
Division.

In addition to the financial com-
mitments, Fairway will also open a 
new loan office in a majority-Black 
neighborhood in Birmingham and 
invest heavily in local advertising 
and outreach programs aimed at 
Black communities.

Fairway’s $1.9 million penalty 
will be paid into the CFPB’s Civil 
Penalty Fund, which provides 
restitution to victims of financial 
misconduct. “The CFPB and Justice 
Department are holding Fairway 
accountable for redlining Black 
neighborhoods,” offered CFPB 
Director Rohit Chopra.
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Culture
The voice of the voter

By David W. 
Marshall(TriceEdneyWire.com)

Former  Pres ident  Barack 
Obama gave us a lot to think 
about concerning the Black 

vote, the Democratic Party, and the 
issue of misogyny.

While speaking to Harris-Walz 
campaign volunteers and officials 
at a Pittsburg field office, Obama’s 
comments highlighted the com-
plexities of the Black voting bloc 
within a male- and a White-domi-
nated society.

“My understanding, based 
on reports I’m getting from cam-
paigns and communities, is that 
we have not yet seen the same 
kinds of energy and turnout in all 
quarters of our neighborhoods 
and communities as we saw when 
I was running,” said Obama.

That lack of enthusiasm for 
Harris, he said, “seems to be more 
pronounced with the brothers.” 
The former president’s rebuke was 
directed toward those who were 
considering not voting at all. “And 
you are thinking about sitting out?”

He said, “Part of it makes me 
think—and I’m speaking to men 
directly—part of it makes me think 
that, well, you just aren’t feeling 
the idea of having a woman as 
president. And you’re coming up 
with other alternatives and other 
reasons for that.”

There are specific reasons why 
Black men and women are cur-
rently the two largest voting blocs 
supporting the Democratic Party. 
Historically, individuals who em-
braced the progressive movement 
and ideology were defenders of 
social justice, equality, and inclu-
sion. Progressives fought for full 
citizenship for Blacks through the 
14th Amendment. Progressives 
helped to overcome various forms 
of injustice by fighting for the pas-
sage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, 
which dismantled official segrega-
tion; the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
prohibiting racist voting laws; and 
the 1968 Civil Rights Act, ending 
discrimination in housing sales.

The truth lies in the fact that citi-
zens representing Black communities 
as voters need the Progressive Party. 
In turn, the Progressive Party needs 
the Black voting bloc. This two–way 

dependency was true during the Civil 
War and Reconstruction eras when 
the Republican Party represented 
the Progressives, and the Democratic 
Party represented the Conservatives. 
The Black voting bloc is like no 
other. It must continue to protect 
full citizenship for people of color. 
While Democrats, as the modern-day 
progressive party, depend on other 
voting blocs such as labor unions and 
young voters, they will never have 
the historical significance of the Black 
voter. Despite the legislative and 
social gains made in previous years, 
the efforts to diminish full citizenship 
have never ceased.

The Republicans have a history 
as well. We cannot afford to forget 
the Southern strategy, an elec-
toral strategy to increase political 
support among White voters in 
the South by appealing to racism 
against Blacks throughout the 
Bible Belt. The Republicans have 
a critical voting bloc in the form 
of White evangelical Christians 
active in executing the Southern 
strategy. For centuries, we have 
seen countless examples of White 
Christians who individually choose 
to accept their cultural biases while 
turning away from their Biblical 
mandate to “love your brother.” 
This mandate serves as a social 
justice message of inclusion, which 
far too many conservatives have 
chosen to ignore. Some may not 
be racist in their hearts, but they 

remain silent amid racism.
What determines a person’s 

voice? Everyone has a voice through 
their spoken and written words. 
Using our voices, we can express 
our individual opinions, points of 
view, and passions regarding crit-
ical issues impacting our society. 
Our voices can be uplifting and 
encouraging while corrective to 
those who need it. Rather than us-
ing dog-whistle tactics promoting 
racism and intolerance, our voices 
should publicly and privately de-
nounce blatant racism and sexism, 
whether intended or not. It cannot 
be words without some degree 
of work behind it. There has to be 
action behind the right words. As 
citizens, our vote is also our voice. 
Therefore, a person’s bias and dis-
respect of others can come forth 
through the voice of their vote.

To counter and resist the po-
tential of this election narrative, 
the Black voting bloc is not blind 
in its support for progressives. 
Rather, it appreciates the sacri-
fices of those from the past. The 
legacy of the voting bloc has 
never walked away from those in 
the modern-day fight for justice, 
inclusion, and maintaining the 
full citizenship rights for all peo-
ple. When today’s politics is filled 
with anti-woke, anti-DEI, anti-CRT 
rhetoric, the Black voting bloc has 
reasons to support progressives. 
The Southern strategy exists under 

new management but with the 
same goals.

The long-standing relationship 
between the Black voter and the 
Democratic Party is sometimes per-
ceived as one-sided. Defending the 
party, particularly on the local level, 
is not always easy in specific cases. 
The Black vote is sometimes taken 
for granted. In a two-party system, 
too often, a vote comes down to 
selecting the lesser of two evils.

Former President Obama spoke 
out, but not everyone was happy 
with his words. The economic 
concerns of Black men are justified 
and have proven to be an opening 
for Republicans. Every person has 
free will as a voter, but the sense of 
appreciation and not being taken 
for granted should motivate voters 
of all persuasions to stay involved 
after the election. Stay involved by 
knowing the voting record of your 
elected officials, especially on the 
local level. Knowing if they support 
or oppose critical issues concern-
ing your local community. Contact 
them on specific pieces of legisla-
tion as concerned citizens. Make 
them earn your vote for reelection 
so the next primary election is not 
taken for granted, even by the 
most entrenched lawmakers.

David W. Marshall is the found-
er of the faith-based organization 
TRB: The Reconciled Body and 
author of the book God Bless Our 
Divided America.
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From gifted performer to tragic loss: Jordan 
Neely’s death brings Daniel Penny to trial

The trial began this week and is 
expected to last six weeks, with the 
defense and prosecution planning to 
rely heavily on the four-minute video 
to make their case.

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA 
Newswire)

A widely shared video show-
ing a former Marine placing 
a man in a chokehold aboard 

a New York City subway train will 
be at the heart of the trial of Daniel 
Penny, who faces charges in the 
death of celebrated Michael Jack-
son performer Jordan Neely. The 
video, which has sparked nation-
wide debates on race and public 
safety, shows Penny restraining 
Neely in a chokehold until his 
death.

Penny, 26, is charged with man-
slaughter and criminally negligent 
homicide and has pleaded not 
guilty. He faces a maximum of 15 
years in prison if convicted of the 
top charge. The trial began this 
week and is expected to last six 
weeks, with the defense and pros-
ecution planning to rely heavily 
on the four-minute video to make 
their case. Penny’s attorneys argue 
that he did not apply enough force 
for the chokehold to be fatal, while 
prosecutors contend that he used 
excessive and unjustified force 
against Neely, a 30-year-old Black 
man who had been struggling 
with homelessness and mental 
health issues.

According to the New York City 
chief medical examiner, Neely died 
from compression to his neck, and 
the death has been ruled a ho-
micide. The incident has become 
another flashpoint in discussions 
about racial justice, the treatment 
of homeless individuals, and the 
safety of New York’s subway sys-
tem. Following Neely’s death, 
police initially questioned Penny 
and then released him without 
filing any charges—a move that 
received harsh criticism from ac-
tivists and elected officials.

Outside the Manhattan court-
house this week where the trial 
will take place, supporters of Neely 
continue to call for justice. In the 
wake of Neely’s death, those who 
knew him personally have shared 
his life story with many people. 
One of those voices is Moses 
Harper, a professional dancer who 
wrote a tribute to Neely for The 
Marshall Project titled “My Friend 
Jordan Neely Was Homeless and 
in Mental Distress. But He Was Not 
Expendable.”

“I first met Jordan in 2009, af-
ter Michael Jackson died,” Harper 
wrote. “He was in Times Square 
performing with a couple of his 
friends, and I was coming out of a 
dance studio where I’d been teach-
ing the ‘Thriller’ dance moves. Jor-
dan, who was 16 at the time, was 
surrounded by tourists, engaging 
with all different types of people. 
He picked me out of the crowd and 
said, ‘Come here, let’s do this! Don’t 
be scared.’”

Harper recalled how Neely was 
always full of life when perform-
ing but faced immense personal 
challenges. Neely’s mother was 
murdered when he was 14, a trauma 
that Harper said deeply affected him. 
“That kind of hurt is indescribable,” 
Harper wrote. “Performing as Mi-
chael Jackson was his escape.”

Despite his talent, Neely strug-
gled with mental health and home-

lessness in the years leading up 
to his death. Harper reflected on 
how Neely often felt invisible and 
ashamed of his circumstances, even 
as he tried to maintain his dignity 
through his performances. “There 
is too much pressure put on Black 
men to hold a certain type of pos-
ture and profile,” Harper wrote. “For 
Jordan, I’d imagine he felt like, ‘The 
last time you saw me, I was dressed 
up like the greatest entertainer in 
the world. Look at me now.’”

Harper noted the broader sys-
temic failures of individuals like 
Neely, who are often neglected 
by society. “The system failed 
Jordan,” he wrote. “He didn’t have 
a diploma, he was homeless, and 
he was dealing with mental health 
issues. On top of all of that, when 
he performed, he would get an-
tagonized by people who hated 
Michael Jackson.”

As the trial moves forward, 
the video of the fatal incident will 
serve as a key piece of evidence 
in determining whether Penny’s 
actions were justified. But for those 
who knew Neely, the trial is about 
more than just a legal verdict—it 
is about the value of a life lost too 
soon.

“When I think of Jordan Neely, 
I think of a gifted, kind, young soul 
who was trying to find some joy 
and peace in this world,” Harper 
wrote. “He was priceless.”

Ahmaud Arbery 
murderers appeal 
for new trial amid 
claims of jury bias and 
ineffective counsel

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Ahmaud Arbery, a 25-year-old 
Black man, was fatally shot in 
February 2020 while out for 

a jog through a suburban Georgia 
neighborhood. Now, more than 
three years later, the three men 
convicted of his murder—Greg 
McMichael, his son Travis McMi-
chael, and their neighbor William 
“Roddie” Bryan—have returned 
to court in hopes of securing a 
new trial. Their attorneys argue 
that a flawed jury process and 
inadequate legal defense marred 
the original proceedings.

The defense is seeking to 
overturn the convictions based 
on claims that one of the jurors 
concealed his bias in favor of the 
Arbery family. Travis McMichael’s 
attorney, Pete Donaldson, told the 
court that juror No. 30, the only 
Black member of the panel, felt 
pressured to represent the entire 
Black community during the trial. 
The juror allegedly confided to a 
private investigator in 2022 that 
he felt the weight of racial expec-
tations on his shoulders, according 
to testimony presented in court. 
Judge Timothy Walmsley, who 
presided over the original trial, 
agreed to allow the juror to testify 
under strict conditions, though he 
prohibited any discussion of the 
jury’s private deliberations.

Defense lawyers also argued 
that William Bryan, who recorded 
the cellphone video of the killing, 
was misrepresented by his orig-
inal attorney, who advised him 
to speak to investigators without 
legal safeguards in place. Bryan’s 
new attorney, Rodney Zell, con-
tends that his client’s statements 
during these interviews inadver-
tently incriminated him and con-
tributed to his conviction.

The February 2020 killing of 
Arbery went unpunished for more 
than two months until the video 
recorded by Bryan was leaked, 
sparking national outrage. The 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
took over the case, and the McMi-
chaels and Bryan were arrested. 
Prosecutors charged the three 
men with murder, arguing that 
they had no grounds to pursue or 
detain Arbery, who was unarmed 
and had committed no crime. The 
video, which shows Travis McMi-
chael firing a shotgun into Arbery 
at close range, became central to 

the trial and was a key factor in the 
murder convictions.

The defense continues to main-
tain that the McMichaels and Bryan 
believed Arbery was responsible 
for a string of burglaries in the 
area, though no evidence of theft 
was ever linked to Arbery. During 
the trial, Travis McMichael testified 
that he shot Arbery in self-defense 
after an altercation. However, 
Judge Walmsley had ruled that 
any previous arrests or encounters 
Arbery had with law enforcement 
were irrelevant to the case, as none 
of the defendants knew him before 
the chase.

The McMichaels and Bryan 
were also convicted of federal hate 
crimes in 2022, after a separate 
jury concluded that they target-
ed Arbery because of his race. 
Evidence presented in that case 
included racist social media posts 
and messages from all three men. 
The federal hate crime convictions 
are currently under appeal, with a 
decision expected from the 11th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

Despite the legal motions be-
ing heard in Brunswick, Georgia, 
where the murder took place, 
the public response continues to 
focus on the broader racial issues 
highlighted by Arbery’s death. 
Alongside the killings of George 
Floyd and Breonna Taylor, Arbery’s 
death fueled national protests 
against systemic racism in the U.S. 
criminal justice system.

The legal arguments for a new 
trial will be heard over the course 
of two days, with all three defen-
dants seeking to overturn their life 
sentences. While Greg McMichael 
and his son were sentenced to life 
without parole, Bryan was grant-
ed the possibility of parole after 
30 years. The request for a new 
trial marks the beginning of what 
could be a lengthy legal battle for 
the three men convicted of killing 
Arbery.

Texas judge dismisses marijuana case, citing 
racial profiling, lack of probable cause

Philadelphiaobserver.com

In a striking courtroom moment, 
a Texas judge swiftly dismissed 
a marijuana possession case 

against a Black defendant, citing 
the arrest as a clear instance of 
racial profiling. Harris County Judge 
David Fleischer questioned the 
legitimacy of the arrest, pointing 
out that the defendant, identified 
as “Mr. Blake,” had been stopped 
for what amounted to jaywalking, 
a minor offense that escalated to 
a drug charge. Fleischer’s decision, 
captured on video, quickly went 
viral, drawing praise for his bold 
stance against discriminatory po-
licing.

The case unfolded when police 
detained Blake for crossing a street 
at an unauthorized point, which 
the prosecutor described as an 
infraction. However, Fleischer im-
mediately expressed skepticism, 
referring to the situation as “walk-
ing while Black,” a pointed critique 
of the racial profiling Black people 
often face in everyday situations. 
The judge dismissed the case, 

declaring there was no probable 
cause to justify the subsequent 
search that uncovered marijuana 
in Blake’s possession.

Fleischer’s sharp critique res-
onated deeply, underscoring the 
ongoing issue of systemic racism 
within the criminal justice system. 
The judge remarked that the arrest 
seemed to hinge on the defendant’s 
race rather than legitimate suspi-
cion of criminal activity. Fleischer’s 
use of the phrase “walking while 
Black” further highlighted the racial 
disparities that disproportionately 
affect Black individuals in routine 
police encounters.

This was not the first time 
Fleischer dismissed charges un-
der similar circumstances. In a 
separate case earlier this year, he 

threw out charges against Zion 
Abiola, another Black man who 
was arrested after walking through 
a closed park. Fleischer found no 
probable cause in that case either, 
once again emphasizing that the 
defendant had been targeted 
without legitimate grounds.

As Blake left the courtroom, 
Fleischer offered him a stern piece 
of advice, encouraging him to 
avoid future legal troubles. “The 
world is against you. Don’t let them 
be,” Fleischer said, urging Blake 
to make the most of the second 
chance he had been given. The 
viral nature of the video has since 
ignited discussions on racial bias 
in policing, with many applauding 
Fleischer for taking a stand against 
the misuse of the law.
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By Audrey J. Bernard

Tom Hardy’s third time around 
doesn’t disappoint ‘Venom’ fans!
From Sony Pictures comes “Ven-

om: The Last Dance,” the latest 
horror film scaring the life 

out of fans who live for this type 
of animated exhilaration. Starring 
Tom Hardy as Eddie Brock and his 
alien symbiote alter-ego, this latest 
sci-fi superhero movie premiered 
at the Regal Times Square theater 
in Union Square, New York City 
on Monday, October 21, 2024 and 
won the weekend box office with 
$22 million receipts making it the 
second biggest superhero box 
office opening. The third and final 
film in the trilogy for the horror film 
scared away the competition when 

it was released over the weekend 
with an impressive $22 million box 
office making it the second biggest 
superhero box office opening.

The film which grossed $175 
million worldwide received high 
praise for its action sequences, 
visual effects, and Hardy’s phe-
nomenal superhero performance. 
In particular, fans are going wild 
over the disco dance sequence 
performed by recurring fan-fa-
vorite character Mrs. Chen (played 
by Peggy Lu). Lu is most known as 
Mrs. Chen in Sony’s Spider-Man 
Universe, and appearing in all 
three Venom franchise films: Ven-

om, Venom: Let There Be Carnage, 
and Venom: The Last Dance.

In “Venom: The Last Dance,” 
Tom Hardy returns as Venom, 
one of Marvel’s greatest and 
most complex characters, for 
the final film in the trilogy. Ed-
die and Venom are on the run. 
Hunted by both of their worlds 
and with the net closing in, the 
duo are forced into a devastat-
ing decision that will bring the 
curtains down on Venom and 
Eddie’s last dance.

“Venom: The Last Dance” stars 
Tom Hardy, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Juno 
Temple, Rhys Ifans, Stephen Gra-

ham, Peggy Lu and Alanna Ubach. 
The film is directed by Kelly Marcel 
from a screenplay she wrote, based 
on a story by Hardy and Marcel 
based on the Marvel Comics. The 
film is produced by Avi Arad, Matt 
Tolmach, Amy Pascal, Kelly Marcel, 
Tom Hardy and Hutch Parker. Joe 
Caracciolo Jr. Tom Hardy, Chiwetel 
Ejiofor, Juno Temple, Rhys Ifans, 
Stephen Graham, Peggy Lu, and 
Alanna Ubach serve as executive 
producers. This sci-fi, superhero 
saga was released by Sony Pictures 
Releasing nationwide on Friday, 
October 25, 2024. (Premiere photos 
by Getty Images for Sony Pictures)

Busta Rhymes attends premiere

Image Sony Pictures Image Sony Pictures
Famous dance sequence with character Mrs. Chen 
(played by Peggy Lu)

Juno Temple, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Kelly Marcel 
and Tom Hardy

Donny Cates (comic book writer), Sanford Panitch (president, Sony 
Pictures Motion Picture Group), and Ryan Stegman (comic book 
writer)

Chiwetel Ejiofor and Rhys Ifans
SNL star Kenan Thompson attends pre-
miere

(L-R) US actress Peggy Lu, US film producer Hutch Parker, British actors Rhys Ifans, Juno Temple, US actor 
Chiwetel Ejiofor, British filmmaker Kelly Marcel, British actor Tom Hardy, Mexican actor Cristo Fernandez, 
US actress Alanna Ubach and Canadian actress Clark Backo attend the world premiere of “Venom: The 
Last Dance” at the Regal Times Square theater in New York on Monday, October 21, 2024. (Photo by Leon-
ardo Munoz / AFP) (Photo by Leonardo Munoz/AFP via Getty Images for Sony Pictures)
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Ponder this
There is no shame in telling your story

By Hazel Rosetta Smith

We are in the final week of 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. It has been good 

for survivors to dwell together in 
prayer and fellowship. It is good for 
our spirit and soul that we speak 
words of encouragement and up-
liftment to one another. It is good 
to share the good news through 
the word of God.

You may not be a breast cancer 
survivor, yet you may have a story 
to tell. We all have a story to tell. 
A testimony is a form of praise 
and honor to God for what He 
has done. It is an opportunity to 
tell somebody how God worked 
in you, through you, for you and 

would not let you go.
When you needed a savior, 

God showed up and showed out. 
When you have gone through tri-
als and sufferings in life, that is an 
opportunity to share a testimony 
of how God kept you and brought 
you through.

When you felt the breath of 
life flowing through you, that 
was God’s loving spirit coming to 
you and that is a testimony to be 
shared. A testimony is not only the 
things that we say. Your testimony 
is insight into how you live.

Your story is the key that can 
unlock someone else’s prison. God 
can turn a mess into a message, a 
trial into a triumph, a victim into a 
victor. And his only request is that 
you tell somebody.

As God did it for you, you must 
tell it to others. What you think is 
your misery, God can transform 
into a ministry. Your story can be 
what God uses to draw someone 
to faith in Jesus. Though your 
words are not biblically the writ-
ten words of the gospels, they 
can be used to point people to 
the gospel.

We are all survivors in our 
own way. We will all have a cross 
to carry along our life journey. 
We do not know what it shall 
be, but God will watch to see 
how we carry it. Your prayer and 
your testimony are never to be 
taken lightly. When you check 
on someone or someone calls 
to say they are praying for you, 

that is a profession of faith. It 
is a confirmation of their trust 
and belief in God. Testifying is 
a validation of your relationship 
with God. If you boast at all, be 
certain to boast in what God has 
done for you.

There is a blessed story of 

redeeming love, how it keeps 
us thinking of the joys above. 
How it lightens sorrow, trouble, 
grief, and care, let us tell it, sing 
it, shout it everywhere. Psalm 
105: verses 1 and 2. “Give thanks 
to the Lord, proclaim His name; 
tell the nations what He has 

done. Sing praise to the Lord, tell 
all the wonderful things he has 
done.” [Hazel Rosetta Smith is a 
journalist, playwright, and artis-
tic director for Help Somebody 
Theatrical Ministries. Contact: 
misshazel@twc.com and www.
hazelrosettasmith.com]

Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Vote! Vote! Vote!

Newark Mayor Ras Baraka ignites Black men
Posted By Don Thomas

Mayor Ras Baraka called on 
Black men to prove wrong 
the recent narrative that 

they are apathetic in supporting 
Vice President Kamala Harris for 
President of the United States, 
noting their historic role alongside 
Black women in the fight for social 
justice.

“I know Black men who boy-
cotted in Montgomery. I know 
Black men who were shot for 
the right to vote on the steps of 
city hall,” Mayor Baraka said in a 
powerful speech at St. James AME 
Church. “I know Black men who 
stand up for their families, fight 
for their communities, and never 
turn their back on their women.”

Emphasizing the importance 
of their participation in the up-
coming election, he urged today’s 
Black men to mobilize for Harris, 
continuing their legacy of leader-
ship and resilience. “In November, 
those same Black men are going 
to march themselves to the polls,” 
he continued. “They’re gonna 
make sure that Kamala Harris is 
the next president of the United 
States.”

Recent reporting has raised an 
often-ill-informed narrative that 
Black men will not turn out to vote 
for a woman on the ballot. While 
some have pointed to low sup-
port among Black men in Stacey 

Abrams’ 2018 gubernatorial race, 
this storyline has since been dis-
missed by 85% of Black men who 
supported her bid four years later.

Yet concerns still exist as Don-
ald Trump has sought to court 
Black men, wrongly believing his 
nearly three-dozen felony con-
victions make him empathetic to 
them. A recent Wall Street Journal 
poll found about 25% of Black 
men in battleground states would 
consider voting for Trump.

Mayor Baraka has committed 
to transforming Newark through 
innovative policies and active 
community engagement. Un-
der his leadership, Newark has 
achieved the lowest homicide 
rate in 63 years and reduced 
streethomelessness by 63%. His 
administration has approved over 
4,000 affordable housing units, 
fostering economic development 
without gentrification. Baraka also 
launched a guaranteed income 

pilot program providing $6,000 
yearly payments to 400 Newark 
residents living below the pov-
erty line, stimulating the local 
economy and addressing income 
inequalities.

Baraka’s Lead Line Replace-
ment Program, recognized as a 
“model city” by Vice President 
Kamala Harris, focuses on job cre-
ation while ensuring safe drinking 
water for residents. Additionally, 
Baraka’s commitment to educa-

tion is evident through initiatives 
like the Youth Literacy Action pro-
gram, aimed at improving reading 
levels among children and their 
families, and the Re-engagement 
Center, which supports at-risk 
youth to help them avoid negative 
influences. These initiatives foster 
equity by addressing disparities, 
as Mayor Baraka is committed 
to uplifting the community and 
driving meaningful change.

Newark Mayor Ras Baraka (left) with Black men (Stock Image)

Hazel Rosetta Smith VOTE! 
early…“Do the right thing” 
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 Backed by American Standard’s 

140 years of experience
 Ultra low entry for easy 

entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be ­ rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

ATTORNEY

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To Significant Cash Award. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. For 
Information Call 877-225-4813

AUCTIONS
NYS SURPLUS REAL PROPER-

TY PUBLIC AUCTION: 11/8/19, 
335 Nashopa Road, Mamakat-
ing, NY, 3,767sf colonial, 3.26acs, 
5BR, 3.5baths, fin-bsmt, MINBID 
$249,000; Open House: 11:00am-
1:00pm, 10/15,10/23,11/1; ogs.
ny.gov/NYSStore 518-474-2195

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For 

Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your 
donation is 100% tax deductible. 
Call (917) 336-1254

FINANCE
Denied Social Security Dis-

ability? Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed 
SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help! Win or Pay Nothing! Strong, 
recent work history needed. 866-

979-0096 [Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH
A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 

over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-
977-3677

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-866-569-7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-855-579-8907

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 

EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 888-657-9488.

MISCELLANEOUS

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-
AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home 
repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

TV INTERNET PHONE
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-

nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 1-888-
609-9405

Get DIREC T V! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional 
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO 
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-977-7198 
or visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/
press
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IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO INVEST IN A GOOD THING.
Introducing Better FuturesTM—a whole new kind of investment with a greater 
return than money. When you invest, it helps kids go to college. Because 
a mind is a terrible thing to waste but a wonderful thing to invest in.TM 
Invest in Better Futures at UNCF.ORG/INVEST
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Ahhhhhhh.
That “be your own boss” feeling. 
Join the Cricket Authorized Retailer Network! 

Why Join?

Location, Location, Location:

• We have 4,800+ stores.

• 98% of them are independently owned  
and operated by Authorized Retailers.

Development and Expansion: 

• Cricket Wireless is one of the fastest-growing  
prepaid wireless companies.

• We now have over 9 million subscribers, which  
is double our subscriber base from 2014.

Cricket is looking for exclusive authorized retailers across 
the nation who want to be part of an extraordinary team. 
With nationwide coverage, unlimited talk & text, various 
data options, an exceptional lineup of smartphones, and 
no annual contract, we pride ourselves on providing a 
simple, delightful customer experience—and you can, too.

If you think you have the drive to be part of our amazing 
Cricket Authorized Retailer Team, contact us today!

Take the next step by contacting us at:  
becomeacricketdealer@cricketwireless.com
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