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Republican voter fraud crackdown 
is an effort to disenfranchise Black, 
Hispanic voters, analysis

“At best, these ‘election integrity’ 
units are for show, designed to pla-
cate far-right election denialists in 
the conservative base,” Sawyer told 
the researchers. “At worst, they are 
used to justify new voting restric-
tions and to intimidate people — 
especially racial minorities — from 
exercising their right to vote.”

By Stacy M. Brown 
(NNPA Newswire)

The Republican Party’s assault 
on suspected and unveri-
fied widespread voter fraud 

has come into view for what 
it is: an attempt to disenfran-
chise Black and Hispanic voters. 
 According to a study by The 
Washington Post, Republican-led 
voter fraud crackdowns dispro-
portionately target Democrats 
and minorities. The newspaper’s 
analysis found that Black and 
Hispanic people made up over 
75 percent of defendants accused 
of voter fraud, while registered 
Democrats accounted for nearly 
60 percent of those charged. 
 The analysis also revealed that the 
election integrity units established 
or expanded in six states after the 

2020 election only obtained 47 
convictions, most of which were 
for minor instances of voter fraud 
by individual voters. The anal-
ysis undermines claims by the 
twice-impeached and four-times 
indicted former President Don-
ald Trump and Republicans that 
widespread voter fraud influenced 
the outcome of the 2020 election. 
 Among the key findings, reg-
istered Democrats comprised 
58 percent of those charged 
with identifiable party affilia-
tions, compared to 23 percent 
for registered Republicans. The 
remaining cases involved de-
fendants not registered with a 
specific party. The researchers 
determined a defendant’s race, 
ethnicity, or political party in ap-
proximately 70 percent of cases. 
 Contrary to assertions by Trump 
and some Republican allies, the 
analysis revealed that the election 
integrity units did not uncover 
widespread schemes that could 
significantly impact election out-
comes. Instead, the convictions 
were typically the result of small-
scale fraud or errors made by 
individual voters, such as casting 

multiple ballots, falsifying reg-
istrations, or voting while dis-
qualified due to a conviction. 
 The data also showed that many 
pursued cases ended in dismissal, 
acquittal, or dropped charges. 
Out of 115 resolved cases as of 
mid-December, 42 had such 
outcomes, nearly equaling the 
number of guilty verdicts. All 
convictions occurred in Florida, 
Texas, and Ohio, with Virginia, 
Georgia, and Arkansas failing to 
secure any guilty verdicts despite 
substantial resources allocated. 
 Experts and advocates expressed 
alarm over the findings, with 
Heather Sawyer, executive di-
rector of the watchdog group 
American Oversight, describing 
the units as a waste of money 
undermining democracy. Re-
publicans defended the units, 
emphasizing their role in en-
suring election integrity and 
instilling confidence in voters. 
 Critics argue that the racial and 
political disparities in the crack-
downs, along with the limited 
number of convictions, question 
the necessity and fairness of 
election integrity initiatives. The 
analysis has prompted concerns 
about potential voter suppression 
efforts under the guise of combat-
ing fraud, encouraging calls for 
reevaluating the allocation of re-
sources in election integrity units. 
 “At best, these ‘election integrity’ 
units are for show, designed to 
placate far-right election deni-
alists in the conservative base,” 
Sawyer told the researchers. “At 
worst, they are used to justify new 
voting restrictions and to intim-
idate people—especially racial 
minorities—from exercising their 
right to vote.”

Lawyers dump Trevian Kutti, 
lone Black woman indicted 
with Trump in Georgia RICO 
case

In this handout provided by the 
Fulton County Sheriff’s Office, 
publicist Trevian Kutti poses for 

her booking photo at the Fulton 
County Jail on August 25, 2023, in 
Atlanta, Georgia. | Source: Hand-
out / Getty

At this point, it seems like all 
the people who got behind Don-
ald Trump’s failed bid to overturn 
the 2020 election results are 
currently what we in the Black 
community affectionately refer to 
as “down bad.”

Former Trump attorney Sid-
ney Powell was indicted and was 
ultimately compelled to plead 
guilty turn snitch. Rudy Giuliani is 
now millions of dollars in debt and 
he just might go down as Amer-
ica’s brokest ex-mayor. Sunken 
place Trump stooge Harrison 
Floyd keeps narrowly dodging 
legal officials’ “throw that fool 
back in jail” list. Proud Boys lead-
er Enrique Tarrio was sentenced 
to more than two decades behind 
bars for his part in the Jan. 6 Capi-
tol riot he didn’t even attend.

Now, Trevian Kutti—another 
one of the initial 19 co-defendants 
indicted under RICO charges in 
Georgia—has been dropped by 
her lawyers.

From Fox 5 Atlanta:
The motion, submitted on 

Dec. 18 in Fulton County Superior 
Court, lists Darryl B. Cohen and 
the law firm Cohen Cooper Estep 
& Allen; Steven A. Greenberg and 
the law firm Greenberg Trial Law-
yers; and Joshua G. Herman and 
the law firm Law Office of Joshua 
G. Herman.

The motion states that Kutti 
has been duly notified and must 
now either prepare for trial inde-
pendently or hire new counsel for 

the preparation. Kutti has a 10-day 
window to file an objection.

The submitted court docu-
ments don’t specify why attorneys 
have opted not to represent QMo-
ron America’s new favorite MAGA 
mammy (move over, Candace 
Owens), but people on social me-
dia are already speculating that it’s 
due to Kutti posting not-so-veiled 
threats aimed at former Georgia 
election worker Ruby Freeman, 
who Kutti is accused of—*checks 
notes*—threatening and harassing 
over nonsensical allegations that 
she and her daughter, Wandrea 
Arshaye “Shaye” Moss, conjured up 
fake votes for President Joe Biden. 
(Those allegations are why Giuliani 
is probably one more lawsuit away 
from driving for Uber Eats and 
selling his coffee-stained dentures 
on eBay.)

Health crisis looms: CDC issues stark warning amidst rising tide 
of COVID and flu cases

The CDC emphasized the impor-
tance of staying updated on vacci-
nations against respiratory viruses. 
Beyond COVID-19 and influenza, a 
global uptick in pneumonia cases 
in children is also under scrutiny, 
officials asserted.

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire

A looming healthcare crisis is 
on the horizon as hospitals 
and emergency rooms face 

the potential need to ration care 
by the month’s end, according to a 
chilling advisory from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC).

The CDC’s latest briefing un-
derscores the swift escalation 
in COVID-19 hospitalizations, 
with a particular focus on the 
surge in multisystem inflammato-
ry syndrome in children (MIS-C). 
Simultaneously, influenza is gain-
ing momentum nationwide, and 
respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) 
continues to pose a significant 
threat in multiple regions.

Several reports noted that 
pediatric hospitals are grappling 
with a near-maximum patient load, 

mirroring the levels witnessed this 
time last year. Emergency room 
visits for school-age children have 
undergone an alarming, nearly 
twofold increase, driven chiefly by 
a surge in flu cases.

The CDC said the spike follows 
a period of stabilized emergency 
room figures leading up to Thanks-
giving.

Strikingly, influenza-related 
emergency room visits have now 
eclipsed those for COVID-19 across 
most age groups, with seniors 
being the sole exception where 
COVID-19 rates remain markedly 
higher.

Nursing homes also are re-
portedly witnessing a sharp up-
tick in reported COVID-19 cases, 
particularly in the Midwestern 
region, where infections among 
residents have already surpassed 
last year’s peak. The emergence of 
the JN.1 COVID variant contributes 
significantly to the current wave of 
infections, estimated to comprise 
up to 29% of cases nationwide—a 
stark increase from 8.8% at the 
close of November.

According to the CDC’s projec-
tions, JN.1, a direct descendant of 

the highly mutated BA.2.86 variant, 
has become the swiftest-growing 
variant in the United States. While 
a World Health Organization panel 
asserts that JN.1’s alterations do 
not warrant a revision to this sea-
son’s vaccines, initial data raises 
concerns about reduced vaccine 
efficacy against this variant.

Despite the situation’s urgen-
cy, the CDC said vaccination rates 
are experiencing an unprecedent-
ed decline. Adult flu vaccinations 
are trailing by approximately 8 

million doses compared to last 
year, and children’s flu shots have 
dipped by around five percentage 
points. Bridging this gap is antic-
ipated to be a formidable chal-
lenge, according to discussions 
between vaccine manufacturers 
and the CDC.

With only a third of nursing 
home residents and less than 10% 
of staff receiving the COVID-19 
vaccine this season, Dr. Mandy 
Cohen, Director of the CDC, ex-
pressed deep concern about the 

sluggish vaccine uptake. Urging 
healthcare providers to intensify 
efforts, especially among high-
risk groups, she emphasizes the 
crucial role of vaccinations as 
the peak of the respiratory virus 
season looms.

The CDC emphasized the im-
portance of staying updated on 
vaccinations against respiratory 
viruses. Beyond COVID-19 and 
influenza, a global uptick in pneu-
monia cases in children is also 
under scrutiny, officials asserted.  
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3Biden commutes sentences, pardons marijuana offenses in 
sweeping criminal justice reform

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire

In what the White House called a 
decisive move echoing the core 
tenet of equal justice under law, 

President Joe Biden announced 
a set of substantial clemency ac-
tions aimed at addressing glaring 
disparities within the U.S. criminal 
justice system. The president, un-
derscoring bipartisan consensus 
on the need for a fair and unbiased 
legal framework, declared a series 
of important measures toward 
realizing the promise of equal 
justice in American communities. 
 “I am announcing additional steps 
I am taking to make the promise 
of equal justice a reality,” Biden 
declared, emphasizing that equal 
justice is a “foundational princi-
ple on which America was built.” 
 The first measure involves com-
muting sentences for 11 individ-
uals serving extended terms for 
non-violent drug offenses. Among 
the notable cases receiving com-
mutations are Darryl Allen Wink-
field of Augusta, Ga., Leroy Lymons 
of Pensacola, Fla., and Earlie Dea-
con Barber of Dothan, Ala., each 
of whom was sentenced to life in 
prison. Winkfield was convicted in 

1998 of conspiracy to distribute 
and to possess cocaine. Biden 
commuted the sentence, leaving 
intact a 10-year probation when 
Winkfield is released in April 2024. 
 In 2012, Lymons was sentenced 
to life for conspiracy to distribute 
and possess with intent to distrib-
ute five kilograms or more of a 
mixture and substance containing 
a detectable amount of cocaine. 
The commutation clears Lymons 
for release after 27 years. In 2009, 
Barber was sentenced in Alabama 
for conspiracy to distribute and 
possess with intent to distribute 
five kilograms of a mixture and 
substance containing cocaine 
base. He will now be released in 
April 2024, with a remaining 10 
years of supervised probation. 
 In the president’s words, these in-
dividuals “would have been eligible 
for reduced sentences” under cur-
rent standards. He said the move 
underscores his administration’s 
commitment to rectifying outdat-
ed and unjust sentencing practices. 
 Drawing attention to the crack-
to-powder sentencing disparity, 
Biden noted that he supports ini-
tiatives to eliminate the sentencing 
difference, asserting that it “does 
not advance public safety.” He said 

the move aligns with his broader 
push for criminal justice reform. 
 “I have exercised my clemency 
power more than any recent 
predecessor has at this point in 
their presidency,” Biden stated. 
“And while today’s announce-
ment marks important prog-
ress,  my administration wil l 
continue to review clemency 
petitions and deliver reforms 
that advance equal justice, ad-
dress racial disparities, strength-
en public safety, and enhance 
the wellbeing of all Americans.” 
 The White House insisted that 
law enforcement and experts 
now recognize that the crack-
to-powder sentencing disparity 
is not supported by science, 
does not advance public safe-
ty, and disproportionately im-
p a c t s  B l a c k  c o m m u n i t i e s . 
Administration officials said Attor-
ney General Merrick Garland has 
also expressed support for elimi-
nating the crack-to-powder sen-
tencing disparity and has directed 
federal prosecutors to promote 
the equivalent treatment of crack 
and powder cocaine offenses. 
 “As the president proposed as 
a senator in 2007, a fair criminal 
justice system requires that Con-

gress end, once and for all, this 
unjust and racially discriminatory 
sentencing disparity,” the White 
House said in a statement. “And 
Congress must make these chang-
es fully retroactive.” Building on 
his previous pardon of simple pos-
session offenses, Biden added, “It’s 
time that we right these wrongs.” 
 The move extends to marijua-
na offenses committed on cer-
tain federal lands, encapsulating 
a comprehensive approach to 
marijuana reform, to which the 
president also signed a proc-
lamation to pardon additional 

offenses related to the use and 
possession of marijuana under 
federal and D.C. law. “Too many 
lives have been upended be-
cause of our failed approach to 
marijuana. It’s time that we right 
these wrongs,” Biden insisted. 
 “Just as no one should be in a 
federal prison solely due to the 
use or possession of marijuana, no 
one should be in a local jail or state 
prison for that reason, either. That’s 
why I continue to urge governors 
to do the same with regard to state 
offenses and applaud those who 
have since taken action.”

Biden touts huge investments in Black America,  
yet campaign lags in African American support

As the re-election campaign 
unfolds and despite historic achieve-
ments for the Black community, 
the Biden administration still faces 
the challenge of addressing the 
concerns within the African Amer-
ican community, particularly the 
perceived neglect of the Black Press 
of America. Balancing econom-
ic achievements with communi-
ty-specific outreach will be crucial 
in securing support from this vital 
demographic.

By Stacy M. Brown (NNPA 
Newswire)

As the 2024 presidential elec-
tion race kicks into high 
gear, President Joe Biden’s 

re-election campaign is facing a 
stall among African Americans, 
coupled with concerns over the 
campaign’s perceived neglect of 
the Black Press of America—the 
community’s trusted voice for 
nearly two centuries. Despite 
those reservations, the White 
House is eager to showcase the 
unprecedented accomplishments 
of the Biden-Harris administration, 
particularly in economic growth 
and equity.

President Biden with NNPA 
President & CEO Dr. Benjamin F. 
Chavis Jr./NNPA

“Data shows that the historic 
public investments that make up 
the Biden-Harris Administration’s 
economic agenda in critical sectors 
for future growth, resiliency, and 
security are beginning to come 
to fruition,” White House officials 
stated in a blog, adding that, 
nevertheless, there is more work 
to do to lower costs for American 
families and ensure Americans feel 
the benefit of continued real wage 
growth, a strong labor market, and 

declining inflation.
In the blog post titled “Ten 

Charts That Explain the U.S. Econ-
omy in 2023,” the White House 
underscored historic gains for 

women and Black workers, noting 
that the administration’s econom-
ic agenda is beginning to yield 
positive results. However, amidst 
the achievements, there remains 
acknowledgment of the ongoing 
work required to lower costs for 
American families and ensure the 
widespread benefits of economic 
growth, labor market strength, and 
declining inflation.

The blog detailed key econom-
ic indicators, including surpassing 
the private consensus for real 
economic growth in 2023 and 
the positive impact on consumer 
spending. The Inflation Reduction 
Act was highlighted as a significant 
factor in the historic manufactur-
ing boom, leading to record levels 
of real private manufacturing 
construction investment.

Job gains in 2023 continued 

robustly, contributing to 14.1 mil-
lion jobs added under the Biden 
administration through November. 
The unemployment rate, main-
taining a streak below 4% for 22 
months, achieved a milestone not 
seen in over 50 years.

The administration indicated a 
downward trend, along with real 
wage growth and a decrease in 
wage inequality, despite a peak in 
inflation in the summer of 2022. 
Historic union activity in 2023 was 
cited as a reason for optimism, 
contributing to the highest rate of 
prime-age women participating in 
the labor force since 1948.

African Americans’ worries, 
however, continue to grow be-
cause of what they perceive to be 
the Biden campaign’s underinvest-
ment in the Black Press of America. 
The influential media conglomer-

ate, which the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association represents, 
has served as the community’s 
most trusted voice for nearly two 
centuries, and its omission from 
the campaign strategy hasn’t 
helped to quell questions about 
the administration’s commitment 
to addressing the specific needs 
and concerns of African Americans.

Still, Biden’s commitment to 
supporting Black entrepreneurs 
was emphasized in the blog, high-
lighting significant investments, 
including nearly $70 billion in 
federal contracts awarded to small, 
disadvantaged businesses in FY 
2022. Additionally, $12 billion was 
allocated to community lenders 
to expand access to capital and 
resources for often sidelined en-
trepreneurs.

The U.S. Department of Trea-
sury estimated that those invest-
ments in community lenders 
would result in a $50 billion in-
crease in lending to Latino com-
munities and nearly $80 billion 
to Black communities over the 
next decade. The administration 
earmarked another $10 billion 
for states, tribes, and territories 
to launch and expand capital ac-
cess programs for approximately 
100,000 small businesses.

As the re-election campaign 
unfolds and despite historic 
achievements for the Black com-
munity, the Biden administration 
still faces the challenge of address-
ing the concerns within the African 
American community, particularly 
the perceived neglect of the Black 
Press of America. Balancing eco-
nomic achievements with com-
munity-specific outreach will be 
crucial in securing support from 
this vital demographic.
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Bernie Sanders sole candidate 
to address the Black Press at 
national convention

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent

Every major newspaper and 
news organization in the 
country has labeled the 

Black vote crucial to success in 
the 2020 presidential election, 
and statistics show that African 
Americans are 60% more likely 
to utilize and trust print-related 
resources for information than 
the general public.

However, of the 24 candi-
dates seeking the Democratic 
nomination for president, Sen-
ator Bernie Sanders (I-VT ) is 
the only one that has agreed to 
address key influencers of the 
African American community 
— the Black Press of America 
— at the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s (NNPA) 
annual convention later this 
month in Cincinnati, Ohio.

It’s no secret that Sanders 
has work to do to get his cam-
paign message through to Afri-
can Americans. “We thought we 
could do respectably in South 
Carolina, and we got decimat-
ed,” Sanders said in a campaign 
memo released earlier this year 
in which he discussed losing the 
Black vote to Hillary Clinton in 
South Carolina.

Clinton won an astonishing 
86 percent of South Carolina’s 
Black voters in 2016.

“This is our revolution,” said 
Sanders, who will speak during 
the NNPA Convention’s Lifetime 
Legacy Award Black Tie Gala, Fri-
day June 28that 7:30pm at The 
Westin Cincinnati Hotel. Also 
in attendance will be former 
Ohio State Senator Nina Turn-
er, a key surrogate for Sander’s 
2016 campaign and co-chair of 
his current campaign for the 
Democratic nomination and 
presidency.

The NNPA represents Black-
owned newspapers with mil-
lions of weekly readers across 
the country, including major 
markets l ike New York,  Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Wash-
ington, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Houston, Dallas, 
Baltimore, Chicago and all of the 
nation’s “swing” states.

“You’ve got to win Black 
voters to win the primary,” Law-
rence Moore, a former Sanders 
delegate to the Democratic 

National Convention, told NBC 
News.

“It took [Sanders] a while to 
grow into and learn the issues, 
but he’s willing to listen and 
understand, unlike other poli-
ticians,” Moore said.

I n  a  pol l  commissioned 
by The Black Economic Alli-
anceand conducted by Hart 
Researchand Brossard Research, 
Sanders currently trails former 
Vice President Joe Biden among 
Black voters.

The poll, which measured 
how enthusiastic Black voters 
are about the Democratic presi-
dential candidates, showed that 
76 percent of respondents said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Biden; 64 percent said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Sanders who finished 
ahead of Sens. Kamala Harris 
of California (53 percent) and 
Cory Booker of New Jersey (43 
percent).

African Americans surveyed 
said affordable healthcare, col-
lege and the creation of more 
jobs with good benefits, were 
most important.

Sanders has openly reached 
out to African American leaders 
like NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson and others, where 
he’s discussed the economic 
climate, voter suppression, 
jobs and other issues facing the 
Black community.

In addition to Sanders’ cam-
paign office, NNPA Newswire has 
contacted each of the remaining 
24 Democratic presidential can-
didates for comment, including 
Biden, Harris, Booker, and Texas’ 
Beto O’Rourke, Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren and Kirsten Gillibrand.

“The path to economic se-
curity is rocky for families in 
America but that path is even 
rockier for Black families who 
have stared down decades of 
government sponsored dis-
crimination and institutional 
racism,” Sen. Warren told NNPA 
Newswire in an email.

“ This campaign is about 
making our government and 
our economy work for everyone 
and Black Americans will be on 
the frontlines of that conversa-
tion. The Black Press of America 
and its journalists are an inte-
gral part of how we make our 
democracy work,” Warren said.

Democrats hold hearing 
on white supremacy
The House Oversight subcommittee on 
civil rights and civil liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Supremacy: Adequacy 
of the Federal Response,” reportedly is 
the latest effort by Democrats to spotlight 
ways they say the Trump administration 
has systematically cut back on resources 
used to address threats from domestic 
extremists even as the FBI has reported a 
30 percent to 40 percent rise in domestic 
terrorism cases just since October.

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia

House Democrats on Tues-
day, June 4, grilled officials 
from the FBI and Depart-

ment of Homeland Security 
during a hearing focusing on 

how the Trump administration 
is addressing the growing threat 
of violent white supremacist 
groups.

The House Oversight Sub-
committee on Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Suprem-
acy: Adequacy of the Federal 

Response,” reportedly is the 
latest  effor t  by Democrats 
to spotl ight ways they say 
the Trump administration has 
systematically cut back on re-
sources used to address threats 
from domestic extremists even 
as the FBI has reported a 30 
percent to 40 percent rise in 
domestic terrorism cases just 
since October.

The hearing included FBI 
Assistant Director for Coun-
terterrorism Michael McGar-
rity, FBI Deputy Assistant Di-
rector for Criminal Investiga-
tions Calvin Shivers and DHS 
assistant secretary Elizabeth 
Neumann.

Democratic committee mem-
bers have said they would press 
those members of Trump’s cab-
inet on their “budgets and al-
locations of personnel, data 
collection practices, and strategic 
plans” to address threats from 
white supremacists.

Jobless Rate Increases for Black Men
By Frederick H. Lowe, 

NorthStarNewsToday.com

(TriceEdneyWire.com)–It was 
a new month for jobs data and 
things had gotten worse for 
Black men.

Businesses added 98,000 jobs 
in March, lower than predicted, 
and black men 20 years old and 
older continued to suffer from 
the nation’s highest unemploy-
ment rate.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics reported that the jobless 
rate for black men in March was 
8.2 percent up from 7.8 percent 

in February.
This compares with a March 

jobless rate of 3.6 percent for 
white men, down from 3.8 per-
cent February.

The March jobless rate for 
Hispanic men was 4.5 percent, 
down from 4.6 percent in Feb-
ruary.

There wasn’t any comparable 
data for Asian men 20 years old 
and older. Overall, Asians have 
the nation’s lowest jobless rate 
of 3.3 percent.

Nationwide, employment in-
creased in professional business 
services and mining services but 

the retail trade lost 30,000 jobs.
America’s unemployment rate 

declined to 4.5 percent, a drop of 
0.2 percentage points.
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Federal judge sets trial date 
for former president Trump’s 
classified documents case

The decision arrived follow-
ing what’s been described as a 
contentious hearing at the fed-
eral courthouse in Fort Pierce, 
Fla., where prosecutors from 
the special counsel’s team and 
lawyers representing Trump 
clashed over the trial’s timing.

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire

Judge Aileen M. Cannon has 
rejected former President Don-
ald Trump’s request to delay his 

confidential documents trial until 
after the 2024 election.

Instead, Cannon announced 
on Friday that the trial date for 
the charges of illegally retaining 
dozens of classified documents will 
begin on May 20, 2024.

The decision arrived following 
what’s been described as a con-
tentious hearing at the federal 
courthouse in Fort Pierce, Fla., 
where prosecutors from the spe-
cial counsel’s team and lawyers 
representing Trump clashed over 
the trial’s timing.

The judge took a middle posi-
tion, pushing the start date past 
the Justice Department’s request 
for a trial in December but refusing 
to postpone it after the 2024 elec-
tion, as Trump had hoped.

Trump is the front-runner for 
the GOP presidential nomination.

Cannon clarified that the trial 
would not be moved to another 
location.

Her scheduling order includes 
a series of hearings throughout 
the remainder of this year and into 
next year, with a particular focus 
on handling the classified material 
central to the case.

Trump’s legal obligations to 
attend court likely intersect with 
his campaign schedule, making 
the case highly consequential.

Trump made his initial court 
appearance on Tuesday, June 13, 
where he pleaded not guilty to 37 
charges related to the alleged mis-
handling of classified documents.

The charges brought against 
Trump involve the illegal retention 
of national defense information 
and the concealment of docu-
ments, with potential violations of 
witness-tampering laws during the 
ongoing investigation.

Trump’s close aide, Walt Nauta, 
also faces charges related to a 
conspiracy to obstruct the fed-
eral investigation. Nauta has also 
pleaded not guilty.

The former president is also 
facing more than 30 felony charges 
related to alleged financial crimes 
in New York, and prosecutors in 
Georgia have seated a grand jury to 
determine whether to indict Trump 
on charges related to obstructing 
the 2020 presidential election.

Jack Smith, the special coun-
sel, has also empaneled a federal 
grand jury in Washington where 
Trump acknowledged receipt this 
week of a target letter implying 
that he could be indicted on 
charges related to the January 6, 
2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol.

Florida Board of Education Approves 
Anti-Black History Curriculum

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA 
Newswire)

Florida’s Board of Education 
voted to approve several new 
rules this week, including 

teaching that African Americans 
benefited from their enslavement.

The new curriculum has sparked 
outrage and accusations of racism, 
setting up a new school year unlike 
any other because of these chang-
es and other laws passed by state 
lawmakers and signed by Gov. Ron 
DeSantis.

One of the most controversial 
rules drawing significant pushback 
is the alteration of the standards of 
instruction for African American 
history.

Critics argue that the new 
standards attempt to rewrite Black 
history in a deeply concerning 
manner.

Democratic state lawmakers 
made their objections known at 
the board’s meeting on July 19, 
expressing particular concern over 
one instructional change implying 
enslaved individuals benefited from 
their enslavement.

“Any kind of standards that in-
dicate that slavery benefited Black 
people is such an insult,” said State 
Rep. Rita Harris.

Added Rep. Anna Eskamani, 
“The notion that enslaved people 
benefited from being enslaved is 
inaccurate and a scary standard 
for us to establish in our education 
system.”

The new rule faced additional 
opposition from a coalition of 
Black leaders and community 
groups, who wrote a letter to the 
school board asserting that the 
standards intentionally omitted 
or distorted crucial historical facts 

about the Black experience.
Despite the widespread criti-

cism, the board plans to implement 
the new rule on African American 
history instruction, along with sev-
eral others, in classrooms across the 
state during the upcoming school 
year.

The move adds to the state’s 
ongoing debate over African Amer-
ican history in education, further 
exacerbated by the education de-
partment’s rejection of a prelimi-
nary pilot version of an Advanced 
Placement African American Studies 
course for high school students, 
citing an alleged lack of educational 
value.

Under the new standards im-
posed by the board and DeSantis, 
teachers will instruct middle school 
students about how enslaved peo-
ple developed skills they could use 
to benefit themselves.

The curriculum omits the brutal 
horrors of slavery, the inhumane 
treatment of African Americans, 
including the rape and torture 

of enslaved people, selling and 
separating families, and even the 
brutal mistreatment of children 
and babies.

The new curriculum will teach 
high school students about events 
like the 1920 Ocoee massacre, the 
deadliest Election Day violence in 
US history that began when white 
poll workers prevented Moses 
Norman, a Black landowner, from 
voting.

The rule stipulates that instruc-
tions also must include details about 
the Atlanta race massacre, the Tulsa 
race massacre, and the Rosewood 
race massacre.

“Our children deserve nothing 
less than truth, justice, and the 
equity our ancestors shed blood, 
sweat, and tears for,” NAACP Presi-
dent Derrick Johnson stated.

“It is imperative that we under-
stand that the horrors of slavery 
and Jim Crow were a violation 
of human rights and represent 
the darkest period in American 
history.”

President Biden to sign proclamation establishing national 
monument honoring Emmett Till

Named the “Emmett Till 
and Mamie Till-Mobley Na-
tional Monument,” the historic 
memorial will span three sites 
in Illinois and Mississippi, 
symbolizing locations that 
played a central role in Till’s 
heartbreaking story.

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire

President Joe Biden plans 
to sign a proclamation on 
Tuesday, July 25, establishing 

a national monument honoring 
Emmett Till, the 14-year-old Black 
teenager whose tragic lynching in 
1955 ignited a nationwide outcry 
against racial injustice and dis-
crimination.

Named the “Emmett Till and 
Mamie Till-Mobley National Mon-
ument,” the historic memorial will 
span three sites in Illinois and 
Mississippi, symbolizing locations 
that played a central role in Till’s 
heartbreaking story.

“The new monument will pro-
tect places that tell the story of 
Emmett Till’s too-short life and 

racially motivated murder, the un-
just acquittal of his murderers, and 
the activism of his mother, Mamie 
Till-Mobley, who courageously 
brought the world’s attention to 
the brutal injustices and racism of 
the time, catalyzing the civil rights 
movement,” White House officials 
explained.

The three sites that will be part 
of the monument are the Roberts 
Temple Church of God in Christ in 
Chicago, where Till’s mother held 
an open-casket funeral to display 
her son’s brutalized body; Graball 
Landing in Tallahatchie County, 
Mississippi, believed to be the loca-
tion where Till’s body was retrieved 
from the Tallahatchie River; and 
the Tallahatchie County Second 
District Courthouse in Sumner, 
Mississippi, where Till’s murderers 
were acquitted.

Till’s tragic story unfolded in 
August 1955 while visiting rela-
tives in Mississippi.

Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam, two 
white men, allegedly kidnapped, 
brutally beat, and lynched him 
for allegedly whistling at a white 

woman.
The men’s trial, which occurred 

before an all-white jury, ended in 
their acquittal, sparking outrage 
and disbelief nationwide.

However, in a later interview 
with Look Magazine, Bryant and 
Milam admitted their responsi-
bility for Till’s heinous murder, re-
vealing the justice system’s deeply 
flawed and biased nature during 
that era.

As Till’s story continued to 
gain national attention, the brave 
actions of his mother, Mamie 
Till-Mobley, became a driving force 
behind the Civil Rights Movement.

She insisted that her son’s 
casket remain open during the 
funeral, allowing the world to wit-
ness the brutality of racial violence 
and the stark realities of America’s 
rampant racism.

Photographs of Till’s battered 
and mutilated body were pub-
lished in Jet Magazine, impacting 
the collective consciousness, 
and mobilizing people across 
the nation to fight against racial 
injustice.

Earlier this year, Carolyn Bry-
ant Donham, the white woman 
whose false accusation against Till 
triggered the events leading to his 
lynching, died at the age of 88.

Donham passed away in West-
lake, Louisiana, while receiving 
hospice care, according to a death 
record from the Calcasieu Parish 
Coroner’s Office.

President Biden’s decision to 
establish the national monument 
is seen as crucial to acknowledging 
and preserving the painful history of 
racial violence in the United States.

By commemorating Emmett 
Till’s life and the legacy of his cou-
rageous mother, the monument 
will serve as a reminder of the 
immense sacrifices made by those 
who fought for civil rights, and it 
will stand as a beacon of hope and 
a call to action against ongoing 
injustices.

Administration officials said the 
Emmett Till and Mamie Till-Mobley 
National Monument would sym-
bolize resilience, progress, and the 
enduring fight for a more equitable 
society.

Remembering the icons we lost in 2023
Many others were also lost in 

2023, and though too numerous 
to print, they too also are fondly 
recalled and their contributions not 
forgotten.

By Stacy M. Brown 
(NNPA Newswire)

In a year of achievements and 
setbacks, 2023 said goodbye to 
several significant personalities 

who left a lasting impression on 
the entertainment, sports, civil 
rights, and art industries. Their 
achievements have influenced 
countless generations. Here, we list 
just some of those losses.

• Richard Roundtree: Iconic Star 
of “Shaft’ (1942–2023)

Hollywood said goodbye to 
Richard Roundtree, the iconic Shaft 
star. While forever tied to the role 
that made him famous in 1971, 
Roundtree remained active for 
more than four decades, leaving an 
enduring mark on cinema.

• Tina Turner: Legendary Singer 
and Performer (1939–2023)

The music world mourned the 
loss of Tina Turner, the legendary 
singer renowned for her sultry 
voice and a string of platinum 
hits. Turner’s impact on the music 
industry and her boundless pas-
sion for life captivated millions 
worldwide.

• Andre Braugher: Acclaimed 
Actor (1962–2023)

The acting community bid 
farewell to Andre Braugher, an 
acclaimed actor known for his roles 
in “Homicide” and “Brooklyn-Nine-
Nine.” Braugher’s extraordinary 
talent earned acclaim, particular 
as Det. Frank Pembleton on “Ho-
micide.” Nominated for an Emmy 
11 times, Braugher won the award 
four times.

• Harry Belafonte: Singer, Actor, 
and Civil Rights Activist (1927–
2023)

The world said goodbye to 
Harry Belafonte, a singer, actor, 
and staunch civil rights activist. 
Belafonte’s lifetime of activism 
transformed the arts while advo-
cating for civil rights, leaving an 
enduring legacy.

• Richard Hunt: Visionary Sculp-
tor and Art Pioneer (1935–2023)

The art world bid farewell 
to Richard Hunt, a trailblazing 
sculptor and the first Black artist 
to receive a solo retrospective at 
the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York City. With over 160 public 
sculptures across the U.S., Hunt’s 
seven-decade career left an indel-
ible mark on contemporary art, 
influencing generations.

• George McGinnis: Indiana 
Basketball Legend (1951–2023)

Indiana mourned the loss of 
basketball legend George McGin-
nis, whose impact on the sport 
spanned from his All-American 
days at Indiana University to his 
championship runs with the Pac-
ers. McGinnis will be remembered 
as a symbol of Hoosier basketball 
excellence.

• Jean Knight: Soulful Song-

stress and Grammy-Nominated 
Artist (1943–2023)

The soulful voice behind “Mr. 
Big Stuff,” Jean Knight, passed 
away, leaving a void in the world 
of R&B. Knight’s legacy extends 
beyond her musical achieve-
ments.

• George “Funky” Brown: Kool & 
The Gang Drummer and Songwrit-
er (1949–2023)

The rhythmic heartbeat of 
Kool & The Gang, George “Funky” 
Brown, left an indelible mark 
with his contributions to iconic 
songs like “Celebration” and “La-
dies Night.” Brown’s musical genius 
and resilience were evident even 
in the face of a battle with stage-4 
cancer.

• D.J. Hayden: Former NFL Cor-
nerback and Athlete (1989–2023)

Tragedy struck the sports world 
with the untimely death of former 
NFL cornerback D.J. Hayden. The 
car crash that claimed his life 
has left the sports community in 
shock. Hayden’s athleticism and 
contributions to the game will be 
remembered.

• C-Knight (Arnez Blount): Rap-
per and “Cha Cha Slide” Creator 
(1971-2023)

The hip-hop community lost a 
creative force with the passing of 
C-Knight, known for birthing the 
international dance craze with the 
“Cha Cha Slide.” His legacy lives on 

through the rhythmic beats that 
brought joy to countless dance 
floors, making him a lasting pres-
ence in music.

• Walter Davis: NBA All-Star and 
UNC Basketball Legend (1954–
2023)

UNC basketball mourned the 
loss of one of its finest players, 
Walter Davis, a two-time All-ACC 
honoree and NBA All-Star. Davis, 
whose basketball prowess extend-
ed from the 1976 USA Olympic 
team to an illustrious NBA career, 
remains a symbol of skill and 
sportsmanship.

• Bertie Bowman: Capitol Hill 
Veteran with a Legacy of Service 
(1931–2023)

Capitol Hill bid farewell to Ber-
tie Bowman, whose more than 60 
years of service spanned roles from 
custodial to politically significant. 
Colleagues and the Capitol com-
munity will remember his legacy 
as a dedicated public servant.

• Rudolph Isley: Founding Fa-
ther of The Isley Brothers (1938–
2023)

The music world said good-
bye to Rudolph Isley, a founding 
member of The Isley Brothers. His 
musical genius and timeless contri-
butions to the industry, including 
hits like “Shout” and “Twist and 
Shout,” cemented the Isley Broth-
ers’ place in music history.

• Charles Porter Jr.: Houston’s 

First Black Reporter and Resonant 
Voice (1942–2023)

Houston mourned the loss 
of Charles Porter Jr., a trailblazer 
who became the city’s first Black 
reporter and anchor. His deep, 
resonant voice and coverage of 
significant events, including the 
swearing-in of late Congress-
woman Barbara Jordan, left an 
indelible mark on Houston’s me-
dia landscape.

• Hughes Van Ellis: Tulsa Race 
Massacre Survivor and WWII Vet-
eran (1921–2023)

The nation bid farewell to 
Hughes Van Ellis, one of the last 
surviving witnesses of the Tulsa 
Race Massacre. A proud US Army 
veteran who fought alongside the 
British in WWII, Ellis symbolized 
resilience and a living connection 
to a crucial chapter in American 
history.

• Zoleka Mandela: Granddaugh-
ter of Nelson Mandela (1980–2023)

South Africa mourned the loss 
of Zoleka Mandela, Nelson Mande-
la’s granddaughter. Her battle with 
cancer came to an end, leaving be-
hind a legacy intertwined with the 
struggle for justice and freedom.

• Irish Grinstead: R&B Singer of 
702 (1979–2023)

R&B lost a soulful voice with the 
passing of Irish Grinstead, part of 
the award-winning trio 702. Fans 
all over the world will remember 
her contribution to the late 1990s 
R&B scene and her enduring influ-
ence on the genre.

• Clarence Avant: “The Black 
Godfather” of Music (1931–2023)

The music industry lost a true 
legend with the passing of Clar-
ence Avant, known as “The Black 
Godfather.” Those he inspired will 
always recognize Avant’s con-
tribution to the entertainment 
industry.

• Sheila Oliver: New Jersey 
Lieutenant Governor (1952–2023)

New Jersey mourned the loss 
of Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver, the 
first Black woman to serve in a 
statewide elected position. Oliver’s 
dedication to public service and pi-
oneering role in New Jersey’s polit-

ical landscape will be remembered.
• John Beasley: Actor and Activ-

ist (1943–2023)
Best known for his roles on 

Everwood and The Soul Man, died 
at 79. The actor died after being 
hospitalized in his hometown of 
Omaha, Nebraska, after his health 
took an “unexpected turn for the 
worst” following testing on his 
liver, according to reports.

• Jim Brown: Football Legend, 
Activist, and Actor (1936–2023)

The sports and entertainment 
world lost a multifaceted icon with 
the passing of Jim Brown, a football 
legend, activist, and actor. Brown’s 
influence extended beyond the 
field, making him a prominent 
figure in popular culture.

• Vida Blue: MLB Pitcher and 
World Series Champion (1949–
2023)

Baseball mourned the loss of 
Vida Blue, a former MLB pitcher 
who led the Oakland Athletics to 
three consecutive World Series 
victories in the 1970s.

• Tori Bowie: Olympic Gold 
Medalist in Track and Field (1990–
2023)

The world of athletics lost Tori 
Bowie, an Olympic gold medalist 
in track and field. The track and 
field community celebrates Bow-
ie’s remarkable achievements and 
impact on the sport.

•  Will is Reed: NBA Hall  of 
Famer and Knicks Legend (1942–
2023)

In basketball, fans mourned the 
loss of Willis Reed, an NBA Hall of 
Famer, and iconic Knicks captain. 
His contributions to the sport, in-
cluding leading the Knicks to two 
NBA championships, made him a 
basketball legend.

• Lola Chantrelle “Gangsta Boo” 
Mitchell: Rapper (1979–2023)

Memphis and the hip-hop 
community mourned the loss of 
Gangsta Boo, one-third of the 
award-winning R&B trio 702.

Many others were also lost in 
2023, and though they are too 
numerous to print, they are also 
fondly recalled, and their contri-
butions are not forgotten.

Richard Roundtree/wikimedia 
commonsHarry Belafonte

Hughes Van Ellis. Photo: Justice-
ForGreenwood.org
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5White couple charged 
in cross burning on 
Black neighbors’ lawn 
in South Carolina
White people are seeming-

ly getting more bold in 
the South. Whether it’s a 

white woman killing a Black man 
unprovoked, or a group of racist 
white men threatening a group 
of innocent Black women, it just 
doesn’t seem to stop.

This latest example might be 
even more disturbing.

Last week, a white couple in 
Conway, South Carolina, was ar-
rested after they allegedly erected 
and set fire to a cross outside the 

home of their Black neighbors 
over Thanksgiving weekend.

According to the Horry Coun-
ty Police Department, Worden 
Butler and Alexis Harnett were 
both charged with second-degree 
harassment.

Even though this is their most 
blatant and disturbing act yet, But-
ler and Harnett allegedly have had 
a history of harassing their Black 
neighbors, Shawn and Monica Wil-
liams, with racist remarks, threats, 
disturbing claims, and now this.

Worst crime of 2023? You won’t 
believe what this Jersey mom did 
to her beautiful baby

Philadelphiaobserver.com

A woman from South Jersey 
began the year of 2023 with 
being sent to prison but for 

such a heinous crime, we’re still 
reeling about it.

Nakira Griner, 28, reported her 
nearly 2-year-old son missing back 
in 2019. Griner claimed she was 
attacked while walking to a store 
in Bridgeton, Nj. and that little 
Daniel had been abducted from 
his stroller. The Bridgeton police 
embarked on a rigorous search, 
receiving help from State Police 
bloodhounds and the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children, according to NJ.com. The 
police dogs eventually tracked 
down the scent of the baby boy. 
The horrible twist? The dogs led 
police in Griner’s own backyard.

Shortly after the discovery, 
Griner was charged in connection 
to her son’s death.

The report says Daniel’s autop-
sy revealed he died of blunt force 
trauma and his skull had been bro-
ken into 74 pieces. Also, when his 
body was found, his remains were 
dismembered and burnt to a crisp.

Where was his father? Com-
pletely out of of the loop.

Read more from NJ.com:
Daniel Griner Sr. works as a 

registered nurse at a hospital and 
told police he returned home at 
7:30 p.m. the day before his wife 
reported the disappearance.

The next day, the day his son 
was reported missing, he spoke 
with his wife via FaceTime during 
his lunch break and she told him 
the kids were napping, the pros-
ecutor said.

In phone calls Griner made 
from jail, she allegedly claimed 

Daniel fell down steps and that she 
“did what she did to him” to cover 
up bruising on his body, [Senior 
Assistant Prosecutor Elizabeth] 
Vogelsong-Parvin said.

Originally, Griner told the po-
lice the child fell down the stairs, 
according to the criminal com-
plaint obtained by CBS. She reject-
ed then a plea deal insisting to take 
things to trial under the claim she 
only injured her son but left him 
alone in a stroller hoping someone 
would pick him up.

Screenshot: Cumberland County Jail, Facebook

Photo: J Rueben Long Detention Center
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6 Jay-Z Day and the erosion 
of political substance

News Analysis

Jay-Z, undeniably a cultural 
juggernaut, has made quite a mark 
on music, business, and some of the 
social causes he’s undertaken.

By Stacy M. Brown  
(NNPA Newswire)

In the hallowed chambers of 
New York City’s legislative realm, 
a proposal has surfaced that 

could forever alter the way we 
perceive civic celebration. Farah 
Louis and other council members 
have proposed legislation to de-
clare December 4 as “Jay-Z Day” 
in honor of Shawn Carter, the 
man who would later become a 
global phenomenon. While the 
intent is to honor Jay-Z’s cultural 
contributions, it forces us to con-
front a disconcerting trend that 
has seeped into the very fabric of 
our political landscape—the fer-
vent embrace of celebrity culture. 
 Jay-Z, undeniably a cultural jug-
gernaut, has made quite a mark 
on music, business, and some of 
the social causes he’s undertaken. 
However, the potential establish-
ment of a dedicated day in his 
honor symbolizes a larger issue at 
play—a society where the bound-
aries between genuine recognition 
and celebrity worship are increas-
ingly blurred. The question that 
looms is whether the nation’s po-
litical leaders, those entrusted with 
the serious business of crafting 
laws and policies, should be active-

ly courting the favor of celebrities. 
 In the aftermath of Watergate 
and the Vietnam War, political 
scientist Scott Edwards lamented 
the shift away from the heroic 
political figure. Edwards argued 
that democracies require civ-
ic exemplars whose principled 
strivings serve as models for the 
average person. Fast forward to 
today, and we find ourselves in an 
era where politicians are not only 
courting celebrity endorsements 
but actively seeking approval from 
the glitzy entertainment world. 
 The erosion of American democra-
cy has also given way to a culture 
of celebrity appeasement. The 
proposed Jay-Z Day is emblematic 
of this trend, where recognition is 
bestowed not for political prow-
ess or principled leadership but 
for well-knownness. The danger 
inherent in this shift is palpable, 
as surveys indicate a growing 
belief among Americans that 
celebrities make good politicians. 
 Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson, Mat-
thew McConaughey, Zendaya, and 
Beyoncé—names that routinely 
grace our screens—are now con-
sidered for political leadership. 
However, their appeal lies more 
in their celebrity status than in 
any demonstrated understanding 
of policy intricacies. The danger 
becomes even more apparent 
when we consider that politi-
cians, instead of delving into the 
complexities of governance, are 
bending to the whims of fame. 

 We stand at a crossroads where 
the allure of celebrity has infiltrat-
ed the very essence of governance. 
The desire to gain favor with well-
known people increasingly influ-
ences decisions that affect citizens’ 
lives. It’s a perilous path where 
celebrity status triumphs over ex-
perience, wisdom, and a genuine 
commitment to public service. 
 As we contemplate the potential 
establishment of Jay-Z Day, politi-
cians and everyday people should 
not merely celebrate cultural icons 
but critically assess how far Amer-
icans have strayed from the ideals 
that should define leadership. 
After all, shouldn’t lawmakers 
resist the allure of celebrity, pri-
oritize substance over spectacle, 
and reclaim a political landscape 
where true heroes are those dedi-
cated to the service of the people, 
not those merely basking in the 
fleeting glow of the limelight? 
 In the grand tapestry of democra-
cy, leaders are supposedly chosen 
for their substance, not just their 
celebrity status. Jay-Z Day should 
prompt a reflection on the kind of 
leaders Americans should want—
either individuals who embody the 
principles of governance or merely 
revel in their name’s well-known-
ness. The choices made will shape 
the future of American democracy 
and determine whether people set 
their priorities straight or continue 
down a path where fame eclipses 
substance.

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.
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Culture
Taraji P. Henson’s candid 
revelation sparks industry 
support for equal pay

The 53-year-old star, celebrated 
for her roles in “Empire” and “The 
Color Purple,” opened up about 
the substantial pay gap that Black 
women face in the entertainment 
industry.

By Stacy M. Brown  
(NNPA Newswire)

In a recent SiriusXM interview 
with Gayle King, iconic actress 
Taraji P. Henson bravely ad-

dressed the pervasive issue of pay 
inequality in Hollywood, triggering 
an outpouring of solidarity from 
her peers. The 53-year-old star, 
celebrated for her roles in “Empire” 
and “The Color Purple,” opened up 
about the substantial pay gap that 
Black women face in the entertain-
ment industry.

“I’m only human and it seems 
every time I do something, and I 
break another glass ceiling, when 
it’s time to renegotiate I’m at the 
bottom again like I never did what I 
just did. And I’m just tired,” Henson 
explained in an emotional Sirius 
XM interview. “It wears on you.”

“When it’s time for us to go to 
bat, they don’t have any money,” 
she added of her contract nego-
tiations. “They play in your face. 
And I’m just supposed to smile 
and grin and bear and just keep 
going.”

Support for Henson flooded 
social media, with Gabrielle Union, 
51, taking to X (formerly Twitter) to 
affirm, “Not a damn lie told. Not. A. 
Damn. Lie.” Union emphasized the 
collective commitment of industry 
veterans to usher in the change 
necessary for future generations, 
acknowledging the toll it takes 
on one’s mental health, soul, and 
career.

Keke Palmer, known for her role 
in “Nope,” joined the conversation 
on Instagram, delving into the in-
tricacies of Hollywood paychecks. 
Palmer drew parallels between the 
entertainment industry and other 
businesses, shedding light on the 
collaborative efforts behind every 
successful actor. She discussed 

the financial complexities of man-
aging a team, including agents, 
publicists, and assistants, echoing 
the sentiment that “more money 
means more problems,” a reality 
in any industry.

Palmer further touched upon 
the commonality of juggling mul-
tiple jobs in the entertainment 
sector, often out of necessity rather 
than choice. She highlighted the 
financial challenges faced by those 
pursuing success in America, em-
phasizing the importance of entre-
preneurship while acknowledging 
its inherent expenses.

Henson’s revelations struck a 
chord as she detailed the financial 
strain actors endure, especially 
when negotiating contracts and 
managing the substantial expens-
es of their support teams.

“I’m just tired of working so 
hard, being gracious at what I 
do, getting paid a fraction of the 
cost,” Henson replied. “I’m tired of 
hearing my sisters saying the same 
thing over and over. I hear people 
go, ‘You work a lot.’ I have to. The 
math ain’t mathing.”

She pointed out that behind 
every successful actor is a team of 
people supporting them. “Big bills 
come with what we do. We don’t 
do this alone,” she said. “The fact 
that we’re up here, there’s a whole 
entire team behind us. They have 
to get paid.”

The actress conveyed frustra-
tion at consistently finding herself 
negotiating as though she had 
not already broken barriers in her 
career. Henson candidly shared 
the industry’s tendency to lack 
financial support when it comes 
time for equitable compensation 
negotiations.

Despite these challenges, Hen-
son emphasized the importance of 
diversifying income streams. Be-
yond acting, she has launched side 
projects, such as her TPH haircare 
line, to fortify her financial stand-
ing and safeguard her well-being 
in an industry that, as she put it, “if 
you let it, it’ll steal your soul.” 

Two African films make it to the 
‘Oscars so white” awards

(GIN) –

There’s a burgeoning industry 
of great African films but 
you’ll be lucky to see any of 

them at the Oscars.
  “I’m sure the majority of the 

world doesn’t even know we make 
movies,” commented Likarion 
Wainaina, the 35 year old writ-
er-director of Supa Modo, one of 
Kenya’s most acclaimed films.

  Kenya submitted the film for 
consideration in the Oscar catego-
ry of “international feature films.” It 
was not nominated.

  The Seattle Times wrote about 
the film, “I straight-up bawled my 
eyes out.”

  Since the category of interna-
tional films was introduced in 1956, 
only 10 films from Africa have been 
nominated, representing just 5 
countries. Only 3 have won: Z from 
Algeria (1969), Black and White in 
Color from Ivory Coast (1976) and 
South Africa’s Tsotsi (2005). Two of 
those Oscar winners were directed 
by Europeans and the third by a 
white South African.

  Latin America has just one film 
on the shortlist: Mexico’s Totem. 
That’s down from two last year, 
with Chile’s The Settlers and Ar-
gentina’s The Delinquents missing 
out this year.

  The list of overlooked films is 
impressive. The Senegalese film, 
Atlantique, directed by Mati Diop, 
won the Grand Prix at the Cannes 
Film Festival and was described as 
an allegory for the migrant crisis. 
Diop made history by becoming 
the first Black woman to direct a 
film featured in competition at 

the festival.
  Former President Obama 

named it one of his favorite films 
of the year. It was not nominated

The Oscar has gone to a Euro-
pean nation 58 times over 74 years 
with Canada winning once. France 
has been nominated more times 
than any other country with 41 
nominations. Of the 10 countries 
that have won the most Oscars in 
the category, all are in Europe with 
the exception of 5-time winner 
Japan.

  And only a small club of coun-
tries is even in the running. Just 62 
nations — fewer than a third of the 
countries on earth — have ever 
had a film nominated.

  Cultural biases have a deep 
impact on all Oscar categories, say 
organizers of the #OscarsSoWhite 
campaign. And consider how few 
female nominees there are in the 
best director category. This year’s 
slate is all male.

  In a first-ever submission 
to the international feature film 
category, Namibia offered “Under 
the Hanging Tree.” Starring Girley 
Jazama, David Ndjavera, Roya 
Diehl, and Dawie Engelbrecht, 
the film took on issues of colo-
nialism, racism, and superstition 
in Namibia, alternating between 
Afrikaans, German, and English 
language in its 90-minute-run-
time.

  Last year, Uganda submitted 
its first-ever film for the Oscars, 
putting forward Morris Mugisha’s 
Tembele in the international fea-
ture category.

  The drama follows Tembele, a 
trash collector in Kampala suffer-

ing from mental illness who begins 
to lose his grip on reality after the 
death of his infant son.

“In Africa, men are told to hide 
their feelings and never show 
weakness because they will be 
thought feeble,” Mugisha said. 
“Tembele suggests that it is OK for 
a man to cry and vulnerability is no 
crime especially if you’re hurting. 
This is a film of hope, love and 
brotherhood.”

  Tembele premiered in Uganda 
this summer and swept the Ugan-
da Film Festival Awards, winning 
best film, best actor and best 
supporting actor honors.

  Finally, “La Mere de tous les 
Mensonges”–The Mother of All 
Lies–submitted by Morocco and 
“La Four Daughters,” an Arabic-lan-
guage docu-drama from Tunisia 
have both made it to the shortlist 
of the Best International Feature 
Film category, while Bobi Wine: 
The People’s President about the 
Ugandan pop star/politician is 
shortlisted for the Best Documen-
tary category.

  Finally, from Nigeria, a new 
wave of filmmakers is helping to 
change the depiction of LGBTQ 
characters. Babatunde Apalowo’s 
debut feature–All the Colors of 
the World Are Between Black 
and White–is a tender portrait of 
two men as they experience the 
early moments of an uncertain 
relationship.

  It joins the canon of select 
films by valiant Nollywood film-
makers, queer and otherwise, 
rebelling against the queerphobic 
stereotypes rife in older Nollywood 
flicks.
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Film
Timothée Chalamet is Wonkaful in Warner 

Bros. sweet holiday treat — ‘Wonka’ 

By Audrey J. Bernard

Warner Bros. Pictures Pres-
ents, in Association with 
Village Roadshow Pic-

tures, a Heyday Films Production, 
a Paul King Confection, “Wonka,” 
opened in theaters and in IMAX 
internationally in December 2023 
and in North America on Decem-
ber 15, 2023; and distributed 
worldwide by Warner Bros. Pic-
tures. The movie has been a tasty 
treat for moviegoers who have 
kept it at the top of the box office 
where it ended the year in the 
coveted #1 spot! Go Willie!! Based 
on the extraordinary character 
at the center of Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, Roald Dahl’s 
most iconic children’s book and 
one of the best-selling children’s 
books of all time, “Wonka” tells the 
wondrous story of how the world’s 
greatest inventor, magician and 
chocolate-maker became the be-
loved Willy Wonka we know today.

From Paul King, writer/director 
of the “Paddington” films, David 
Heyman, producer of “Harry Potter,” 
“Gravity,” “Fantastic Beasts” and 
“Paddington,” and producers Alex-
andra Derbyshire (the “Paddington” 
films, “Jurassic World: Dominion”) 
and Luke Kelly (“Roald Dahl’s The 
Witches”), comes an intoxicating 
mix of magic and music, mayhem 
and emotion, all told with fabulous 
heart and humor. Starring Timothée 
Chalamet in the title role, this irresist-

ibly vivid and inventive big screen 
spectacle will introduce audiences 
to a young Willy Wonka, chock-full 
of ideas and determined to change 
the world one delectable bite at a 
time—proving that the best things 
in life begin with a dream, and if 
you’re lucky enough to meet Willy 
Wonka, anything is possible.

Starring alongside Chalamet are 
Calah Lane (“The Day Shall Come”), 
Emmy and Peabody Award winner 
Keegan-Michael Key (“The Prom,” 
“Schmigadoon”), Paterson Joseph 

(“Vigil,” “Noughts + Crosses”), Matt 
Lucas (“Paddington,” “Little Britain”), 
Mathew Baynton (“The Wrong 
Mans,” “Ghosts”), Oscar nominee 
Sally Hawkins (“The Shape of Water,” 
the “Paddington” films, “Spencer”), 
Rowan Atkinson (the “Johnny En-
glish” and “Mr. Bean” films, “Love 
Actually”), Jim Carter (“Downton 
Abbey”), with Oscar winner Olivia 
Colman (“The Favourite”). The 
film also stars Natasha Rothwell 
(“White Lotus,” “Insecure”), Rich 
Fulcher (“Marriage Story,” “Disen-

chantment”), Rakhee Thakrar (“Sex 
Education,” “Four Weddings and a 
Funeral”), Tom Davis (“Paddington 
2,” “King Gary”) and Kobna Hold-
brook-Smith (“Paddington 2,” “Zack 
Snyder’s Justice League,” “Mary 
Poppins Returns”).

Simon Farnaby (“Paddington 2”) & 
Paul King wrote the screenplay, based 
on a story by King and characters 
created by Roald Dahl. Michael Siegel, 
Cate Adams, Rosie Alison and Tim 
Wellspring are serving as executive 
producers. King’s behind-the-scenes 

creative team includes director of 
photography Chung-Hoon Chung 
(“Last Night in Soho,” “Ah-ga-ssi”); Os-
car-nominated production designer 
Nathan Crowley (“Tenet,” “Dunkirk”); 
editor Mark Everson (the “Padding-
ton” films); Oscar-winning costume 
designer Lindy Hemming (the “Pad-
dington” films, “Topsy-Turvy”); and 
composer Joby Talbot (the “Sing” 
films). Neil Hannon of the band The 
Divine Comedy writes original songs 
for the film. (Photos courtesy Warner 
Bros. Pictures)

(L to r) TIMOTHÉE CHALAMET as Willy Wonka, MATHEW BAYNTON 
as Fickelgruber, PATERSON JOSEPH as Arthur Slugworth and MATT 
LUCAS as Prodnose

(L-R) Paterson Joseph, Timothee Chalamet, Calah Lane, Hugh Grant 
and Keegan-Michael Key arrive for the premiere of WONKA at the 
Regency Village Theatre in Westwood, Calif. on De. 10, 2023 (Getty 
Images)

A scene from Warner Bros. Pictures and Village Roadshow Pictures’ WONKA

(L to r) MATHEW BAYNTON as Fickelgruber, MATT LUCAS as Prodnose, 
KEEGAN-MICHAEL KEY as Chief of Police and PATERSON JOSEPH as 
Slugworth

(L to r) CALAH LANE as Noodle and TIMOTHÉE CHALAMET as Willy 
Wonka
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City Chic

If your business accepted Visa and/or Mastercard 
between 2004 - 2019, you’re now eligible to claim 

your share of a $5.5 billion Settlement. 
Claim your share now.

Merchants (business owners) who accepted Visa and/or Mastercard at any time from 
January 1, 2004, to January 25, 2019, are eligible to claim their share of a $5.5 billion Settlement.

Visa and Mastercard and their issuing banks (the “Defendants”) are alleged to have violated the law 
because they wrongfully infl ated Interchange Fees. Defendants say they have done nothing wrong. 
They claim their business practices are legal.

After years of appeals, the Settlement is now fi nal, and Claim Forms are now being accepted. If you 
do not fi le a claim, you will not receive a Settlement Payment.

Claim Forms are now being mailed to more than 15 million merchants. Even if you 
do not receive a Claim Form in the mail, you may still be eligible, and you should visit 
www.PaymentCardSettlement.com to get more information about the Settlement. The deadline to 
fi le a claim is May 31, 2024. You can fi le your claim online at the website. Or, if you prefer, you can 
get a paper Claim Form at the website or by calling 1-800-625-6440. Assistance with preparing your 
claim is available at no cost to you from the Class Administrator and Class Counsel.

Submitting your claim online can take less than fi ve minutes.

STEP ONE:
Scan the QR code to go to 
www.PaymentCardSettlement.com.

STEP TWO:
Provide the 
information 
requested about 
your business.

STEP THREE:
Submit your claim! 
Your claim process is 
now complete.

To get a Claim Form in Spanish                      , Russian                      , Korean                  , Vietnamese                         , 
Japanese                       , Chinese                    , or Thai                      , please visit www.PaymentCardSettlement.com.

Do you need additional 
help or information?

Visit Online:
www.PaymentCardSettlement.com

Email:
info@PaymentCardSettlement.com

Call:
1-800-625-6440

between 2004 - 2019, you’re now eligible to claim 
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Out with the old? 2023 news 
that will haunt us in 2024

by Julianne Malveaux

Many of us go through the 
useless ritual of making 
New Year’s resolutions and 

proclaiming “out with the old.” 
Maybe that works for your eating 
habits or exercise routine, but 2023 
news will be with us into 2024. 
From my perspective, these are the 
things we’ll be paying attention to 
in 2024.

1. I’m an economist, so my top 
news carryover is The economy: 
Inflation is slowing, and unemploy-
ment rates are low. Good news, 
right? Some economists are still 
predicting a recession in 2024 and a 
“sharp hit,” not a “soft landing.” Either 
way, economic news will dominate 
in 2024, and the fact that it’s an 
election year means there will be 
“alternate facts” and interpretations. 
Bottom line – stack your money. 
Recession hits Black folks harder, and 
recovery helps us more slowly than 
it helps others. And don’t believe 
the hype that Biden didn’t help the 
economy. He did!

2. Congressional gridlock: 
won’t go away until the election 
of 2024. Republicans have a narrow 
majority and can’t seem to get 
much done. A budget has to be 
passed in January, but neither side 
appears willing to compromise on 
immigration reform and border 
control, aid to Ukraine and Israel, 
and more. I don’t think Republicans 
are eager to shut the government 
down, especially in an election 
year, but their brinksmanship has 
left their party in tatters (who knew 
who Mike Johnson (R-LA) was a 
year ago)?

3. While I hate to elevate the nar-
cissistic former President: He domi-
nates the news, and unfortunately, 
too many cover him uncritically. 
Look – he lost the 2020 election 
and inspired an insurrection. He’s 
been indicted 91 times and is unfit 
for public office, but his hard-right 
supporters, including many Con-
gressional Republicans, are too 
afraid of his influence to speak up. 
Can he win in 2024? Unless we in-
vest in record turnout, very possibly.

4. Anti-blackness in educa-
tion and legislation: While the 
mainstream media won’t cover 
this much, it is alarming that 44 
states have introduced legislation 
to restrict teaching about race. 
More than 1600 books have been 
banned, including works by lumi-

naries like Toni Morrison and Alice 
Walker. Couple this with the efforts 
of Edward Blum to dismantle affir-
mative action, going so far as to 
sue the government, the private 
sector, and even African Ameri-
can women who have developed 
race-specific efforts. This effort 
isn’t going away. Conservative 
foundations fund Blum’s efforts. 
These very predatory capitalists 
used racism to build their fortunes 
and now want to eliminate the 
use of race in repairing the racial 
wealth gap.

5. Additionally, there have been 
constant attacks on DEI (Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion): Efforts at 
universities, government organi-
zations, and private companies. 
Anti-blackness is alive and well. 
The struggle continues.

6. Police violence: Nobody 
covers police violence better than 
Roland Martin, who very frequent-
ly highlights incidents of police 
violence that don’t make the na-
tional headlines. Just because it 
isn’t on the front page of the New 
York Times doesn’t mean it isn’t 
happening. Kudos to Roland for 
constantly lifting this up and to 
attorney Ben Crump for working 
with the families of those massa-
cred at the hands of rabid police 
officers. Justice delayed is not 
always justice denied. Thanks to 

Assistant Attorney General Kristin 
Clark, many of these massacres are 
being aggressively investigated.

7. Immigration reform and 
border control: Have been unfin-
ished business since 1986, but the 
former President has denigrated 
and misrepresented immigrants. 
There’s no easy solution to immi-
gration. How do we deport mil-
lions who are now part of the fabric 
of our lives? How do we absorb the 
people at our borders who are only 
looking for a better way of life? 
How do we balance the needs of 
those coming in with those already 
here? Cities like Chicago and New 
York struggle to accommodate 
those whose putrid governors (like 
Texas’ Greg Abbott) are shipping 
people to those states. Jingoistic 
rhetoric doesn’t help a pressing 
issue. With Orange Man acolytes 
running the Congress, any solution 
seems grim, if not impossible.

8. Israel: People in the United 
States are firmly divided on how 
our country deals with the Middle 
East. It goes without saying that 
Hamas was wrong in its attack on 
Israel, which resulted in between 
1200 and 1400 deaths and the 
taking of more than 200 hostages. 
It should also go without saying 
that the attack was a function of 
the apartheid state Palestinians 
were forced into, the land loss 

that they experienced, and the 
desperation that many felt. Wading 
into this conflict is like touching 
kryptonite. If you say the wrong 
thing, you’re dead. But while it is 
essential to condemn Hamas, it 
is also important to acknowledge 
their motivation. There must be a 
cease-fire. The hostages must be 
released. The United States must 
be much more measured in our 
approach.

9. Labor Power: Organized la-
bor stepped up and showed out 
with strikes from the United Auto 
Workers, Los Angeles teachers 
and ancillary workers, and actors 
and writers in the entertainment 
industry. It’s essential to black folks 
because when we are organized, we 
make about a third more Black folks 
who aren’t organized. Economic 
issues have radicalized workers who 
thought they had no power. Now, 
as the economy tilts against work-
ers, organizing tilts toward them.

Fasten your seat belts, y’all. 
2023 left us with much in the trunk 
for 2024. May we use this election 
year to struggle for economic and 
social justice?

Dr. Julianne Malveaux is an 
economist and author. The second 
edition of Surviving and Thriving: 
365 Facts in Black Economic Histo-
ry is available through mahogany-
books.com
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African National Congress 
faces party members 
demanding change

 (GIN) –

The historic African National 
Congress, leader of the de-
cades-old struggle against 

apartheid, governing party of the 
Republic of South Africa since 
1994, is having a family feud.

  Deep divisions are coming 
out into the open as when former 
South African president Jacob 
Zuma recently declared he would 
not vote for the ruling ANC in na-
tional elections in 2024.

  “I have decided that I cannot 
and will not campaign for the 
ANC of Ramaphosa in 2024. My 
conscience will not allow me to lie 
to the people of South Africa and 
to pretend that the ANC of Rama-
phosa is the ANC of Luthuli, Tambo 
and Mandela,” said Zuma, referring 
to previous leaders of the ANC.

  Zuma said he would vote for 
the radical new left-wing Umkhon-
to We Sizwe (MK) party, named 
after the ANC’s old armed wing, 
and urged all South Africans to 
reject the ANC.

  “I call on all South Africans to 
join me in taking the important 
step and to vote for the MK Party 
and any other progressive party 
which seeks total liberation,” he 
said.

  Zuma’s remarks added to a 
growing pile of critiques–often 
from former ANC officials such 
as ousted ANC secretary general 
Ace Magashule who recently an-

nounced the formation of a new 
party–the African Congress for 
Transformation (ACT).

  A close ally of ex-president 
Zuma, he was expelled from the 
ruling party in June for allegedly 
personally benefiting from money 
meant to be used to remove as-
bestos from the homes of people 
in the Free State province where 
he was the premier from 2009 
to 2018. He also faces charges of 
corruption in a criminal case.

  Another breakaway was an-
nounced last month by seven 
opposition parties including the 
country’s main opposition party, 
the Democratic Alliance, and a 
string of small parties who agree 
on what they call a Multi-Party 
Charter for South Africa.

Support for the ANC has slowly 
waned over the years amid criti-
cism that it has failed to provide 
basic services and ease poverty 
for millions of the country’s Black 
majority. Widespread corruption 
in state-owned institutions and 
local and national government has 
further eroded its popularity.

  Other problems include the 
highest levels of unemployment in 
the world, a failing electricity sup-
ply that’s led to regular blackouts, 
a broken public transport system 
and high violent crime rates.

  In an effort to bring the op-
position together, a multiparty na-
tional convention was organized, 
led by William Gumede, founder of 

the Democracy Works Foundation 
and assoc. professor, School of 
Governance at the University of 
the Witwatersrand.

  Participants at the first meet-
ing included party leaders from 
the Democratic Alliance, Inkatha 
Freedom Party, Freedom Front 
Plus, among others.

  Herman Mashaba, president 
of ActionSA, explained his pres-
ence at the convention.

  “ANC will lose its majority, and 
all South Africans know this, but 
they have never seen opposition 
parties putting aside differences 
to give them hope,” he said. “We 
must define this agreement with 
a positive vision for South Africa, 
not against other political parties.”

  Freedom Front Plus leader 
Pieter Groenewald asked the par-
ties to set an example by paving a 
way forward to help to save South 
Africa.

  “I don’t think there is anyone 
in South Africa who will not agree 
that we are not at a good point in 
the history of our country. There 
must be change,” Groenewald said.

  Prof William Gumede, who is 
chairing the discussions, encour-
aged party leaders to rise above 
egos and squabbles.

  “Every decision the group 
makes has to be in the best interest 
of South Africa. It has to be for the 
future of all of us and for those 
still to be born.” w/pix of J. Zuma 
in green shirt

Ex-Credit Suisse CEO 
to lead Ivory Coast 
opposition

(GIN)

A former CEO of Credit Suisse, 
Tidjane Thiam, was voted by 
a wide margin to head the 

opposition Democratic Party.
  He received 95% of the vote 

while his opponent, Jean-Marc 
Yace, the mayor of Cocody in the 
de facto capital, Abidjan, received 
3.2 percent.

  Thiam, 61, an Ivorian and 
French businessman and the 
executive chairman of Freedom 
Acquisition Corp, served in the 
cabinet of ex-President Henry 
Konan Bedie in the 1990s before 
leaving the West African country 
almost 25 years ago when Bedie 
was ousted in a coup.

  In March 2020, he left the 
Swiss bank after it was learned that 
the bank had hired private detec-
tives to spy on the former head of 
wealth management, Iqbal Kahn, 
after he left for arch rival UBS.

  Thiam denied any involve-
ment in the spying scandal even 
while Switzerland’s financial reg-
ulator said that Credit Suisse had 
misled it about the scale of the 
spying. The regulator said the bank 
planned seven different spying 
operations between 2016 and 
2019 and carried out most of them.

 In a rare rebuke, the regulator 
said there were serious organi-
zational shortcomings at Credit 
Suisse and that the bank had even 
tried to cover its tracks by doctor-
ing an invoice for surveillance.

  In response, Credit Suisse said 
it condemned the spying and had 
taken “decisive” steps to improve 
its governance and strengthen 
compliance. Thiam resigned short-
ly after.

The PDCI election was held 
at the Felix Houphouet Boigny 
Foundation for Peace Research in 
Yamoussoukro, the dejure capital 
of Ivory Coast.

  Côte d’Ivoire may be one of 
West Africa’s biggest economies, 
but the majority of its people have 
no share in the country’s economic 
success. Almost 40 per cent of the 
country’s about 27 million people 
are living below the national pov-
erty line; more than 40 per cent are 

food insecure.
  According to UNICEF, the birth 

of 230 million children under the 
age of 5 are not registered. These 
“ghost children” are thus deprived 
of access to fundamental rights. 
In Ivory Coast, despite the efforts 
of the authorities, the problem is 
persistent, and even seems to be 
increasing with 35% of children 
unregistered.

  Earlier this year, child welfare 
advocates filed a federal lawsuit 
asking a judge to force the Biden 
administration to block imports 
of cocoa harvested by children 
in West Africa that can end up in 
America’s most popular chocolate 
desserts and candies.

  The lawsuit, brought by the 
U.S.-based International Rights 
Advocates, seeks to have the fed-
eral government enforce a 1930s 
era federal law that requires the 
government to ban products cre-
ated by child labor from entering 
the U.S.

  The nonprofit group says it 
filed the suit because Customs 
and Border Protection and the 
Department of Homeland Security 
have ignored extensive evidence 
documenting children cultivating 
cocoa destined for well-known U.S. 
candy makers, including Hershey, 
Mars, Nestle and Cargill.

  The major chocolate compa-
nies pledged to end their reliance 
on child labor to harvest their 
cocoa by 2005. Now they say they 
will eliminate the worst forms of 
child labor in their supply chains 
by 2025.

  Côte d’Ivoire is the world’s 
largest producer and exporter of 
cocoa (30% of the world produc-
tion), one of the three biggest pro-
ducers and exporters of cashew 
and a major exporter of palm oil, 
coffee and oil. The ountry’s econo-
my is mainly based on agriculture.

  With this election, the Dem-
ocratic Party (PDCI) hopes to 
rejuvenate its image following the 
death of its former leader Henri 
Konan Bedie, in early August at 
the age of 89.

  Ouattara, 81, has not stated 
his intentions for 2025.  w/pix of 
T.Thiam
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The critics are not holding back giving 
Da’Vine Joy Randolph her awards!

Da’Vine Joy Randolph is the 
talk of the award season 
having won several pres-

tigious awards and racked up28 
Best Supporting Actress wins and 
27 nominations for her phenome-
nal performance in Focus Features 
hit holiday film “The Holdovers” 
which she starred in with Pul Gia-
matti and Dominic Sessa under 
the direction of Alexander Payne. 
The film was one of the best films 
of the 2023 award season. Ran-
dolph has been cited repeatedly 
for her winning role as the cook at 
a New England prep school over 
Christmas in the 1970s. Some of 
the distinguished awards include 
New York Film Critics Circle award 
for Best Supporting Actress (2023); 
the Los Angeles Film Critics As-
sociation Award (2023); the NBR 
Award Best Supporting Actress; 
and the BSFC Award Best Support-
ing Actress (2023). She is a 2024 
Nominee Critics Choice Award for 
Best Supporting Actress; Nominee 
Golden Globe Best Performance 
by a Female Actor in a Supporting 
Role in Any Motion Picture; and 
the 2023 Nominee Gotham Inde-
pendent Film Award Outstanding 
Supporting Performance. She is 

also up to receive Palm Springs 
International Film Festival’s es-
teemed Breakthrough Perfor-
mance Award for her memorable 

performance. “The Holdovers” 
which was released in November 
with acclaimed reviews is in the-
aters everywhere and screaming 
on Peacock.

SYNOPSIS: “The Holdovers” 
reunites Sideways alums Paul 
Giamatti and director Alexander 
Payne in a Christmas story of 
three lonely, shipwrecked peo-
ple at a New England boarding 
school over a very snowy holiday 
break in 1970. The comedy stars 
Giamatti as Paul Hunham, an 
odiferous, optically-challenged 
adjunct professor of ancient his-
tory who is universally disliked 
by students and faculty; Da’Vine 
Joy Randolph as Mary Lamb, the 
head cook of the school whose 
only child Curtis was killed in 
Vietnam, and Dominic Sessa, in 
his film debut, as Angus Tully, a 
student at the school–a smart, 
damaged, troublemaker but a 
good kid underneath who’s just 
trying to make his way. Left to 
their own devices in the empty 
school, there are adventures, a 
little calamity and finally, a sem-
blance of family.

CAST: Paul Giamatti, Da’Vine 
Joy Randolph, and Dominic Sessa.

CREDITS: Directed by: Alexan-
der Payne. Written by David Hem-
ingson, Produced by Mark John-
son p.g.a., Bill Block, and David 
Hemingson. Executive Producers 
Andrew Golov, Thom Zadra, and 
Chris Stinson. “The Holdovers” is 
in theaters and streaming on 
Peacock. (Photos by Seacia Pavao/
Focus Features)

About 
Randolph

Pennsylvania native Da’Vine 
Joy Randolph made her Broad-
way and West End debuts star-
ring as Oda Mae Brown in Ghost 
the Musical (2012 Tony Award 
Nomination, Best Featured Ac-
tress in a Musical). A Philadelphia 
native, she received her bach-
elor’s from Temple University 
in classical vocal performance 
and transitioned into acting by 
attending Yale School of Drama 
for her Masters. Regional stage 
credits include Servant of Two 
Masters at Yale Repertory Theater 
and Hair at Prince Music Theater. 
(IMBD)

Da'Vine Joy Randolph attends 
the 2023 Gotham Awards 
(Photo by Bryan Bedder-Getty 
Awards)

Director Alexander Payne enjoys a moment with 'The Holdovers' stars 
Dominic Sessa, Paul Giamatti, and Da'Vine Joy Randolph

Da’Vine Joy Randolph stars as Mary Lamb, the head cook of the 
school whose only child Curtis was killed in Vietnam, in a scene from 
Focus Features' 'The Holdovers'

Audrey’s society whirl
 Audrey J. Bernard
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Entertainment
By Don Thomas

Entertainment
By Don Thomas

Maurice Hines 
80, tap dancing 
star of stage, TV 
and film

By Bruce Haring

Maurice Hines, who tap 
danced his way to a Tony 
nomination during a long 

stage career and was a frequent 
TV guest, has died at the age of 80, 

according to reports from friends 
and family. He began working 
in show business at age five. He 
made his Broadway debut in “The 
Girl in the Pink Tights” in 1954, 
and went on to appear in “Eubie!,” 
“Sophisticated Ladies,” “Bring Back 

Birdie,” and “Uptown…It’s Hot!,” 
the latter winning him a Tony 
nomination. Hines was Nathan 
Detroit in a 2001 tour of “Guys 
and Dolls,” working with Debbie 
Allen, Leslie Uggams, and Richard 
Roundtree.

The capstone to his career was 
the show “Maurice Hines: Tapping 
Through Life,” a tribute to his fam-
ily that was filled with anecdotes 
about working with Ella Fitzgerald, 
Frank Sinatra, Duke Ellington, and 
others. He staged the Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular in 1990, be-
coming the first African American 
to direct at the famed venue.

Born in 1943 in New York City, 
Hines and his younger brother, 
Gregory were trained at an early 
age. Their father, Maurice Hines 
Sr.,  joined his sons in Hines, 
Hines & Dad, an act seen regu-
larly on “The Pearl Bailey Show” 
and “The Tonight Show,” among 
other programs. Maurice film 
resume included appearing with 
his brother in the Francis Ford 

Coppola film “The Cotton Club,” 
playing a tap dance act modeled 
on the Nicholas Brothers. The film 
marked the last time Maurice and 
Gregory performed together, 
as a dispute kept them apart 
until their mother’s death. Their 
careers still intersected during 
the estrangement, and Maurice 
toured in “Jelly’s Last Jam,” the 
show that earned Gregory a Tony 
Award on Broadway.

Maurice Hines eventually paid 
homage to his brother in “Maurice 
Hines Is Tappin’ Through Life.” He 
was also the subject of the doc-
umentary “Maurice Hines: Bring 
Them Back,” currently available for 
rental on demand. No information 
on survivors or memorial plans was 
immediately available.

Rest In Peace

Sandra Reaves-Phillips 79, actress/singer of 
stage and screen
Sandra Reaves-Phillips, the 

actress and singer who ap-
peared in the films “’Round 

Midnight” and “Lean on Me” and 
portrayed six legendary divas 
in a one-woman, tour de force 
stage show, has died. She was 79. 
Reaves-Phillips died at her home 
in Queens, family spokesperson 
Sandra Lanman told The Holly-
wood Reporter. She had been in 
failing health since falling off a 
stage during a performance of 
“Raisin” in St. Louis in 2004 and 
enduring serious auto accidents 
in 2014 and ‘15 in New York.

The South Carolina native 
worked opposite Maurice Hines 
in his 2006 Broadway musical “Hot 
Feet,” and she portrayed Mama 
Younger and Bertha Mae Little, re-
spectively, in “Raisin” on Broadway 
and national and European tours 
and in a 1999 off-Broadway pro-
duction of “Rollin’ on the T.O.B.A.”

Reaves-Phillips was featured 
with Saxophonist Dexter Gordon 
in Bertrand Tavernier’s “‘Round 
Midnight” (1986) in the role of 
Buttercup, and in the Morgan Free-
man-starring “Lean on Me” (1989), 
directed by John G. Avildsen, she 
was Mrs. Powers, the music teacher 
who leads her students in the title 
song.

The production that best 
showcased the breadth of her 
considerable talent was “The 
Late, Great Ladies of Blues & Jazz,” 
where she captured the music 
and personas of Ma Rainey, Bessie 
Smith, Ethel Waters, Billie Holiday, 

Dinah Washington and Mahalia 
Jackson. She toured around the 
country and abroad with the 
show for more than two decades. 
She also created and toured with 
three other one-woman shows, 
“Bold and Brassy Blues,” “Heart to 
Heart,” an R&B revue and a tribute 
to Mahalia Jackson.

Born on Dec. 23, 1944, in Mul-
lins, South Carolina, to a sin-
gle teenage mother, Rosa Lee, 
Reaves-Phillips was raised by her 
grandmother Mathilda, joining 
her in the fields to pick fruits, 
vegetables and cotton. “You go 
six in the morning, leave six in the 
evening, and you get up the next 
morning and do the same thing,” 
she told an interviewer years later.

When she was 15, she moved 
to New York to live with her mom 
and had her first child a couple of 
years later. She began performing 
at amateur nights in local clubs 
and lied about her age in order to 
earn $15 for three shows a night.

Reaves-Phi l l ips s igned a 
recording contract that never 
gained traction, but an impulsive 
decision to sign up for the Al Fann 
Theatrical Ensemble in Harlem 
marked a turning point in her ca-
reer. Reaves-Phillips also stood out 
in the national tour of “One Mo’ 
Time” and in its 1990 off-Broadway 
sequel, “And Further Mo’,” played 
Bessie Smith in “Champeen,” was 
in “Ain’t Nothin’ but the Blues” 
and the original Paris premiere of 
“Black and Blue,” and performed 
in international jazz festivals and 

in a gospel concert at the Vatican 
for Pope John Paul II.

On television, she was on 
“Another World,” “Law & Order,” 
“Homicide: Life on the Street” 
and “Strangers With Candy” and 
worked alongside Ann-Margret in 

the 1994 NBC telefilm “Following 
Her Heart.” Survivors include her 
son, Lacy Darryl Phillips, a record-
ing artist, director and choreogra-
pher, and her daughter, Marishka 
Shanice Phillips, an actor, singer, 
writer, director and acting coach. 

Two of her last performances 
came at Marian’s Jazz Club in 
Bern, Switzerland in 2014 and 
at the Triad Theater in New York 
for her son’s birthday celebration 
in 2019. Article appeared in The 
Hollywood Reporter.
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 Backed by American Standard’s 

140 years of experience
 Ultra low entry for easy 

entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be ­ rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

ATTORNEY

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To Significant Cash Award. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. For 
Information Call 877-225-4813

AUCTIONS
NYS SURPLUS REAL PROPER-

TY PUBLIC AUCTION: 11/8/19, 
335 Nashopa Road, Mamakat-
ing, NY, 3,767sf colonial, 3.26acs, 
5BR, 3.5baths, fin-bsmt, MINBID 
$249,000; Open House: 11:00am-
1:00pm, 10/15,10/23,11/1; ogs.
ny.gov/NYSStore 518-474-2195

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For 

Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your 
donation is 100% tax deductible. 
Call (917) 336-1254

FINANCE
Denied Social Security Dis-

ability? Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed 
SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help! Win or Pay Nothing! Strong, 
recent work history needed. 866-

979-0096 [Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH
A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 

over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-
977-3677

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-866-569-7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-855-579-8907

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 

EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 888-657-9488.

MISCELLANEOUS

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-
AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home 
repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

TV INTERNET PHONE
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-

nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 1-888-
609-9405

Get DIREC T V! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional 
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO 
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-977-7198 
or visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/
press
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That “be your own boss” feeling. 
Join the Cricket Authorized Retailer Network! 

Why Join?

Location, Location, Location:

• We have 4,800+ stores.

• 98% of them are independently owned  
and operated by Authorized Retailers.

Development and Expansion: 

• Cricket Wireless is one of the fastest-growing  
prepaid wireless companies.

• We now have over 9 million subscribers, which  
is double our subscriber base from 2014.

Cricket is looking for exclusive authorized retailers across 
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