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Facebook’s recent ban of the 85-year 
old leader of the Nation of Islam 
drew calls for boycotts of Facebook, 
postings of Farrakhan that went viral 
and talk of creating an independent 
Black social media portal.   
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on Netflix in the U.S 
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Following our nation’s North Star, the Caucus vowed to fight conservative 
attempts to turn back the clock on Black economic, political progress, p3

Pres Biden speaking at the Pres Biden speaking at the 
Congressional Black Caucus Annual Congressional Black Caucus Annual 

Legislative Conference reminded Legislative Conference reminded 
attendees of the determination 13 attendees of the determination 13 

congressmen had in 1971 to create congressmen had in 1971 to create 
a better future and become the a better future and become the 

conscience of congress.  conscience of congress.  

‘FOLLOW ‘FOLLOW 
OUR OUR 

NATION’S NATION’S 
NORTH NORTH 
STAR’STAR’
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3President Biden, Black 
lawmakers conclude CBC 
weekend reinvigorating 
fight for freedom, justice 
and equality 

 By Hamil R. Harris

President Joe Biden addressing the 
audience at the Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation’s Phoe-

nix Awards PHOTO: Kea Taylor/Imagine 
Photography) 

– After years of enduring Republi-
can lawmakers on Capitol Hill working 
to dismantle Civil Rights laws the Con-
gressional Black Caucus (CBC) conclud-
ed their annual conference last week, 
fired up and ready for a new season of 
political battles with a new generation 
of foot soldiers enlisted in the fight.

“Why are they trying to prevent 
economic prosperity and wealth-build-
ing in communities of color?” asked CBC 
Chairman Stephen Hosford (D-Nev.) 
during a forum. Flanked by Isabella 
Casillas Guzman, administrator of the 
U.S. Small Business Administration 
(SBA), they vowed to fight conservative 
attempts to turn back the clock on Black 
economic and political progress.

The  SBA has temporarily suspend-
ed new applications to its 8(a) programs 
after the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Tennessee in July 
ruled against people using the “socially 
disadvantaged” category as a status to 
gain entry to the program.

But Hosford said “The Congressio-
nal Black Caucus will fight, defend, and 
(hold) the line” when it comes to these 
programs.

“It is very important that we create 
wealth and my question to these indi-
viduals who are standing in the way 
and filing these lawsuits is what are 
they afraid of? It is important for all of 
America to know who is bringing these 
lawsuits and why they are doing it.  They 
are attempting to take us back at a time 
when we are making so much progress.”

Whether voting right, economic or 
criminal justice, dozens of topics were 
covered during the conference mixed 
with parties and issues forums.

Trial lawyer Ben Crump held a fo-
rum at the convention center with the 
families of those killed by police brutal-
ity. “When you talk about equality, eq-
uity, and access,” whether it is through 
housing, education, employment, or 
healthcare we realize the power of our 
dollars,” he said.

The group discussed a path forward 
for police reform since the George Floyd 
Justice in Policing Act has still not been 
passed in Congress. Families will discuss 
what reforms have been successful on 
the local level with lawmakers.

“I gotta believe a greater good has 
to result from my son being killed,” said 
Row Vaughn Wells, the mother of Tyre 
Nichols, who died after he was beaten 
by Memphis police officers Jan. 7.

Other participants included:
Mona Harden, mother of Ronald 

Greene; Gwen Carr, mother of Eric Gar-
ner; Tiffany Crutcher, sister of Terence 
Crutcher; Allisa Findley, sister of Botham 
Jean. The lawmakers present included: 
Rep. Lucy McBath; Rep. Sheila Jackson 
Lee, Rep. Steven Horsford, and Sen. 
Cory Booker.

On Saturday morning, Karen Clarke 
Sheard and Reverend Dr. Gina Stewart 
were the special guests at the CBC Day 
of Healing, formerly the CBC prayer 
breakfast, at the Convention Center.

The Day of Healing was a new fea-
ture of the ALC, that offered moments 
of reflection and rejuvenation for vari-
ous communities.

 Nicole Austin-Hillery, President and 
CEO of the Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation, said, “In the spirit of this 
year’s conference theme, Securing Our 
Democracy, Protecting Our Freedoms, 
Uplifting Our Culture, the Day of Heal-
ing grounds us in our purpose and 
fortifies our will to remain steadfast 
in our commitment to community 
empowerment.”

On Saturday night Vice President 
Kamala Harris introduced President 
Biden during the CBC’s annual Phoenix 
Awards, A Black Tie event that is the 
highlight of the ALC.

“The CBC has always been a con-
science of our country, a truthteller.  
Truths about where we have been 
and where we must go,” Harris told the 
audience Saturday night. 

“Tonight, let us continue to speak 
truth.  Across America there is a full-on 
attack on many of the hard-fought, 
hard-won freedoms that the CBC has 
achieved: the freedom to vote; to teach 
America’s full history; to address inequi-
ty and diversity; to love who you love; to 
access education, healthcare, and eco-
nomic opportunity; and the freedom of 
a woman to make decisions about her 
own body,” she said to applause.

During his speech President Biden 
singled out a number of CBC members.

He described House Democrat-
ic Leader Hakeem Jeffries “a leader 
with integrity and courage.  Courage.  
Courage.”

He also pointed out Justin Jones, 
28, member of the Tennessee House 
of Representatives, calling him “a new 
voice who gives us hope for the future.”

The audience chuckled as Biden 
pointed out Hip Hop artists LL Cool J 
and MC Lyte in the Ballroom: “LL J…
Cool J…uhh…(laughter)…By the way, 
that boy has got, he’s got, I think that 
man has got biceps bigger than my 
thighs…and MC Lyte.”

 But Biden concluded on a serious 
note by reminding those present that 
the CBC has come a long away after 
six decades.

“In February of 1971, the year be-
fore I got to the United States Senate, 
200 years ago,” he said to laughter. “13 
Black members of Congress, deter-
mined to create a better future and 
leverage their collective strength, 
formed the Congressional Black Caucus, 
the conscience of Congress, calling us 
to follow our nation’s North Star;  A light 
for the dreams and the pains of cen-
turies of enslaved people in America.”

He said the CBC was created to fight 
for “The idea–once the most simple and 
the most powerful idea in the history of 
the world–that we’re all created equal 
and deserve to be treated equally 
throughout our entire lives.  We’ve 
never lived up to that fully, but we’ve 
never walked away from it either.”

Republicans again defending 
extremism in defense of their views

By Rev Jesse Jackson 
News Analysis

The inmates have taken over 
the asylum in the Republican 
Party. In the party that once 

prided itself on being pro-military, 
one wingnut senator is blocking 
the confirmation of hundreds of 
senior military officials, includ-
ing the secretaries of the Navy, 
Army and Air Force. The party that 
preaches law and order now in 
Alabama openly defies a federal 
court order, refusing to redraw a 
racially discriminatory election 
map. In Wisconsin, Republicans 
seek to impeach a recently elect-
ed state Supreme Court justice 

before she even takes her seat on 
the bench – this time to protect 
a gerry-rigged election map that 
allows them to have a governing 
majority in the state legislature, 
despite representing only a minori-
ty of the votes. Donald Trump and 
his co-conspirators dominate the 
headlines, but the zaniness now 
pervades the party.

Sen. Tommy Tuberville (R-AL.) 
– who never served a day in the 
military – has blocked the confir-
mation of 260 high officers of the 
military – a number that will rise 
to 650 by the end of the year if 
Republicans don’t put an end to 
his nonsense. Tuberville, part of the 
Republican minority in the Senate, 
abuses his senatorial privilege by 
blocking all defense confirmations 
to extort a Senate vote on the De-
fense Department’s abortion pol-
icy. He won’t draw up legislation 
for that vote himself. He demands 
that Democrats introduce the bill 
and hold the vote.

The Pentagon’s policy – imple-
mented after the Supreme Court’s 
egregious decision overturning 
Roe v. Wade – allows soldiers and 
their dependents to take time off 
and use official travel to get to 
states that offer reproductive care 
– this includes not only abortions, 
but in vitro fertilizations. The Pen-
tagon policy forbids the funding of 

abortions, except in the rare cases 
of rape and incest or if the life of 
the mother is at risk. The policy 
mirrors the opinions of the vast 
majority of the American people.

To take up each confirmation 
separately and hold the votes nec-
essary to overcome his objections 
would consume virtually all of the 
time of the Senate. Appointees 
who are not confirmed can’t move 
into their official quarters and have 
limited authority.

In a joint op-ed, the secretaries 
of the Navy, Army and Air Force 
warned that Tuberville was “put-
ting national security at risk.” Rep. 
Michael McCaul, the Republican 
chair of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, warned that Tuberville 
was “paralyzing the Department of 
Defense.” The effect on recruitment 
and retention and on the morale of 
career officials will be brutal. Senior 
Republican leaders in the Senate 
have publicly called on Tuberville 
to stand down. Instead, he vows 
to persist.

In Wisconsin, Republicans dis-
play their utter contempt for 
voters. They gerrymandered the 
election districts to give them a 
controlling majority of the leg-
islature with the minority of the 
votes. In a partisan 4-3 vote, the 

Continued on page 7

Biden-Harris Admin launches 
White House office of gun violence 
prevention to tackle epidemic

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA Newswire)

Gun violence remains a pressing concern for the 
United States, with over 500 mass shootings 
and a reported estimate of 25,000 victims in 

2023 alone. In response, the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration has announced a significant step forward in 
curbing this crisis. President Biden has introduced 
the inaugural White House Office of Gun Violence 
Prevention, dedicated to implementing crucial ex-
ecutive and legislative measures to save lives and 
heal communities.

The office will be under the stewardship of Vice 
President Kamala Harris, perhaps the administration’s 
most vocal advocate against gun violence. Stefanie 
Feldman, a long-serving policy advisor on gun vio-
lence prevention, will take the reins as the Director. 
Joining her are gun violence prevention advocates 
Greg Jackson and Rob Wilcox, who assume the roles 
of Deputy Directors.

“Every time I’ve met with families impacted by 
gun violence as they mourn their loved ones… they 
all have the same message for their elected officials: 
‘Do something,” Biden asserted. He highlighted the 
importance of recent legislative strides and executive 
actions but stressed that they represent the initial 
required phase.

The White House noted that Feldman, the new 
director of the inaugural office, brings a wealth of 
experience. Over more than a decade, Feldman has 
been a stalwart member of Biden’s team, officials not-
ed. Her journey includes instrumental contributions 
following the tragic Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting in 2012.

Further, Greg Jackson, appointed Deputy Director, 
brings his own profound experience as a gun violence 
survivor. As a Community Justice Action Fund leader, 
he has tirelessly advocated for gun violence preven-
tion, shedding light on its disproportionate impact 
on marginalized communities.

Additionally, Rob Wilcox, also assuming the role 
of Deputy Director, has a distinguished background 
in advocating for gun safety measures. Wilcox’s art-
work is a tribute to his cousin Laura, a victim of gun 

violence, and it draws inspiration from personal loss.
The White House said the establishment of the Of-

fice of Gun Violence Prevention builds on the historic 
actions already taken by Biden. This includes signing 
the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, a landmark 
piece of legislation aimed at preventing gun violence.

Officials insisted that efforts to implement the 
Bipartisan Safer Communities Act have yielded tan-
gible results. They pointed out that the legislation 
has increased the Justice Department’s ability to 
prosecute firearms traffickers, restricted access to 
firearms for those under 21, and increased mental 
health support for victims of gun violence.

The Biden-Harris Administration also noted 
they’ve introduced many executive actions to address 
the root causes of gun violence, including measures 
to curb the proliferation of dangerous weapons, hold 
rogue gun dealers accountable, and provide law 
enforcement with essential resources.

Biden has advocated for a ban on assault weapons 
and high-capacity magazines, mandated safe storage 
of firearms, universal background checks, and an end 
to gun manufacturers’ immunity from liability. His Saf-
er America Plan also proposes increased investment 
in community policing and gun violence prevention.

“This epidemic of gun violence requires urgent 
leadership to end the fear and trauma that Ameri-
cans experience every day,” Harris affirmed. The vice 
president affirmed the administration’s unwavering 
commitment to a safer  nation, pledging that “no 
effort would be spared in achieving this goal.”
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Bernie Sanders sole candidate 
to address the Black Press at 
national convention

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent

Every major newspaper and 
news organization in the 
country has labeled the 

Black vote crucial to success in 
the 2020 presidential election, 
and statistics show that African 
Americans are 60% more likely 
to utilize and trust print-related 
resources for information than 
the general public.

However, of the 24 candi-
dates seeking the Democratic 
nomination for president, Sen-
ator Bernie Sanders (I-VT ) is 
the only one that has agreed to 
address key influencers of the 
African American community 
— the Black Press of America 
— at the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s (NNPA) 
annual convention later this 
month in Cincinnati, Ohio.

It’s no secret that Sanders 
has work to do to get his cam-
paign message through to Afri-
can Americans. “We thought we 
could do respectably in South 
Carolina, and we got decimat-
ed,” Sanders said in a campaign 
memo released earlier this year 
in which he discussed losing the 
Black vote to Hillary Clinton in 
South Carolina.

Clinton won an astonishing 
86 percent of South Carolina’s 
Black voters in 2016.

“This is our revolution,” said 
Sanders, who will speak during 
the NNPA Convention’s Lifetime 
Legacy Award Black Tie Gala, Fri-
day June 28that 7:30pm at The 
Westin Cincinnati Hotel. Also 
in attendance will be former 
Ohio State Senator Nina Turn-
er, a key surrogate for Sander’s 
2016 campaign and co-chair of 
his current campaign for the 
Democratic nomination and 
presidency.

The NNPA represents Black-
owned newspapers with mil-
lions of weekly readers across 
the country, including major 
markets l ike New York,  Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Wash-
ington, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Houston, Dallas, 
Baltimore, Chicago and all of the 
nation’s “swing” states.

“You’ve got to win Black 
voters to win the primary,” Law-
rence Moore, a former Sanders 
delegate to the Democratic 

National Convention, told NBC 
News.

“It took [Sanders] a while to 
grow into and learn the issues, 
but he’s willing to listen and 
understand, unlike other poli-
ticians,” Moore said.

I n  a  pol l  commissioned 
by The Black Economic Alli-
anceand conducted by Hart 
Researchand Brossard Research, 
Sanders currently trails former 
Vice President Joe Biden among 
Black voters.

The poll, which measured 
how enthusiastic Black voters 
are about the Democratic presi-
dential candidates, showed that 
76 percent of respondents said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Biden; 64 percent said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Sanders who finished 
ahead of Sens. Kamala Harris 
of California (53 percent) and 
Cory Booker of New Jersey (43 
percent).

African Americans surveyed 
said affordable healthcare, col-
lege and the creation of more 
jobs with good benefits, were 
most important.

Sanders has openly reached 
out to African American leaders 
like NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson and others, where 
he’s discussed the economic 
climate, voter suppression, 
jobs and other issues facing the 
Black community.

In addition to Sanders’ cam-
paign office, NNPA Newswire has 
contacted each of the remaining 
24 Democratic presidential can-
didates for comment, including 
Biden, Harris, Booker, and Texas’ 
Beto O’Rourke, Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren and Kirsten Gillibrand.

“The path to economic se-
curity is rocky for families in 
America but that path is even 
rockier for Black families who 
have stared down decades of 
government sponsored dis-
crimination and institutional 
racism,” Sen. Warren told NNPA 
Newswire in an email.

“ This campaign is about 
making our government and 
our economy work for everyone 
and Black Americans will be on 
the frontlines of that conversa-
tion. The Black Press of America 
and its journalists are an inte-
gral part of how we make our 
democracy work,” Warren said.

Democrats hold hearing 
on white supremacy
The House Oversight subcommittee on 
civil rights and civil liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Supremacy: Adequacy 
of the Federal Response,” reportedly is 
the latest effort by Democrats to spotlight 
ways they say the Trump administration 
has systematically cut back on resources 
used to address threats from domestic 
extremists even as the FBI has reported a 
30 percent to 40 percent rise in domestic 
terrorism cases just since October.

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia

House Democrats on Tues-
day, June 4, grilled officials 
from the FBI and Depart-

ment of Homeland Security 
during a hearing focusing on 

how the Trump administration 
is addressing the growing threat 
of violent white supremacist 
groups.

The House Oversight Sub-
committee on Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Suprem-
acy: Adequacy of the Federal 

Response,” reportedly is the 
latest  effor t  by Democrats 
to spotl ight ways they say 
the Trump administration has 
systematically cut back on re-
sources used to address threats 
from domestic extremists even 
as the FBI has reported a 30 
percent to 40 percent rise in 
domestic terrorism cases just 
since October.

The hearing included FBI 
Assistant Director for Coun-
terterrorism Michael McGar-
rity, FBI Deputy Assistant Di-
rector for Criminal Investiga-
tions Calvin Shivers and DHS 
assistant secretary Elizabeth 
Neumann.

Democratic committee mem-
bers have said they would press 
those members of Trump’s cab-
inet on their “budgets and al-
locations of personnel, data 
collection practices, and strategic 
plans” to address threats from 
white supremacists.

Jobless Rate Increases for Black Men
By Frederick H. Lowe, 

NorthStarNewsToday.com

(TriceEdneyWire.com)–It was 
a new month for jobs data and 
things had gotten worse for 
Black men.

Businesses added 98,000 jobs 
in March, lower than predicted, 
and black men 20 years old and 
older continued to suffer from 
the nation’s highest unemploy-
ment rate.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics reported that the jobless 
rate for black men in March was 
8.2 percent up from 7.8 percent 

in February.
This compares with a March 

jobless rate of 3.6 percent for 
white men, down from 3.8 per-
cent February.

The March jobless rate for 
Hispanic men was 4.5 percent, 
down from 4.6 percent in Feb-
ruary.

There wasn’t any comparable 
data for Asian men 20 years old 
and older. Overall, Asians have 
the nation’s lowest jobless rate 
of 3.3 percent.

Nationwide, employment in-
creased in professional business 
services and mining services but 

the retail trade lost 30,000 jobs.
America’s unemployment rate 

declined to 4.5 percent, a drop of 
0.2 percentage points.
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Federal judge sets trial date 
for former president Trump’s 
classified documents case

The decision arrived follow-
ing what’s been described as a 
contentious hearing at the fed-
eral courthouse in Fort Pierce, 
Fla., where prosecutors from 
the special counsel’s team and 
lawyers representing Trump 
clashed over the trial’s timing.

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire

Judge Aileen M. Cannon has 
rejected former President Don-
ald Trump’s request to delay his 

confidential documents trial until 
after the 2024 election.

Instead, Cannon announced 
on Friday that the trial date for 
the charges of illegally retaining 
dozens of classified documents will 
begin on May 20, 2024.

The decision arrived following 
what’s been described as a con-
tentious hearing at the federal 
courthouse in Fort Pierce, Fla., 
where prosecutors from the spe-
cial counsel’s team and lawyers 
representing Trump clashed over 
the trial’s timing.

The judge took a middle posi-
tion, pushing the start date past 
the Justice Department’s request 
for a trial in December but refusing 
to postpone it after the 2024 elec-
tion, as Trump had hoped.

Trump is the front-runner for 
the GOP presidential nomination.

Cannon clarified that the trial 
would not be moved to another 
location.

Her scheduling order includes 
a series of hearings throughout 
the remainder of this year and into 
next year, with a particular focus 
on handling the classified material 
central to the case.

Trump’s legal obligations to 
attend court likely intersect with 
his campaign schedule, making 
the case highly consequential.

Trump made his initial court 
appearance on Tuesday, June 13, 
where he pleaded not guilty to 37 
charges related to the alleged mis-
handling of classified documents.

The charges brought against 
Trump involve the illegal retention 
of national defense information 
and the concealment of docu-
ments, with potential violations of 
witness-tampering laws during the 
ongoing investigation.

Trump’s close aide, Walt Nauta, 
also faces charges related to a 
conspiracy to obstruct the fed-
eral investigation. Nauta has also 
pleaded not guilty.

The former president is also 
facing more than 30 felony charges 
related to alleged financial crimes 
in New York, and prosecutors in 
Georgia have seated a grand jury to 
determine whether to indict Trump 
on charges related to obstructing 
the 2020 presidential election.

Jack Smith, the special coun-
sel, has also empaneled a federal 
grand jury in Washington where 
Trump acknowledged receipt this 
week of a target letter implying 
that he could be indicted on 
charges related to the January 6, 
2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol.

Florida Board of Education Approves 
Anti-Black History Curriculum

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA 
Newswire)

Florida’s Board of Education 
voted to approve several new 
rules this week, including 

teaching that African Americans 
benefited from their enslavement.

The new curriculum has sparked 
outrage and accusations of racism, 
setting up a new school year unlike 
any other because of these chang-
es and other laws passed by state 
lawmakers and signed by Gov. Ron 
DeSantis.

One of the most controversial 
rules drawing significant pushback 
is the alteration of the standards of 
instruction for African American 
history.

Critics argue that the new 
standards attempt to rewrite Black 
history in a deeply concerning 
manner.

Democratic state lawmakers 
made their objections known at 
the board’s meeting on July 19, 
expressing particular concern over 
one instructional change implying 
enslaved individuals benefited from 
their enslavement.

“Any kind of standards that in-
dicate that slavery benefited Black 
people is such an insult,” said State 
Rep. Rita Harris.

Added Rep. Anna Eskamani, 
“The notion that enslaved people 
benefited from being enslaved is 
inaccurate and a scary standard 
for us to establish in our education 
system.”

The new rule faced additional 
opposition from a coalition of 
Black leaders and community 
groups, who wrote a letter to the 
school board asserting that the 
standards intentionally omitted 
or distorted crucial historical facts 

about the Black experience.
Despite the widespread criti-

cism, the board plans to implement 
the new rule on African American 
history instruction, along with sev-
eral others, in classrooms across the 
state during the upcoming school 
year.

The move adds to the state’s 
ongoing debate over African Amer-
ican history in education, further 
exacerbated by the education de-
partment’s rejection of a prelimi-
nary pilot version of an Advanced 
Placement African American Studies 
course for high school students, 
citing an alleged lack of educational 
value.

Under the new standards im-
posed by the board and DeSantis, 
teachers will instruct middle school 
students about how enslaved peo-
ple developed skills they could use 
to benefit themselves.

The curriculum omits the brutal 
horrors of slavery, the inhumane 
treatment of African Americans, 
including the rape and torture 

of enslaved people, selling and 
separating families, and even the 
brutal mistreatment of children 
and babies.

The new curriculum will teach 
high school students about events 
like the 1920 Ocoee massacre, the 
deadliest Election Day violence in 
US history that began when white 
poll workers prevented Moses 
Norman, a Black landowner, from 
voting.

The rule stipulates that instruc-
tions also must include details about 
the Atlanta race massacre, the Tulsa 
race massacre, and the Rosewood 
race massacre.

“Our children deserve nothing 
less than truth, justice, and the 
equity our ancestors shed blood, 
sweat, and tears for,” NAACP Presi-
dent Derrick Johnson stated.

“It is imperative that we under-
stand that the horrors of slavery 
and Jim Crow were a violation 
of human rights and represent 
the darkest period in American 
history.”

President Biden to sign proclamation establishing national 
monument honoring Emmett Till

Named the “Emmett Till 
and Mamie Till-Mobley Na-
tional Monument,” the historic 
memorial will span three sites 
in Illinois and Mississippi, 
symbolizing locations that 
played a central role in Till’s 
heartbreaking story.

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire

President Joe Biden plans 
to sign a proclamation on 
Tuesday, July 25, establishing 

a national monument honoring 
Emmett Till, the 14-year-old Black 
teenager whose tragic lynching in 
1955 ignited a nationwide outcry 
against racial injustice and dis-
crimination.

Named the “Emmett Till and 
Mamie Till-Mobley National Mon-
ument,” the historic memorial will 
span three sites in Illinois and 
Mississippi, symbolizing locations 
that played a central role in Till’s 
heartbreaking story.

“The new monument will pro-
tect places that tell the story of 
Emmett Till’s too-short life and 

racially motivated murder, the un-
just acquittal of his murderers, and 
the activism of his mother, Mamie 
Till-Mobley, who courageously 
brought the world’s attention to 
the brutal injustices and racism of 
the time, catalyzing the civil rights 
movement,” White House officials 
explained.

The three sites that will be part 
of the monument are the Roberts 
Temple Church of God in Christ in 
Chicago, where Till’s mother held 
an open-casket funeral to display 
her son’s brutalized body; Graball 
Landing in Tallahatchie County, 
Mississippi, believed to be the loca-
tion where Till’s body was retrieved 
from the Tallahatchie River; and 
the Tallahatchie County Second 
District Courthouse in Sumner, 
Mississippi, where Till’s murderers 
were acquitted.

Till’s tragic story unfolded in 
August 1955 while visiting rela-
tives in Mississippi.

Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam, two 
white men, allegedly kidnapped, 
brutally beat, and lynched him 
for allegedly whistling at a white 

woman.
The men’s trial, which occurred 

before an all-white jury, ended in 
their acquittal, sparking outrage 
and disbelief nationwide.

However, in a later interview 
with Look Magazine, Bryant and 
Milam admitted their responsi-
bility for Till’s heinous murder, re-
vealing the justice system’s deeply 
flawed and biased nature during 
that era.

As Till’s story continued to 
gain national attention, the brave 
actions of his mother, Mamie 
Till-Mobley, became a driving force 
behind the Civil Rights Movement.

She insisted that her son’s 
casket remain open during the 
funeral, allowing the world to wit-
ness the brutality of racial violence 
and the stark realities of America’s 
rampant racism.

Photographs of Till’s battered 
and mutilated body were pub-
lished in Jet Magazine, impacting 
the collective consciousness, 
and mobilizing people across 
the nation to fight against racial 
injustice.

Earlier this year, Carolyn Bry-
ant Donham, the white woman 
whose false accusation against Till 
triggered the events leading to his 
lynching, died at the age of 88.

Donham passed away in West-
lake, Louisiana, while receiving 
hospice care, according to a death 
record from the Calcasieu Parish 
Coroner’s Office.

President Biden’s decision to 
establish the national monument 
is seen as crucial to acknowledging 
and preserving the painful history of 
racial violence in the United States.

By commemorating Emmett 
Till’s life and the legacy of his cou-
rageous mother, the monument 
will serve as a reminder of the 
immense sacrifices made by those 
who fought for civil rights, and it 
will stand as a beacon of hope and 
a call to action against ongoing 
injustices.

Administration officials said the 
Emmett Till and Mamie Till-Mobley 
National Monument would sym-
bolize resilience, progress, and the 
enduring fight for a more equitable 
society.

There has always been class 
warfare x

News Analysis 
By Julianne Malveaux

The United Auto Workers and 
the Big Three automobile 
manufacturers – Ford, Gen-

eral Motors, and Stellantis haven’t 
been able to agree on worker 
compensation, and no wonder. 
The UAW leader, Shawn Fein, is 
fiercely committed that workers 
should be better compensated 
and should recoup some of the 
concessions they made to man-
ufacturers when the automobile 
industry was in trouble in 2009. On 
the other side, the CEOs of the big 
three are touting their “generous” 
offer to the union, claiming they’d 
be bankrupt if they met union de-
mands, and using terms like “class 
warfare” to describe the current 
stalemate.

CNBC anchor Jim Cramer was 
among the first to mention class 
warfare when the UAW offered 
a set of reasonable demands. He 
fails to understand that when CEOs 
make hundreds of times more 
than the average worker, there is 
some kind of warfare. Predatory 
capitalists extract surplus value 
from workers and direct it to share-
holders and themselves. Thus, Ford 
GM Mary Barras earns more than 
$30 million a year, 362 times the 
average worker’s earnings. Stellan-
tis CEO Carlos Tavares earns more 
than $24.8 million, 365 times the 
average worker. And Ford’s James 
Farley earns $21 million, 281 times 
as much as the average worker. 
Mary Barras defended her high 
salary by indicating that her pay is 
“performance-based.”

She would not have perfor-
mance were it not for worker 
productivity, but there is a gap 
between worker pay and produc-
tivity. Predatory capitalists are 
capturing the benefits of both 
worker productivity and worker 
concessions, resulting in record 
profits among auto manufacturers.

President Joe Biden was spot 
on when he said that record prof-
its should mean record contracts. 
In other words, pay the people 
whose labor contributed to the 
record profits.

While the Big Three CEOs saw 
their compensation rise by at least 
40 percent in the last four years, 
they’d deny similar pay increases to 
their workers. Indeed, the average 
auto worker earns $28 an hour, just 
a dollar, or less than four percent, 
more than last year.   Those hired 
before 2007 earn $33 an hour, but 
those employed after 2007 make 
only $17 an hour, the two-tier 
compensation the UAW is fighting 
to eliminate. How fair is it that two 
workers, standing side by side, 
have such a pay differential, one 
earning about half of what the oth-
er is making? That’s called worker 
exploitation. The UAW agreed to it 
under challenging circumstances, 
and those circumstances don’t 

exist anymore. By the way, the 
lower-paid workers also get fewer 
health and pension benefits, and 
the union proposal is partly about 
equalizing some of these benefits. 
The quest for fairness is something 
that CNBC’s Cramer describes as 
“frightening.”

What is frightening is the in-
creasing poverty in our nation. It’s 
frightening that predatory capital-
ists are getting away with extreme 
exploitation. It is frightening that 
CEOs make so much compared 
to labor and find nothing wrong 
with this. And it is empowering 
to see UAW President Shawn Fein 
fight fearlessly for workers in the 
face of CEOs who whine about a 
bankruptcy that won’t happen 
unless they figure out how to cut 
a deal with labor.

  If they disagree, the conse-
quences can be dire. If the 150,000 
workers in the UAW all strike simul-
taneously, the union has enough 
in the strike fund to keep them 
out for three months. Meanwhile, 
the auto industry may lose over $5 
billion, and a strike may push the 
economy toward a recession. Auto 
workers aren’t the only ones at 
risk. Those who supply auto man-
ufacturers with parts will probably 
have to lay workers off if auto 
manufacturing slows. There may 
be fewer automobiles available, 
and the fourth quarter is often a 
time when car sales go up. Fewer 
cars may also mean inflationary 
increases in automobile prices. If 
all auto workers go out at the same 
time, it will be catastrophic for the 
economy. Even if fractions go out, 
as 12,000 did on Friday, September 
15, it will disrupt the economy.

The auto strike encourages 
other workers to stand up for 
themselves. Kaiser employees will 
strike by the end of this month if 
they can’t agree with management 
about the terms and conditions 
of work. Others are considering 
strikes, and labor unrest is at an 
all-time high. Workers want to be 
paid fairly. That’s not class warfare, 
that’s survival. To the extent that 
predatory capitalists resist paying 
fairly, there has always been class 
warfare.

Dr. Julianne Malveaux is an 
economist, author, and educator in 
Washington, DC. Juliannemalveaux.
com

Historically Black Land-Grant Universities 
deprived of $12.6b funding over three decades

Drawing on data from the National Center for Ed-
ucation Statistics from 1987 to 2020, the departments 
calculated the amount these institutions would have 
received if their state funding per student equaled that 
of 1862 institutions. Officials said the discrepancies in 
appropriated funding ranged from $172 million to $2.1 
billion, creating significant financial disparities.

By Stacy M. Brown(NNPA Newswire)

Historically Black land-grant universities across 
16 states have been denied a staggering 
$12.6 billion in funding over the past 30 years, 

according to the Biden administration. Secretary of 
Education Miguel Cardona and Secretary of Agri-
culture Thomas Vilsack announced that they have 
contacted governors in each affected state, urging 
them to rectify the funding gap, which has had its 
most significant impact in Tennessee, according to a 
news release. Tennessee State University has suffered 
an underfunding deficit of $2.1 billion.

“Unacceptable funding inequities have forced many 
of our nation’s distinguished historically Black colleges 
and universities to operate with inadequate resources 
and delay critical investments in everything from cam-
pus infrastructure to research and development to 
student support services,” Cardona emphasized.

Similar letters were dispatched to governors in Ala-
bama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklaho-
ma, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia. The 
nation’s land-grant universities, established in the 19th 
century, were designed to advance agricultural educa-
tion and research. While federal law mandates equitable 
distribution of state funding for all land-grant universities, 
this has not been realized for many historically Black insti-
tutions, as revealed in a comprehensive analysis.

Utilizing data from the National Center for Ed-
ucation Statistics, the federal agencies uncovered 
funding disparities in 16 out of 18 states hosting 
Black land grants. Only Delaware and Ohio provided 
equitable funding.

Cardona spoke fervently about the accomplish-
ments of HBCUs and their impact on various profes-
sions. “The Biden-Harris Administration is proud to 
have made record investments in our HBCUs, but to 
compete in the 21st century, we need state leaders 
to step up and live up to their legally required obliga-
tions to our historically Black land-grant institutions,” 
Cardona demanded.

Vilsack echoed Cardona’s sentiments, recognizing 
these institutions’ pivotal role in agricultural advance-
ments. He emphasized the need for governors to 
invest in HBCUs at levels commensurate with their 
contributions to society and the economy.

In a news release, administration officials noted 
that the Second Morrill Act of 1890 mandated that 
states establishing a second land-grant university 
for Black students ensure equitable distribution of 

state funds between their 1862 and 1890 land-grant 
institutions. The 1862 land-grant universities were 
established through the First Morrill Act of 1862, 
which provided states with federal land to support 
the colleges.

Drawing on data from the National Center for Ed-
ucation Statistics from 1987 to 2020, the departments 
calculated the amount these institutions would have 
received if their state funding per student equaled 
that of 1862 institutions. Officials said the discrep-
ancies in appropriated funding ranged from $172 
million to $2.1 billion, creating significant financial 
disparities. Over the past three decades, these 
funds could have been channeled towards crucial 
infrastructure and student services, enhancing the 
universities’ capacity to pursue grants and expand 
educational opportunities.

The Departments of Education and Agriculture 
said they have extended their offer to collaborate 
with each state’s budget office to analyze the funding 
data and redress the disparities in investments for 
1890 HBCUs that have faced chronic underfunding.

Each letter outlined the specific underfunding per 
student for each state’s 1890 HBCUs between 1987 
and 2020 and suggested remedies for the situation. 
“We want to make abundantly clear that it is not 
necessary to reduce funding to other institutions, 
nor make a reduction in general fund allocations to 
(HBCUs) in addressing these disparities,” the secre-
taries wrote. “We are at an inflection point that will 
determine our place in the world as leaders. We need 
to solidify our country as the top producer of talent 
and innovation – demonstrating to the global com-
munity that nothing can beat American ingenuity.”

They continued:
“The state that serves as our nation’s economic 

engine for the next generation is sure to be one 
that fully realizes all its assets and is committed to 
ensuring that opportunity is equally distributed. 
Given the career opportunities that will be available 
due to recent bipartisan federal investments for key 
industries, strengthening these universities to pro-
vide tomorrow’s workforce will enhance your state’s 
economic viability.”

Book censorship on the rise in libraries, ALA 
reports 20% increase in challenges in 2023

Books written by or about 
people of color or members of 
the LGBTQIA+ community are 
primary targets.

By Stacy M. Brown 
(NNPA Newswire)

Assault on Black history and 
other minority groups have 
ramped up with the recent 

banning of books. The American 
Library Association’s Office for 
Intellectual Freedom (OIF) has 
released alarming preliminary 
data indicating a significant surge 
in attempts to censor books, ma-

terials, and services across public, 
school, and academic libraries in 
the United States during the first 
eight months of 2023.

The American Library Associa-
tion (ALA) compiled crucial data on 
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Sometimes the person who helps you fi nish

high school hasn’t even started preschool.

M
es

sa
ge

 &
 D

at
a 

R
at

es
 M

ay
 A

pp
ly

. R
ep

ly
 S

TO
P

 to
 o

pt
 o

ut
. N

o 
pu

rc
ha

se
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

. T
er

m
s 

an
d 

P
ri

va
cy

: a
dc

ou
nc

il.
or

g/
A

bo
ut

-U
s/

P
ri

va
cy

-P
ol

ic
y.

If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have more

support than you realize. Find free adult education classes near you

by texting FINISH to 97779 or by visiting FinishYourDiploma.org.
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Editorial - Opinion

U.S. Open champ and phenom Coco Gauff 
represents a new era of American tennis l 

By Marc H. Morial

- “If you can think it, you can 
do it. If you can dream it, you can 
do it. Just keep working hard. It 
won’t come easy and it will seem 
impossible but if you keep working 
hard it will definitely happen.” - 
Coco Gauff 

Tennis is a sport that has been 
historically dominated by white 
athletes. However, the sport has 
since been experiencing a massive 
shift. Today, young Black athletes, 
exemplified by the prodigious 

Coco Gauff, are not just partici-
pating, but also shining on the 
world’s largest stages. Their rise not 
only redefines the face of Amer-
ican tennis but also challenges 
long-standing narratives around 
race and sports.  

  Remembering tennis greats 
like Arthur Ashe and Althea Gib-
son, we celebrate their unforget-
table spirit and the legacy they 
left behind. These pioneers battled 
racial prejudice, both subtle and 
overt, to carve out their places in 
the archives of tennis history. Their 
stories are the epitome of courage, 
perseverance, and resilience.  

  Ashe and Gibson blazed new 
trails in sports and in social jus-
tice.  Coco Gauff is who they blazed 
them for. 

  It’s fitting that Gauff won the 
U.S. Open as the nation celebrates 
50 years since it became the first 

of the Grand Slam tournaments 
to offer equal prize money to men 
and women.  Billy Jean King, who 
spearheaded the boycott that led 
to equal pay, said “she’s the reason 
we fought so hard 50 years ago.”

Like many among the new 
generation of outspoken Black ath-
letes, Gauff has used her platform 
to advocate for social justice – a 
trail that her own grandmother, 
Yvonne Lee, helped to blaze when 
she became the first Black student 
to attend Delray Beach’s all-white 
Seacrest High School in 1961. 

  Though she was only 16 when 
George Floyd was murdered by 
Minneapolis police in 2020, Gauff 
delivered a powerful speech at 
Black Lives Matter rally outside 
Delray Beach City Hall, speaking 
just after her grandmother, saying 
“I think it’s sad that I’m here pro-
testing the same thing that she did 

50-plus years ago.” 
  Like her grandmother, Gauff 

stormed onto the scene with 
a maturity and expertise well 
beyond her years. From her run 
at Wimbledon in 2019 defeating 
seven-time Grand Slam title winner 
Venus Williams, to her consistent 
performance on the global stage, 
Coco’s story is a testament to the 
transformative power of dedica-
tion and grit. But Coco is more 
than just a talented tennis player. 
She embodies hope, the promise 
of change, and the boundless po-
tential of the next generation. She’s 
not alone though. Players like Fran-
ces Tiafoe, Sloane Stephens, and 
Taylor Townsend also play crucial 
roles in reshaping that narrative.  

  Together, they signify the in-
creasing diversity in a sport once 
perceived as elitist and exclusive.  

  This rise of young Black ath-

letes in tennis is not just about 
achieving individual excellence. 
It’s about challenging the status 
quo, breaking barriers, and carv-
ing out spaces where historically 
there were none. Their successes 
send a powerful message to Black 
children everywhere that they too 
can challenge the status quo, and 
win. It is also important for institu-
tions and stakeholders in tennis to 
recognize this shift and support it. 
From funding grassroots programs 
in marginalized communities to 
promoting diversity at all levels, 
there’s a lot that can and should 
be done.  

  As we celebrate Coco Gauff 
and other Black athletes in this 
sport, let’s remember the signifi-
cance of their journey. They are not 
just changing the face of tennis; 
they are changing the fabric of 
American sports. 

New generation of leaders

By David W. 
Marshall(TriceEdneyWire.com) –

M ichael Jordan is arguably 
one of the best profes-
sional basketball play-

ers in the history of the NBA. 
Among his many accomplish-
ments during his illustrious ca-
reer, Jordan was Rookie of the 
Year, five-time NBA MVP, six-time 
NBA champion, six-time NBA Fi-
nals MVP, and NBA Hall of Fame 
inductee. Jordan’s final game as 
a player was on April 16, 2003, 
where he finished with 15 points 
in a loss to the Philadelphia 76ers. 
“Now I guess it hits me that I’m 
not going to be in a uniform any-
more—and that’s not a terrible 

feeling,” Jordan said afterward. 
“It’s something that I’ve come to 
grips with, and it’s time. This is 
the final retirement.”

Jordan was a phenomenal ath-
lete with a thrilling combination 
of grace, speed, power, artistry, 
and competitive desire. Yet Father 
Time was the only opponent the 
then-40-year-old Jordan could 
never overcome. There are cur-
rent players, like Jordan, who are 
competitive past their basketball 
prime, but physical skills will even-
tually decline, and all players will 
suffer the same fate: retirement. 
While a 40-year-old Jordan is con-
sidered old by professional sports 
standards, he would be regarded 
as relatively young as an elected 
politician.

But Father Time respects no 
one, and he ultimately catches 
up with all of us. Just as Jordan 
concluded it was time to “hang it 
up,” Utah Sen. Mitt Romney made 
the same decision as he recently 
announced that he will not seek a 
second term. Romney emphasized 
the need for a new generation 
of leadership. “At the end of an-
other term, I’d be in my mid-80s,” 
Romney, 76, said in an interview. 
“Frankly, it’s time for a new gener-
ation of leaders. They’re the ones 
that need to make the decisions 

that will shape the world they will 
be living in.”

 A true leader understands they 
cannot be held captive by their 
pride, ego, fame, and thirst for power 
when an influential and productive 
career has run its natural course, 
and it becomes time to pass the 
baton to the next generation. In a 
rare move, former Justice Stephen 
Breyer retired from the Supreme 
Court, allowing President Biden to 
appoint a successor who could serve 
for decades.

There was not a major ideo-
logical shift when the 51-year-old 
Ketanji Brown Jackson replaced 
the 83-year-old Breyer, but rather 
a critical generational and cultural 
shift that gives a fresh voice speak-
ing on behalf of a diverse nation. 
It is the generational and cultural 
shift that causes Republicans to 
feel threatened. Young people 
can be a formidable voting bloc in 
elections if they mobilize across 
racial and party lines. Unsurpris-
ingly, young conservatives feel 
abandoned by the Republican 
Party when evidence shows they 
are targets of the same voter 
suppression tactics used against 
minority voters. In Texas, Republi-
cans introduced a bill that would 
ban all college voting centers and 
drop boxes. In Florida, the gover-

nor approved a bill making it more 
difficult for third-party voter regis-
tration organizations to conduct 
outreach to young people. And in 
Idaho, Republicans passed a bill to 
ban student ID’s from being used 
to register to vote.

We no longer live in times 
where each generation will do 
better than the previous one. As 
our nation moves from one era to 
the next, the idea of the infamous 
American dream is seen only as a 
pipe dream by many millennials 
and members of Generation Z. 
They have a right to feel cynical 
about their future with the cur-
rent generational divide and the 
baby boomers who maintain 
political and economic power 
while holding little interest in the 
future quality of life for younger 
generations. The skyrocketing 
cost of college tuition and houses 
make future homeownership and 
higher education unattainable for 
many Gen Zers.

The future safety of our schools 
is no longer treated as a national 
tragedy and is often addressed 
by prescribing guns in the hands 
of teachers. Our communities are 
facing more intense flooding, 
extreme heat, and vanishing 
mountain forests and wildlife due 
to decades of ignoring climate 

change warnings out of alle-
giance to the fossil fuel industry. 
Millennials and Gen Zers are 
likely stuck with climate change’s 
effects becoming a natural way 
of life in the future. The fight for 
affordable healthcare and decent 
wage growth are reasons we are 
seeing a comeback of the labor 
movement, as evidenced by the 
United Auto Workers having gone 
on strike. Even with the increase 
in corporate profits, corporate 
greed will always force future 
generations of workers to fight for 
inflation-adjusted wage growth.

As baby boomer lawmakers 
like Mitt Romney continue to age 
out, will members of Gen Z commit 
to public service and be trusted 
defenders of their generation? 
Will they have enough political 
opportunities to serve effectively 
when older elected officials on the 
state and federal levels don’t know 
when it is time to pass the baton? 
With the election of Rep. Maxwell 
Frost of Florida as the first Gen Z 
member of Congress, he became 
an example for others to follow.

David W. Marshall is founder of 
the faith-based organization, TRB: 
The Reconciled Body, and author 
of the book “God Bless Our Divided 
America”. He can be reached at www.
davidwmarshallauthor.com
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Usher set to headline 
2024 Super Bowl 
halftime show

The appearance will mark Ush-
er’s second appearance at the 
Super Bowl, following his 2011 
performance alongside the Black 
Eyed Peas.

By Stacy M. Brown 
(NNPA Newswire)

Grammy-winning artist Usher 
plans to dazzle hundreds 
of millions of fans as he 

takes center stage for the highly 
anticipated 2024 Super Bowl half-
time show. On February 11, 2024, 
the renowned performance will 
occur at the Allegiant Stadium in 
Paradise, Nevada, just outside the 
famed Las Vegas Strip.

  Kim Kardashian surprised 
Usher with a phone call to an-
nounce that he would be head-
lining at X (previously known as 
Twitter).

  The appearance will mark 
Usher’s second appearance at the 
Super Bowl, following his 2011 
performance alongside the Black 
Eyed Peas. Rihanna headlined the 
event last year and revealed her 
pregnancy to A$AP Rocky during 
her unforgettable performance.

  “It’s an honor of a lifetime to 
finally check a Super Bowl perfor-
mance off my bucket list. I can’t 

wait to bring the world a show 
unlike anything else they’ve seen 
from me before,” Usher said in a 
statement.

  He extended his gratitude, 
saying, “Thank you to the fans and 
everyone who made this opportu-
nity happen. I’ll see you real soon.”

  Jay-Z, whose Roc Nation 
company is returning to produce 
the halftime show for the fifth 
consecutive year, also commend-
ed Usher. “Usher is the ultimate 
artist and showman. Ever since 
his debut at 15, he’s been charting 
his own unique course. Beyond his 
flawless singing and exceptional 
choreography, Usher bares his 
soul,” Jay-Z stated.

  He added, “His remarkable 
journey has propelled him to 
one of the grandest stages in 
the world. I can’t wait to see the 
magic.” The rapper, 53, and Usher, 
44, have previously collaborated 
on tracks including “Hot Tottie,” 
“Anything,” and “Best Thing.”

  Super Bowl LVIII will be broad-
cast live on CBS on February 11, 
2024. The iconic halftime show 
generally draws hundreds of mil-
lions of viewers, making it one of 
the most sought-after platforms 
in music.

Byron Allen makes a bid 
for ABC television

Byron Allen 
BlackManStreet.

Today(TriceEdneyWire.com) –

Media mogul Byron Allen, 
founder and CEO Allen Media 
Group and Entertainment 

Studios, has bid $10 billion to buy Walt 
Disney’s ABC television network, a 
spokesperson for Allen said on Friday, 
according to various media reports.

A Disney spokesperson said 
that the company was “open to 

considering strategic options for 
its linear business.” The company 
has not decided yet on selling ABC 
or any other property.

The discussions come after 
Disney CEO Bob Iger said in July 
that the company could sell some 
of its traditional TV assets, which 
struggled for years because of the 
rise of streaming services.

ABC comprises a national TV 
network and eight regional sta-
tions. It has affiliation agreements 

with about 240 local television 
stations reaching almost all U.S. 
television households.

In 1993, Allen founded the Los 
Angeles, California-based Enter-
tainment Studios, a division of the 
Allen Media Group, a global media 
company. Allen’s enterprise has 
grown over the years, expanding 
to encompass offices in New York, 
Chicago, Atlanta, and Raleigh. The 
company also owns the Weather 
Channel.

state Supreme Court refused to 
overturn the injustice. In response, 
voters in Wisconsin threw out a 
conservative justice and elected 
a reformer who campaigned on 
upholding the rights of women 
and workers and ensuring that 
elections expressed the will of 
the majority. So now Republicans 
in the state legislature are threat-
ening to impeach the new justice 
before she takes her seat on the 
bench. Following Donald Trump’s 
example, they scorn the verdict of 
the voters.

In Alabama, Republican de-
fiance of the order of a federal 
court evokes the ugly Southern 
history of invoking states’ rights 
to discriminate against African 
Americans. In June, the Supreme 
Court upheld the lower court rul-

ing that Alabama’s redistricting 
violated the Voting Rights Act 
and ordered the state to redraw 
the lines. (In a state where over 
one in four voters are African 
American, only one of seven 
districts was majority black.) The 
legislature simply ignored the 
court order. Now a three-judge 
federal court panel has appoint-
ed its own master to redraw 
the lines. State Republicans are 
counting on an appeal to the 
Supreme Court in the hope that 
its conservative majority will give 
them free rein.

On abortion, on racial dis-
crimination, on redistricting, 
Republican views are opposed 
by most Americans. So, they seek 
various ways to enforce their 
views – even if that requires per-
versely weakening the Pentagon, 
or overturning the results of an 

election, or ignoring the orders 
of a court.

In 1964, Sen. Barry Goldwa-
ter, the Republican candidate 
for president, proclaimed that 
“extremism in defense of liberty 
is no vice. And moderation in the 
pursuit of justice is no virtue.” This 
echoed the rhetoric of plantation 
owners, arguing that their liberty 
included the right to enslave oth-
ers. Goldwater suffered one of the 
worst election defeats in history. 
Now Republicans are once more 
defending extremism in defense 
of their views that they have the 
right to strip women of control of 
their bodies, to revoke the voting 
rights of African Americans, to 
subvert the will of a majority of 
the voters. Once more they will 
only be stopped if they are repu-
diated again and again by voters 
at the ballot box and by j

Republicans again defending 
extremism in defense of their views

From page 3
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8 Dignitaries, changemakers, lawmakers tout the Black Press 
at the 2023 NNPA National Leadership Awards Reception

The highly anticipated event 
delivered on the Black Press 
of America’s promise of an 
evening of recognition and 
celebration in honor of excep-
tional leaders who have made 
significant contributions to 
America, particularly the Afri-
can American community.

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire

Founder and Head of Mission 
of the Diaspora African Fo-
rum H.E. Dr. Erieka Bennett, 

Baltimore Ravens QB Tyler Huntley, 
Activist Erica Ford, Democratic 
National Committee Chair Jamie 
Harrison, Exonerated Five Mem-
ber and New York City Council-
man-Elect Dr. Yusef Salaam, Eric 
Garner’s Mother Gwen Carr, and 
Oscar Grant’s Mother the Rev. 
Wanda Johnson, were among the 
activists, celebrities, politicians, 
and changemakers to cram into 
the main ballroom at the Marriott 
Marquis to celebrate the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion National Leadership Awards 
Reception.

The highly anticipated event 
delivered on the Black Press of 
America’s promise of an evening 
of recognition and celebration in 
honor of exceptional leaders who 
have made significant contribu-
tions to America, particularly the 
African American community.

This year’s theme, “Black Press 
of America Salutes Black Leader-
ship Excellence,” reflected the spirit 
of acknowledgment and appreci-
ation for those who have tirelessly 
worked toward the betterment 
of society. “The Black Press is the 
foundation of our community it’s 
how we hear and amplify what’s 
going on in our community,” said 
DNC Chair Jamie Harrison, among 
the many powerbrokers to grace 

the NNPA’s Red Carpet. “We have to 
support the Black Press. I’m going 
to make sure that we support the 
Black Press,” Harrison insisted.

Ohio Democratic Rep. Shontell 
Brown, a Leadership Award Recip-
ient, joined Harrison on the Red 
Carpet and pledged to continue 
supporting the Black Press. “My lo-
cal newspaper is the Call and Post, 
and that newspaper is critical,” 
Brown declared. “The Black Press is 
how we get and receive our news. 
It’s essential to communicate with 
people who look like us. I couldn’t 
agree more with the chair that 
we must support the Black Press,” 
Brown stated.

Fellow awardee CBC Chair Ste-
ven Horsford (D-Nevada) echoed 
Brown and Harrison, taking it 
a step further by insisting that 
Democrats and others ensure 
revenue continues to flow into 
Black-owned newspapers and me-
dia companies. “We have to make 
every effort to support you, to fund 
you, to make sure our campaigns 
and organizations are placing 
ads and media spend with you,” 
Horsford proclaimed, adding that 
after 196 years of serving African 

American communities, the Black 
Press is as vital as ever.

Ruff Endz, the renowned R&B 
duo, added a musical flair to 
the evening with some of their 
chart-topping hits like “No More,” 
and “Someone to Love You.” Guy 
Lambert, a distinguished figure in 
the world of broadcasting, served 
as master of ceremonies, while the 
Rev. Mark Thompson, a longtime 
contributor and supporter of the 
NNPA, helped to introduce the 
awardees who also included Sen. 
Raphael Warnock (D-Ga.), Rep. 
Jasmine Crocket (D-Texas), Niesha 
Foster of Pfizer Inc., Jessie Wool-
ley-Wilson of Dreambox Learning, 
and the People’s Attorney Benja-

min Crump.
“It’s been a very exciting event,” 

Dr. Bennett said of her week in 
Washington at the Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation’s Legis-
lative Conference, and the NNPA 
National Leadership Awards Re-
ception. She noted the excursions 
members of the CBC and the Black 
Press have made to Ghana and oth-
er parts of the African continent. 
“In the African tradition, when 
someone comes to your house, 
you go back to their house.”

Ford, of Life Camp Inc., said 
although she arrived in Washing-
ton for a special ceremony at the 
White House, she’s always valued 
the role of the Black Press. “I’m 

here because our hard work paid 
off. It’s history,” Ford declared. 
“The White House Office of Gun 
Violence Prevention (announced 
earlier in the week) is something 
we worked so hard for and so long 
for. So, we were at the White House 
and decided to come here.”

Standing only feet away from 
Ford were Carr and Grant. Both said 
the Black Press has helped to am-
plify their concerns and messages 
since police in New York and Oak-
land, respectively, killed their sons. 
“I can’t tell you how important the 
Black Press has been before Eric 
and since,” Carr said.

NNPA Chair,  Westside Ga-
zette Publisher Bobby Henry, 
and NNPA President and CEO Dr. 
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., provided 
over the evening, which drew 
thousands to the event. Chavis 
said the outing further symbol-
ized the unity and strength of the 
NNPA in its mission to continue to 
serve as the unchallenged voice 
of Black America.

“For 196 years, the Black Press 
has been the trusted voice, the 
unwavering voice, for truth, justice, 
equality, and equity in America 
and globally,” Chavis asserted. “We 
are at a pivotal time in history and 
the Black Press will continue to be 
the vital, trusted, and needed voice 
during this time as well.”

Annual Legislative Conference concludes with power 
remarks from Biden, Harris

President Joe Biden and Vice 
President Kamala Harris paid tribute 
to the dedication of the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus (CBC) and the Con-
gressional Black Caucus Foundation 
(CBCF) in their pursuit of progress 
and equality.

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire Senior National 

Correspondent 
@StacyBrownMedia

The Congressional Black Cau-
cus Foundation’s Annual 
Legislative Conference con-

cluded with resounding calls to 
action by Black lawmakers and 
their unwavering commitment 
to uphold democratic values and 
advance the rights of Black Amer-
icans. President Joe Biden and Vice 
President Kamala Harris paid trib-
ute to the dedication of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus (CBC) and 
the Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation (CBCF) in their pursuit 
of progress and equality.

“I chose to run because silence 
is complicit, and I would not be si-
lent,” Biden said in an impassioned 
address at the Phoenix Awards, 
hoping to underscore the urgency 
of the moment.

“Democracy was at stake in 
2020, and thank God, because of 
you, we won,” Biden said.

However, the president also 
issued a sobering reminder that 
the threat to democracy persists. “I 
wish I can say the threat to our de-
mocracy ended with our victory in 
2020, but it didn’t. Our democracy 
is still at stake, don’t kid yourself,” 
Biden insisted.

Vice President Harris, herself 
a former CBC member, lauded 
the Caucus as the nation’s moral 
compass, emphasizing their role 
as truth-tellers about the past and 
advocates for the future.

“Across America, there is a full-on 
attack on many of the hard-fought, 
hard-won freedoms that the CBC has 
achieved,” Harris asserted.

The evening also celebrated 
leaders and trailblazers who have 
dedicated themselves to advanc-
ing the cause of Black commu-
nities. The 2023 Phoenix Awards 
recognized individuals whose 
work is creating opportunities for 
the next generation:

• White House Press Secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre received the 
Congressional Black Caucus Foun-
dation Annual Legislative Confer-

ence Honorary Co-Chairs’ Award.
• Mayor of Los Angeles Karen 

Bass was honored with the Con-
gressional Black Caucus Founda-
tion Chair’s Award.

• House Minority Leader Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY-8) received 
the Congressional Black Caucus’s 
Body Award.

• Tennessee State Rep. Justin 
Jones (D-TN-52) was presented 
with the Congressional Black Cau-
cus Chair’s Award.

• MC Lyte and LL Cool J were 
bestowed with the 2023 Congres-
sional Black Caucus Foundation’s 
Culture Icon Award.

The conference featured in-
sightful panels and discussions 
addressing critical issues facing 
Black communities throughout the 
week. Notable sessions included a 
press conference hosted by the Hip 
Hop Caucus, calling for continued 
activism around issues of policing 
and overpolicing. Additionally, a 
panel led by CBC Chair Rep. Ste-
ven Horsford and Small Business 
Association Administrator Isabella 
Casillas Guzman highlighted the 
significant increase in SBA-backed 
loans going to Black-owned busi-
nesses under the Biden-Harris 

Administration.
Other sessions delved into criti-

cal topics such as advancing equity 
in infrastructure access, protecting 
voting rights, and celebrating arts 
and foreign affairs achievements. 
A panel discussion on the battle 
for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
(DEI) in the face of growing opposi-
tion was of particular significance.

The conference also addressed 
critical issues such as transporta-
tion and the impact of innovations 
on Black communities. A panel 
on artificial intelligence delved 
into leveraging the potential of AI 
while mitigating risks and ensuring 

that Black voices are amplified in 
discussions surrounding emerging 
technologies.

With the recent Supreme Court 
decision on affirmative action and 
challenges to DEI initiatives, this 
year’s ALC took on added impor-
tance, said Nicole Austin-Hillery, 
President and CEO of CBCF.

“It is vital that we all engage…
to fortify our democracy, protect 
fundamental freedoms, and cele-
brate the richness and vibrancy of 
our cultural heritage” as the nation 
looks ahead to a pivotal 2024 pres-
idential election,” Austin-Hillery 
asserted.
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CBCF annual Legislative Conference is the 
biggest caucus to date! Phoenix Awards rock!

By Audrey J. Bernard

The Congressional  Black 
Caucus Foundation, Inc. 
(CBCF) wrapped the 51st 

Annual Legislative Conference 
which took place Wednesday, 
September 20 through Sunday, 
September 24, 2023, at the Walter 
E. Washington Convention Center 
after five days of phenomenal 
programming and stellar signa-
ture events that included the 
Prayer Breakfast, National Town 
Hall, Phoenix Awards and Black 
Party. This year’s theme was Se-
curing Our Democracy, Protect-
ing Our Freedoms, and Uplifting 
Our Culture. The five-day extrav-
aganza concluded with the al-
ways glamorous Phoenix Awards 
dinner on Saturday, September 
23 which recognized individuals 
who have impacted the Black 
community. The event was key-
noted by President Joseph Biden 
and Vice President Kamala Harris 

who both delivered resounding 
remarks as they bestowed honors 
on White House Press Secretary 

Karine Jean-Pierre, Los Angeles 
Mayor Karen Bass, and House 
Minority Leader Rep. Hakeem Jef-

fries. Bringing closure to an amaz-
ing evening was an exceptional 
per formance from legendary 
group New Edition who rocked 
the house! This year ’s caucus 
was the biggest one to date 
boasting fifty-eight members, 
representing eighty-two million 
Americans, and making up close 
to one-quarter of the House 
Democratic Caucus. (Photos by 
Jemal Countess / Getty Images)   

Congressional Black Caucus members pose onstage at the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation Annual Legislative Conference National Town Hall event

Vice President Kamala Harris welcomes CBC to Phoenix Awards President Joe Biden introduces Vice President Kamala Harris at the start of the Phoenix Awards

House Minority Leader Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries

Rep. Terri Sewell presents LA 
Mayor Karen Bass with award

LL Cool J with his award
LA Mayor Karen Bass and Rev. Al 
Sharpton

New Edition (L-R) Ronnie DeVoe, Ricky Bell, Ralph Tresvant, Michael 
Bivins & Johnny Gill perform

Stacey Plaskett and Senator 
Raphael Warnock present Karine 
Jean-Pierre with award
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10 City Chic
 Audrey J. Bernard

Fashionistas took the “A” Train to Harlem to attend HFR’s 16th 
Anniversary Style and Awards Show at the legendary Apollo Theater

Harlem Fashion Row (HFR) 
brought HFR’s 16th Annu-
al Fashion Show & Style 

Awards Show to the legendary 
Apollo Theater during New York 
Fashion Week with a spectacular 
show that featured a Tribute to 
Hip-Hop’s 50th Anniversary on 
Tuesday, September 5, 2023.

Themed The Remix,  the 
star-studded show kicked off 
with celebrities joining local poli-
ticians, community leaders, busi-
ness owners, entertainment and 
sports legends, and fashionistas 
on the red carpet. Once inside 
the storied venue, excitement 
filled the air. Black elegance was 
on display. There was a sense of 
pride. This was a Black CEO, hon-
oring Black fashion influencers 
on the famous stage of a coveted 
Black culture showcase in Black 
Harlem! Wonders never cease the 
tried and true. The show com-
menced with a cocktail hour and 
a Dream in Black Rising Future 
Makers Showcase sponsored by 
AT&T. “AT&T is proud to support 
and celebrate Harlem’s Fashion 
Row 16th Anniversary Style and 
Awards Show,” said Michelle Jor-
dan, Chief Diversity Officer, AT&T. 

“We value HFR’s commitment to 
nurturing the next generation 
of diverse designers through our 
Rising Future Makers Showcase. 
We believe that vital platforms 
like this are essential to providing 
emerging leaders with the golden 
opportunity to make their dreams 
a reality.”

Then, it was showtime at 
the Apollo! From the stage, 
HFR’s Founder & CEO Brandice 
Daniel welcomed guests to the 
show. The stylish boss lady em-

boldened her guests with her 
powerful remarks. “This year’s 
event was a tremendous success. 
We are extremely grateful to the 
sponsors who came on board to 
make this event possible. From 
day one, HFR’s mission has been 
to showcase and provide oppor-
tunities for designers of color. We 
have come a long way since we 
first started, and we are fortunate 
to receive so much support from 
companies committed to im-
proving diversity and inclusion. 
Many opportunities have opened 
up for Black designers, and the 
future is bright for those consid-
ering entry into the industry.”

The show followed and the 
2023 Style Awards recipients 
were buoyed by Daniel’s remarks 
as they all shared anecdotes 
of empowerment during their 
acceptance speeches. Gorgeous 
Kelly Rowland received the Fash-
ion Icon Award. Rowland was 
surprised by her husband who 
presented her with the award. 
A$AP Rocky received the Virgil 
Abloh Award presented by Anish 
Melwani, Chairman and CEO of 
LVMH and Gena Smith, Chief Hu-
man Resource Officer LVMH North 

America. The Editor of the Year 
Award was presented to Vogue’s 
Global Contributing Editor, Gabri-
ella Karefa-Johnson. The Stylists of 
the Year Award was presented to 
Wayman and Micah. Lastly, The 
Designer of the Year Award was 
presented to Stella Jean. Ace pho-
tographer Johnny Nunez received 
a brand-new distinction, the Hip 
Hop Trailblazer Award. Award 
recipients received a lavish gift 
from Tiffany & Co.

Next up! The fashion show 

which thrilled guests with each 
fashion as breathtaking as the 
next. The Illharmonic Orchestra 
opened the show with a sen-
sational performance and ode 
to Hip-Hop, giving everyone 
goosebumps. Slow Fashion Brand 
Designer Nicole Benefield, Fash-
ion Designer Aaron Potts, and 
Sustainable Women’s Brand De-
signer Megan Renee rocked the 
runway with stunning designs 
from their latest collection. The 
models wore makeup provided 
by Dior, and EveShudawn Mitchel 
led the team of hairstylists from 
Camille Rose. The inimitable Doug 
E. Fresh closed the show with a 
memorable hip-hop style perfor-
mance. Following the show guests 
made their way to a reception 
sponsored by The Walt Disney 
Company. The night’s entertain-
ment showcase continued with 
unique exhibits from Taofeek 
Abijako, Coline Creuzot, Clarence 
Ruth, Chandricka Carr, Kimminski 
Adams, and Daziah Green as part 
of Disney’s Create 100 initiative, 
a global celebration of creativity 
that marks 100 years of Disney 
storytelling. (Photos by Shutter-
stock for HFR)

Nicole Benefield Doug E. Fresh performed
Fashion Icon of the Year Kelly 
Rowland

Stella Jean, right, accepts designer of the year from 
Brandice and Tamron Hall (Arturo Holmes, Getty Images) Micah McDonald and Wayman Bannerman accept the 

stylists of the year (Arturo Holmes, Getty Images)

Anish Melwani, Chairman and CEO of LVMH and Gena 
Smith, Chief Human Resource Officer LVMH North Amer-
ica, and Brandice Daniel presented A$AP Rocky with the 
Virgil Abloh Award

Johnny Nunez accepts hip hop trailblazer award from 
Brandice Daniel

Gabriella Karefa-Johnson accepts editor of the year award from Tonne Goodman, 
and Brandice Daniel A. Potts

Megan Smith

HFR Founder & CEO Brandice 
Daniel

Kelly Rowland accepts the fash-
ion icon of the year award (Arturo 
Holmes, Getty Images)



Philadelphia O
bserver • Septem

ber 28 - O
ctober 4, 2023,  • Philaobserver.com

11

Hollywood Labor Dispute Nears End as 
Writers Guild Reaches Tentative Deal

By Stacy M. Brown 
(NNPA Newswire)

Hollywood’s protracted labor 
conflict has taken a signifi-
cant step towards resolution. 

The Writers Guild of America, rep-
resenting over 11,000 screenwrit-
ers, said the 146-day strike might 
end with the announcement of a 
tentative agreement on Sunday, 
Sept. 24.

The forthcoming days will see 
guild members vote on whether 
to accept the deal, which aligns 
with their demands. The demands 
include higher pay for streaming 
content, agreements from studios 
on minimum staffing for TV shows, 
and protections against AI tech-
nology affecting writers’ credits 
and pay.

According to the New York 
Times, the Writers Guild’s negotiat-
ing committee emailed members, 
expressing their pride in the deal. 
They emphasized the meaning-
ful gains and protections for all 
members.

The Alliance of Motion Picture 
and Television Producers, rep-
resenting studios, consistently 
refrained from celebrating pre-
maturely, offering a concise state-
ment: “The W.G.A. and A.M.P.T.P. 
have reached a tentative agree-
ment.”

Many in the entertainment 
industry, profoundly impacted 
by the streaming revolution cata-
lyzed by the pandemic, view this 
tentative accord as a crucial stride 
toward stabilization. However, a 
substantial portion of Hollywood 

remains at a standstill, with tens 
of thousands of actors continuing 
their strike and no talks sched-
uled between the actors’ union, 
SAG-AFTRA, and the studios.

Only productions devoid of 
actors, such as late-night shows 
hosted by Jimmy Fallon and Ste-
phen Colbert and daytime talk 
shows hosted by Drew Barrymore 
and Jennifer Hudson, stand poised 
for a swift restart.

In addition to actors, over 
100,000 behind-the-scenes pro-
fessionals in Los Angeles and 
New York face continued idle-
ness, grappling with escalating 
financial strain. According to 
Governor Gavin Newsom, the 
Hollywood shutdown has cost 
California’s economy more than 
$5 billion.

SAG-AFTRA has been on strike 
since July 14, with demands sur-
passing the Writers Guild’s. The 
studio alliance prioritized talks 
with the Writers Guild because 
of SAG-AFTRA’s leader, Fran Dre-
scher, who pushed for 2% of 
streaming show revenue. Studios 
considered this point non-nego-
tiable.

However, given shared con-
cerns, the agreement with the 
Writers Guild could expedite ne-
gotiations with the actors’ union. 
Actors, like writers, harbor appre-
hensions over the potential use of 
A.I. to create digital likenesses or 
alter performances without con-
sent or compensation.

Reportedly, artificial intelli-
gence became the crucial factor 
during the last stage of negoti-

ations. Entertainment company 
lawyers finalized language that 
addressed the guild’s concerns 
about artificial intelligence and 
ownership of old scripts. Senior 
company leaders, including Robert 
A. Iger, Donna Langley, Ted Sa-
randos, and David Zaslav, directly 
joined the talks.

Hol lywood workers  have 
tapped into over $45 million in 
hardship withdrawals from the 
Motion Picture Industry Pension 
Plan as the strike persists. Warner 
Bros. Discovery anticipates a $300 
million to $500 million reduction in 
adjusted earnings for the year due 
to the dual strikes.

The agreement gives hope to 
Hollywood’s recovery, which could 
prevent billions in losses and finan-
cial hardships for workers.

book challenges from reports filed 
by library professionals and news 
stories published nationwide. 

This year, between January 1 
and August 31, 2023, OIF docu-
mented a staggering 20% increase 
in challenges, with 695 attempts 
to censor library materials and 
services. The challenges encom-
passed 1,915 unique titles, mark-
ing an escalation from the same 
period in 2022.

Books written by or about 
people of color or members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community are primary 
targets. Challenges within public 
libraries accounted for nearly half 
of documented cases, a sharp rise 
from 16% last year.

Rise in Multiple Title 
Challenges

What sets 2023 apart from pre-
vious years is the continued surge 
in simultaneous challenges to 
multiple titles. A staggering 92% 
of books challenged were part of 

attempts to censor multiple titles, 
compared to 90% in the first eight 
months of 2022. Cases involving 
challenges to 100 or more books 
were reported in 11 states, a 
significant increase from just six 
states during the same reporting 
period in 2022 and none in 2021. 
Previously, most challenges aimed 
to remove or restrict a single 
book. However, this year, a single 
challenge targeting multiple titles 
has become the predominant 
contributor to the rise in censor-
ship attempts.

“These attacks on our freedom 
to read should trouble every per-
son who values liberty and our 
constitutional rights,” said OIF 
Director Deborah Caldwell-Stone. 
“To allow a group of people or 
any individual, no matter how 
powerful or loud, to become the 
decision-maker about what books 
we can read or whether libraries 
exist is to place all of our rights 
and liberties in jeopardy.”

She further emphasized the 
expanding focus of groups with 

political agendas. “Expanding 
beyond their well-organized at-
tempts to sanitize school libraries, 
groups with a political agenda 
have turned their crusade to 
public libraries, the very embod-
iment of the First Amendment 
in our society,” Caldwell-Stone 
insisted. “This places politics over 
the well-being and education 
of young people and everyone’s 
right to access and use the public 
library.”

Public Cases of 
Censorship

To ALA documented several 
public cases of censorship:

• Samuels Public Library (Front 
Royal, Va.): A local pressure group 
called “Clean Up Samuels” orga-
nized book-banning BBQ events, 
intending to fill out Request for 
Reconsideration forms for library 
materials. Their efforts primarily 
targeted LGBTQIA+ materials, 
resulting in over 500 forms com-
pleted for nearly 150 unique 
titles. County board members, 

influenced by the group, voted 
to withhold 75 percent of the li-
brary’s budget until it took action 
to restrict access to certain books.

• Clinton (Tenn.) Public Library: 
In response to challenges to books 
related to gender identity and 
sexual orientation, the library 
board voted against creating a 
special section for such materials. 
Challenges persisted, with group 
members advocating for the 
censorship of LGBTQIA+ repre-
sentation in library materials. They 
also called for the library director’s 
resignation and threatened com-
munity members who defended 
access to resources. In August, 
elected officials asked the sheriff 
to investigate whether 17 books 
violated Tennessee’s criminal ob-
scenity laws.

• Urbandale (Iowa) Community 
School District: Officials flagged 
374 books for removal from school 
libraries in response to a state law 
defining age-appropriate content. 
The list included titles addressing 
sex, sex education, sexual orien-

tation, and gender identity. The 
list was revised to 65 books, with 
titles like “The Kite Runner” and 
“The Handmaid’s Tale” removed.

Call to Action and Banned 
Books Week

“The antidote to the con-
tagion of censorship is public, 
vocal support for libraries,” said 
ALA President Emily Drabinski, 
who encouraged public support 
for libraries and for individuals 
to attend local school or library 
board meetings, participate in 
Banned Books Week initiatives, 
and join the Unite Against Book 
Bans campaign to combat cen-
sorship.

Banned Books Week 2023, 
scheduled for October 1–7, draws 
attention to attempts to remove 
books and materials from libraries, 
schools, and bookstores. Officials 
said the theme, “Let Freedom 
Read,” highlights the urgent need 
to defend the right to read and 
support the community of read-
ers, library staff, educators, au-
thors, publishers, and booksellers.

Book censorship on the rise in libraries, ALA reports 
20% increase in challenges in 2023

From page 4
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John David Washington is valiant in 
‘The Creator’ sci-fi action thriller

By Audrey J. Bernard

From 20th Century Studios 
comes sci-fi action thriller 
“The Creator” starring the 

unstoppable John David Washing-
ton, Gemma Chan, Ken Watanabe, 
Sturgill Simpson, Madeleine Yuna 
Voyles, and Allison Janney. This 
film is a fascinating reality check 
about the thing living rent free in 
most inquiring minds about arti-
ficial intelligence as it chronicles 
a post-apocalyptic war between 
humans and AI which is a belief 
that feels as if it’s becoming more 
of a reality as life goes on. The gor-
geous visuals and pulsating musi-
cal score add to the reality of “The 
Creator.” Although the mysterious 
weapon is described as a weapon 
to end the war, in this movie, Wash-
ington is the force to be reckoned 
with! His platinum performance is 
out of this whirl!

To bring his vision to the screen, 
director/co-writer Gareth Edwards 
and producer Jim Spencer, along 
with producers Kiri Hart (“Soul”) 
and Arnon Milchan (“L.A. Confiden-
tial”), assembled a diverse group 
of talented actors from around 
the world. For the pivotal role of 
Joshua, the filmmakers chose John 
David Washington, best known for 
his roles in Spike Lee’s 2018 “BlacK-

kKlansman,” for which he received 
both Golden Globe and Screen 
Actors Guild Award nominations, 
and Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet.” 
Washington not only found the 
story intriguing but also surpris-
ingly heartfelt.

“Gareth has this great ability to 
inject human behavior—warmth, 
compassion, human imperfec-
tion—into a genre that usually 
depends on spectacle and danger, 
and it’s a happy balance,” Wash-
ington says. “Joshua has this very 
interesting, complex relationship 
with his conscience and what he 
believes in. The film explores how 
love can determine what you think 
is right or wrong, your reasons for 
wanting to be alive, and whether 
you’re serving any purpose in life.” 
Some of the film’s themes really 
struck a chord with the actor, such 
as how can you love something 
that’s not alive, whether “choice 
love” is more powerful than “pro-
grammed love” or “obligated love,” 
and the importance of empathy. 
“Empathy,” Washington says, “could 
be the difference between us living 
and having a nuclear holocaust. I 
think empathy is what makes us 
human. Every character in this 
film makes a decision, whether it 
be driven by empathy or self-pre-
served on. Those consequences 
are fleshed out, and they affect 
every other thing in the story. It’s 
so exciting to be part of it and to 
execute it, and as an audience 
member, I think this film will chal-
lenge how you empathize with 
someone.”

In discussing Washington’s 
approach to the role, Edwards says, 
“He really wanted to have kind 
of transformative experience like 
Joshua, not just as an actor, but as a 
person. He went through the crazy 

stuff that Joshua went through, 
like holding on to a boat for an 
hour and going to these temples 
and chatting with monks. He was 
sucking it up because it helped his 
character, but also as a person he 
wanted to have that experience. 
He just happened to be making 
a movie while doing it.” Edwards 
continues, “The sort of journey that 
Joshua goes on in the film is a jour-
ney you don’t want to go on. When 
you take a character and you chuck 
him into a situation he just doesn’t 
want to be in, every bone in his 
body resists going on that journey, 
but it’s the journey he needs to go 
on to become a better person or to 
fix himself. So, going into making 
the film, John David knew this 
was going to be hard, but he dove 
into it wholeheartedly, ready to 
let it hit him.” Adds Spencer, “John 
David Washington’s performance is 

astonishing. From the moment his 
name was mentioned in cast ng, no 
one else could have played Joshua. 
There are only a handful of actors 
who have both the physicality to 
create stunning acts on sequenc-
es and at the same time have the 
ability to deliver a heart-rending 
performance.”

“John David is one the most 
i n t e l l i g e n t ,  g e n e r o u s ,  a n d 
hard-working actors you could 
ever hope to work with,” contin-
ues Spencer. “It was a privilege to 
watch him practice his craft. His 
positivity on set was infectious, 
keeping everyone going whether 
shooting in 100-degree heat with 
100% humidity or in a freezing 
cold dawn in the Himalayas! He’s 
unstoppable.”

SYNOPSIS: From director/
co-writer Gareth Edwards (“Rogue 
One,” “Godzilla”) comes an epic sci-

fi action thriller set amidst a future 
war between the human race and 
the forces of artificial intelligence. 
Joshua (John David Washington), 
a hardened ex-special forces agent 
grieving the disappearance of his 
wife (Gemma Chan), is recruited to 
hunt down and kill the Creator, the 
elusive architect of advanced AI 
who has developed a mysterious 
weapon with the power to end the 
war…and mankind itself. Joshua 
and his team of elite operatives 
journey across enemy lines, into 
the dark heart of AI-occupied 
territory, only to discover the 
world-ending weapon he’s been 
instructed to destroy is an AI in the 
form of a young child (Madeleine 
Yuma Voyles).

CREDITS: A Gareth Edwards 
film based on a story by Gareth 
Edwards who co-wrote with Chris 
Weitz and directs. Edwards produc-
es along with Kiri Hart, Jim Spen-
cer, p.g.a. and Arnon Milchan. Ex-
ecutive produced by Yariv Milchan, 
Michael Schaffer, Natalie Lehmann, 
Nick Meyer, Zev Foreman. Directors 
of Photography Greig Fraser, ASC, 
ACS and Oren Soffer. James Clyne 
is the production designer. Editors 
Hank Corwin, ACE, Joe Walker, 
ACE and Scott Morris. Music by 
Hans Zimmer. Music Supervisor 
Gabe Hilfer. Sound Design by Erik 
Aadahl and Ethan Van Der Ryn. 
Visual Effects Producer Julian Levi, 
ILM Visual Effects Supervisor Jay 
Cooper. ILM Visual Effects Producer 
Katherine Farrar Bluff. Co-Produc-
ers Nicholas Simon, Greig Fraser 
and Courtney L. Cunniff. Costume 
Designer Jeremy Hanna. Casting 
by Jina Jay, CDG, CSA.” The Creator” 
opens nationwide on Thursday, 
September 29, 2023, in theaters 
and IMAX. (Photos courtesy 20th 
Century Studios)

John David Washington as Joshua in 20th Century Studios' THE CRE-
ATOR. Photo by Oren Soffer. © 2023 20th Century Studios. All Rights 
Reserved.

John David Washington as Joshua and newcomer Madeleine Yuna Voyles as Alphie

Film
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14 Classified
 Backed by American Standard’s 

140 years of experience
 Ultra low entry for easy 

entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

ATTORNEY

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To Significant Cash Award. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. For 
Information Call 877-225-4813

AUCTIONS
NYS SURPLUS REAL PROPER-

TY PUBLIC AUCTION: 11/8/19, 
335 Nashopa Road, Mamakat-
ing, NY, 3,767sf colonial, 3.26acs, 
5BR, 3.5baths, fin-bsmt, MINBID 
$249,000; Open House: 11:00am-
1:00pm, 10/15,10/23,11/1; ogs.
ny.gov/NYSStore 518-474-2195

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For 

Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your 
donation is 100% tax deductible. 
Call (917) 336-1254

FINANCE
Denied Social Security Dis-

ability? Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed 
SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help! Win or Pay Nothing! Strong, 
recent work history needed. 866-

979-0096 [Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH
A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 

over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-
977-3677

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-866-569-7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-855-579-8907

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 

EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 888-657-9488.

MISCELLANEOUS

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-
AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home 
repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

TV INTERNET PHONE
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-

nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 1-888-
609-9405

Get DIREC T V! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional 
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO 
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-977-7198 
or visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/
press
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Remembering

Lionel Richie wants chance 
to duet with Diana Ross

By Angelina Velasquez

Lionel Richie would like a mo-
ment of Diana Ross’ time, and 
he wants the whole world to 

know about it. The Motown croon-
er could not help but feel slighted 
after seeing the iconic songstress 
hit the stage during the final LA 
show of the “Renaissance World 
Tour” on Sept. 4, 2023 in honor of 
Beyoncé’s birthday.

As previously reported by RE-
VOLT, the already jaw-dropping 
concert was accented by an ap-
pearance from Kendrick Lamar 
and Ross, who emerged onstage to 
perform her 1976 hit record “Love 
Hangover” and “Happy Birthday” to 
Queen Bey. The two ladies shared 
a special moment in front of thou-
sands of fans as they embraced.

Richie is currently on tour with 
the equally iconic group Earth, 
Wind & Fire. The original Commo-
dores singer was onstage when he 
addressed his longtime unrequited 
desire to share the spotlight with 
Ross like they once did in 1982. 
“There is a song I want to do, and 
for 37 years, I have tried my best to 
get Ms. Diana Ross to show up on 
this stage right here, tonight,” he 
said, as seen in fan footage cap-
tured from a recent show. He and 
The Supremes alum performed 
their ballad “Endless Love” for the 
first and only time at the Oscars 
in 1982.

Despite his efforts, the sing-
er-songwriter has apparently 
been unable to coax Ross to share 
the mic with him again. “[For] 37 
years, I have tried to call Ms. Ross 

on the phone … Full disclosure, 
it was clear to me when I said she 
has told me no for 37 years. What 
did you think she was gone do? 
Show up tonight? The woman 
ain’t coming. She’s over there 
singing ‘Happy Birthday’ to Be-
yoncé. Piss me off,” he continued 

as concertgoers could be heard 
laughing.

Richie appeared on an epi-
sode of “Watch What Happens 
Live with Andy Cohen,” in 2021 
where he stated that performing 
the record “is one of my bucket 
list things if I ever had to go back 

and say, ‘Could I redo something?’” 
At the time, he said the touring 
and other obligations had been 
the cause of their inability to 
recapture the magic of the only 
live performance together. “We 
just could never get our sched-
ules together… that’s one of the 

things that I miss about my entire 
career, having us onstage togeth-
er,” he noted. The BeyHive hasn’t 
swarmed the 74-year-old artist in 
defense of Beyoncé, but several 
fans have expressed doubt that 
his mini-rant will help to convince 
Ross to perform with him.

Lionel Richie (left) Diva Diana Ross belts out “Happy Birthday” song to Queen Beyonce (Photos: Getty Images)

Katherine “Please, Mr. Postman” 
Anderson-Schaffner

By Troy Smith

Katherine Anderson-Schaffner, 
a founding member of the 
Marvelettes, has reportedly 

died at the age of 79. The Marvel-
ettes were the group behind the 
classic ‘Please, Mr. Postman’ a song 
that stayed on the Billboard music 
charts for an astounding 23 weeks 
in 1961, eventually reaching #1 on 
the charts in December.

Anderson-Schaffner was a 
founding member of the group 
that created this hit.  Ander-
son-Schaffner’s sister made the 
following post on social media 
following the beloved singer’s 
passing… Some called her Kat 
– some called her Sis , Gamma – 

Momma K but my sister and I called 
her MOM,” she wrote in her tribute 
post. “She was not just a Mom to us 
but to many. Many people would 
come and sit at her table. Now if 
you ever sat and said, ‘Kat I need 
to talk.’ You already knew you were 
going to get true, uncut, unedited 
council.

“She wasn’t going to tell you 
what you wanted to hear but 
what you should hear. I remember 
friends saying I’m coming over 
and I would say, ‘I’m not home;’ 
the response would be I’m going 
to talk to your mom. My response 
would always be you know how 
that’s going to go right? Two 
hours and a box of tissue later 
sitting at her kitchen table, your 

counseling session was over. The 
funny part is you would come 
back for more.”

Katherine Anderson-Schaffner 
is and will always be one of the 
Original Marvelettes. Her music 
and Legacy will live on. So the next 
time you hear ‘Please Mr. Postman,’ 
‘Don’t Mess With Bill,’ or ‘The Hunter 
Gets Captured By The Game,’ just 
smile and say ‘I’ll Keep Holding 
On.’ Mom we love you and will 
miss you. And yes we know — ‘It 
is what it is.’ Katherine Anderson, 
co-founder of The Marvelettes will 
be remembered forever. She made 
great contributions to American 
music, and we pray for her family 
during these times. Rest in peace, 
legend! The Marvelettes

Entertainment
By Don Thomas
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That “be your own boss” feeling. 
Join the Cricket Authorized Retailer Network! 

Why Join?
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• We have 4,800+ stores.
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and operated by Authorized Retailers.
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