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Causes backlash against prosecutors who 
worked on the case, Page 3

Facebook’s recent ban of the 85-year 
old leader of the Nation of Islam 
drew calls for boycotts of Facebook, 
postings of Farrakhan that went viral 
and talk of creating an independent 
Black social media portal.   

“WHEN THEY 
SEE US”

The most-watched series 
on Netflix in the U.S 
since its premier
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There is no rights without voting rights

Voting rights and economic justice are inextricably intertwinedVoting rights and economic justice are inextricably intertwined

VOTING RESTRICTIONS - 
A SHAMELESS  
GRAB FOR POWER
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Bernie Sanders sole candidate 
to address the Black Press at 
national convention

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent

Every major newspaper and 
news organization in the 
country has labeled the 

Black vote crucial to success in 
the 2020 presidential election, 
and statistics show that African 
Americans are 60% more likely 
to utilize and trust print-related 
resources for information than 
the general public.

However, of the 24 candi-
dates seeking the Democratic 
nomination for president, Sen-
ator Bernie Sanders (I-VT ) is 
the only one that has agreed to 
address key influencers of the 
African American community 
— the Black Press of America 
— at the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s (NNPA) 
annual convention later this 
month in Cincinnati, Ohio.

It’s no secret that Sanders 
has work to do to get his cam-
paign message through to Afri-
can Americans. “We thought we 
could do respectably in South 
Carolina, and we got decimat-
ed,” Sanders said in a campaign 
memo released earlier this year 
in which he discussed losing the 
Black vote to Hillary Clinton in 
South Carolina.

Clinton won an astonishing 
86 percent of South Carolina’s 
Black voters in 2016.

“This is our revolution,” said 
Sanders, who will speak during 
the NNPA Convention’s Lifetime 
Legacy Award Black Tie Gala, Fri-
day June 28that 7:30pm at The 
Westin Cincinnati Hotel. Also 
in attendance will be former 
Ohio State Senator Nina Turn-
er, a key surrogate for Sander’s 
2016 campaign and co-chair of 
his current campaign for the 
Democratic nomination and 
presidency.

The NNPA represents Black-
owned newspapers with mil-
lions of weekly readers across 
the country, including major 
markets l ike New York,  Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Wash-
ington, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Houston, Dallas, 
Baltimore, Chicago and all of the 
nation’s “swing” states.

“You’ve got to win Black 
voters to win the primary,” Law-
rence Moore, a former Sanders 
delegate to the Democratic 

National Convention, told NBC 
News.

“It took [Sanders] a while to 
grow into and learn the issues, 
but he’s willing to listen and 
understand, unlike other poli-
ticians,” Moore said.

I n  a  pol l  commissioned 
by The Black Economic Alli-
anceand conducted by Hart 
Researchand Brossard Research, 
Sanders currently trails former 
Vice President Joe Biden among 
Black voters.

The poll, which measured 
how enthusiastic Black voters 
are about the Democratic presi-
dential candidates, showed that 
76 percent of respondents said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Biden; 64 percent said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Sanders who finished 
ahead of Sens. Kamala Harris 
of California (53 percent) and 
Cory Booker of New Jersey (43 
percent).

African Americans surveyed 
said affordable healthcare, col-
lege and the creation of more 
jobs with good benefits, were 
most important.

Sanders has openly reached 
out to African American leaders 
like NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson and others, where 
he’s discussed the economic 
climate, voter suppression, 
jobs and other issues facing the 
Black community.

In addition to Sanders’ cam-
paign office, NNPA Newswire has 
contacted each of the remaining 
24 Democratic presidential can-
didates for comment, including 
Biden, Harris, Booker, and Texas’ 
Beto O’Rourke, Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren and Kirsten Gillibrand.

“The path to economic se-
curity is rocky for families in 
America but that path is even 
rockier for Black families who 
have stared down decades of 
government sponsored dis-
crimination and institutional 
racism,” Sen. Warren told NNPA 
Newswire in an email.

“ This campaign is about 
making our government and 
our economy work for everyone 
and Black Americans will be on 
the frontlines of that conversa-
tion. The Black Press of America 
and its journalists are an inte-
gral part of how we make our 
democracy work,” Warren said.

Democrats hold hearing 
on white supremacy
The House Oversight subcommittee on 
civil rights and civil liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Supremacy: Adequacy 
of the Federal Response,” reportedly is 
the latest effort by Democrats to spotlight 
ways they say the Trump administration 
has systematically cut back on resources 
used to address threats from domestic 
extremists even as the FBI has reported a 
30 percent to 40 percent rise in domestic 
terrorism cases just since October.

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia

House Democrats on Tues-
day, June 4, grilled officials 
from the FBI and Depart-

ment of Homeland Security 
during a hearing focusing on 

how the Trump administration 
is addressing the growing threat 
of violent white supremacist 
groups.

The House Oversight Sub-
committee on Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Suprem-
acy: Adequacy of the Federal 

Response,” reportedly is the 
latest  effor t  by Democrats 
to spotl ight ways they say 
the Trump administration has 
systematically cut back on re-
sources used to address threats 
from domestic extremists even 
as the FBI has reported a 30 
percent to 40 percent rise in 
domestic terrorism cases just 
since October.

The hearing included FBI 
Assistant Director for Coun-
terterrorism Michael McGar-
rity, FBI Deputy Assistant Di-
rector for Criminal Investiga-
tions Calvin Shivers and DHS 
assistant secretary Elizabeth 
Neumann.

Democratic committee mem-
bers have said they would press 
those members of Trump’s cab-
inet on their “budgets and al-
locations of personnel, data 
collection practices, and strategic 
plans” to address threats from 
white supremacists.

Jobless Rate Increases for Black Men
By Frederick H. Lowe, 

NorthStarNewsToday.com

(TriceEdneyWire.com)–It was 
a new month for jobs data and 
things had gotten worse for 
Black men.

Businesses added 98,000 jobs 
in March, lower than predicted, 
and black men 20 years old and 
older continued to suffer from 
the nation’s highest unemploy-
ment rate.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics reported that the jobless 
rate for black men in March was 
8.2 percent up from 7.8 percent 

in February.
This compares with a March 

jobless rate of 3.6 percent for 
white men, down from 3.8 per-
cent February.

The March jobless rate for 
Hispanic men was 4.5 percent, 
down from 4.6 percent in Feb-
ruary.

There wasn’t any comparable 
data for Asian men 20 years old 
and older. Overall, Asians have 
the nation’s lowest jobless rate 
of 3.3 percent.

Nationwide, employment in-
creased in professional business 
services and mining services but 

the retail trade lost 30,000 jobs.
America’s unemployment rate 

declined to 4.5 percent, a drop of 
0.2 percentage points.
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Astroworld claims a 10th 
victim as 9-year-old Ezra 
Blount dies from his injuries

Philadelphiaobserver.com

The mass casualty event that 
took place on November 
5 at Travis Scott’s 2021 As-

troworld festival in Houston has 
claimed its tenth—and young-
est—victim. As reported by The 
Root last week, nine-year-old 
Scott fan Ezra Blount was atop his 
father Treston’s shoulders when a 
crowd surge among the festival’s 
approximately 50,000 attendees 
crushed Treston to unconscious-
ness. Falling to the ground, Ezra 
was subsequently trampled by 
concertgoers, suffering massive 
injuries.

“He has injuries to his kidney, to 
his lung, to his liver. Basically, every 
organ has damage,” Ezra’s grand-
mother, Tericia Blount, told Rolling 
Stone. “He had cardiac arrest. His 
heart is weak and has damage as 
well. And his brain has swelling, 
and he’s in an induced coma.”

Tragically, after over a week on 
a ventilator, Ezra’s injuries were too 
severe for the 9-year-old to sur-

vive. The Blount family announced 
Ezra’s death on Sunday night via a 
statement from the family’s attor-
ney Ben Crump (h/t Variety).

The Blount family tonight is 
grieving the incomprehensible 
loss of their precious young son. 
This should not have been the 
outcome of taking their son to a 
concert, what should have been a 
joyful celebration. Ezra’s death is 
absolutely heartbreaking. We are 
committed to seeking answers 
and justice for the Blount family. 
But tonight we stand in solidarity 
with the family, in grief, and in 
prayer.

Trump ally Bannon taken 
into custody on contempt 
charges

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Bannon, 67, was indicted on 
two counts of criminal con-
tempt – one for refusing to 

appear for a congressional depo-
sition and the other for refusing to 
provide documents in response to 
the committee’s subpoena.

Steve Bannon, a longtime ally 
of former President Donald Trump, 
surrendered to federal authorities 
on Monday to face contempt 
charges after defying a subpoena 
from a House committee investi-
gating January’s insurrection at 
the U.S. Capitol.

Bannon was taken into custody 
Monday morning and is expected 
to appear in court later in the 
afternoon. The 67-year-old was 
indicted on Friday on two counts 
of criminal contempt – one for 
refusing to appear for a congres-
sional deposition and the other 
for refusing to provide documents 
in response to the committee’s 
subpoena.

The indictment came as a sec-
ond expected witness, former White 

House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows, 
defied his own subpoena from the 
committee on Friday and as Trump 
has escalated his legal battles to 
withhold documents and testimony 
about the insurrection.

Investigation at federal prisons 
unveils workers are committing 
some of the crimes, report

Philadelphiaobserver.com

An investigation conduct-
e d  b y  T h e  A s s o c i a t e d 
Press has found that em-

ployees within the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons are turning a 
blind eye to corruption amongst 
the workers.

Based on the report, since 
2019, there have been more than 
100 federal prison workers who 
have been arrested, convicted, 
or sentenced for crimes. Some of 
the violations include a warden 
indicted for sexual abuse, an asso-

ciate warden charged with murder, 
several prison guards who were 
taking cash to smuggle drugs and 
weapons, and supervisors being 
caught stealing property such as 
tires and tractors.

   In recent years, about 67% of 
the criminal cases against Justice 
Department staff have involved 
federal prison workers, who make 
up less than one-third of the 
department’s workforce. Twen-
ty-eight out of the 41 arrests in 
just this year alone were of BOP 
employees or contractors. In com-
parison, the FBI (Federal Bureau of 

Investigation) only had five. The 
(DEA) Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration and the (ATF) Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives each only had two.

In a written statement to the 
Associated Press, the Justice De-
partment said it “will not tolerate 
staff misconduct, particularly 
criminal misconduct.” They said it 
is “committed to holding account-
able any employee who abuses a 
position of trust, which we have 
demonstrated through federal 
criminal prosecutions and other 
means.”

Illinois cop ousted from police 
association, facing charges for 
exposing police brutality

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Meet Sgt. Javier Esqueda of 
the Joliet Police Depart-
ment in Joliet, Illinois.

In September, Esqueda was 
featured in “Behind the Blue Wall,” a 
series of stories published by USA 
Today covering more than 300 cas-
es of police officers over the past 
decade who have exposed and 
spoken out against alleged mis-
conduct of other officers in their 
departments. Esqueda appears to 
have found out the hard way that 
the police have a “no snitch” policy 
similar to that of the streets and 
the criminal underworld where 
anyone who exposes wrongdoing 
or illegal activity to the authorities 
will soon find themselves the sub-
ject of swift retaliation.

In July 2020, Esqueda reported-
ly shared with the media exposing 
how police officers treated Eric 
Lurry, a Black man who died in 
police custody after cops allegedly 
slapped him, restricted his breath-
ing, shoved a baton in his mouth 
and drove him to the police station 

instead of to the hospital even 
though he was apparently suffer-
ing complications due to drug use 
and despite police believing that 
he had swallowed drugs to avoid 
the cops finding them.

The officers involved received 
minor punishments, but none of 

them were charged with any crim-
inal wrongdoing.  Esqueda, on the 
other hand, is now facing 20 years 
in prison after being accused of 
illegally using his department-is-
sued laptop to access and then 
leak squad car video footage of 
the Lurry incident.
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3The 2021 elections proved real 
the connection Republicans are 
making with Black voters

By Stacy M. Brown | NNPA 
Newswire

– During the decisive victo-
ries scored by Republicans on 
Election Day, significant shifts 
occurred among crucial voting 
groups, which has only add-
ed to the misery of Democrats. 
 Notably, Black voters showed up 
for Republicans in Virginia and 
elsewhere.

The GOP candidate who de-
feated heavily favorite Democrat 
Terry McAuliffe for governor, 
Glenn Youngkin, garnered 13 
percent of the Black vote and 
did better overall than former 
President Donald Trump in every 
county.

In Virginia’s Lt. Governor’s 
race, Republican Winsome Sears 
(Pictured) earned 17 percent 
of the Black vote in her victo-
ry against Democrat Hala Aya-
la – both are women of color. 
 While Democrats held on in New 
Jersey, with Gov. Phil Murphy 
retaining his seat by winning by 
a razor-thin margin against Re-
publican Jack Ciattarelli, the GOP 
still made significant gains in the 
Garden State.

Overall, Republicans flipped 
four New Jersey counties.

While some point out that 
the electorate in Virginia was 
older and whiter than last year’s 
presidential  election,  many 
said the inroads the GOP made 

this year are unmistakable. 
 While Black voters didn’t turn 
out this month as they did for the 
2020 Presidential election, the 
progress made by Republicans 
could also be a significant hint 
for what lies ahead in the 2022 
midterm elections.

“Congratulations to all of the 
Black Republican candidates 
who made history Tuesday night 
winning their state-wide and lo-
cal elections across the country,” 
RNC National Spokesman Paris 
Dennard stated. “Republican trail-
blazer Winsome Sears defied the 
odds to become the first Black 
woman elected to serve as Vir-
ginia’s Lieutenant Governor. On 
the local level, Black Republicans 
like A.C. Cordoza (VA-91), Donald 
Douglas (KY,SD-22), and Jalen 
Johnson (Albany City Commis-
sion-II) highlight the growth and 
diversity of the GOP at all levels,” 
noted Denard, who also serves as 
the RNC’s director of Black Media 
Affairs.

With Youngkin’s victory, De-
nard noted that Black Virginians 
have a new governor “that sup-
ports school choice and is com-
mitted to supporting HBCUs in 
his budgets.”

“The RNC remains committed 
to expanding our party, support-
ing our Black Republican leaders, 
and having meaningful engage-
ment through our RNC Black Com-
munity Centers,” Denard wrote.

FEMA changing rules that have 
historically deprived African 
Americans of crucial aid

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire

In the past, the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency (FEMA) 
– relied on deeds to prove that 

land belonged to disaster victims 
before sending relief funds.

However, those guidelines 
proved to deny aid to many Afri-
can American applicants whose 
homes or land were inherited 
informally without written wills.

But, as first reported by NBC 
News, the rules quietly have 
changed.

As floodwaters and the af-
ter-effects of Hurricane Ida rav-
aged Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
eventually wreaked havoc in 
the northeast, FEMA officials an-
nounced that there will be signif-
icant changes in how they verify 
the ownership status of disaster 
relief applicants, noting that the 
objective in making the changes 
is to better assist applicants whose 
property was inherited without 
a will.

“What we’re trying to do is 
make sure that we understand 
each individual situation is unique 
and that we need not have a 
one-size-fits-all approach,” FEMA 
Administrator Deanne Criswell 
told the news outlet.

“We’re going to continue to try 
to improve our program and make 
additional changes. Some of them 
we can do right away, like this. 
Some of them will require some 
regulatory change,” she said. “But 
we are really driving hard to make 
these changes.”

African Americans, particularly 
those in southern states, have 
routinely had difficulty proving 
property ownership.

Even without a damaging nat-
ural disaster, the Gullah Geechee 

community of St. Helena Island 
told the Black Press last year that 
they were fighting to protect their 
lands and the legacy left by their 
ancestors, who toiled for lifetimes 
under the brutal oppression of 
slavery.

Local tax officials held an auc-
tion of some of the property on 
the island belonging to families, 
citing delinquent tax payments 
that have accumulated over the 
years.

The descendants who have 
lived in the Gullah Geechee com-
munity, which extends the coastal 
areas of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, 
possessed deeds but lacked titles 
to their properties.

Many in the community dis-
covered that their ancestors left no 
wills and never possessed a title.

That was primarily because of 
oppressive laws.

The freed slaves were deprived 
of an education and were at the 
mercy of White men who sold the 
land for as little as $1.25 per acre 

and never provided appropriate 
sale documentation.

“The heirs don’t have a title in 
their names,” said Sará Reynolds 
Green, an activist, and farmer 
who raises produce on the St. 
Helena plot of land passed down 
throughout her family’s gener-
ations.

While FEMA’s new rules don’t 
necessarily apply to St. Helena, 
they should provide a more level 
playing field for African Americans 
affected by hurricanes, tornadoes, 
earthquakes, and other disasters.

“Updated guidelines will also 
expand the options for paperwork 
renters can submit to prove that 
they live at affected properties,” 
the NBC News team reported.

According to the report, “in 
addition to a written lease or rent 
receipts, renters will now be able 
to submit documents such as their 
car registration and letters from 
local schools or nonprofits. People 
in mobile homes will also have the 
flexibility to submit a letter from 
the property’s owner.”

No rights without voting rights
Opinion

By Julianne Malveaux

- Black women leaders have 
been working on this issue of vot-
ing rights, calling for the passage of 
the John Lewis Voting Rights Act, 
the Freedom to Vote Act, the Build 
Back Better Reconciliation Act, and 
DC Statehood.  Several leaders, in-
cluding Melanie Campbell, CEO of 
the National Coalition of Black Civic 

Participation, and Janice Mathis, 
Executive Director of the National 
Council of Negro Women, were 
arrested a couple of weeks ago.  
On November 16, the women took 
their energy to the Supreme Court, 
walking from the NCNW headquar-
ters on Pennslyvania Avenue to the 
Court building.

It ought to be a no-brainer that 
the same country who invades 
other people’s countries around 
human rights and voting rights 
would provide the same rights 
for its own citizens.  Predatory 
capitalism, however, makes the 
voting-rights blocking filibuster 
essential to those who would 
extract every penny of surplus 
value from other citizens.  How else 
can we explain the resistance to 
managing drug prices, raising the 
minimum wage, or blocking the 
right to vote?  The big-money pol-
itics game makes it easy enough 
for deep-pocketed corporations 
to purchase a senator to protect 
their interests. Grassroots efforts, 
like the NCNW/NCBPC (with many 
allies) efforts are less well funded 
than some of these senators are, 

and they may be less influential.  
Republicans with consciences 
surely know that voting is an es-
sential right.  However, too many 
of them want to win at all costs, 
eschewing fairness for power.

It’s like a chicken and egg thing.  
Republicans (yes, let’s call it as it 
is) want to suppress the vote so 
they can keep getting elected.  
Once elected, they continue to 
manipulate the system with a 
gerrymandering that is designed 
to minimize the electoral influence 
of those who oppose the predato-
ry capitalist agenda.  This includes 
Black folks, Chicano/Latina folks, 
American Indians, senior citizens, 
and those who live in inner cities.   
These voters, certainly, aren’t 
a monolith, but voters of color 
are treated monolithically and 
sidelined in the same way.  Voting 
rights legislation might pas, but for 
the filibuster.

So why can’t we eliminate the 
filibuster?  Some Democrats want 
to embrace the traditions of the 
past, even though those traditions 
allow the minority to ride rough-
shod over the majority.  President 

Biden, whose legislation has been 
blocked by the filibuster, only re-
cently signaled some willingness 
to get rid of the filibuster in some 
cases.  He should have spoken up 
sooner, and more loudly. Though 
more than 60 percent of Ameri-
cans support the Build Back Better 
legislation, just two recalcitrant 
Senators have been able to hold 
up the vote.  Now, as we head into 
the holiday season, the window to 
pass this legislation is closing.  In 
my opinion, neither the House nor 
the Senate deserves time off until 
voting rights legislation is passed.

Too many of us seem to forget 
that we are the BOSSES, not the 
serfs, of these members of the 
House and the Senate.  We can 
kick them to the kerb as viciously 
as they’ve kicked us.  We have pow-
erful Black women leaders who are 
urging us to take our power back, 
rejecting incumbents who don’t 
have our interests at heart.  Our 
work, our serious work, is to vet 
these incumbents and send them 
home when it is necessary.

We don’t do that.  We tend to 
reelect incumbents because we 

are used to them, because we feel 
close to them, because they’ve 
been to our schools, because 
they’ve done a town hall, because 
they are friendly and personable.  
As personable as some of them are, 
if they don’t support economic jus-
tice, they are just a waste of space.  
They are sitting in an elected seat 
that someone else might better 
use to serve people.

Voting rights and economic 
justice are inextricably intertwined.  
We won’t get fair wages, good labor 
laws, student loan forgiveness, child 
care, or more progressive economic 
legislation until we get the right to 
vote, because there are those who 
would offer rights like goodies on a 
snack plate, goodies they an easily 
take back.  It is absurd that in a na-
tion that brags about democracy 
fails to provide it for too many of 
its citizens.

Republcians are shameless in 
their grab for power.  We have to 
be aggressive in our resistance.  
We cannot have economic justice 
without voting rights.  Kudos to 
the Black women who are fighting 
for our rights.
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4 BLM activist threatens to riot if New York Mayor-Elect Eric 
Adams reinstates plainclothes street units.

Philadelphiaobserver.com

New York City Police officials 
have labeled an activist a 
domestic terrorist after he 

warned the mayor-elect there 
would be riots and “bloodshed” 
if the city reactivates plainclothes 
street units.

Hawk Newsome, co-founder of 
Black Lives Matter (BLM) of Greater 
New York, had a heated exchange 
with New York Mayor-elect Eric 
Adams during a public meeting 
over the mayor’s stance on the 
police unit, which has been in-
volved in the high profile killings 
of Black men.

Adams said he would reform 
the units that are meant to re-
duce gun violence, implementing 
body-worn camera requirements 
and other accountability mea-
sures. Newsome accused Adams 
of betraying the BLM movement 
and sending the wrong message 
to cops.

Newsome said he would not 
let the mayor reinstate the units 
without a fight. The units that 
have been connected to the 
deaths of Eric Garner, Sean Bell 
and Amadou Diallo were disman-
tled after years of agitation by ac-
tivists and litigation in the courts.

“If he thinks that they’re going 
to go back to the old ways of po-
licing, then we are going to take to 
the streets again,” Newsome said 
during a meeting at the Brooklyn 
Borough Hall.

National Brotherhood of Skiers 
diversifying the slopes one 
mountain at a time

Philadelphiaobserver.com

“NBS works to identify, devel-
op and support athletes of color 
that are going to win international 
and Olympic competitions repre-
senting the United States. That is 
our mission right now,” says Henry 
Rivers

It was the winter of 1997. Henry 
Rivers vividly remembers the ski trip 
to Vail, Colorado. The cool crisp air, 
the freshly fallen snow, and thou-
sands of skiers and snowboarders 
who looked just like him.

“There were 5,000 Black peo-
ple in there, all smiling, all with 
the best- looking gear you could 
imagine,” Rivers explains. “Then 
you look up the hill and you’re see-
ing people skiing down. I mean, 
just expert skiers coming down. I 
was just like, ‘Wow.’”

Those winter sports enthusi-
asts were there for the National 
Brotherhood of Skiers Annual 
Summit, an organization created 
by Ben Finley and Art Clay.

R i v e r s ,  w h o  c u r r e n t l y 
serves as the President of NBS 
tells theGrio how the founders 
met in 1972 through a mutual 
friend. Finley was President of 
the Four Seasons West Ski Club 
of Los Angeles and Clay was Trip 
Director of the Sno-Gophers Ski 
Club of Chicago.

“These were two young Black 
skiers back then from different 
clubs—one from Chicago, one 

from the L.A.,” he says. “They 
got together and organized 
what has become the National 

Brotherhood of Skiers. Initially it 
was just 13 clubs that they got 
together with.”

Racial hatred behind 
teens’ hoax calls to 
BLM leader, police say
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Authori-

ties say three teenagers driven 
by racial hatred were behind 

hoax calls that brought major 
police responses to the home of a 
leading Black Lives Matter activist 
in Los Angeles.

The teenagers, aged 13 to 16, 
connected over the Discord chat 
platform and are suspects in more 
than 30 bomb threats and so-
called “swatting” incidents across 
the country, according to the Los 
Angeles Police Department. Swat-
ting refers to a phony emergency 
call made to attract police to a 
particular address without cause.

   They are accused of perpe-

trating two fake swatting calls 
— one this past September and 
another in August 2021 — at 
the LA home of Melina Abdullah, 
co-founder of BLM-LA and a Cal 
State Los Angeles professor.

Police did not identify Abdul-
lah by name as a victim of the 
teens, but listed her block as the 
location of two of the swatting 
incidents.

Los Angeles police said Friday 
that the teens were behind hoaxes 
dating back to July 2020 that tar-
geted “other online persons, video 
gamers, activists, schools, airports, 
houses of worship, entertainment 
venues and memorial parks.”

 Hawk Newsome, President of Black Lives Matter of Greater New York, in Times Square for a demonstration to announced their plan to enact 
Law Enforcement Reform Policies and the “I CAN’T BREATHE ACT.” (Photo by Michael Nigro/Pacific Press/LightRocket via Getty Images) 
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureEditorial - Opinion
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First-ever civil rights scorecard grades senators 
on performance defending voting rights

By Marc H. Morial

“Partisan sabotage bills … are 
a new and dangerous twist on the 
same legislative agenda. Each is 
driven by the Big Lie that there is 
widespread voter fraud. And each 
is part of a broader ongoing parti-

san project to thwart democratic 
elections and rig electoral out-
comes, especially by undermining 
or canceling the votes of people of 
color. Each is antidemocratic and 
toxic to a free and fair society. And 
each demands urgent intervention 
by Congress to prevent irreparable 
corruption of our electoral sys-
tem..” – The Brennan Center, The 
Election Sabotage Scheme and 
How Congress Can Stop It

How much do your senators 
care about voter suppression? How 
committed are they to our most 
sacred constitutional right? What 
have they done, and what are they 
willing to do, to defend it?

The Civil Rights Scorecard an-
swers those questions.

Released this week by National 
Urban League, along with the 
NAACP, National Action Network, 
National Coalition of Black Civic 
Participation, Fighting for Our Vote 
Initiative, and National Council 
of Negro Women, the Scorecard 

provides civil rights advocates and 
their supporters with clear insights 
into the voting patterns of their 
Senate delegations.

There is no greater crisis facing 
our nation at this moment than 
the preservation of democracy. 
History will judge every member 
of the Senate on their commit-
ment to democratic principles. 
The Civil Rights Scorecard is not 
just a measure of each Senator’s 
voting record. It is a measure of 
their character, their integrity, and 
their patriotism.

The grades are based on sena-
tors’ votes on the American Rescue 
Plan Act, the John R. Lewis Voting 
Rights Advancement Act, and the 
For the People Act, along with 
each senator’s stance on the fili-
buster – a once-rare procedure has 
been weaponized to block major 
legislation, including voting rights 
protection bills.

As the Scorecard notes, “the 
divide between the 51st and 60th 

vote in the Senate is unbridgeable 
with the Senate split along parti-
san lines.”

Senators were awarded one 
point for each “yes” vote on the 
three bills, and zero points for a 
“no” vote, abstention or not voting.

Their stance on the filibuster, 
which comprised 50 percent of 
their overall score – was worth 
three points for abolishing the 
filibuster, two for reforming it, one 
for willingness to change it and 
zero for retaining the filibuster as 
it currently exists.

Senators with a score of 2.1 to 
3 earned an “A” grade; those with 
a score of 1 to 2 earned an “I” for 
“incomplete,” and those with a 
score of 0.9 or lower earned an “F.”

The Scorecard focused on vot-
ing rights because every other right 
stems directly from it. Without the 
right to vote we have no say. No 
voice. No seat at the table to de-
termine public policy on policing, 
education, or economic equity.

“A law is unjust if it is inflicted 
on a minority that, as a result 
of being denied the right to 
vote, had no part in enacting or 
devising the law,” Martin Luther 
King, Jr., wrote in Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail. Stacey Abrams 
expounded on this reality in Our 
Time Is Now: Power, Purpose, 
and the Fight for a Fair America: 
“As millions are stripped of their 
rights, we live out the policy con-
sequences, from lethal pollution 
running through poor communi-
ties to kindergartners practicing 
active shooter drills taught with 
nursery rhymes.”

Our democracy is cracking at 
the seams. It is crumbling before 
our eyes. The Scorecard is a clang-
ing alarm, alerting every member 
of the United States Senate that we 
expect them honor their Constitu-
tional duty and to do everything in 
their power to protect democracy, 
including abolishing or reforming 
the filibuster.
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7Oil & Natural Gas Industry Engineering Successful 
Opportunities for People of Color, and Women

By Stacy M. Brown

The Washington Informer
Amanda Eversole spent 

13 years at the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce in Washington, D.C., 
where she cemented a legacy of 
leadership and innovation before 
joining JP Morgan Chase, where 
she created a framework for the 
firm’s philanthropic approach.

Now, as executive vice presi-
dent and chief operating officer at 
the American Petroleum Institute 
(API), Eversole has the monu-
mental task of leading efforts to 
integrate the trade association’s 
diverse functions and develop and 
implement a strategic plan for the 
natural gas and oil industry.

Eversole now puts her strong 
track record of driving consensus 
and winning strategies to the test 
as API and all in oil and natural gas 
wrestles with ensuring people of 
color and women are a large part 
of the lucrative industry.

“Every day, we get up and say 
what we’re going to do to make 
sure that we are giving people 
opportunities to interact with this 
industry, and it changes people’s 
lives,” Eversole told NNPA News-
wire.

API states that about half of 
new industry-related job opportu-
nities through 2040 are projected 
to be filled by African Americans, 
Hispanic, Asians, and women.

Eversole remarked that talk 
isn’t good enough.

“The default narrative that 
the industry is old, dirty, and pre-
dominately white male is not true 
anymore, and the way we prove 
that is not by statistics,” Eversole 
exclaimed.

“It is by standing up and doing 
the work that we’re doing and 
showing people by opportunities 
and not by talking points.”

Eversole reiterated that API 
possesses a strong belief that 
educational opportunities remain 
critical to successful employment.

Backing that belief are pro-
grams like the organization’s Mi-
nority Serving Institution Initia-
tive, where API has partnered 
with Historical Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs) and Hispan-
ic Serving Institutions (HSIs) to 
provide students free access to 
the trade association’s world-class 
standards.

API also has joined Discovery 
Education’s STEM Careers Coalition 
where a coalition of industry part-
ners joined to nurture a diverse 
culture of STEM education in K-12 
schools nationwide.

In five years, that program aims 
at impacting 10 million students at 
5,000 schools.

“There’s this common thread of 
opportunity, and I had not worked 
with an industry like oil and natural 
gas where the constant focus is on 
improvement and optimization,” 
Eversole asserted.

“There are career opportunities 
that can last an entire lifetime, and 
there’s a sense of intergenerational 
opportunities through education 
to children with STEM skillsets.”

Eversole continued:
“When I talk about the oppor-

tunities we have in the industry, 
I step back and say, ‘How does 
API, which represents more than 
600 members, figure out how to 
accelerate the journey we’re on 
together in America understand-
ing and acknowledging those suf-

fering and working through racial 
inequities?’ I’m proud to say that 
we have a lot to show for our work.”

API is also building a job read-
iness training program through 
API’s Global Industry Services 
platform that facilitates baseline 
industry knowledge and skills, 
leading to entry-level operational 
roles across the industry.

API is partnering with Opportu-

nity@Work in Houston, the world’s 
energy capital, where it’s estimated 
to have proportionally more rising 
STARS – Skilled-Through-Alterna-
tive-Routes.

“It’s a journey,” Eversole stated.
“When you think about long 

term workforce programs and 
when I think about STEM educa-
tion and some of the internship 
programs – in terms of how to get 

that pipeline ready – we’re eval-
uating points of continuum and 
figuring out where some of those 
barriers are and why we are not 
seeing proportionality within the 
overall workforce.”

Eversole said the oil and natural 
gas industry “can do better.”

“We will do better,” she de-
clared. “I’m encouraged that there’s 
a building sense of momentum.”

Stay woke

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.
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8 Fashion
All eyes are on Forbes’ designated 
‘Designer to Watch’ — Tori Nichel

“I created Maison Black to build an ecosystem that fosters design excellence  and creativity for 
black designers.” Tori Nichel

By Veronica Jones

Tori Nichel is an American de-
signer who after graduation 
from the Fashion Institute of 

Technology embarked on a career 
in fashion design in the business 
of fashion. Her first position in the 
industry was as a design assistant 
for Dana Buchman, a popular 
brand owned by Liz Claibourne, 
a Fortune 500 Company.  Nichel 
garnered a strong foundation in 
fashion design at the company and 
an awareness of how retail drives 
the business. Knowledge and 
understanding of design, trends, 
production, manufacturing and 
how it all resonates at retail to the 
customer is essential to building a 
successful business in the industry.

Nichel, an African American, 
has held key positions in mer-
chandising and design at several 
corporate firms. After gaining 
recognition as a Senior Designer 
at Kenneth Cole, she became 
Head Designer at Tibi, an innova-
tive contemporary brand selling 
at Nordstrom, Saks Fifth Avenue, 
and Neiman Marcus. Even though 
her name was not on the label 

she was aware that her designs 
were bought by a plethora of retail 
customers. Nichel’s creative spirit, 
fresh face, and vibrant personality 
landed her a spot on NBC’s Fashion 
Stars. Women’s Wear Daily and 
Forbes claimed she was a “Design-
er to Watch.”

Major retailers began design-
ing, producing and marketing their 
own corporate labels to offer their 
customers. Nichel successfully led 
brand development for some of 
the nation’s largest retailers scaling 
over 500 hundred million dollars 
in sales volume. Her corporate 
success inspired her to realize her 
dream of establishing her own 
label, Nichel. She conceptualized, 
financed and produced her name-
sake collection. It takes money 
to make money in the fashion 
business. Without access to capi-
tal to gain a position in the retail 
landscape Nichel returned to the 
retail corporate arena.

 African Americans spend up-
wards of 1.3 trillion dollars in the 
American market place. Histori-
cally, Department Stores were the 
first to establish lines of credit to 
the Black consumer. Consequently 
since the late fifties the buying 
power of the Black Community has 
soared upwards, contributing 30% 

to 50% of retail sales volume.  Re-
tailers began to advertise major 
brands and to celebrate designers 
who fueled the business. Creative 
TV advertising and in store fashion 
events attracted the customers 
to shop and to be entertained.  
Bloomingdales was the master 
of the game. Innovative window 
displays by Candy Pratts enticed 
customers to shop. Candy Pratts 
Price power and creative influence 
led her to become the Executive 
fashionDirector of style.com. Pratts 
Price a proud latina whose creative 
vision led her to transform her 
talent digitally to shape American 
fashion. People of Color are taking 
ownership in the digital world.

Tori Nichel has reimagined 
herself as a design entrepreneur 
in the global digital landscape.  
She acknowledges that without 
Black ownership of manufacturing, 
production and retail the presence 
of Black Designers is limited.  Like 
Nichel, there are more black de-
signers working in the industry 
without name recognition. For 
the past five years she has been 
on a mission to found an ecom-
merce website to establish a global 
identity and retail experience for 
creatives of color.

Hence, www.maisonblack.shop 

was launched in Detroit at the 
end of fashion week in October. 
Detroit is home to Nichel, and six 
talented veteran black designers in 
the industry who showed up and 
showed out on the runway staged 
at the Ford Piquette Avenue Plant. 
The theme of the launch was De-
troit: Manhattan to Motown. Mai-
son Black presented a beautifully 
curated fashion show featuring de-
signers originally from Detroit who 
built viable careers in New York 
City’s fashion industry. Kevan Hall, 
known for his Red Carpet Gowns, 
N’Gai By Nicole King’s sharp casual 
style, Isaiah Hemmingway’s vibrant 
menswear, APotts, by Aaron Potts, 
Phluid Style,  Truth by Sharryl 
Cross, a collection of painted print 
dresses, and S.McGee by Shawna 
McGee created art for wearing, silk 
kimonos and scarves.

Nichel also engaged Shinola 
to have a three day shopping ex-
perience for the designers at their 
flagship store. To quote Tori Nichel 
“I created Maison Black to build 
an ecosystem that fosters design 
excellence and creativity for black 
designers.” Be sure to visit “Blacks 
Behind the Brands” on YouTube, 
interviews by Tori Nichel. Shop 
Maison Black for the Holidays. 
(Photos courtesy Tori Nichel)

Tori Nichel (C) Mason Black Founder & Designers

Tori Nichel with Kenzy Mentor Lead Boys Girls Club
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The Community Energy Center, a cooperative with the National Newspaper Publishers Association and National Association of Hispanic 
Publications Media, will provide information and perspectives on the integral role of the energy sector in daily life for American families 
in a wide range of communities.

To learn more about how energy helps your community,  
visit CommunityEnergyCenter.org

COMMUNITY
ENERGY CENTER

Climate Solutions Require  
A Collaborative Effort
Today, our growing population will require an abundance  

of energy sources to meet our daily needs.
 We will need greater access to transportation, more housing  

and workplace options, and more electricity.

 Americans can achieve these realities  
while also addressing climate change.

We will need the brightest minds from across America, with diverse  
opinions and ideas, to collaborate to meet our ever growing  

energy demand all while reducing carbon emissions in the U.S.
Communities throughout the U.S. can help lead the way.

Iconic comedian Kenan Thompson to host 
‘Jonas Brothers Family Roast’

By Audrey J. Bernard

The Jonas Brothers – Kevin 
Jonas, Joe Jonas, and Nick 
Jonas will participate in a 

special Jonas Brothers Family Roast 
hosted by Emmy award winning 
comedian Kenan Thompson. The 
star-studded roast guests include:  
Pete Davidson, Niall Horan, Gabriel 
“Fluffy” Iglesias, John Legend, Lilly 
Singh, Jack Whitehall, Blake Shel-
ton and the JoBro wives: Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas, Danielle Jonas, and 
Sophie Turner. This one of a kind 
comedy special of epic proportions 
celebrates the universal truth that 
no one can get under your skin 
quite like your own family. You’ll 
see the multi-platinum global 
superstars the Jonas Brothers like 
you’ve never seen them before 
through sketches, songs, games, 
and special guests – all to give 
them a roasting they’ll never for-
get. Jonas Brothers Family Roast 
premieres globally only on Netflix 
on November 23, 2021.  Jonas 
Brothers Family Roast is produced 
by Fulwell 73. Executive Producers: 

Emma Conway and Gabe Turner 
for Fulwell 73, Kevin Jonas, Joe 

Jonas, Nick Jonas and John Lloyd 
Taylor. Executive Producer and 

Showrunner: James Longman. 
Head Writer: Lauren Greenberg 

netflix.com/jonasbrothers-
familyroast

Host Kenan Thompson (center) with the Jonas Brothers and their wives (Photo Booth)
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First all-Black crew of pilots make history 
with flight to Tuskegee

Philadelphiaobserver.com

What better way to honor 
Veteran’s Day than by 
acknowledging the re-

cent history made by a crew of 
Black military pilots in Tuskegee, 
Alabama?

Captains Kyle Green and John-
ny Frye made history by becoming 
the first all-Black crew to land a 
C-21 aircraft in Alabama’s Sharp 
Field, formerly known as Tuskegee 
Army Airfield, Fox 2 Now reports. 
The two Black pilots made the 
trip to educate students on the 
sacrifices made by many Black 
military men throughout Ameri-
ca’s history.

“I think it’s important because 
it’s easy to forget,” Capt. Frye said. 

“We weren’t living in those times 
and just to look at the history of 
what they went through.”

Both men have been flying for 
the military for the last six years 
and were honored to take the 
historical flight ahead of Veteran’s 
Day.

“Just being able to accom-
plish something that hasn’t been 
accomplished before and the 
historical significance of going to 
a field where guys that look like us 
trained,” Capt. Green said.

“Times are different now but 
their legacy and the things they 
had to endure should go down 
in history and should never leave 
our minds!”

The Tuskegee Airmen were 
the first Black military aviators in 

the U.S. Army Air Corps (AAC) be-
fore it became the U.S. Air Force, 
as noted by Histor y.  During 
World War II, The Tuskegee Air-
man had to fight racism and 
discrimination to help America 
in aerial combat.

Even after helping the country 
win the war, Black military men 
faced their own battles back home 
because of racism and segregation. 
It took decades before the Airmen 
were honored by sitting presi-
dents. In 2007, 300 of the original 
Tuskegee Airmen received the 
Congressional Gold Medal from 
President George W. Bush. In 2009, 
the surviving members were invit-
ed to attend the inauguration of 
the nation’s first African American 
president, Barack Obama.

New Jersey school renamed to honor 
the legacy of Tuskegee Airman

Philadelphiaobserver.com

The bravery and resilience the 
Tuskegee Airmen embod-
ied during World War II will 

reverberate for generations to 
come, and one of the members 
of the troop recently received a 
posthumous honor in recognition 
of his service. Malcolm E. Netting-
ham’s former school, Park Middle 
School, was renamed after him 
to pay homage to his legacy, My 
Central Jersey reported.

   The Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey-based middle school, changed 
its moniker not only to honor 
the sacrifices Nettingham made 
while serving but to illuminate his 
impact and influence within the 
local community. The New York 
City native was drafted during 
WWII and served as a radio oper-
ator and gunner in the Army Air 
Corps. He broke racial barriers in 
the military by being a part of the 
first racially integrated flight radio 
class and became one of five Black 
servicemen to integrate Army Air 
Corps training.

  Nettingham was part of the 
illustrious Tuskegee Airmen collec-
tive, the first Black military aviators 
in the U.S. Army Air Corps history. 
After serving, Nettingham worked 
as a mason and played an instru-
mental role in restoring Scotch 
Plains’ Jerseyland Park Community 
Center. He passed away last year 
at the age of 101, but his contri-
butions will forever be embedded 
in the fabric of American history.
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureInternational
As climate confab opens in 
Glasgow, four are shot over gold 
mining in the DRC

(GIN)

“Gold mining is one of the 
most destructive industries in 
the world. It can displace com-
munities, contaminate drinking 
water, hurt workers, and destroy 
pristine environments. It pollutes 
water and land with mercury and 
cyanide, endangering the health 
of people and ecosystems.”

Just those factors alone, cited 
by Earthworks.org, a Washing-
ton, DC environmental organiza-
tion, would appear to be reason 
enough to reconsider expansion 
of the Kibali gold mine–already 
one of the largest gold mines in 
Africa–in the northeast part of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

But last month, operators of 
the Kibali mine, local authorities 
and state security moved to evict 
residents said to be living on the 
mine company’s property. They 
were met by protestors objecting 
to the evictions with the result that 
four people, including one soldier, 
were shot dead and 14 others 
wounded on Oct. 22, according to 
Reuters. At least one police station 
was reportedly destroyed.

In company records cited by 
Mining.com, this was the second 
major eviction of local residents by 
the Kibali mining operation. Previ-
ously, some 17,000 people were 
removed from the Kibali property 
with compensation. In an early 
interview with the Denver-based 
show The Street, Barrick CEO Mark 
Bristow proudly described the 
project as “a fully integrated gold 
mine in the middle of nowhere.”

A parliamentary mission sent 
to investigate the recent fatalities 

blamed local authorities for failing to 
properly communicate the proposed 
removal of residents and faulted state 
security for the disproportionate use 
of force against the demonstrators, 
causing the loss of life.

The government report said 
those evicted “suffered significant 
damage” with the demolition of a 
church and a school of at least 400, 
plus unemployment. Locals from 
Kilimalande, one of the resettlement 
sites for the displaced villagers, said 
they were unable to accommodate 
those left homeless by the evictions.

Kibali country director Cyrille 
Mutombo said the people who built 
homes in Kibali’s concession ignored 
concrete markers showing the 
boundaries of the exclusion zone.

“With the involvement of gov-
ernment, markers were erected 
and trees planted to demarcate 
the exclusion zone. (However) 
some people don’t think that’s 
enough,” he acknowledged.

Kibali is 45%-owned by Barrick 
Gold, 45% by AngloGold Ashanti 
and 10% by state-owned gold 
company SOKIMO. It produced 
814,027 ounces of gold in 2019, 
according to Mining Technology.
com and is expected to produce 
600,000 ounces of gold per year 
for the first 12 years of operation.

In April of this year, Kibali Gold-
mines accused the state-owned 
company (SOKIMO) of attempting 
to extort certain benefits by filing 
proceedings with the commercial 
court in Kinshasa.

The deadly confrontation over 
evictions preceded COP26, the 
international summit on climate 
change in Glasgow, Scotland, that 
ran from Oct. 31 to Nov. 15 attend-

ed by leaders of developed and 
developing countries and thou-
sands of young people demand-
ing environmental accountability 
from the rich nations of the world.

There, U.N. Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres made the fol-
lowing remarks about burning, 
drilling and mining. “It’s time to 
say ‘enough,’” said the U.N. chief. 
“Enough of treating nature like a 
toilet…Enough of burning and 
drilling and mining… We are 
digging our own graves.”

Elsewhere in gold mining, some 
10,000 people harmed by the New 
Liberty Gold Mine in Liberia have 
moved forward with their com-
plaint against German and French 
national development banks–DEG 
and Proparco–for their links to the 
project. Injuries include drinking 
water polluted by a cyanide and ar-
senic spill, loss of homes and farms, 
and broken promises to provide 
jobs, schools and other facilities.

The complainants are sup-
ported by Oxfam, Novib, Inclusive 
Development International and 
Liberian NGOs, among others. The 
full story of New Liberty can be 
found at www.thenewhumanitar-
ian.org w/pix of M. Bristow

A private funeral to 
be held for last of 
the apartheid-era 
presidents

(GIN) –

There will be no state funeral 
for South Africa’s last white 
president, Frederick Willem 

de Klerk, his foundation said in a 
published statement.

Instead, Mr. de Klerk will have a 
private burial following cremation 
on Nov. 21 for family members that 
will be closed to the media. He was 
85 years of age.

De Klerk, who won praise 
worldwide for his role in scrap-
ping apartheid and shared the 
Nobel Peace Prize with Nelson 
Mandela in 1993, has a conflicted 
legacy among the country’s Black 
population for his failure to curb 
political violence in the run up 
to South Africa’s first democratic 
elections in 1994.

There was l itt le appetite 
among South Africans for a state 
funeral–which ultimately was not 
scheduled to take place.

De Klerk passed away after a 
battle with cancer at his home in 
the Fresnaye area of Cape Town. 
After his death, his foundation 
published a video in which he 
apologized for “the pain and the 
hurt and the indignity and the 
damage” apartheid caused during 
decades of white minority rule.

His previous refusal to apolo-
gize came as recently as last year 
when he said he did not believe 
apartheid was a crime against 
humanity. He also angered right 
wing Afrikaners who viewed him 
as a traitor to their causes of white 
supremacy and nationalism by 
ending apartheid.

Lukhanyo Calata, son of the 
anti-apartheid activist Fort Calata, 
claimed the former president was 
directly involved in his father’s 
death and should have been held 
accountable.

Instead, he took “the secrets 
about the murders of our fathers 
to the grave.”

Fort Calata and fellow activ-
ists Matthew Goniwe, Sparrow 
Mkonto and Sicelo Mhlauli were 
community leaders, guilty of such 
things as being part of a Marxist 
reading group, forming street 
committees, writing a letter to the 
municipality about dirty streets, 
fighting an unfair rental system 
and writing for a community 
newspaper.

In December 1984, Goniwe 
called for a boycott known as the 
“Black Christmas” of white-owned 
shops, infuriating the white busi-
ness community. The boycott was 
successful as the Lingelihle com-
munity did not buy food or liquor 
from white-owned stores.

In 1985 they were abducted 
and murdered by South African 
security police under orders of the 
apartheid regime. The so-called 
Cradock Four who came from the 
town of Cradock, were members 
of the anti-apartheid United Dem-
ocratic Front.

A document leaked to the 
press years after their deaths 
resulted in the removal of sever-
al police officers. At the second 
inquest, a judge ruled that the 
“security forces” were responsible, 
but named no one individual.

Calata, Goniwe, Mhlauli and 
Mkonto were buried in Cradock 
on July 20,1985, at a massive 
political funeral attended by 
thousands of people from all 
over the country. Speakers at the 
funeral included Beyers Naudé, 
Allan Boesak and Steve Tshwete. 
A message from the then pres-
ident of the ANC Oliver Tambo 
was read. It was also the first time 
that a huge SA Communist Party 
flag was unfurled and openly 
displayed at the funeral.

De Klerk oversaw the end of 
white minority rule as the country’s 
last apartheid president and shared 
the Nobel Peace Prize with Nelson 
Mandela.

Nigeria panel finds army, police 
killed peaceful protesters

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Police also “shot at, assaulted 
and battered unarmed pro-
testers, which led to injuries 

and deaths,” the panel found.
A Nigerian judicial panel says 

that army soldiers “shot, injured 
and killed” peaceful protesters 
demonstrating against police 
brutality at the Lekki toll gate in 
Lagos in Oct. 2020. The report calls 
the shootings “a massacre.”

Police also “shot at, assaulted 
and battered unarmed protesters, 
which led to injuries and deaths,” 
the panel found.

Eleven people — all males — 
were killed while four others are 
missing and “presumed dead” out 
of 48 persons identified as victims 
of the Lekki shootings, according 
to the report that has been sub-
mitted to Lagos Governor Babajide 
Sanwo-Olu.

The report has not yet been 
made public but The Associated 

Press has obtained a copy and 
confirmed the details with sources 
close to the panel, including one of 
its members.

“At the Lekki toll gate, officers 
of the Nigerian army shot, injured 
and killed unarmed, helpless and 

defenseless protesters, without 
provocation or justification, while 
they were waving the Nigerian flag 
and singing the national anthem 
and the manner of assault and kill-
ing could in context be described 
as a massacre,” says the report.
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureCulture

Coronji Calhoun 
Sr., Halle Berry’s 
‘Monster’s Ball’ co-star, 
is dead at age 30

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Coronji Calhoun Sr., whose 
role as Halle Berry’s son in 
the 2001 film “Monster’s Ball” 

helped propel his co-star to the 
first Best Actress Oscar won by a 
Black woman, has died at age 30.

  Berry stepped forward on 
Wednesday to help with costs for 
“a sacred celebration” of Calhoun’s 
life. Calhoun died of heart failure 
and lung problems on Oct. 13, 
his mother, Theresa C. Bailey, told 
the CBS affiliate in New Orleans 
last month.

   Berry and “Monster’s Ball” pro-
ducer Lee Daniels each donated 

$3,394, according to a GoFundMe 
page hosted by Calhoun’s family. 
His mother issued a thank-you for 
all the contributions.

  “We are blown away by the 
outpouring of love the commu-
nity and Coronji’s adopted family 
has shown during our process of 
grief,” Bailey wrote Wednesday. 
“As we close this chapter, we ask 
that in your remembrance of 
him, you remember to love your 
neighbor as yourself, because that 
is what Coronji did for his entire 
community.”

  Calhoun, born in St. Charles 
Parish, had a 10-year-old son and 
a 13-year-old stepson.

Jodie Turner-Smith’s ‘Anne 
Boleyn’ acquired by AMC+ for U.S. 
premiere

Philadelphiaobserver.com

The series is described a as 
a psychological thriller that 
explores the final months of 

the historical figure’s life.
The highly anticipated psy-

chological thriller starring Jodie 
Turner-Smith in the titular role 
of Anne Boleyn has officially been 
acquired by AMC+.

First announced by Dead-
line in 2020, the three-part thriller 
focuses on Boleyn, the second 
wife of King Henry VIII and mother 
of Elizabeth I. Boleyn famous-
ly met her end via beheading for 
treason against her husband.

Unlike many other adaptations 
of Boleyn’s life, Fable Pictures opt-
ed to view it through the lens of 
a thriller rather than the historical 
drama we normally see in popular 
series like The Crown.

The official synopsis of the 
series reads, “The drama explores 
the final months of Anne Boleyn’s 
life from the eponymous Queen’s 
perspective, as she struggles to 
secure a future for her daughter 
and to challenge the powerful 
patriarchy closing in around 
her. Anne Boleyn depicts the 
key moments that cause Anne to 
topple, unpicking her immense 
strength, her fatal vulnerabilities 
and her determination to be an 
equal among men.”

Courtney Thomasma, general 
manager for AMC+ shared an 
official statement regarding the 
series joining their slate of original 
shows. “We are proud to add Anne 
Boleyn to our slate of AMC+ Orig-
inal Series,” Thomasma said. “Fea-
turing a superb ensemble cast led 
by Jodie Turner-Smith‘s mesmer-
izing performance and a predom-
inantly female creative team, this 
groundbreaking drama, told from 
the unique perspective of one of 

history’s most fascinating – and 
scrutinized – women, makes for a 
can’t-miss television event to end 
the year.”

At the time of the casting 
announcement,  the show ’s 
writer, Eve Hedderwick Turn-
er, shared excitement regarding 
Turner-Smith’s involvement with 
the project. “Jodie is a complete 
natural queen. She is magnetic 
and has this deep dignity that she 
brings to the part,” she said.

Mahershala Ali celebrates his first lead role with the 
release of ‘Swan Song’

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Though he has been a Hol-
lywood mainstay since his 
award-winning performance 

in Moonlight, Mahershala Ali‘s 
latest film, Swan Song marks his 
first turn as the lead character in 
a movie.

Ali plays both the main char-
acter and a supporting role in 
this new Apple TV project. Swan 
Song follows the final weeks 
during which a terminally ill 
man must say goodbye to his 
family, as his clone is prepared 
to take his place in order to 
spare his pregnant wife and 
young child the pain of griev-

ing him.
In addition to his double-duty 

acting responsibilities, Ali also 
serves as a producer for the film, 
written by Oscar-winning writer/
director Benjamin Cleary.

On Nov. 12, Ali and the cast 
and crew of Swan Song, which in-
cludes his Moonlight co-star Nao-
mi Harris and Glenn Close, cele-
brated the movie’s first screening 
at the American Film Institute’s AFI 
Fest in Los Angeles.

“It was an emotional day, 
for me, I gotta say,” Ali told Vari-
ety ahead of the screening. “It’s 
been a long time coming, but, 
in some ways, it went by very 
quickly. In a larger sense, I think 

I feel prepared for the moment 
as best I can. I could have done 
it a year or two earlier, but with 

a lesser film probably, so to get 
to do it with this film that just 
feels so rich and [have] the char-

acters and the supporting cast 
[be] phenomenal, I’m just really 
grateful.”
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureThe Reel
The Critics Choice Association will host 4th annual 
Celebration of Black Cinema & Television hosted 
by Emmy Award-winning actress Niecy Nash

Posted by Audrey J. Bernard

The Critics Choice Associ-
ation recently announced 
the final list of honorees 

for the annual Celebration of 
Black Cinema & Television, taking 
place on Monday, December 6, 
2021, at the Fairmont Century 
Plaza Hotel. The event, hosted 
by Emmy Award-winning actress 
and producer Niecy Nash (“Claws,” 
“When They See Us”), will include 
16 award categories as part of 
a star-studded night honoring 
standout achievements in Black 
filmmaking and television.

The Celebration of Black Cin-
ema & Television will honor the 
following: Award winning writer, 
director, producer, and film dis-

tributor Ava DuVernay will be 
receiving the first-ever Melvin 
Van Peebles Trailblazer Award. 
Her slate of current projects 
includes the narrative film ad-
aptation of the bestselling book 
“Caste” for Netflix, along with 
television projects “Colin in 
Black and White” and “Wings of 
Fire” for Netflix, “Home Sweet 
Home” for NBC, “Queen Sug-
ar” and “Cherish the Day”  for 
OWN, and “DMZ” and “One Per-
fect Shot” for HBO Max.

“We are truly honored to name 
our prestigious Trailblazer Award 
after Melvin Van Peebles,” said 
Shawn Edwards, CCA Board Mem-
ber and Executive Producer of the 
Celebration of Black Cinema & 
Television. “Van Peebles inspired a 
generation of filmmakers. He was 
a true maverick and a visionary cin-
ematic genius. We’re thrilled that 
Melvin’s son, Mario will be present-
ing the award to Ava DuVernay, as 
the first recipient of the Melvin Van 
Peebles Trailblazer Award.”

T w o - t i m e  A c a d e m y 
Award-nominated actor Wil l 
Smith will receive the Actor Award 
for Film for his role in “King Rich-
ard,” which follows the journey of 
Richard Williams, the father who 
was instrumental in raising two 
of the most extraordinarily gifted 

athletes of all time, Venus and 
Serena Williams.

Emmy and PGA Award-winning 
director and producer Antoine 
Fuqua will receive the Director 
Award for Film. Among his many 
credits, Fuqua is best known for 
directing “Training Day,” and most 
recently “The Guilty” starring Jake 
Gyllenhaal which can be seen on 
Netflix.

The cast of the Netflix film 
“The Harder They Fall,”  which 
includes Jonathan Majors, Id-
ris Elba, Zazie Beetz, Regina 
King, Delroy Lindo, LaKeith Stan-
field, Deon Cole, R.J. Cyler, Edi Ga-
thegi, and Danielle Deadwyler, will 
receive the Ensemble Award.

A c a d e m y  a n d  E m m y 
Award-nominated actress Ruth 
Negga will receive a Special Hon-
oree Award for her recent role in 
the critically acclaimed Netflix film 
“Passing,” the story of a Black wom-
an who finds her world upended 
when her life becomes intertwined 
with a former childhood friend 
who is passing as white.

G r a m my  Aw a rd - w i n n i n g 
and Tony Award-nominated ac-
tress Danielle Brooks will receive 
the Actress Award for Television for 
her role in the Lifetime movie “Rob-
in Roberts Presents: Mahalia” based 
on one of the most revered gospel 

singers in history, Mahalia Jackson. 
She is also well-known for her role 
in Netflix’s acclaimed series “Or-
ange is the New Black.”

César Award-winning French 
actor Omar Sy will receive the 
Actor Award for Television for his 
impressive work in Netflix’s “Lupin.” 
He also appeared in the critically 
acclaimed film “The Intouchables.”  

E m m y  n o m i n e e  R o b i n 
Thede  will receive the Show-
runner Award for HBO’s “A Black 
Lady Sketch Show.” She is also 
the creator, executive producer, 
writer and star of the eight-time 
Emmy-nominated variety sketch 
series. 

Toheeb Jimoh will receive the 
Breakthrough Award for his role 
on the Apple TV+ series “Ted Lasso” 
where he plays the young Nigerian 
footballer Sam Obisanya.

Emmy Award-nominated ac-
tor Kenan Thompson will receive 
a Special Honoree Award recog-
nizing his work on both NBC’s “Sat-
urday Night Live,” where he is the 
longest-serving cast member, and 
his eponymous comedy “Kenan.”

Tony Award winner Patina Mill-
er will receive a Special Honoree 
Award for her starring role in the 
Starz series “Power Book III: Raising 
Kanan,” the third installment in the 
“Power” universe that chronicles 

the early years of Kanan Stark, 
played by Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson.

Natasha Rothwell will receive a 
Special Honoree Award for her ac-
claimed role as Belinda Lindsey on 
HBO’s “The White Lotus.” She also 
serves as a writer, series regular 
and consulting producer on HBO’s 
“Insecure.”

Halle Berry will receive the Ca-
reer Achievement Award, Anthony 
Anderson will receive the Producer 
Award for Television, Jennifer 
Hudson will be honored with the 
Actress Award for Film, and Barry 
Jenkins will receive the Director 
Award for Television. 

About the Critics 
Choice Association 
(CCA)
The Critics Choice Association is 
the largest critics organization in 
the United States and Canada, rep-
resenting almost 500 media critics 
and entertainment journalists. It 
was established in 2019 with the 
formal merger of the Broadcast 
Film Critics Association and the 
Broadcast Television Journalists 
Association, recognizing the inter-
section between film, television, 
and streaming content. For more 
information, visit: www.Critic-
sChoice.com.

Celebration of Black Cinema & Television 2021 Honorees



Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a 

O
bs

er
ve

r 
• N

ov
em

be
r 

 1
8 

– 
N

ov
em

be
r 

 2
4,

 2
02

1 
  •

 P
hi

la
ob

se
rv

er
.c

om

14 On the Tube
The Root & HBO Max celebrate season 
2 premiere of hit series ‘South Side’

By Audrey J. Bernard

On Tuesday, November 10, 
2021, The Root and HBO 
M ax hosted a  pr ivate 

screening event to celebrate sea-
son 2 of the hit series “South Side” 
at the historic Dynasty Typewriter 
in Los Angeles. The celebration was 
attended by show creators

Dial lo  R iddle and Bashir 
Saluhuddin, as well as cast mem-
bers Chandra Russell, Will A. 
Miles, Kareme Young, Langston 
Kerman and Nefetari Spencer. 
Other celebrity guests who at-
tended the event were Estelle, 
Lil  Rel,  and Erika Alexander.  
 The evening began with a special 
DJ set by Diallo which created a 
lively atmosphere of pure delight 
for invitees. He played a mix of 
Chicago house music and hip hop, 
which had guests dancing in the 

aisles of the theater, followed by 
a hilarious standup act from actor 
and comedian, Langston Kerman 
that had guests rolling in their 
seats from laughter. The laughter 
did not stop there as Comedian 
Will A. Miles then performed his 
own humorous standup set.

Diallo and Bashir were joined 
by Vanessa K. De Luca, Editor -in-
Chief at The Root, who introduced 
the first two episodes of “South 
Side.” Then they were joined by 
Chandra for an exciting Q&A 
panel about the new season. They 
discussed the inspiration for the 
show and their characters. Bashir 
also shared a few anecdotes about 
the show being based on cast 
member Quincy Young’s real-life 
experiences working at Rent-A-
Center. He even mentioned most 
of the writers on the show con-
sisted of people from South Side 

Chicago. Towards the end of the 
night, the cast and writers gath-
ered on stage for a group photo, 
and the cast donned black satin 
bomber jackets with the gold 
“South Side” logo on the back. 
  “South Side” follows two friends, 
Simon and Kareme, who just grad-
uated from community college 
and are ready to take over the 
world. But until they do, they’re 
stuck working at Rent-T-Own. 
Shot on location in Chicago’s 
Englewood neighborhood, sea-
son two reintroduces the hilari-
ous exploits of these adventure 
capitalists, while authentically 
showcasing the vibrant city life 
and dynamic cast of charac-
ters of the titular neighborhood. 
 “South Side” season 2 returns 
Thursday, November 11th on HBO 
MAX. The first 3 episodes will de-
but on November 11th, with new 

episodes premiering every week. 
(Photo Credit: Getty Images/Ran-
dy Shropshire)

About G/O Media
G/O Media reaches more than 
a third of all Americans online 
each month with over 100 million 
unique visitors, including its ex-
tended network. This collection 
of digital-first brands serves a 
young, diverse audience with 
content that reflects their shared 
values and passions, including 
category-leading sites focused on 
tech and science (Gizmodo); pop 
culture and entertainment (The 
A.V. Club); sports news (Dead-
spin); car culture (Jalopnik); mod-
ern women’s interests (Jezeb-
el); gaming (Kotaku); lifestyle 
(Lifehacker); food and drink (The 
Takeout); African American news 
and culture (The Root); humor 

and satire news (The Onion); and 
e-commerce ( The Inventory). 

About HBO Max
HBO Max is WarnerMedia’s di-
rect-to-consumer streaming plat-
form, offering best in class quality 
entertainment. HBO Max features 
the greatest array of storytelling 
for all audiences from the iconic 
brands of HBO, Warner Bros., DC, 
Cartoon Network, Adult Swim, 
Turner Classic Movies and much 
more. The platform launched in 
the United States in May 2020 
and introduced a lower priced, 
advertising-supported tier in June 
2021.  HBO Max recently began 
its global rollout launching in 39 
markets across Latin America and 
the Caribbean, and HBO Max will 
enter Europe later this year and 
into next as it begins replacing the 
HBO-branded streaming services.

(L-R) Vanessa K. De Luca, Bashir Saluhuddin, Chandra Russell and Diallo Riddle 
on stage during the Q&A discussion at The Root & HBO MAX “South Side” 
private screening 

The cast and writers of the South Side series are all smiles on stage at The Root & HBO MAX South 
Side private screening 

Bashir Saluhuddin  Chandra Russell  Diallo Riddle Estelle  Langston Kerman  Lil Rel  Nefetari Spencer  Will A. Miles 
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 Backed by American Standard’s 

140 years of experience
 Ultra low entry for easy 

entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

ATTORNEY

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To Significant Cash Award. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. For 
Information Call 877-225-4813

AUCTIONS
NYS SURPLUS REAL PROPER-

TY PUBLIC AUCTION: 11/8/19, 
335 Nashopa Road, Mamakat-
ing, NY, 3,767sf colonial, 3.26acs, 
5BR, 3.5baths, fin-bsmt, MINBID 
$249,000; Open House: 11:00am-
1:00pm, 10/15,10/23,11/1; ogs.
ny.gov/NYSStore 518-474-2195

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For 

Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your 
donation is 100% tax deductible. 
Call (917) 336-1254

FINANCE
Denied Social Security Dis-

ability? Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed 
SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help! Win or Pay Nothing! Strong, 
recent work history needed. 866-

979-0096 [Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH
A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 

over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-
977-3677

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-866-569-7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-855-579-8907

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 

EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 888-657-9488.

MISCELLANEOUS

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-
AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home 
repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

TV INTERNET PHONE
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-

nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 1-888-
609-9405

Get DIREC T V! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional 
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO 
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-977-7198 
or visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/
press
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Sports
Andrew 
Rosario, 
Sports
Editor

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.

Is David ready for Goliath?
By Rich Mancuso

David Benavidez came home 
to Phoenix Saturday night 
and accomplished more than 

a homecoming win over Kyrone 
Davis. The former 168-pound cham-
pion made a statement with a 
commanding seventh-round TKO.

It is time for Benavidez to get 
his opportunity against Canelo 
Alvarez and challenge for the 
unified super middleweight titles. 
Davis, a late replacement because 
Jose Uzcategui failed a drug test, 
took a barrage of punches and his 
corner threw in the towel. So, this 
was a good victory for Benavidez in 
an attempt to oppose the unified 
champion Canelo Alvarez.

Yes, it is now time for the WBC 
and other sanctioning organi-
zations to sanction a fight that 
Benavidez deserves and it has to 
be against Canelo Alvarez.

How do they do it, when, 
where? All of that will transpire 
in the days and months ahead. 
Benavidez, though, rightfully de-
serves the opportunity and does 
not care where an eventual fight 
would take place. “Everybody 
wants to see me against Canelo, 
right,” Benavidez said last Saturday 
night. “They need to give me the 
opportunity. I’ll go through any-
body in front of me. Whoever they 

want me to go through.”
Benavidez mentioned Jermall 

Charlo, who has been calling out 
Alvarez. Last week, after Alvarez 
unified the 168-pound titles with a 
win over Caleb Plant, it was Charlo 
immediately making his pitch.

But all of this is not in the hands 
of Benavidez or Charlo. It’s in those 
hands of the WBC and various al-
phabet soup boxing organizations, 
who came to the table and allowed 
Alvarez to become the first unified 
168-pound champion in the four-
belt era.

Though, what matters is Be-
navidez and his team having to 
run through the usual politics of 
boxing. The fight with Davis was 
not a title eliminator and that 
changed when he became the new 
opponent for Benavidez.

Benavidez, 24-years old, said he 
has 15 more years to establish his 
time as an all-time great. Perhaps 
losing the title twice because of 
obstacles have prevented Benavi-
dez from standing alone in the 
division or vying for titles at other 
weights.

Then, not like now, putting 
mega fights together was not as 
difficult with two major promoters, 
Don King and Bob Arum in control. 
HBO was the main television net-
work and the alphabet sanctioned 
organizations were limited to the 

WBC and WBA. And years pro-
gressed as more of this alphabet 
soup joined the party including the 
IBF, WBO, to name a few. Though the 
unified and rare title opportunities 
are usually put on the table with the 
Mexico City based WBC.

You can understand why this 
is called boxing politics. David Be-
navidez, with the credentials and 
plowing through opponents in 
the super middleweight division, 
deserves this title opportunity and 
rights to meet Canelo Alvarez. “I 
know that I don’t have that one-
punch knockout power but I’m 
going to be ready to get you every 
single round.” Benavidez said after 
landing 181 of 382 pinches thrown 
at Davis. But that ability to throw 
and land body punches have been 
effective. “I have the most power 
in the division besides Canelo,” he 
said. “I have longer arms, as much 
as speed , possibly even better 
and as much power, too. I’m Just 
hungry for this opportunity.”

Hunger is one thing. But the 
power here will be punches from 
the Benavidez team as they will pe-
tition the WBC this week to make 
the fight. And for boxing and the 
super middleweight division, this is 
a fight that needs to happen.

Alvarez is looking at a ring re-
turn in May. That is perfect timing 
for the new boxing season and 

King at 168. I beg to differ with 
those that believe David Benavidez 
does not deserve the opportunity.

Rich Mancuso is Special Corre-
spondent to the New York Beacon. 

He is also Senior Correspondent 
with Latino Sports (www.latino-
sports.com) Rich Mancuso: Twit-
ter@Ring786–Facebook.com/Rich 
Mancuso
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