Philadelphia

Observer

50 Cents Speaking Truth to Justic PhiladelphiaObse

Vol. 28 * No. 45 November 11 — November 17, 2021

VOTING RIGHTS BILL
SHOT DOWN AGAIN BY
SENATE REPUBLIGANS

The John Lewis
Voting Rights
Advancement Act
aims to quash
voter suppression
and the repression
laws enacted in
GOP-led states like
Texas and Georgia.
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Border
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ravel across land borders from
TCanada and Mexico has been
largely restricted to workers
whose jobs are deemed essential
Communities on both sides of
the U.S.-Mexico border are pre-
paring for heavy traffic and long
waits at ports of entry on Monday
when the U.S. will reopen its land
borders to nonessential travel after
almost 20 months of COVID-19
restrictions.
Travel across land borders
from Canada and Mexico has been

crossings brace for
long lines when travel ban
lifts

largely restricted to workers whose
jobs are deemed essential. New
rules will allow fully vaccinated
foreign nationals to enter the U.S.
regardless of the reason.

U.S. officials urged travelers
to have their travel and vaccine
documents readily available for
border authorities to inspect in
anticipation of longer-than-usual
wait times at ports of entry.

Unvaccinated children will be
allowed to enter the U.S. if they are
traveling with a fully vaccinated
adult, according to a San Diego
Union Tribune report.

Who is to blame for
Astroworld deaths?

Philadelphiaobserver.com

t least eight people died at
Aa popular rapper’s music

festival in Texas on Friday
night from apparent overcrowding
in an event that also saw throngs
of fans break through barriers out-
side and trampling people in the
process, prompting speculation
and accusations about who was
responsible for safety. Nearly two
dozen others were hospitalized
amid reports of multiple people
suffering heart attacks. At least one
of the people being described as
victims was reportedly as young
as 10 years old.

Video footage and photos
emerging from rapper Travis
Scott’s Astroworld concert series in
Houston show graphic footage of
people passed out on the ground
while some were receiving CPR as

the show kept going on.

None of the victims were
immediately identified.

Social media accounts from
concertgoers were consistent
in their claims that there was
not enough security or medical
personnel or medical equipment
available as it became increasingly
clear that people were dying.

Exact details were scarce, but
local news outlet KHOU report-
ed that “the crowd began to rush
toward the stage around 9:15 p.m.
and people started passing out
because they couldn't breathe!”

People who claim to be in atten-
dance wereincreasingly posting their
own testimonials to social media
about their experiences. One person
who said he was in the front said he
also couldn’t breathe when he was
crushed but that he was pulled out
by people who noticed him.

The Congressional Black Caucus helps
Biden pass the Infrastructure Bill

Philadelphiaobserver.com

n Nov. 5, The Biden admin-
istration successfully passed
their long-awaited infra-
structure bill. The 78-year-old
president gushed about the big
victory after the $1.2 trillion piece
of legislation passed through the
House with a 228-206 vote.
“Finally, infrastructure
week,” Biden said during his cel-
ebratory speech. “I'm so happy
to say that: infrastructure week.”
The president continued, “The
American people have made clear
one overwhelming thing, | think,”

Biden continued. “I really mean it
— all the talk about the elections
and what do they mean? They
want us to deliver. Last night we
proved we can. On one big item,
we delivered”

Biden has the Congressional
Black Caucus to thank for the final
push. Black lawmakers negotiated
with House Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si to sign off on the bill to pour
trillions of dollars into damaged
roads, bridges, tunnels, and transit.
Initially, Democrats were steadfast
in their decision to pass the infra-
structure bill and the president
social welfare and climate change

proposal estimated at $1.85 tril-
lion. Still, the idea was shot down
by House officials. Black Caucus
members pushed for Pelosi to
pass the billimmediately and then
hold a vote for the larger climate
bill hopefully come mid-Novem-
ber, The New York Times noted.
“The C.B.C. wants to land the
planebecause the C.B.C.represents
communities that have the most to
gain,’said Representative Hakeem
Jeffries of New York, the Democrat-
ic Caucus chairman who aided in
the bill's passage. “It's no more
complicated than that”

Republicans update their race-coded
strategy to mobilize the Trump base

Philadelphiaobserver.com

he Virginia gubernatorial
Telection won by Republi-

can Glenn Youngkin, the for-
mer CEO of the private equity
firm The Carlyle Group, confirms
that Donald Trump’s presidency in-
augurated a new era of high-turn-
out elections.

He did so with a kind of ra-
cially coded appeal that Repub-
licans have used to forge their
winning coalition over the past
50 years but have updated for
the Trump era. The issue of the
teaching of “critical race theo-
ry” M a post-civil rights era legal
theory that racism is systemic in
American law and institutions
X in public schools provided an
ambiguous enough target to
mobilize the rural Trump base to
go to the polls while overlapping
theissue with other education-re-
lated anxieties for persuadable
suburban voters.

In Virginia, the critical race
theory issue did not focus on
the teaching of actual critical
race theory, which is almost ex-
clusively taught in universities
and law schools. Nor did it sole-

ly focus on clumsy anti-racist
teachings or the ideas that some
anti-racist consultants promote
that stem from critical race theory
concepts.

But the issue still helped Youn-
gkin turn out the base without
scaring off swing voters in the way
needed to win amid high turnout.

Finding anissue to do both was
needed to win amid high turn-
out. Every election since Trump
took office has seen increased

turnout from a more motivated
electorate. The 2017, the Virginia
gubernatorial race saw turnout
hit a record that was broken again
this year. The 2018 midterms also
saw record-high turnout, as did
the 2020 presidential race. Each
election appears to be building
onthe one that preceded it —and
any lingering doubts that Trump’s
effective absence from the political
scene would dampen turnout have
been quieted.
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#BlackburnTakeover’ continues
with Howard University officials
refusing to negotiate

By Barrington M. Salmon and
Trevon Patterson

he student takeover of How-
Tard University’s Armour J.

Blackburn Building is enter-
ing its fourth week with no end
in sight.

Currently, 150 students are
occupying Blackburn demanding
that President Wayne A. I. Freder-
ick, school administrators and the
Board of Trustees accede to four

demands. Yet so far, Frederick, the
HU Legal Counsel and Dr. Cynthia
Evers, Vice President of Student Af-
fairs, have opted to play hardball
by refusing to negotiate with the
protestors.

Student leaders who spoke
at an emergency student town-
hall meeting on Sunday night
described mold growing on the
walls and other parts of dorm
rooms, leaking water, an infesta-
tion of rats and roaches, a housing

_ ‘{# ‘- ; Tn‘

Howard University students, saying they are fed up with “uninhabit-
able living conditions’, are taking to the sidewalks in protest. PHOTO:
Trevon Patterson/Trice Edney News Wire

shortage that has left students
scrambling to find shelter, and
demands that Frederick and the
board reverse their recent deci-
sion to remove students, faculty
and alumni from the board.

“Three thousand students
moved into moldy dorms. What
type of university puts you in a
chokehold and says that's what
you get?” asked Channing Hill,
president of the HU NAACP. “It's
been 19 days of protests by 17, 18
and 19-year-olds.They are holding
the (threat) of expulsion over our
faces ... Howard was supposed
to protect us. Fredericks was
supposed to protect and nurture
me. The only thing protecting me
is the community. We need your
help and protection.”

Hill and others said students
have been braving the elements,
sleeping on concrete, dealing
with the rain, while others have
pitched tents.

“On October 4th, | took part in
a protest and marched around the
perimeter of the campus with my
fellow students, stating our griev-
ances with Administration,” said
HU junior Enoch Jones.“Before we
marched, we stood on the yard for
hours with a banner and encour-
aged observers to participate by
writing down any problems they
had with administration.”

Jones, a New Yorker majoring
in Television and Film with a The-
atre Art minor, said shortly after
the protest began that students
have a right to protest the abom-
inable conditions.

“Students have uninhabitable
living conditions, faculty members
have not been paid, students

Continued on page 4

Rep. Cori Bush slams Sen.
Manchin as‘anti-Black’ over
social spending bill

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Manchin’s “opposition to the Build
Back Better Act is anti-Black, an-
ti-child, anti-woman and anti-im-
migrant,’ Bush contended.

Missouri Rep. Cori Bush issued
a scathing assessment Monday of
Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin’s
opposition to President Joe Biden's
Build Back Better Act, which would
feature a $1.75 trillion spending
bill to cover social programs and
climate change.

“Joe Manchin does not get to
dictate the future of our country,’
Bush wrote in her statement.

“I do not trust his assessment

W .
of what our communities need
the most,” she continued. “I trust
the parents in my district who
can't get to their shift without
childcare. I trust the scientists who
have shown us what our future will
look like if we fail to meaningfully
address the climate crisis. | trust
the patients and doctors

Senate Republicans again shoot
down John Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA
Newswire

ouring salton wounded Dem-
Pocrats, Senate Republicans

on Wednesday, November 3,
again blocked the latest efforts to
pass the John Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act.

The bill aims to quash voter
suppression and the repression
laws enacted in GOP-led states like
Texas and Georgia.

Named after the late Congress-
man John Lewis, the Georgia Dem-
ocrat who spent his life fighting
for civil and equal rights, the bill
has overwhelming public support.

Because of the Jim Crow-in-
spired filibuster rule, Democrats
need the party’s 50 Senators and

atleast 10 Republicans to pass the
measure.

“I will be among those who
vote to begin debate on this
measure when we have this vote,”
Republican Sen. Lisa Markowski of
Alaska said.

“I will do so because | strongly

Continued on page 6

Police overhaul ballot measure fails in Minneapolis;
residents in other cities also explore reforms

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA
Newswire

oters in Minneapolis nar-
Vrowly defeated a ballot

measure to replace their
police department.

If passed, the measure would
have reformed how policing is
done in the city where George
Floyd was murdered in 2020.

Needing 51 percent of the
vote, Question 2 - as it was known
- failed by a 57 percent to 44
percent vote. An affirmative vote
would have created a Department
of Public Safety with violence in-
terrupters, social service workers,
and mental health professionals
accompanying law enforcement
on certain calls.

The mayor and the 13-person
city council would have oversight
of the department.

“I think the vote had more to
do with city council than it did
police reform,’said Michelle Gross,
the president of Citizens United
Against Police Brutality.

“Several city council members
were voted out [Tuesday], and
there wasn't much clarity on what
this would actually mean,” Gross

stated.

Al McFarlane, publisher of
Insight News, said voters turned
out in record numbers.

“This is still a response to the
murder of George Floyd,” McFar-
lane stated.

The most prominent supporter
of the measure were groups like
Yes 4 Minneapolis, a coalition of
more than 100 organizations and
businesses including the ACLU
of Minnesota, Take Action MN,
Showing Up For Racial Justice, and
Reclaim The Block.

Organizers for Yes 4 Minneap-
olis have said the overall goal is to
reduce police officers’role in calls
involving homeless individuals,
mental health issues, and sub-
stance abuse.

“This amendment would cre-
ate a Department of Public Safety
combining public safety functions
through a comprehensive public
health approach to be determined
by the Mayor and Council,” JaNaé
Bates, a spokeswoman for Yes 4
Minneapolis, wrote in a statement.

“The department would be led
by a commissioner nominated by
the mayor and appointed by the
Council. The Police Department,

and its chief, would be removed
from the City Charter. The Public
Safety Department could in-
clude police officers, but the
minimum funding requirement
would be eliminated”

Minnesota Democratic Rep.
[lhan Omar and Attorney General
Keith Ellison, who successfully
prosecuted Chauvin, expressed
support for the ballot measure.

However, Sen. Amy Klobuchar,
Gov. Tim Walz, and Minneapolis
Mayor Jacob Frey, all Democrats,
publicly opposed the measure.

“Do you want to let go of what
you know is not great, but you
know it? Or reach for something
that's uncertain because it's in
the future, and we haven't done
it yet? I'm saying: Let’s have some
hope that we can figure this out
together as a community. Let's
try something different,” Ellison
stated.

The Attorney General pointed
to police departments like New-
ark and Camden, New Jersey,
which achieved similar changes
to great success.

In his commentary, Ellison
noted how the police department
in Camden, where more than 90

percent of residents are Black or
Hispanic, was disbanded in 2013
and rebuilt despite opposition
from police unions and some
residents.

“Those communities have said,
‘You know what, let’s reform,”
Ellison told the network. “But the
thing about Newark is, Newark
did its changes under a federal
consent decree. So, I'm saying to
the people of Minneapolis, let's
not have the federal government
make us reform. Let’s just choose
it

The goal centered on making
long-term policies to reflect “our
values of safety, humanity, and
dignity, not individual personali-
ties or people,” Yes 4 Minneapolis
officials wrote in a fact sheet.

“By voting Yes, you are voting
for a funded, accountable, and
expanded Department of Public
Safety. This means police are
working with qualified profession-
als, like mental health responders
and social workers, to make all our
communities safer”’

Minneapolis wasn’t the only
city with police reform on the
ballot.

Voters in Austin, Texas rejected

Proposition A, a measure to estab-
lish minimum police staffing and
increased the number of police
officers on duty.

The measure required the city
to employ two officers per 1,000
residents.

In Cleveland, Ohio, 94 percent
of voters cast their ballot to im-
plement an amendment that will
create a civilian-led board and
Community Police Commission.

The commission will have the
final say on police policies and
discipline and require some of
the members of the board to be
lawyers who have had experience
representing victims of police
brutality.

In Albany, New York, residents
approved a measure to increase
the authority of a civilian-led com-
mittee to provide oversight of po-
lice investigations and complain
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Janet Jackson, Justin Timberlake's
infamous Super Bowl controversy
gets documentary treatment

Philadelphiaobserver.com

berlake’s 2004 Super Bowl

halftime controversy is getting
the documentary treatment from
FX and Hulu.

As Deadline reports, the doc
will be the latest installment in the
New York Times Presents series, en-
titled “Malfunction: The Dressing
Down of Janet Jackson.”

Directed by Jodi Gomes, the
documentary will premiere Nov.
19 and will “feature previously
unseen footage and interviews
with people involved with the pro-
duction of the infamous halftime
show,” Complex writes.

Meanwhile, we previously re-
ported that the stylist who worked
with Jackson for her infamous
2004 Super Bowl appearance has
revealed that it was Timberlake
who pushed for the“wardrobe mal-
function” that made international
headlines.

Wayne Scot Lukas, stylist to the
stars, told Page Six that Timberlake
wanted to outdo Britney Spears,

J anet Jackson and Justin Tim-

Madonna and Christina Aguilera,
who made jaws drop when they
kissed during their performance
at the MTV Video Music Awards.

Page Six writes, “Lukas told us
that the original concept was for
Jackson to be in a pearl G-string”
similar to the one worn by actress
Kim Cattrall in an episode of “Sex
and the City".

“Janet was going to be in a Ro-
cha dress, and [Justin] was going
to step on the back of her dress
to reveal her butt in this pearl
G-string,” Lukas told the outlet.
But “the outfit changed a couple
of days before, and you saw the
magic.”

Janet Jackson and Justin Timberlake’s Infamous Super Bowl Controversy
Getting Documentary Treatment - The New York Beacon

Pastor tackles gun-wielding
man during church service

Philadelphiaobserver.com

eing led away after Pastor
BEzekieI Ndikumana tackled

him, Dezire Baganda said all
churches and schools need to be
shot up. A 26-year-old man has
been charged with 15 counts of
felony aggravated assault after
pulling out a gun during church
services at a north Nashville
church.

The pastor of Nashville Light
Mission Pentecostal Church and
several parishioners tackled Dezire
Baganda, who was sitting in the
front row of the church on Sunday
afternoon.

According to a press release
from the Nashville Police Depart-
ment, Baganda approached the
altar where Pastor Ezekiel Ndiku-
mana and several members of the
congregation were praying.

“Baganda told everyone to get
up while he waved and pointed
the handgun at the congrega-
tion,” NPD officials wrote. The
pastor quickly tackled Baganda
before any shots were fired. Sev-
eral church members jumped in

Through an interpreter, Pastor
Ezekiel Ndikumana of Nashville
Light Mission Pentecostal Church
explains to local news how he
managed to tackle a parishioner
who pulled out a gun Sunday.
(Photo: Screenshot/WKRN)

toassistin disarming Baganda and
holding him to the ground until
officers arrived on scene

Being led away after Pastor
Ezekiel Ndikumana tackled him,
Dezire Baganda said all churches
and schools need to be shot up.

Roddy Ricch donates earnings from
Astroworld Festival to families of victims

Philadelphiaobserver.com

ne day after performing at
OAstroworId on Friday (No-

vember 5), Roddy Ricch an-
nounced in his Instagram stories
to donate proceeds he made from
his performance to the families of
the eight individuals who died at
the festival.

“Please have the families of
those who we lost yesterday
reach out,” Roddy wrote. “I'll be
donating my net compensation
to the families of this incident
#Pray4Houston.”

The move from the LA na-
tive arrives after hip-hop and the
Houston community deals with
the aftermath of an incident at As-
troworld which left eight people
dead and hundreds hospitalized
with injuries.

In a press conference Saturday,
Houston Fire Chief Sam Pefa said
the crowd started to rush toward
the stage around 9:15 p.m. CT,
about 15 to 20 minutes into Tra-
vis Scott’s headlining set. People

began passing out, inciting more
panic, at which point the Houston
Police Department declared a
mass casualty incident.

“The crowd for whatever rea-
son began to push and surge
towards the front of the stage,
which caused the people in the
front to be compressed - they
were unable to escape that situa-
tion," Pefa said.

Atafollow-up press conference
later in the afternoon, Houston
mayor Sylvester Turner revealed
the ages of the eight people who
lost their lives: a 14-year-old, a
16-year-old, two 21-year-olds,
two 23-year-olds, one 27-year-old,
and an unidentified male believed
to be in his 20s. The loss of life at
Astroworld Fest on Friday ranked
among the deadliest at a concert
in U.S. history.

Oklahoma man facing execution th|s month
recommended for clemency |

Philadelphiaobserver.com

*An Oklahoma man who is
scheduled to be executed on
Nov.18 was recommended for
clemency by the state Pardon and
Parole Board Monday.

We reported earlier, Julius
Jones was 19-years-old he was
convicted of a murder he says
he did not commit. As previously
shared in a petition by Rev. Cece
Jones-Davis (Julius Jones Coali-
tion), Jones, 41, is a Black man on
death row in Oklahoma for almost

20 years. He is held in solitary
confinement for 23 hoursaday.He
is allowed one hour of sunlight a
day, and three showers a week. Ev-
ery minute we wait to take action,
Julius is suffering. Every second
that goes by brings Julius closer
to being executed for a crime he
didn’t commit.

Jones is scheduled to be ex-
ecuted on Nov. 18, despite the
state’s parole board recommend-
ing that his sentence be com-
muted.

Yahoo writes, “Jones’ legal

team is now awaiting the decision
of Gov. Kevin Stitt after the Okla-
homa Pardon and Parole board
made their recommendation on
Sept. 13. (In a 3-1 vote, the board
ruled that Jones’ death sentence
should be commuted to life in
prison.)”

#BlackburnTakeover’ continues with Howard
University officials refusing to negotiate

From page 3

don't feel safe enough to leave
their dorms, amongst countless
other issues,” Jones said. "It is now
October 19th, and we have been
at Blackburn for over a week due
to demands not being met. The
response from the general public
as well as the community has
been so loving and supportive. It
is honestly a shame that we are
still waiting for action however, if
not now then when? We are the
revolution.”

Both Frederick and Evers have
published public letters demand-
ing that the students end their
protest action.

“The occupation of the Black-
burn center must end,” he wrote
in an Oct 26 letter.“There may be
areas where we agree to disagree.
That's the nature of a vibrant
community. However, Howard
University’s proud tradition of stu-
dent protest has never been -and
can never be - invoked as a justi-
fication for tactics that harm our
students. The current occupation
of the Armour J. Blackburn Center
is a departure from past norms.”

Attorney Donald Temple,
who is representing the students
pro-bono, said he and students
leaders have had several fruitless
meetings with university admin-
istrations, with Evers demanding
that all protestors leave Blackburn
before administrators will even

consider negotiations. On top of
that, Temple and students say,
both Evers and Frederick have
threatened to expel or otherwise
punish those involved in the
protest.

“There are things you don't
know that I've seen,” Temple told
members of Howard Alumni Unit-
ed on Monday night. “At our sec-
ond meeting with the lawyer and
Dr. Evers, they told the students
there wouldn't be negotiations.
Afterwards, one of the student
leaders cried for 30 minutes. This
morning | was talking to another
student and she was so frustrated
and courageous. While we were
talking, she said, ‘That will be
$5.50! She is working a job at a
coffee shop.”

“This movement is led by all
young women who are 17, 18, 19,
20 years old. The PR person is 20.
They are carrying these increas-
ing loads, dealing with 50- and
60-years-old with triple degrees.
One young woman said, I'm not
fighting for me or the students here
but students coming and those
after that”

One of the leaders, Aniyah
Vines, a senior political science/
criminology double major and
also the founder of @_thelive-
movement, said students didn’t
take this action lightly.

“This is not a big sleepover or
us being rebellious,” she said.

Vines said she and her col-

leagues want Frederick and ad-
ministrators to be held account-
able and responsible for what
was an avoidable situation; is
demanding that officials develop
a housing plan; and is also de-
manding a “legal, academic and
disciplinary amnesty.”

She said,“This could have end-
ed long ago but we haven't gotten
anything. We've been asking to
meet with the people who govern
this university. We have a right to
protest. We will be staying here.
We will not leave ... We will not
fold, we will not bend until we get
what we want!”

Fear of retaliation is what
prompted the protestors to call
Sunday’s emergency townhall
meeting and ask for support
against the threats and possible
retaliation from university admin-
istrators. A number of groups and
individuals have stepped up so
far. Those include the Capstone
Group; several HU alumni groups;
students from Atlanta, including
Morehouse. Clarke-Atlanta Uni-
versity and Spelman University;
poet Sonia Sanchez; and the Revs.
William J. Barber, Il and the Rev.
Jesse Jackson.

“This was a very necessary
protest,”Rev. Jackson said during
the Sunday Zoom meeting. “I
talked to Frederick last week
after many calls and told them

Continued on page 6
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Lessons for Democrats in Virginia defeat:
Give voters something to vote for

By Ben Jealous

major defeat for the Demo-

cratic Party. It could signal a
much bigger disaster in 2022 if
Democratic officials do not learn
the right lessons and do not deliver
on the promises they have made
to voters.

Every election is complicated.
There is no single explanation
for Republican Glenn Youngkin'’s
upset victory. But there are plenty
of warning signs.

Going into the election, it was
clear that there was an enthusiasm
gap. In other words, Youngkin’s
Republican supporters were more

Election Day in Virginia was a

excited about voting than former
Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s Democratic
backers. One big reason was the
feeling that Democrats pulled out
all the stops last year to elect Presi-
dent Joe Biden and give Democrats
majority control in Congress—but
that hasn't led to passage of a jobs
and infrastructure bill or voting
rights protections.

Infact, the day after the Virginia
election, Republican senators used
filibuster rules to block debate on
a voting rights bill for the fourth
time this year. At the same time,
Republican state legislators are
putting more voting restrictions
in place and creating more corrupt
partisan redistricting plans that
will give them far more power than
they have earned—often at the
expense of Black voters.

That's why religious and civil
rights leaders have been getting
arrested at the White House in
growing numbers while demand-
ing that President Biden do more
to lead Senate Democrats in dis-
mantling the Republican blockade
on voting rights and democracy
protection legislation.

But that hasn't happened yet.
That failure to get things done
helps explain why Democratic
voters in Virginia were less fired

up about the election than Re-
publicans.

There were other things at
work. McAuliffe made a clumsy
statement about parental involve-
ment in education that Youn-
gkin's campaign and supporters
exploited in dishonest ways. That
was cynical, and some might say,
typical, campaign politics. It prob-
ably helped Youngkin win more
suburban and urban votes.

And that points to another
warning sign. Youngkin was ap-
parently able to drive a lot of
independents and white women
into his camp by embracing what
is a national right-wing political
strategy: to inflame fear and anger
among parents over the supposed
threat of “critical race theory.” Criti-
cal race theory is an academic field
that examines the existence and
impact of structural racism.

Right-wing groups and politi-
cians have turned itinto a political
weapon by claiming that school
boards and teachers are part of a
Marxist plot to destroy America by
making white kids feel guilty about
American history and current
inequality. Youngkin, who talked
about “unity” on the campaign
trail, ran with this divisive strate-
gy, promising to ban “critical race

theory” from Virginia’s schools “on
day one’

Youngkin's success points to
multiple dangers ahead.

For Virginians, his victory and
Republicans'takeover of the House
of Delegates means that advances
in voting rights, access to health
care, and common-sense gun
regulation that were made under
Democratic leadership in recent
years are threatened with reversal.
Youngkin told activists that once
he was elected he could go “on of-
fense”against reproductive choice.

And for the rest of us, the
outcome in Virginia means that
Youngkin’s playbook will be used
by more politicians to bring us
far-right politics disguised with a
cheery smile and rhetoric about
protecting children—a strategy
that has long been used to smear
the LGBTQ community and is
now being turned against honest
teaching about the racism in our
past and present.

If too many voters fall for that—
or too many of us stay away out of
frustration over the lack of prog-
ress—we will give more power
to the same politicians who are
devising new ways to keep Black
people away from the ballot box
and leave us underrepresented in

the halls of power.

We can't let the 2022 elec-
tions be dominated by bogus
culture war issues drummed up
by right-wing politicians. They
must be about making economic
opportunity, health care, and
quality education available to all
Americans, no matter their color
or where they live. They must be
about protecting our democracy
and right to vote.

The Virginia campaign showed
us that campaigning against the
lingering threat of Donald Trump
is not enough to win an election in
which he’s not on the ballot. Failing
to make the case that electing
Democrats will make people’s lives
better will leave the door open for
next year's campaigns to become
about something else.

Ben Jealous serves as president
of People For the American Way.
Jealous has decades of experi-
ence as a leader, coalition builder,
campaigner for social justice and
seasoned nonprofit executive.
In 2008, he was chosen as the
youngest-ever president and CEO
of the NAACP. He is a graduate of
Columbia University and Oxford,
where he was a Rhodes Scholar,
and he has taught at Princeton
and the University of Pennsylvania.

#BlackburnTakeover’
continues with Howard
University officials refusing

to negotiate

From page 4

to negotiate. This must be a na-
tional issue of education for our
youth. It's taken off like wildfire
in schools across the country ...
you can't lawyer your way out of
this. It's a moral issue.”

Jackson praised the protestors
for their deportment and resolve.

“They are disciplined, focused
and level-headed students,” he
added. “I have been in some of
America’s best jails. | stand by you.
We're going to fight this thing
until we win”

HU grad April R. Silver, one
of the leaders of the student
takeover of Howard’s A Building
in 1989 to demand the removal
of Lee Atwater from the Board of
Trustees, said itisincumbent upon
those who love Howard University
to gather around and protect the
Baby Bisons.

“Sonia Sanchez gave us the
language on how to push back,
she told the several hundred
members of Howard Alumni Unit-
ed.“We're airing our dirty laundry
because we love this institution.
It's absolutely unprecedented.
We've never had students, alumni,
faculty and parents come togeth-

er to wrap ourselves around our
Baby Bison.”

She said it’s clear that things
have not changed. While it is
inexcusable, absurd and obscene
that Frederick hasn't met with the
students yet, she said she and her
colleagues need to acknowledge
that the president and the board
chairare Howard alumniwho also
love their school.

At Silver’s invitation, Newark
Mayor Ras Baraka interrupted a
meeting he was attending and
joined the Zoom call to offer his
support.

“You can't miss what’s going
on down there,” he said.”... I'm
just appalled at everything that’s
happening. It's sad,” said Baraka,
son of legendary poet Amiri
Baraka and one of the leaders of
the 1989 takeover. “The univer-
sity didn’t think it was wise and
prudent to resolve the issue and
put this behind us ... It’s scary
that someone is as out of touch
as (former HU President James
E.) Cheeks. It's important for
alumni to stick together. Students
have support. This needs to be
resolved. It's not the right time
for the administration to not be
acting serious.”

Senate Republicans again shoot down John
Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act

From page 3

support and | believe that Con-
gress should enact a bipartisan,
re-authorization of the Voting
Rights Act”

But her GOP colleagues differ.

“This is a Trojan horse to carry
a lot of other provisions that the
Democrats had wanted to enact
through the earlier voting rights
bill that we've already considered
and rejected,” Senate Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ken-
tucky) stated.

“Clearly they want to change
the subject away from how the
American people feel about this
administration, about the reck-
less tax and spending bill onto a
non-existent problem with this

marching out of the John Lewis
voting rights act,” McConnell re-
lated, failing to acknowledge that
Democrats had attempted to pass
the voting rights act since before
President Joe Biden won the 2020
election over Donald Trump.

The measure’s defeat came as
Democrats attempted to regroup
after the party’s catastrophic loss
in the Virginia gubernatorial race.

Upstart Glenn Youngkin
trounced Democratic incumbent
Terry McAuliffe in that race. Also,
in New Jersey, Democratic Gov.
Phil Murphy continues to hope
he holds onto his razor-thin lead
against Republican Jack Ciattarelli.

As of 3 p.m. Wednesday, Mur-
phy held a 49.9 percent to 49.3
percent lead, with 86 percent of

the vote counted.

Unless Democratic Sens. Joe
Manchin of West Virginia and Krys-
ten Sinema of Arizona soften their
stand against altering or ridding
the filibuster rule, there's virtually
no chance any bill would pass that
aims to curb voter suppression.

Democratic Sen. Patrick Leahy
of Vermont introduced the latest
Senate version of the legislation.
In addition, Sen. Leahy, Sens. Man-
chin, Murkowski, and Dick Durbin
of lllinois released a compromise
version of the John Lewis Voting
Rights bill that appeared to gain
momentum in the chamber.

However, after the GOP’s Elec-
tion Night victories, Republicans
have little appetite to go through
with the bill.
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Democrats’ failure at the Federal level

causes catastrophiclo

elsewhere

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA
Newswire

E lection night proved as much

an indictment on current

Democratic leadership and
the party’s inability to pass mean-
ingful legislation.

It also was a show of strength
by Republicans as they continue
to unite after former President
Donald Trump's resounding loss
in the 2020 election cycle.

In a state that President Joe
Biden won by ten percentage
points one year ago, the incum-
bent Democratic Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe not only lost to Republican
Glenn Youngkin, but the race
proved close to a landslide.

Youngkin and other Virginia
politicians mostly kept Trump
away from campaign events, even
refusing to appear with the former
president.

Likewise, while Trump en-
dorsed Youngkin, he rarely men-
tioned the former president
even if he embraced many of his
policies that have led to other
GOP governors crafting or push-
ing repressive voting and human
rights laws.

On the other hand, McAuliffe
did bring in former President
Barack Obama and attempted to
use Trump’s endorsement of his
opponent as a reason for voters to
go against the Republican.

“All of these attempts to pin-
point the answer ignore the myr-
iad ways that demographics,
turnout, geography, candidate
appeals, and policy mix together,”
opinion columnist Hayes Brown
wrote for MSNBC.

Critical race theory proved a
sticking point as well.

“Republicans don't need to let
up, they need to double down,”
South Carolina Politician Graham
Allen wrote on Twitter. “Don’t

mess with our kids,"he demanded.

Sirius XM radio personality
Tim Young agreed. “The lesson of
this election [is] don’t [mess] with
people’s kids,” Young exclaimed.

Youngkin spotlighted educa-
tion during his campaign after
McAuliffe weighed in with his
thought that parents should
not tell educators what to teach
children.

Conservatives seized upon
that, claiming that McAuliffe
pushed critical race theory.

In New Jersey, Incumbent
Democratic Gov. Phil Murphy
awakened Wednesday morning in
a virtual tie with upstart Republi-
can Jack Ciattarelli. With about 98
percent of the votes in, Murphy
held less than a percentage point
lead.

Perhaps reading the tea leaves
from around the nation, Murphy
sounded a conciliatory tone.

“We're sorry tonight couldn’t
yet be the celebration we wanted
it to be,” Murphy told his support-
ers who, like many across the
nation, expected the Democrat
to have an easy win.

Summoning his inner Trump,
Youngkin declared that Virginia
would become “great again.”

“This is the spirit of Virginia

sses in Virginia,

coming together like never be-
fore,” declared Youngkin, the re-
tired former CEO of the DC-based
Carlyle Group.

“We will not be a common-
wealth of low expectations,"Youn-
gkin continued. “We'll be a com-
monwealth of high expectations.”’

Political watchers said the
GOP’s landmark retaking of Vir-
ginia resulted from a massive
conservative turnout, the failure of
Democrats in Washington to keep
campaign promises of old, and the
dog-whistle of critical race theory
creating an anti-white bias in the
school curriculum.

“Democrats had one year,
beginning with the 2020 election,
and plateauing with the January
2021 Georgia runoff and the
insurrection, to get their [stuff]
together, and they failed,” Amie
Townsend, a Maryland poll watch-
er, declared.

“President Biden, Sen. Joe
Manchin, Sen. Kyrsten Sinema,
and so many top-level Democrats
failed their voters, failed America.
We can't live on promises. Even
though so many Republicans rep-
resent the worst of this country,
the worst in politics, they deliver
on their evils. Bottom line: people
want results.”’

Kyle Rittenhouse could
take the stand in his own
defense, but what would
that mean for the trial

Philadelphiaobserver.com

he Kyle Rittenhouse murder
Ttrial continues this week as

testimony from witnesses
resume.

The only protestor to survive
the Rittenhouse shooting will take
the stand this week with testimony
that could play a crucial role in
the trial.

Last week Rittenhouse’s law-
yer Mark Richards said the young
teenager could take the stand in
his defense, allowing the 18-year-
old some say into his mindset
during the night of the deadly
shootings.

But some experts warn that
this move would be a mistake by
the defense. It leaves Rittenhouse
open fora comprehensive cross-ex-
amination by prosecutors into
his past actions and statements,
which could be detrimental to
Rittenhouse’s chances of acquittal.

If he takes the stand, he'd have
to admit to killing two people.
Even though it's a self-defense
claim, it could make him look bad
toajury.

During the highly publi-
cized George Zimmerman trial
for the murder of Trayvon Martin,
Zimmerman'’s lawyers decided to
not allow him to take the stand.
Zimmerman was eventually ac-
quitted leaving many to believe
the decision to keep him off the
stand contributed to his ‘Not
Guilty’ verdict.

Kyle Rittenhouse and George
Zimmerman have a lot of similar-
ities. Both men were propelled to
hero status by conservatives after
their shootings arrests and both
men plead “Not Guilty” claiming
self-defense as their reason for
taking lives. Both trials will also
test the boundaries of and rights
of citizens when it pertains to
self-defense.
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By Audrey J. Bernard

etflix hosted a preeminent
N premiere for the upcoming
Limited Series: “Colin in
Black and White" at the trendy
Whitby Hotel on Thursday, Octo-
ber 26,2021, in New York City. The
star-studded special screening
was attended by many members
of the cast and crew along with
invitational only VIPs. At the post
party attendees opined that
they were inspired by the fierce
performances with special men-
tion to Jaden Michael who plays
a young Kaepernick. If you like
making a bet on a winning film,
“Colinin Black and White" delivers
a touchdown!
“I'm excited to share this first
peek into a project | co-created

DJ Clark Kent, Keisha Franklin

On the scene
Ava DuVernay’s ‘Colin in Black and White'is spellbinding

with the incomparable Ava DuVer-
nay over the past couple of years,’
Kaepernick said in a statement. “|
look forward to the world meeting
the incredible Jaden Michael, a
young actor who plays me during
my high school years, just a kid
growing up in Turlock, California
who wanted to play ball”

He further expressed: “This
story is deeply personal to me and
inspired by real events in my life...l
hope that it honors the courage
and bravery of young people ev-
erywhere by encouraging them
to live life with authenticity and
purpose.”

In addition to his movie debut,
the former San Francisco 49ers
quarterback football star’s books
will hit the stands in 2022. His first
book, “I Color Myself Different," is

Ava DuVernay, Korey Wise

CL)

Jaden Michael, Colin Kaepernick, Ava
DuVernay

Ebro Darden, Mia Bell

scheduled for April 2022. “I'm ex-
cited for Kaepernick Publishing to
be collaborating with Scholastic on
books with Black and Brown voices
at the forefront,” he said. “I hope
that our books will inspire readers
to walk through the world with
confidence, strength, and truth in
all they do”

SYNOPSIS: From co-creators
Ava DuVernay and Colin Kaeper-
nick comes Colin in Black & White,
a bold new limited series that
chronicles Kaepernick’s coming of
age story, tackling the obstacles of
race, class and culture as the Black
adopted child of a white family.
Colin in Black & White stars Jaden
Michael as Young Colin before
reaching the highest levels of
American football as an NFL quar-
terback and becoming a cultural

Imaan Hammam

icon and activist; Nick Offerman
and Mary-Louise Parker as his
well-meaning parents Rick and Te-
resa; and Colin Kaepernick himself,
who appears as the present-day
narrator of his own story, guiding
viewers through a robust and col-
orfully presented array of historical
and contemporary contextual mo-
ments. You don't know Kaepernick
until you know Colin.

EPISODES: Directors: Ava Du-
Vernay (Episode 101 and all Of
the present-day Colin Kaepernick
scenes), Sheldon Candis (Episode
102), Robert Townsend (Episodes
103 and 104), Angel Kristi Williams
(Episode 105), Kenny Leon (Epi-
sode 106).

CREDITS: Colin Kaepernick nar-
rates this drama series recounting
his formative years navigating

Joey Bada$$, Colin Kaemick

J. Cole, Colin Kaepernick

Audrey J. Bernard

race, class and culture while
aspiring for greatness. Executive
Producers: Ava DuVernay, Colin
Kaepernick, Michael Starrbury.
Directors: Ava DuVernay, Robert
Townsend, Sheldon Candis, Angel
KristiWilliams. Writers: Michael
Starrbury, Evan Ball, Teri Schaffer,
Raynelle Swilling, Josiah John-
son. Cinematographer Matthew
J. Lloyd. Production Designer
Scott Dougan. Costume Desgner
Dominique Dawson. Editors: Nich-
olas Monsour, Jessica Hernandez.
Composer Kris Bowers.

CAST: Jaden Michael, Mary-Lou-
ise Parker, Nick Offerman, Colin
Kaepernick, Amarr M. Wooten,
Mace Coronel, Klarke Pipkin and
Xosha Roquemore. (Photos by
Arturo Holmes/Getty Images for
Netflix)

Jaden Michael, Colin Kaepernick



By Audrey J. Bernard

he Walt Disney Co. soared to
Tthe top of the domestic box

office with the premiere of its
Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU)
epic “Eternals,” which opened
to $71 million and grossed over
$161 million worldwide. The im-
mortal heroes rocked the red
carpet at the premiere attended by
Academy Award winning director
Chloé Zhao along with mega stars
Angelina Jolie, Salma Hayek and
Gemma Chan on Monday, October
18, 2021, at the Dolby Theatre in
Los Angeles, Calif. The film was
released in theaters on Friday,
November 5, 2021.

Brian Tyree Henry, whose su-
perhero character was historic in
more ways than one, made history.
Not only is he the first Black su-
perhero in Marvel's history but as
the Super Hero Phastos, he is the
first openly-gay hero in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe in which he
raises a son with his husband who
he kisses on screen. MCU went all
in on this one.

During a virtual press junket
in October, Henry recalls when he

On the scene

Director Chloé Zhao hand-picks Brian Tyree Henry
to play first Black Super Hero in Marvel’s history

was first approached by “Eternals”
director Chloé Zhao and producer
Nate Moore. “l remember the first
time that they were like, “So... we
want you to be a superhero! | was
like, ‘Cool. How much weight do |
have to lose?” Henry said.

“Chloé was like, "What are you
talking about? We want you ex-
actly asyou are,”Henry continued,
adding how much that moment
meant to him."“To be a Black man,
to have someone look at you and
say, 'We want you exactly the way
you are, is unlike anything that I've
ever felt”

“This is what families look like.
This is what they are,” Henry said
during the press conference. “If
not, this is what they should be... |
think that that's what ‘Eternals'really
brings to the surface is that thisis a
family. This is who we are”

Henry also shared a precious
childhood memory and what it is
like to see it come full circle.

“It just triggered me to being
an 11-year-old kid who's watching
these superpower movies, Super
Hero movies, and not ever seeing
anyone like mereflected,’said Hen-
ry, adding that he'd have posters

“Eternals” cast & crew rock the red carpet at premiere (L-R) Stars Angelina Jolie, Gemma Chan, Salma
Hayek, Brian Tyree Henry, Don Lee, Richard Madden, Lia McHugh, Kumail Nanjiani, Lauren Ridloff, and Kit
Harington joined director/screenwriter Chloé Zhao, producers Kevin Feige and Nate Moore, executive pro-
ducers Louis D'Esposito and Victoria Alonso, and screenwriters Ryan Firpo, Kaz Firpo and Patrick Burleigh
on the red carpet for Marvel Studios’ “Eternals.” (Photo by Getty Images)

in his locker growing up with the
hope that“one day there would be
somebody representing me and
the way that | am.”

SYNOPSIS: Marvel Studios'
“Eternals” features an exciting
new team of Super Heroes in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe, an-
cient aliens who have been living
on Earth in secret for thousands
of years. Following the events
of Avengers: Endgame, an unex-

pected tragedy forces them out
of the shadows to reunite against
mankind's most ancient enemy,
the Deviants.

CAST: Gemma Chan, Richard
Madden, Kumail Nanjiani, Lia
McHugh, BrianTyree Henry, Lauren
Ridloff, Barry Keoghan, Don Lee,
Harish Patel, Kit Harington, Salma
Hayek, Angelina Jolie

ASSETS: Based on Eternals by
Jack Kirby, Marvel’s “Eternals” is

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM MEDICARE

Directed by Chloé Zhao. Cinema-
tography by Ben Davis. Edited by
Craig Wood, Dylan Tichenor. Music
by Ramin Diawadi. Production
company Marvel Studios. Distrib-
uted by Walt Disney Studios Mo-
tion Pictures. Screenplay by Chloé
Zhao, Patrick Burleigh, Ryan Firpo,
Kaz Firpo. Story by Ryan Firpo, Kaz
Firpo. Produced by Kevin Feige,
Nate Moore. (Photos courtesy
Getty Images for Disney)

MEDICARE PLANS CHANGE EVERY YEAR.

MEDICARE OPEN ENROLLMENT | OCT. 15-DEC.7
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Use Medicare.gov to
find plans and to more
easily compare:

Need help with
Medicare costs?

If your 2021 income is below
$18,000 you may qualify for
help with Medicare costs.

To find out about Medicare
Savings Programs that could be
available for you, call Medical
Assistance - Department of
Human Services at
1-800-692-7462.

- Part D prescription plans
for cost, coverage, and
convenience.

- Medicare Advantage
plans for changes in
network providers,
co-pays, and more.

Find plans at Medicare.gov or call

1-800-MEDICARE(TTY 1-877-486-2048).

Medicare.gov ‘ Paid for by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 'S/@
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International

Oil tanker explodes in Sierra
Leone, killing at least 92

Newyorkbeacon.com

n oil tanker exploded near
ASierra Leone’s capital, kill-

ing at least 92 people and
severely injuring dozens of others
after large crowds gathered to
collect leaking fuel, officials and
witnesses said Saturday.

The explosion took place late
Friday after a bus struck the tanker
in Wellington, a suburb just to the
east of Freetown.

The mortuary at Connaught
Hospital reported 92 bodies
had been brought in by Satur-
day morning. About 30 severely
burned victims were not expected

to survive, according to Foday
Musa, a staff member in the inten-
sive care unit.

Injured people whose clothes
had burned off in the fire that
followed the explosion lay naked
on stretchers as nurses attended
to them Saturday. Hundreds of
people milled outside the main
gates of the mortuary and near the
hospital’s main entrance, waiting
for word of their loved ones.

It was not immediately known
how many people were undergo-
ing treatment for burns because
patients were taken to hospitals
and clinics across the metropoli-
tan area.

In this image made from video, people walk by burning debris follow-
ing the explosion of an oil tanker in the Wellington suburb of Sierra
Leone’s capital Freetown Friday Nov. 5, 2021. (AP Photo)
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Black voters stray from ANC in
recent national polls over jobs,
water and corruption

(GIN) -

he party that governed
TSouth Africa since the end

of apartheid appears to have
lost its grip on Black voters who
turned away from the party of
Nelson Mandela this month in
large numbers.

For the first time in the coun-
try’s post-apartheid democracy,
the African National Congress
received only 46% of votes-less
than half of the national vote
and an 11% drop from the last
election-in polls for mayors and
councilors.

Although the turnout ended
up being slightly better than ini-
tially feared, at 12.3 million voters,
it amounts to fewer than half of
those registered.

News media around the world
pounced on the famed party most
recently headed by President Cyril
Ramaphosa with such headlines
as: "ANC suffers worst electoral
performance”, and ANC Suffers
Worst Election Setback Since End
of Apartheid.”

The disappointing turnout was
blamed in economic stagnation,

record unemployment and the
aftermath of civil unrest.

But contributing factors in-
cluded rampant corruption and a
rot in state institutions.

“The grassroots collapse of
services such as water and power
in ANC-run municipalities lies
behind voter frustration with
Ramaphosa,”wrote Johannesburg
reporter Joseph Cotterill. The
popular leader struggled to over-
comeinfighting in the party which
exploded into the country’s worst
post-apartheid unrest in July after
former president Jacob Zuma was
jailed for defying a court order to
attend a judicial inquiry.

The party lost outright control
of Johannesburg and will main-
tain control of only two of the
country eight big cities.

“We're not a loser here,” insist-
ed Jessie Duarte, the party’s dep-
uty secretary general, at a news
briefing on the floor of the results
center in Pretoria. “As far as we're
concerned, we are the winning
party on that board.”

But Ms. Duarte acknowledged
that voters had sent a message.

“The electorate has spoken,”

she said.”The low voter turnout,
especially in traditional ANC
strongholds, communicates a
clear message-the people are
disappointed in the ANC with
the slow progress in fixing local
government, in ensuring quality
and consistent basic services
and tackling corruption and
greed.”

Power will now devolve among
newly energized parties, such as
the Inkatha Freedom Party which
used its history of Zulu national-
ism to win nearly a quarter of the
vote in the largely rural province.

The Freedom Front Plus, a
historically Afrikaner nationalist
party that repositioned itself as a
bulwark for all minorities against
the AN.C, increased its support
across the country,

The Economic Freedom
Fighters of Julius Malema, which
presents itself as the “govern-
ment-in-waiting’, ended up with
about 10.42%, a small but respect-
able development from 2016’s
8.19%.

Other parties picking up seats
include the Patriotic Alliance, One
South Africa, and ActionSA.

At massive government pro-war rally in Addis one lone voice for peace

(GIN) -

t a large pro-war rally held
Arecently in Meskel Square

in the heart of the capital
city, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’s Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed, surrounded
by thousands of his supporters,
made clear that the battle against
Tigrayan rebel fighters would con-
tinue unabated, despite mounting
fatalities and famine.

Residents of the capital were
told to arm themselves to repel
the rebel forces if they managed
to reach the city. To some analysts,
this suggested that Abiy’s own
Ethiopian National Defense Force
(ENDF) was not up to the challenge
of defending the capital.

The government has declared
a six-month state of emergency
while federal armed forces have
appealed to retired soldiers and
veterans to rejoin the military, set-
ting a Nov. 24 deadline to register.

On a similar track, Tigrayan
commander General Tsadkan
Gebretensae suggested that his
forces would no longer agree to a
mediated settlement.

Entreaties by the international
community to settle differences
by negotiations and animmediate
ceasefire have been fruitless.

But at the Addis rally, an unex-
pected intervention by popular
artist Tariku Gankisi momentarily
silenced the angry calls for war. The
popular Gankisi, known for his rap

song Dishta Gina, called for peace
and love at a time of incredible
challenges.

His latest hit single speaks
out against ethnic division and
violence with lyrics that roughly
translate to “Why fight one an-
other when we come to this earth
empty handed and leave empty
handed...”and“"Who said thereisa
superior tribe or ethnic group...we
all come from the same ancestors!”

“l didn’t come to sing ... I've
nothing to sing about ... let us
not send more of our youths to
war... enough, enough with the
guns. We need peace!” he told a
surprised crowd.

“As someone who cares about
Ethiopia, | love all Ethiopians across

all corners of Ethiopia,”he said later
in a tweet, "& trying to dismantle
this great nation is unacceptable!”

“Enough with the gun, it's not
a solution. May God bless the
motherland!”

Awet Weldemichael, a Horn of
Africa security expert and history
professor at Queen’s University,
Ontario, has predicted that the
conflict will not end anytime soon.
“The current skirmishes have been
portrayed as a law enforcement
operation that would last a few
weeks,"he said.” A year later, we've
since seen it degenerate into a bru-
tal war to crush and erode Tigray,
and where talk of the elimination
of entire ethnic groups has been
normalized”

U.S. Special Envoy for the Horn
of Africa Jeffrey Feltman also ex-
pressed concern that a long war
would be disastrous for Ethiopia
and he urged all parties to “give
peace a chance!"The United States’
top priority is the “unity and in-
tegrity of the Ethiopian state’, he
said, and its “commitment to the
Ethiopian people.”

Amidst the social media
firestorm of commentaries, one
Negus Kaleb on Twitter wrote:
“Singer Tariku is my hero. In Abiy
Ahmed’s nation of fear, he power-
fully spoke truth direct to power.
Literally, Tariku means “Historic”.
He is my nominee for next year’s
Nobel Peace Prize. w/pix of T.
Gankisi



Pfizer says COVID-19 pill cut
hospital, death risk by 90%

Newyorkbeacon.com

fizer to ask the FDA, interna-
Ptional regulators for authori-
zation of use

Pfizer Inc. said Friday that its
experimental antiviral pill for
COVID-19 cut rates of hospitaliza-
tion and death by nearly 90% in
high-risk adults, as the drugmaker
joined the race for an easy-to-use
medication to treat the corona-
virus.

Currently most COVID-19
treatments require an IV or in-

jection. Competitor Merck’s
COVID-19 pill is already under
review at the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration after showing strong
initial results, and on Thursday the
United Kingdom became the first
country to OK it.

Pfizer said it will ask the
FDA and international regula-
tors to authorize its pill as soon
as possible, after independent
experts recommended halting
the company’s study based on
the strength of its results. Once
Pfizer applies, the FDA could

make a decision within weeks
or months.

Since the beginning of the pan-
demic last year, researchers world-
wide have been racing to find a
pill to treat COVID-19 that can be
taken at home to ease symptoms,
speed recovery and keep people
out of the hospital.

Having pills to treat early
COVID-19“would be a very import-
antadvance,’said Dr. John Mellors,
chief of infectious diseases at the
University of Pittsburgh, who was
not involved in the Pfizer study.

% AdoptUSKids

I asked what kind of family Amina
wanted. She said, ‘A family like yours.’
That’s when I knew I had to adopt her.

Denise, adopted 17-year-old Amina

LEARN ABOUT ADOPTING A TEEN
YOU CAN'T IMAGINE THE REWARD
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Paula Patton

opens up about
why she doesn’t
consider herself

bi-racial

Newyorkbeacon.com

aula Patton is opening up
Pabout why she doesn't agree
with the term biracial despite
being a member of two separate
racial groups.
While out promoting her new
BET+ series “Sacrifice, "the actress

stopped by SiriusXM'’s Urban View
“The Clay Cane Show"to talk about
reprising her role as the can-do
entertainment lawyer Daniella
Hernandez. During the discussion,
the 45-year-old was asked about
her known dislike of the term
biracial.

Patton, whose father is Black
and mother is white, often has
spoken out about her race and
how she identifies as just Black.
The California native has also
said she finds the label to be “of-
fensive! “It's a way for people to
separate themselves from African
Americans, a way of saying, ‘I'm
better than that,” she was once
quoted saying ina 2010 interview.

When asked how she felt about
that statement nearly a decade

later, the“Warcraft”star said,”I feel
the exact same way."However, Pat-
ton said that isn't to be confused
with her not wanting to embrace
her mother, but instead revealed,
“It was my mother who let me
know, ‘The world is going see you
as Black and that is who you are!”
She continued, “So don't have

any questions about that. I'm very
grateful for her. The politics of race
in our country are such that when
one wants to make it very clear
that they're not Black, it's a way
to keep them separate from Black
people.We know; we've had along
history in this country of that, of
it not being popular to be Black,
to be honest with you. I've always
found that to be an offensive term.
I'm Black and | embrace it, that'’s
my family."

Patton’s comments triggered a
debate around the word and many
people in the comments section
on YouTube had plenty to say,
including one user who disagreed
with the actress’ stance, stating,
“You shouldn't let the world iden-
tify you or give you identity.”

¥

receive star on the

Hollywood Walk of Fame

Newyorkbeacon.com

ongratulations to Mis-
‘ sy Elliot who is set to re-

ceive her own star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame! The
legendary emcee will earn the
2708th star on the Hollywood
strip in the Recording category
on Monday, November 8th, and
will be assisted by Lizzo, Ciara,
and Missy's longtime manager
Mona Scott-Young as her star is
unveiled to the publicin person

and livestreamed to those at
home.

The 50-year-old entertainer’s
Hollywood star is long overdue
as she’s received many awards
as a rapper, singer, producer,
and songwriter. Throughout her
decades-long career, she’s racked
up five Grammy awards and the
MTV Video Music Awards'Michael
Jackson Video Vanguard Award.
Not to mention her heavy influ-
ence on fashion and style when it
comes to her wardrobe, hair, and

music videos.

Hollywood Walk of Fame pro-
ducer Ana Martinez, announced
the news in a press release, “Mis-
sy Elliott has broken through the
barriers of the male-dominated
Hip Hop world, and music indus-
try as a whole, as she has led the
way for many women who have
followed in her footsteps. She
continues to break barriers year
after year, and we're thrilled to
be able to honor her on the Walk
of Fame.”

Terence ‘Astro’ Wilson, founding member of

reggae band UB40, dies at 64

Newyorkbeacon.com

B40 toaster Astro, who
U helped launch the group in

the late '70s in Birmingham,
England, passed after a “short
iliness.”

One of the founders of the vet-
eran British reggae band UB40 has
died.

Terence “Astro” Wilson helped
launch the group in the late 1970s

in Birmingham, England. He re-
portedly suffered a“short illness,’
which led to his passing.

UB40 member/toaster Terence
“Astro” Wilson performs on stage
with the band at the iHeart80s
Party 2017 at SAP Center in Jan.
2017 in San Jose, California. (Pho-
to:Tim Mosenfelder/Getty Images
for iHeartMedia)

“We are absolutely devastated
and completely heartbroken to

have to tell you that our beloved
Astro has today passed away
after a very short illness,” read the
Twitter account he shared with
fellow former band member Ali
Campbell Saturday.“The world will
never be the same without him.”
Wilson was renowned as
UB40'’s “toaster,” which is a title
given in reggae to the person
who does vocals that are similar
to spoken-word over the music.
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Flo Anthony’s 4th novel Last Call For A Deadly Diva'is out!

LAST CALL

FOR A DEADLY

By Audrey J. Bernard

lo Anthony, a multi-award
winning journalist, radio

host and bestselling au-
thor, was the first Black woman
to work in the New York Post’s
Sports Department as well as the
first Black person to work in the
paper’s Entertainment Depart-
ment and the legendary Page
Six. Flo currently hosts the daily
syndicated radio feature Gossip
On The Go With Flo, helms the
South O’ The Highway column
in Dan’s Papers, writes a weekly
syndicated newspaper column
Go WithThe Flo, and publishes an
online magazine, Blacknoir.nyc.
She also represents 1976 Olym-
pic Gold Medalist and former
Light Heavyweight/Heavyweight
Champion Michael Spinks.
Never too far away from a
computer or paper and pen, the
esteemed journalist has always
had a penchant for love novels.
Her fourth novel “Last Call For
A Deadly Diva,” in her Deadly
Black Murder Mystery series was
released by Wahida Clark Pres-
ents. The book has all the drama,
seductiveness and mystery of the
other three - but amplified. Thrill
seekers will love all the suspense.

But readers beware as the thrills
are a beat away from a heart at-
tack. I warned you it was devilishly
dangerous. Anthony’s books are
all page turners with each page
more salacious than the last.

If you would like to meet this
fabulous mystery diva, Roz Live,
Keeping Artists on Stage, is host-
ing a Meet The Author reception
with Flo Anthony and her new
book on Thursday, November 18,
2021 at Aloft Hotel, 2296 Frederick
Douglas Boulevard (122 & 123
Streets), Harlem, NY co-spon-
sored by Honoring Blues & Jazz,
Jazz Foundation of America. For
additional information on the
book signing and meet & greet
call 646-373-3690.

A graduate of Howard Uni-
versity, Anthony is a member
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Incorporated and resides in the
Kips Bay section of Manhattan in
New York City.

About Last Call for a
Deadly Diva

The “Last Call For A Deadly
Diva” is released by Wahida Clark
Presents. After marrying Electron-
ics and Racehorse owner Black
billionaire Victor Dumas five years
ago, Valerie Rollins became an

Author Flo Anthony

instant widow after her husband
succumbed very quickly to a rare
form of stomach cancer. Following
his death, Valerie, who is the most
renowned Black gossip columnist
in the United States, found herself
in an entirely foreign world of ex-
treme wealth beyond her wildest
dreams. Victor left everything to
Val, his son, playboy polo player
Vance Dumas, and his seven-year
old grand-daughter Valencia.

Last Call For A Deadly Diva Book
Cover

Still working daily as a radio
host and columnist, along with
her trusted business partner,
NFL Hall of Famer turned pri-
vate investigator Rome Nyland,
Val also sits at the helm of Du-
mas Electronics. Because of the
Coronavirus Pandemic, with the
exception of Vance, who has his
own mansion nearby, complete
with three live-in strippers, Val
and her crew, which includes

her college sweetheart, MLB
great, Royale Jones, are currently
residing on the $54 million dollar
compound in Bridgehampton,
New York, which Victor gave to
Val as a wedding gift.

Although this sounds like a
perfect world for Valerie, Victor’s
half-brother, career criminal
Valerian “Sincere” Davidson, will
do anything to get his hands
on the Dumas fortune as well
as Royale’s millions. Follow the
daily dose of death, despair and
devastation that Sincere and his
cast of sleazy characters dole out
to Valerie and her loved ones.
However, Sincere has a she-devil
surprise in store for him in the
form of a mysterious woman by
the name of Aurora Darden. Take
an electrifying ride this eclectic
group of personalities as they
navigate lust, love and seemingly
never-ending danger through
New York City, the Hamptons,
Monaco and Las Vegas where
there will finally be a last call for
a deadly diva.

“Last Call For A Deadly Diva"
is available on wclarkpublishing.
com, barnesandnoble.com, am-
azon.com, fantasticfiction.com,
discoverbooks.com and many
other platforms.

Hollywood Walk of Fame gets its freak on with Missy Elliott on Hollywood Blvd.

By Audrey J. Bernard

n Monday, November 8,
2021, Missy Elliott’s star on
Hollywood Boulevard and
Vine Street was finally unveiledina
ceremony honouring her achieve-
ments in music. Dedication of the
2,708 Star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame in the Category of Record-
ing took place at 6212 Hollywood
Boulevard in front of Amoeba
Records. The star commemorates
the career of the rapper, who
has also won four Grammys. In
2019, Elliott was inducted into
the Songwriters Hall of Fame,
the first female Hip-Hop artist to
receive the honour. “Missy Elliott
has broken through the barriers
of the male-dominated Hip Hop
world, and music industry as a
whole, as she has led the way for
many women who have followed
in her footsteps. She continues to
break barriers year after year and
we're thrilled to be able to honor
her on the Walk of Fame,” stated
Ana Martinez, Hollywood Walk
of Fame Producer. Joining Emcee
Nicole Mihalka, Chair of the Board
for the Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce, to unveil the star was
super stars Ciara, Lizzo and long-
time manager / TV &film producer,
Mona Scott-Young.
One of the most significant
female artists in music history,

Missy Elliott is a pioneer of female
Hip-Hop and R&B, groundbreak-
ing songwriter-producer, and
across-the-board cultural icon.
Born in Portsmouth, Virginia, the
five-time GRAMMY Award win-
ner — with nominations spanning
three decades - has attained
unprecedented success. Missy's
six studio albums have each been
RIAA platinum-certified or better,
marking her as the only female
rapper to achieve that remarkable
accomplishment. Elliott made
history as the first female Hip Hop
artist ever to receive the MTVVideo
Music Awards’prestigious Michael
Jackson Video Vanguard Award
in 2019.

That same year saw Elliott break
new ground as the first female Hip-
Hop artist and third-ever rapper to
be inducted into the Songwriters
Hall of Fame. Furthermore, Elliott
became the first female Hip Hop
artist to receive an honorary Doc-
tor of Music degree from Berklee
College of Music, celebrating her
lasting contributions to musicand
popular culture. And as if all that
weren't enough, Missy kickstart-
ed 2020 by making history yet
again, this time co-producing the
Lifetime original movie The Clark
Sisters: First Ladies of Gospel along-
side Queen Latifaand Mary J. Blige.

The Lifetime biopic pulled in
2.7 million viewers on its debut

*

uuuuwuun*

Missy Elliott receives star on Hollywood Walk of Fame

night. Elliott first made waves
for her inventive songwriting
and production work alongside
her childhood friend, Timothy
Mosely a.k.a Timbaland. Together
they created an innovative, id-
iosyncratic sound all their own,

*

heard on a score of hits for many
recording artists who have gone
on to win individual fame. Her
2001 “MISS E... SO ADDICTIVE"
was yet another platinum-cer-
tified milestone, a worldwide
sensation that established Elliott

as hip-hop's preeminent female
artist. The album’s “Get Ur Freak
On"redefined contemporary pop
and hip hop, earning Missy her
first-ever GRAMMY Award for
Best Rap Performance. (Photos by
Getty Images)
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“| want my daughter to see how strong
women create their own future in retirement.”

Visit AceYourRetirement.org/Shero for:

* 3-minute online chat with a digital retirement coach
® Free personalized roadmap based on your retirement goals
® Free tips to start boosting your retirement savings now

ad -AARP

Real Possibilities




ATTORNEY

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?
You And Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To Significant Cash Award. No
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. For
Information Call 877-225-4813

AUCTIONS

NYS SURPLUS REAL PROPER-
TY PUBLIC AUCTION: 11/8/19,
335 Nashopa Road, Mamakat-
ing, NY, 3,767sf colonial, 3.26acs,
5BR, 3.5baths, fin-bsmt, MINBID
$249,000; Open House: 11:00am-
1:00pm, 10/15,10/23,11/1; ogs.
ny.gov/NYSStore 518-474-2195

AUTO DONATIONS

Donate your car to Wheels For
Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish.
We offer free towing and your
donation is 100% tax deductible.
Call (917) 336-1254

FINANCE

Denied Social Security Dis-
ability? Appeal! If you're 50+, filed
SSD and denied, our attorneys can
help! Win or Pay Nothing! Strong,
recent work history needed. 866-

979-0096 [Steppacher Law Offices
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped
over a million families find senior
living. Our trusted, local advisors
help find solutions to your unique
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-
977-3677

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link.
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified.
Over 1500 medications available.
CALL Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-866-569-7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed!
1-855-579-8907

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers.
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 888-657-9488.

MISCELLANEOUS

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-
AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home
repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF
ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

TV INTERNET PHONE

DISHTV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD
DVRIncluded, Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions apply. 1-888-
609-9405

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.)
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens
Simultaneously at No Additional
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo.
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-977-7198
or visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/
press

W

v yml'nqd EaErrible

thing to waste®

IT'S NEVER T0O EARLY TO INVEST IN A GOOL

Introducing Better Futures™—a whole new kind of invest

a mind is a terrible thing to waste but a wonderful thing to invest'i
Invest in Better Futures at UNCF.ORG/INVEST

Discover the world's best
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

@ Backed by American Standard's
140 years of experience

=y € Ultralow entry for easy
entering and exiting

B Patented Quick Drain®
fast water removal system

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed
by American Standard

@ ik Hydrotherapy jets for an

invigorating massage

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet
Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

888-609-0248

HICH
ftnam NY, Rockland NY.

"Donate A Boat g

or Car Today!
Boa\:":ﬂ\ngel

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

$00-700-B04T

www.boatangel.com
sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

alone

Life Alert® is always
here for me even when
away from home.

One touch of a button
sends help fast, 24/7.

Life Alert

Batteries Never Need Charging.

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-404-9776

Help at Home

WHEN YOU
ORDER!

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

DENTAL Insurance

REE
Information Kit

A less expensive way to help

get the dental care you deserve!

Now: 1-855-225-1434

¥ Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in
your pocket

¥ This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan
¥ You can get coverage before your next checkup

1-855-225-1434

Visit us online at

. i .
Don't wait! Call now and we'll rush you a FREE Www.dental50plusicom/nypress

Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy PISONY
6129

MB17-NMOO3Ec

Subscribe Philadelphia Observer
405 Lexington Avenue, 26th Floor, New York, NY 10174,

philadelphiaobserver.com
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Canelo makes
more history

By Joshua Garcia

aul Alvarez continues to give
Snew meaning to the phrase
"making history" as his career
progresses. Saturday night at the
MGM Grand in Las Vegas, Nevada
he became the first fighter in the
history of his boxing rich coun-
try to hold all four titles in the
168-pound division following an
11th-round KO of Caleb Plant.
Better known as Canelo, who
picked up Boxing to defend him-
self from constant ridicule during
his childhood hometown of Gua-
dalajara for his appearance, now
has adults and children alike in
every corner of the globe shadow
boxing as if they were 'cinnamon'’
or Canelo in English. Undisputed
champion, a 57-1-2 record, and
with a recent purse of $40 million
dollars from Saturday's title fight,
Alvarez's only issue is what's next
for the pound-for-pound king of
Boxing?
Caleb Plant was the man who
stood between Canelo and his
main goal of being an undisputed

-

GETS A
DIPLOMA

champion, but what man now
stands in the way of the next box
to check off as he puts together a
career resume that will land him
in the Hall of Fame in Canastona?
There's a couple of very inter-
esting names out there for the
taking as Al Haymon has finally
shown the ability to make negoti-
ations work with other promoter's
fighters.

Enter David Benavidez and
Arthur Beterbiev solidly into the
mix. Two incredible contenders
and champions under the PBC
umbrella whom Canelo could
gain career clout from immedi-
ately. Benavidez is an extremely
formidable opponent who has an
attacking style with vicious com-
binations who could counteract
the walkdown style of Canelo.
Beterbiev who would be only the
second 175-pounder the great
Alvarez has ever taken on, caus-
es issues with his ability to take
punishment and his punching
power. Both Benavidez and Beter-
biev are much bigger but Canelo
has never shown a problem with

ALONE.

Canelo Hmmers Plant
Photo: Special to the NY Beacon

handling height reach or weight
differences.

A clash with David Benavidez
would be a fan favorite in what

MA\

If you’re thinking of finishing your high school diploma, you have

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult
education classes near you at FinishYourDiploma.org.

could be an instant classic. Both
are hardly feel each other out type
fighters and if activity is what you
are looking forina 12-round bout,

Adll

Andrew
Rosario,
Sports
Editor

this would be your ideal date foran
upcoming fight night. Pencil in Da-
vid Benavidez on Canelo Alvarev's
schedule for 2022.
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