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Causes backlash against prosecutors who 
worked on the case, Page 3

Facebook’s recent ban of the 85-year 
old leader of the Nation of Islam 
drew calls for boycotts of Facebook, 
postings of Farrakhan that went viral 
and talk of creating an independent 
Black social media portal.   

“WHEN THEY 
SEE US”

The most-watched series 
on Netflix in the U.S 
since its premier

Vol. 28 • No. 20

50 Cents                                                 Speaking Truth to Justice                                                PhiladelphiaObserver.com

May 20 – May 26, 2021

No charges will be filed against North Carolina sheriff’s deputies 
who fired 14 shots killing 42 year old Andrew Brown Jr.  Brown 

was shot dead in the back of his head as he was trying to flee 
arrest.  Brown’s family claims he was “executed” p3

POLICE FATAL SHOOTING POLICE FATAL SHOOTING   
OF ANDREW BROWN IS JUSTIFIED OF ANDREW BROWN IS JUSTIFIED 

Brown’s Brown’s 
car posed car posed 
threat to threat to 
officers officers 
DA saidDA said
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Bernie Sanders sole candidate 
to address the Black Press at 
national convention

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent

Every major newspaper and 
news organization in the 
country has labeled the 

Black vote crucial to success in 
the 2020 presidential election, 
and statistics show that African 
Americans are 60% more likely 
to utilize and trust print-related 
resources for information than 
the general public.

However, of the 24 candi-
dates seeking the Democratic 
nomination for president, Sen-
ator Bernie Sanders (I-VT ) is 
the only one that has agreed to 
address key influencers of the 
African American community 
— the Black Press of America 
— at the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s (NNPA) 
annual convention later this 
month in Cincinnati, Ohio.

It’s no secret that Sanders 
has work to do to get his cam-
paign message through to Afri-
can Americans. “We thought we 
could do respectably in South 
Carolina, and we got decimat-
ed,” Sanders said in a campaign 
memo released earlier this year 
in which he discussed losing the 
Black vote to Hillary Clinton in 
South Carolina.

Clinton won an astonishing 
86 percent of South Carolina’s 
Black voters in 2016.

“This is our revolution,” said 
Sanders, who will speak during 
the NNPA Convention’s Lifetime 
Legacy Award Black Tie Gala, Fri-
day June 28that 7:30pm at The 
Westin Cincinnati Hotel. Also 
in attendance will be former 
Ohio State Senator Nina Turn-
er, a key surrogate for Sander’s 
2016 campaign and co-chair of 
his current campaign for the 
Democratic nomination and 
presidency.

The NNPA represents Black-
owned newspapers with mil-
lions of weekly readers across 
the country, including major 
markets l ike New York,  Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Wash-
ington, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Houston, Dallas, 
Baltimore, Chicago and all of the 
nation’s “swing” states.

“You’ve got to win Black 
voters to win the primary,” Law-
rence Moore, a former Sanders 
delegate to the Democratic 

National Convention, told NBC 
News.

“It took [Sanders] a while to 
grow into and learn the issues, 
but he’s willing to listen and 
understand, unlike other poli-
ticians,” Moore said.

I n  a  pol l  commissioned 
by The Black Economic Alli-
anceand conducted by Hart 
Researchand Brossard Research, 
Sanders currently trails former 
Vice President Joe Biden among 
Black voters.

The poll, which measured 
how enthusiastic Black voters 
are about the Democratic presi-
dential candidates, showed that 
76 percent of respondents said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Biden; 64 percent said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Sanders who finished 
ahead of Sens. Kamala Harris 
of California (53 percent) and 
Cory Booker of New Jersey (43 
percent).

African Americans surveyed 
said affordable healthcare, col-
lege and the creation of more 
jobs with good benefits, were 
most important.

Sanders has openly reached 
out to African American leaders 
like NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson and others, where 
he’s discussed the economic 
climate, voter suppression, 
jobs and other issues facing the 
Black community.

In addition to Sanders’ cam-
paign office, NNPA Newswire has 
contacted each of the remaining 
24 Democratic presidential can-
didates for comment, including 
Biden, Harris, Booker, and Texas’ 
Beto O’Rourke, Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren and Kirsten Gillibrand.

“The path to economic se-
curity is rocky for families in 
America but that path is even 
rockier for Black families who 
have stared down decades of 
government sponsored dis-
crimination and institutional 
racism,” Sen. Warren told NNPA 
Newswire in an email.

“ This campaign is about 
making our government and 
our economy work for everyone 
and Black Americans will be on 
the frontlines of that conversa-
tion. The Black Press of America 
and its journalists are an inte-
gral part of how we make our 
democracy work,” Warren said.

Democrats hold hearing 
on white supremacy
The House Oversight subcommittee on 
civil rights and civil liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Supremacy: Adequacy 
of the Federal Response,” reportedly is 
the latest effort by Democrats to spotlight 
ways they say the Trump administration 
has systematically cut back on resources 
used to address threats from domestic 
extremists even as the FBI has reported a 
30 percent to 40 percent rise in domestic 
terrorism cases just since October.

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia

House Democrats on Tues-
day, June 4, grilled officials 
from the FBI and Depart-

ment of Homeland Security 
during a hearing focusing on 

how the Trump administration 
is addressing the growing threat 
of violent white supremacist 
groups.

The House Oversight Sub-
committee on Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Suprem-
acy: Adequacy of the Federal 

Response,” reportedly is the 
latest  effor t  by Democrats 
to spotl ight ways they say 
the Trump administration has 
systematically cut back on re-
sources used to address threats 
from domestic extremists even 
as the FBI has reported a 30 
percent to 40 percent rise in 
domestic terrorism cases just 
since October.

The hearing included FBI 
Assistant Director for Coun-
terterrorism Michael McGar-
rity, FBI Deputy Assistant Di-
rector for Criminal Investiga-
tions Calvin Shivers and DHS 
assistant secretary Elizabeth 
Neumann.

Democratic committee mem-
bers have said they would press 
those members of Trump’s cab-
inet on their “budgets and al-
locations of personnel, data 
collection practices, and strategic 
plans” to address threats from 
white supremacists.

Jobless Rate Increases for Black Men
By Frederick H. Lowe, 

NorthStarNewsToday.com

(TriceEdneyWire.com)–It was 
a new month for jobs data and 
things had gotten worse for 
Black men.

Businesses added 98,000 jobs 
in March, lower than predicted, 
and black men 20 years old and 
older continued to suffer from 
the nation’s highest unemploy-
ment rate.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics reported that the jobless 
rate for black men in March was 
8.2 percent up from 7.8 percent 

in February.
This compares with a March 

jobless rate of 3.6 percent for 
white men, down from 3.8 per-
cent February.

The March jobless rate for 
Hispanic men was 4.5 percent, 
down from 4.6 percent in Feb-
ruary.

There wasn’t any comparable 
data for Asian men 20 years old 
and older. Overall, Asians have 
the nation’s lowest jobless rate 
of 3.3 percent.

Nationwide, employment in-
creased in professional business 
services and mining services but 

the retail trade lost 30,000 jobs.
America’s unemployment rate 

declined to 4.5 percent, a drop of 
0.2 percentage points.
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AOC exercises restraint 
against Marjorie Taylor Green

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Entitled by her whiteness and 
her QAnon membership, Re-
publican Rep. Marjorie Taylor 

Greene seems to believe that she 
can aggressively rundown on her 
colleagues and scream at them 
whenever she so chooses.

According to the Washington 
Post, Greene, emboldened by 
the spirit of the insurrectionists, 
chased down Democrat Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and in 
her wacky QAnon way accused 
her of supporting “terrorists.” Be-
cause AOC is a woman of class and 
knows that this level of fuckery is 
beneath her, she chose to have her 
office call on leadership to ensure 
that QAren leaves her the fuck 
alone and that Congress remains 
“a safe, civil place for all Members 
and staff.”

As AOC was leaving the House 
chamber Wednesday afternoon, 
Greene reportedly shouted “Hey 
Alexandria.” Realizing that the 
woman calling her name looked 

like a violent PTA mom, AOC kept 
walking so, of course, that meant 
that QAren sped up, reportedly 
shouting to ask her why she sup-
ports antifa and Black Lives Matter, 
calling both groups “terrorists.”

“You don’t care about the 
American people,” Greene shout-
ed. “Why do you support terrorists 
and antifa?”

“Representative Greene tried 
to begin an argument with Con-
gresswoman Ocasio-Cortez and 
when Rep. Ocasio-Cortez tried 
to walk away, Congresswoman 
Greene began screaming and 
called Rep. Ocasio-Cortez a ter-
rorist sympathizer,” Ocasio-Cortez 
spokeswoman Lauren Hitt said in a 
statement, the Post reports.

“We hope leadership and the 
Sergeant at Arms will take real 
steps to make Congress a safe, civil 
place for all Members and staff — 
especially as many offices are dis-
cussing reopening. One Member 
has already been forced to relocate 
her office due to Congresswoman 
Greene’s attacks.”

Minneapolis suburb 
approves changes to 
policing after Daunte 
Wright’s death

Philadelphiaobserver.com

The Minneapolis suburb where 
police recently killed 20-year-
old Daunte Wright has ap-

proved a package of proposals 
meant to begin making changes 
to public safety and violence pre-
vention in the city.

The Brooklyn Center City Coun-
cil voted 4-1 on Saturday to pass 
a resolution called the Daunte 
Wright and Kobe Dimock-Heisler 
Community Safety & Violence 
Prevention Act. Mayor Mike El-
liott introduced the resolution 
last week, naming it after two men 
who abruptly died at the hands of 
police ― one of whom was killed 
just last month.

  “This will transform public 
safety in our city, honoring two 
young men who were robbed of 
their futures,” Elliott tweeted. “This 
is just the first step in a long road 

ahead ― but that is work that we 
as a city are ready to do with our 
community. There will be lots of 
questions to answer, lots of learn-
ing, and lots of opportunity for the 
community to be at the center of 
this change.”

Rep. Val Demings will challenge Marco 
Rubio for his senate seat in 2022

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Val Demings was reportedly 
considered to be Joe Biden’s 
running mate, has a history 

of being a no-nonsense straight 
shooter, and the people of Flori-
da—the ones who aren’t on meth 
or saving up their coins to afford 
a Mar-a-Lago membership—love 
her. So it makes sense that she’s 
going to leave her House seat for 
the Senate.

   In 2022, Demings will chal-
lenge Florida Sen. Marco Rubio for 
his seat, Politico reports.

“Val is an impressive and 
formidable candidate whose 

potential entrance would make 
the race against Rubio highly 
competitive,” a Democrat with 
knowledge of the party’s direc-
tion told Politico.

“I have received calls and texts 
and messages from people all 
over the state asking me to run 
because they feel that they are 
not represented and their voices 
are not heard,” she said. “I want 
to go, Jonathan, to the position 
where I can do the most good. 
And be the most effective and do 
the most work. My home state of 
Florida deserves that.”

Demings has served in the 
House since 2017 and her hus-

band is the mayor of Orange 
County, Fla. And because white 
people love this shit, Demings 
worked as the chief of Orlando’s 
police department.

But why now?
“If I had to point to one thing, 

I think it’s the COVID bill and the 
way Republicans voted against 
it for no good reason,” an adviser 
for Demings told Politico. “That 
really helped push her over the 
edge. She also had this huge fight 
with [Ohio Republican Rep.] Jim 
Jordan and it brought that into 
focus. This fight is in Washington 
and it’s the right fight for her to 
continue.”

Five migrant girls found abandoned in 
sweltering heat by Texas farmer

Philadelphiaobserver.com

US Rep. Tony Gonzalez (R-Tex-
as) tweeted out a photo of 
the girls Sunday night and 

talked with the farmer.
“Take a good hard look at the 

#BidenBorderCrisis… @POTUS 
enough is enough let’s work 
together [to] solve this crisis,” 
Gonzalez said in the post.

T hree of the girls — all ranging 
in age from 7 years to 11 months — 
are believed to be from Honduras 
and the other two from Guatemala. 

The farmer, identified as Jim-
my Hobbs, said he called the 
Border Patrol and got the children 
into the shade and gave them 
food and water.

“I don’t think they would have 
made it if I hadn’t found them,” he 
told Gonzalez, “because it got up 
to 103 yesterday.”

Hobbs, who said he was born  
there and farmed onions , said he’s 
“never” seen the situation at the 
border so bad.

“My thoughts are that it needs 
to stop right now. There are going 
to be thousands. This is just five 
miles of the Rio Grande,” Hobbs’ 
wife told Gonzalez as they stood 
on the banks of the Rio Grande.

“That’s a huge border. This is 
happening all up and down it. It 

can’t go on. It’s gonna be too hot. 
There’ll be a lot of deaths, a lot of 
suffering,” she said.

Customs and Border Protec-
tion said the girls   will be placed 
in custody of the Department of 
Health and Human Services after 
being processed. 

They did not require medical 
attention. 

“It is heartbreaking to find 
such small children fending for 
themselves in the middle of no-
where,” Chief Border Patrol Agent 
Austin Skero II, told ABC 7 Eyewit-
ness News.

“Unfortunately this happens 
far too often now. If not for our 
community and law enforcement 
partners, these little girls could 
have faced the more than 100-de-

gree temperatures with no help.”
President Biden named Vice 

President Kamala Harris in March 
to head up the administration’s 
response to the surge of illegal 
immigrants crossing into the 
United States.

While she has yet to travel to 
the border, she met virtually with 
Mexican President Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador last week and will 
travel to Mexico and Guatemala 
on June 7 and 9.

“Together, we must fight vio-
lence, we must fight corruption 
and impunity. It is in our coun-
tries’ mutual interest to provide 
immediate relief to the Northern 
Triangle and to address the root 
causes of migration,” Harris told 
the Mexican leader.
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3Fatal police shooting of Andrew 
Brown was ‘justified,’ NC DA says

Philadelphiaobserver.com

The fatal police shooting 
of Andrew Brown Jr. by North 
Carolina deputies was “justi-

fied” because he posed “an imme-
diate threat to others,” prosecutors 
said Tuesday, as new police body 
camera footage showing the 
deadly encounter was released.

“This case clearly illustrates 
the officers who used deadly force 
on Andrew Brown Jr. did so rea-
sonably, and only when a violent 
felon, used a deadly weapon to 

place their lives in danger,” District 
Attorney R. Andrew Womble said 
at a press conference.

Womble, the DA for North Car-
olina’s First Judicial District, said no 
officer will be criminally charged in 
the April 21 shooting.

“The shooting of Brown was 
justified to prevent potential 
harm to those living near where 
the incident occurred, as well as 
pedestrians, support deputies and 
the deputies who were in front of 
Mr. Brown,” Womble added.

Browns’ family accused the 

DA of trying to “whitewash this 
unjustified killing.”

“To say this shooting was jus-
tified, despite the known facts, 
is both an insult and a slap in 
the face to Andrew’s family, the 
Elizabeth City community, and 
to rational people everywhere,” 
according to a statement released 
by the family’s attorneys.

Four new body-camera clips 
were released Tuesday showing 
the 44-second fatal police en-
counter with the 42-year-old for 
the first time.

Federal Grand Jury indicts Chauvin, 
other officers in George Floyd death

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire

Civil Rights Attorney Ben 
Crump and members of 
his team who won a $27 

million civil judgment in favor of 
George Floyd’s family and whose 
relentless work in the case helped 
lead to a rare conviction of a po-
lice officer in the death of a Black 
person, applauded new federal 
indictments in the case on Friday, 
May 7.

“Today’s federal indictment 
for criminal, civil rights viola-
tions associated with the murder 
of George Floyd reinforces the 
strength and wisdom of the Unit-
ed States Constitution,” Crump 
said in a combined statement with 
attorneys Antonio Romanucci and 
L. Chris Stewart.

A federal grand jury handed 
down indictments against four 
former Minneapolis police officers 
at the scene of Floyd’s 2020 death.

The indictment charges the 
officers with violating Floyd’s 
constitutional rights.

It alleges that Derek Chauvin, 
the former cop convicted in April 
on state murder charges, deprived 
Floyd of the right to be free from 
unreasonable seizure by a police 
officer.

Tou Thao and J. Alexander 
Kueng also were hit with federal 
indictments after failing to stop 
Chauvin from fatally wounding 
Floyd.

Chauvin pressed his knee into 
Floyd’s neck and back for 9 min-
utes and 29 seconds, continuing 
even after EMT workers who 
arrived at the scene could not 
detect a pulse.

Chauvin, Thao, Kueng, and 
the fourth officer, Thomas Lane, 
all face a charge for failing to give 
Floyd medical aid.

“The defendants saw George 
Floyd lying on the ground in clear 
need of medical care and willfully 
failed to aid Floyd, thereby acting 
with deliberate indifference to a 
substantial risk of harm to Floyd,” 
the grand jury charged.

Addit ional  charges were 
lodged against Chauvin related to 
his use of “unreasonable force” on 
a 14-year-old in September 2017.

The indictment noted that 
Chauvin “held the teenager by 
the throat and struck the teenager 
multiple times in the head with a 
flashlight.” Chauvin further “held 
his knee on the neck and the 
upper back of the teenager even 
after the teenager was lying prone, 
handcuffed, and unresisting, also 
resulting in bodily injury.”

While Chauvin faces as much 
as 40 years in prison after his 
conviction on state charges, Thao, 
Kueng, and Lane are scheduled to 

stand trial in August on charges of 
aiding and abetting second-de-
gree murder and aiding and abet-
ting second-degree manslaughter.

Each has pleaded not guilty.
“The Constitution claims to 

be committed to life, liberty, and 
justice, and we are seeing this 
realized in the justice George 
Floyd continues to receive,” Crump 
stated.

“This comes after hundreds of 
years of American history in which 
Black Americans, unfortunately, 
did not receive equal justice. The 
constitutional violations that 
George suffered are clear and were 
also detailed by our civil litigation 
team last July.”

Crump continued:
“Further, the additional indict-

ment of Derek Chauvin shows a 
pattern and practice of behavior. 
We are encouraged by these 
charges and eager to see contin-
ued justice in this historic case 
that will impact Black citizens 
and all Americans for generations 
to come.”

Federal hate crimes lodged 
against three in Ahmaud 
Arbery murder

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA

As Ahmaud Arbery jogged on 
a public street in the Satilla 
Shores neighborhood of 

Brunswick, Georgia, Travis and 
Gregory McMichael armed them-
selves with firearms.

The men got into a truck and 
chased the young African American 
man through the neighborhood 
while yelling at him, using their 
vehicle to cut off his route, and 
threatening him with firearms, the 
U.S. Justice Department said in a 
statement on Wednesday, April 28.

Having already been indicted on 
a series of state charges that include 
felony murder and aggravated 
assault, the men now face a host of 
federal crimes.

Each were hit with one count of 
interference with Arbery’s right to 
use a public street because of his 
race and one count of attempted 
kidnapping.

The McMichael duo also faces 
one count each of using, carrying, 
and brandishing a weapon.

Authorities identified Travis 

McMichael as the individual who 
shot Arbery.

William “Roddie” Bryan Jr., the 
man who recorded the shooting 
death of Arbery, faces charges that 
he struck the 25-year-old with his 
pickup truck during the February 
23, 2020, encounter.

Bryan also faces charges of 
interference with rights and at-
tempted kidnapping.

Each has pleaded not guilty.
“In addition to the hate-crime 

charges, Count Three alleges that 
all three defendants attempted 
to unlawfully seize and confine 
Arbery by chasing after him in their 
trucks in an attempt to restrain 
him, restrict his free movement, 
corral and detain him against his 
will, and prevent his escape,” the 
DOJ said in a news release detailing 
the charges.

“Counts Four and Five allege 
that during the crime of violence 
charged in Count One, Travis used, 
carried, brandished, and discharged 
a Remington shotgun, and Gregory 
used, carried, and brandished a .357 
Magnum revolver.”

Georgia governor repeals 1863 
Citizen’s Arrest Law ahead of 
trial for Ahmaud Arbery’s killers

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp 
signed a repeal of the state’s 
1863 citizen’s arrest law, 

which previously stated that by-
standers could make an arrest if 
they witnessed a crime. The legisla-
tion, which was signed on Monday, 
comes a little over a year after Ah-
maud Arbery was fatally shot by 
white vigilantes who suspected the 
25-year-old was a burglary suspect.

“I think the state of Georgia 
is moving in the right direction 
by passing this particular bill,” 
Arbery ’s mother, Wanda Coo-
per-Jones, said at the Georgia State 
Capitol, NPR reports. “Unfortunately, 
I had to lose my son to get significant 
change. But again, I’m still thankful.”

According to ABC News, the orig-
inal citizen’s arrest law was used as 
a way to corral runaway formerly 
enslaved people and was utilized 
to validate the lynchings of Black 
people.

“This bill makes Georgia the 
first state in the country to repeal 
its citizen’s arrest statute,” Kemp 
said before signing. “Today we are 
replacing this Civil War-era law, 
ripe for abuse, with language that 
balances the sacred right of self-de-
fense of person and property with 
our shared responsibility to root 

out injustice and set our state on a 
better path forward.”

The new legislation states deadly 
force can’t be used to detain some-
one unless it’s in self-protection, 
protecting a home or preventing a 
forcible felony, maintaining Geor-
gia’s “stand your ground” law. In 
addition, business employees are 
still allowed to detain someone they 
believe stole something, and lets 
restaurant employees apprehend 
anyone who tries to leave without 
paying for a meal. Licensed security 
guards and private detectives are 
also permitted to detain people, ABC 
News reports.

“I ask the governor and my fellow 
legislators to continue pursuing 
the goal of criminal justice reform,” 
Georgia Sen. Tonya Anderson said. 
“There is more work to do and we 
are prepared to do it, together as 
one Georgia.”

The dated law is the second of 
its kind to be passed in light of Ar-
bery’s death. Following the outrage 
of Arbery’s death, Gov. Kemp signed 
the Georgia Anti-Hate Crimes Act 
into law in June 2020 with bipar-
tisan support, WABE reported. The 
bill imposes heavier consequences 
for anyone who commits crimes 
against a person based on their 
race, gender, sexual orientation 
and more.
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Florida man facing 
manslaughter charges after 
he punched customer who 
repeatedly used racial slur

Philadelphiaobserver.com

A Tampa Dunkin’ Donuts em-
ployee is facing an aggravat-
ed manslaughter charge after 

the man he punched for repeatedly 
calling him a racial slur later died.

Corey Pujols, 27, was originally 
arrested on a charge of battery on 
a person older than 65 in connec-
tion with the May 5 incident and 
released the next day on bond, 
but the charge was upgraded to ag-
gravated manslaughter of a person 
older than 65 after the 77-year-old 
died two days later.

When the victim, who has not 
been identified, went through the 
drive-thru the Dunkin’ Donuts at 
410 South 50th Street earlier this 
month, was was upset by the service 
he received.

Employees asked him to leave, 
but instead the man parked his car 
and went inside to confront the 
workers. Inside, he continued to 
argue with Pujols. Pujols said the 
man, who was a regular customer, 
was acting “extremely rude” on the 
day of the incident, The Tampa Bay 
Times reported.

Corey Pujols, 27, is facing a man-
slaughter charge after punching 
a man who called him a racial slur 
at a Tampa Dunkin’ Donuts earlier 
this month. Photo: Tampa Police 
Department

The man called Pujols a racial 
slur that is not specified in the po-
lice report, and the employee then 
challenged him to repeat the word. 
When the man said the word again, 
Pujols punched the man in the jaw, 
knocking him to the floor, where his 

head hit the floor.
When police and fire crews arrived, 

the man was unconscious on the floor 
and bleeding from the head. He was 
transported to a hospital and died 
two days later on May 7. An autopsy 
showed that the man had a skull frac-
ture and brain injuries that resulted 
from blunt trauma.

Pujols has been held at the Hill-
sborough County Jail without bond 
since Tuesday. He faces a maximum 
of 30 years in prison and will be ap-
pointed a public defender, accord-
ing to jail records. The case is under 
investigation by the Tampa Police 
Department. A doctor at the medi-
cal examiner’s office said the man’s 
death will be ruled a homicide.

Life sentence over weed 
conviction upheld in 
Mississippi

Philadelphiaobserver.com

In a sign that the failed war 
on drugs is still going strong, 
a Black man serving life in prison 

stemming from a marijuana con-
viction in Mississippi had his sen-
tence upheld this week.

The Mississippi Court of Ap-
peals on Tuesday denied Russell 
Allen’s appeal in part because he 
is a “habitual offender,” a classifi-
cation that eliminates any judicial 
discretion and guarantees harsher 
sentences for people who have 
previously been convicted mul-
tiple times — even if the most 
recent offense is nonviolent.

Similar to the notorious, so-
called “three strikes” laws sprinkled 
around the country, “habitual 
offender” laws have been widely 
criticized by people working to-
ward criminal justice reform.

In Allen’s case, the 38-year-old 
was found guilty in 2019 for being 
in possession of more than 30 
grams of marijuana. That was after 
he had previously been separately 
convicted of two home burglary 
charges and unlawful possession 
of a firearm, spending more than a 
decade behind bars in total.

   One of the judges who dis-
sented in the ruling is a Black 
woman who wrote in her opinion 
that the decision to uphold Allen’s 
life sentence undermines the true 
duty of the court.

“The purpose of the criminal 
justice system is to punish those 
who break the law, deter them 
from making similar mistakes, and 
give them the opportunity to be-
come productive members of so-
ciety,” Mississippi Court of Appeals 
Judge Latrice Westbrooks wrote in 
her dissenting opinion. “The fact 
that judges are not routinely given 
the ability to exercise discretion in 
sentencing all habitual offenders is 
completely at odds with this goal.”

The Mississippi Clarion-Ledger 
reported last year that there were 
86 “habitual offenders” serving 
life without parole because of 
convictions for nonviolent crimes, 
like Allen.

Those types of convictions, 
critics, say, lead to the criminal 

justice system being backlogged 
with cases and a prison system 
that continues to experience 
overcrowding with no end in sight.

The American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) has expressed sim-
ilar sentiments in the past about 
“habitual offender” laws in other 
states.

“America is the world’s largest 
incarcerator, but our addiction 
to incarceration is doing little to 
make Americans safer,” Rachel 
Myers wrote for the ACLU 10 years 
ago with nearly prophetic words 
that still resonate today. “Especially 
in the face of economic crisis, 
our government should invest in 
alternatives to incarceration and 
make prisons options of last — not 
first — resort.”

Derek Harris knows that truth 
first-hand. The Louisiana man 
was given life in prison for less 
than $30 of marijuana and served 
a nearly decade behind bars before 
he was released due to time served.

Harris, a military veteran, was 
arrested back in 2008 in Abbeville, 
Louisiana after selling .69 grams 
of marijuana to an officer. At first, 
he was convicted and sentenced 
to 15 years in prison. However, in 
2012, he was re-sentenced to life 
in prison under the Habitual Of-
fender Law, which allows judges to 
give updated sentences to those 
who have previous convictions on 
their record.

“Louisiana’s habitual offend-
er law is abused, misused and 
ineffective,” Jamila Johnson, a 
senior supervising attorney for 
the Southern Poverty Law Center 
Action Fund, explained in 2019.

Police violently arrest man in his driveway 
claiming he ran a stop sign

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Thurman King, a 55-year-old 
Black man, was driving from 
work to his home in Rockford, 

Michigan, a predominantly white 
suburb of Grand Rapids, late one 
night in March 2019.

When he got about a half block 
from home, he noticed a police car 
with its lights flashing behind him. 
He pulled into his driveway and 
got out of his car to ask why he was 
being stopped.

Moments later, King was tackled, 
handcuffed and arrested, according 
to a federal lawsuit he recently filed 
seeking monetary damages for what 
he says was an unwarranted arrest.

Grand Rapids attorney Stephen 
Drew lodged the lawsuit March 19 
on King’s behalf in the U.S. District 
Court’s Western Michigan district. 
King is suing the city of Rockford 
and the Rockford Department of 
Public Safety. Zachary Abbate and 
Jason Bradley, the two officers who 
allegedly abused him, are also listed 
as defendants in the complaint.

The lawsuit alleges the two officers 
violated King’s constitutional rights 
by arresting him for unsubstantiated 
traffic violations and falsely incarcer-
ating him without probable cause. 
The suit goes on to allege Bradley and 
Abbate assaulted and battered King. 
His attorneys assert that the city of 
Rockford and its consolidated public 
safety agency are liable for the officers’ 
actions and contends each of the 
defendants denied King due process.

“Stopping someone just because 
you can and putting information in 
a police report about something 
that is not accurate — that he ran 
through a stop sign — leads to diffi-
culties that should not have to occur 
to someone just because they’re 
driving while black trying to get 
home,” Drew told Atlanta Black Star. 
“As black men, myself included, my 
sons included, we’ve all had times 
where we have been stopped when 
there has been no reason.”

Drew argued that because of 
their negligence in falsely arresting 
King, Bradley and Abbate shouldn’t 
be afforded statutory immunity, a 

legal roadblock that, in many in-
stances, shields state and local gov-
ernment officials from being sued 
civilly for actions they take while 
performing their official duties.

Abbate is no longer a Rockford 
police officer. Bradley, however, 
still serves on the force, the officers’ 
attorney Michael Borgen told Wood 
TV News Channel 8.

In a statement to News 8, Rock-
ford city officials denied the claims 
in King’s lawsuit.

“While we do not intend to try 
this case in the court of public opin-
ion, we disagree strongly with the 
claims as presented here. We intend 
to present a vigorous defense in this 
matter,” the statement said.

Louisiana man’s name cleared after surveillance camera 
appears to capture probation officer planting evidence

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Louisiana civil rights activists 
want a state probation officer 
fired after video surfaced that 

allegedly shows him planting 
drugs on a Black man.

  McKinley Bates III was charged 
with several drug and weapons 
felonies and faced 10 years in 
prison. He spent three months 
behind bars awaiting trial. But 
after officials from the Concordia 
Parish District Attorney reviewed 
footage of the alleged misconduct, 
prosecutors dropped charges 
against Bates.

  In January 2020, Bates filed a 
federal lawsuit against Lane Nor-
mand, the Louisiana probation and 
parole officer he alleges fabricated 
damning evidence against him.

  “It is beyond me how this guy 

is still working and not arrested 
because he would have had to do 
two things to get to this point,” 
said Eugene Collins, president of 
the Baton Rouge chapter of the 
NAACP. “We’ve got the video of 
him planting drugs; that’s clear. 
And then he had to perjure himself 
on the stand. He should be in jail, 
but he’s still actively somebody’s 
probation officer. It’s almost un-
believable.” 

  Bates and a friend were sitting 
underneath a carport outside his 
father’s house playing chess the 
evening of Oct. 30, 2018. One 
of Bates’ three daughters and a 
young child were sitting beside 
the picnic table when Normand 
and a group of Concordia Parish 
sheriff’s deputies suddenly pulled 
up in unmarked cars. The officers 
swarmed the Ferriday, Louisiana, 

home, running up with weapons 
drawn.

  Almost immediately, Bates 
took off running. He was the tar-
get of the raid. Bates had a parole 
warrant when officers spotted him 
sitting outside the home.

  According to an arrest re-
port that Normand authored, 
officers had to chase Bates for 
several blocks. The report claims 
he resisted arrest and Normand 
used an arm bar to tackle him 
to the ground. Another officer 
zapped Bates with a stun gun 
before they were finally able to 
handcuff him.

  Normand claimed in his report 
that he smelled a heavy odor of 
marijuana and saw Bates stand up, 
reach into his pockets and toss a 

A Louisiana probation officer, right, searches through items 
in a carport in October 2018. McKinley Bates III, center, was 
arrested and charged with several drug and weapons charges 
that were later dismissed. Bates alleged that the officer 
planted drugs in the carport in a federal lawsuit. (Screenshot: 
Surveillance footage provided by NAACP)
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureEditorial - Opinion
Rocky road to economic recovery - 
even worse for African Americans

By Julianne Malveaux

While the economy generat-
ed 916,000 jobs in March, 
it only generated 266,000 

in April, essentially slowing the 
previous month’s momentum. 
Last month, the Biden team was 
crowing about economic progress. 
Republicans were suggesting 
that the economy made so much 
progress that we don’t need the 
stimulus embodied in the Ameri-
can Families Plan or the American 
Jobs plan, Biden proposals that will 
inject $4 trillion into the economy. 
Republicans say that unemployed 
people won’t go back to work be-

cause they get too much money 
from unemployment benefits and 
that there is a “labor shortage.”

  The Black unemployment 
rate is 9.7 percent. If there were 
a labor shortage, it would not be 
that high. 9.8 million people are 
officially unemployed, and many 
don’t get unemployment benefits, 
but if employers think there is a 
labor shortage, they should pay 
higher wages. Too many are still 
paying the minimum $7.25 wage, 
and some maneuver to pay even 
less. They use tactics that require 
workers to come to work, do some 
work, then punch in, work a full 
day, punch out, and then go back 
to their work station to “clean up.” 
The big box stores are worst at this, 
but they aren’t the only ones.

  We have a rocky road to eco-
nomic recovery. While more than 
half of all adults have been vac-
cinated against the coronavirus, 
many women remain homebound 
because more than half of all 

schools are not yet open. Vacci-
nations will likely be available for 
children and teens in the next 
few months, but some teachers 
hesitate to return to the classroom 
until then. When teachers aren’t 
teaching, some moms aren’t work-
ing. So many women have left the 
labor market that participation 
rates are as low as they were in the 
1980s. Affordable child care, which 
is included in Biden’s American 
Families Plan, would make it easier 
for more women to return to work. 
Without child care, it’s a rocky road 
to recovery.

  Senate Republicans are treat-
ing President Biden nearly as 
severely as they treated President 
Obama. Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell committed to 
making President Obama a one-
term president. He failed, but he 
behaved like the Last Obstruc-
tionist, blocking legislation, court 
appointments, and more. Last 
week, he said that “100 percent 

of our focus is stopping this new 
administration.” His focus is not on 
economic recovery, infrastructure, 
or health care. It’s on stopping the 
Biden administration.

  McConnell and his cronies 
claim that the Biden infusion of 
cash in the economy is inflationary, 
and prices are, indeed, 2.6 percent 
higher than they were a year ago. 
Many of these price hikes result 
from the pandemic, with supply 
chain problems part of the reason 
for higher prices. These issues will 
resolve themselves as we return 
to “normal” and supply chains are 
strengthened. Senate Republicans 
are using inflation as a fig leaf; both 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen and 
Federal Reserve Board Chair Je-
rome Powell are more concerned 
with getting people back to work.

  If the road to economic re-
covery is rocky for most, it is even 
worse for African Americans who 
earn just two-thirds of what whites 
earn and have nearly twice the 

unemployment as whites (5.3 
percent for whites, 9.7 percent 
for African Americans). While the 
Biden Administration has spoken 
of equity issues, there must be a 
race-specific plan to close these 
gaps.

  The March job creation data 
was exciting, but it was also imper-
manent. The April data confirms 
that two steps forward, one step 
back, will be the path we are on 
until there is meaningful struc-
tural change. That won’t happen 
when Republicans are 100 percent 
focused on opposing President 
Biden.

  Some people made money 
from the pandemic. Some are 
no worse off than they were a 
year ago. But many, especially 
those at the bottom, continue to 
suffer. Republican indifference to 
this hardship illustrates the utter 
callousness that McConnell and 
his cronies have for most of their 
fellow citizens.

clear plastic baggie when officers 
initially arrived.

  After he escorted Bates back 
to his father’s house, Normand 
said he found marijuana sitting 
in “plain view” on the picnic table 
and atop a washing machine un-
der the carport.

  Normand then searched the 
area where he claimed he saw 

Bates throw off the baggie, and 
found a clear plastic bag filled 
with multiple “Xanax bars,” the 
deputy alleged in his report.

  Normand was not wearing 
a body camera, according to 
Bates’ lawsuit. But Bates’ father’s 
home was equipped with surveil-
lance cameras that recorded the 
officer’s activity in the carport. 
The footage showed Normand 
combing through trash cans and 

other containers as Bates sat at 
the picnic table handcuffed next 
to another man.

  The video showed Normand 
fishing through a small white 
trash bucket in the carport. He 
pulled several items out of the 
bucket. And as he was putting 
them back in, he removed some-
thing from his pocket and placed 
it in the bucket, Bates argued in his 
complaint. Normand reportedly 

recovered the bag of Xanax from 
the bucket.

  Normand then removed 
everything from the top of the 
washing machine, threw it on the 
ground and searched through the 
items. He reportedly found more 
marijuana in that area.

  While Normand indicated 
in his report that the drugs 
found on the washing machine 
were “in plain view,” the lawsuit 

claims a police officer stood 
next to the washing machine 
and the white bucket for 20 to 
30 minutes and never noticed 
any narcotics.

  Bates was charged with pos-
session with intent to distribute 
schedule IV drugs, possession of 
marijuana, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, possession of a 
firearm by a convicted felon and 
resisting arrest.

Louisiana man’s name cleared after surveillance camera 
appears to capture probation officer planting evidence

From page 4
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Parents must choose between Confederate 
Flag or their child, judge rules 

Philadelphiaobserver.com

An Albany, New York, district 
judge ruled last week that if 
the parents of a biracial child 

do not remove the imagery of a 
Confederate flag they could face 
consequences.

  Justice Stanley Pritzker is not 
pleased parents, identified only 
as Christie BB and Isaiah CC, have 
subjected their 7-year-old to em-
brace a rock with a Confederate 
flag painted on it, The Hill reported.

  The judge is giving the parents 
an ultimatum, lose the rock or your 
daughter.

  It was in 2014 when the ap-
pellate division of the state’s sec-
ond-highest court ruled in a 5-0 
decision, ruled by Justices John 
Egan, Sharon Aarons, Molly Reyn-
olds Fitzgerald, and John Colange-
lo, and Pritzker, to make the couple 
retain their joint custody of the 
newborn child.

  However, details of the rock 
and the child’s mixed-race put into 
question if the parents are act-
ing in the best interest of the 
child, The Albany Times Union first 

reported.
  “Given that the child is of 

mixed race, it would seem appar-
ent that the presence of the flag is 
not in the child’s best interests, as 
the mother must encourage and 
teach the child to embrace her 
mixed race identity, rather than 
thrust her into a world that only 
makes sense through the tortured 
lens of cognitive dissonance,” Pritz-
ker wrote.

  “Christie BB” has until June 1 to 
remove the rock from her driveway 
or the courts will look “into any 
future best interests analysis.”

  “As such, while recognizing 
that the First Amendment protects 
the mother’s right to display the 
flag if it is not removed by June 
1, 2021, its continued presence 
shall constitute a change in cir-
cumstances and Family Court shall 
factor this into any future best 
interests analysis,” his statement 
continued.

  “In response to questioning, 
the mother testified that she 
has never used any racial slurs 
in front of the child or at all,” the 
ruling said.

Prince Harry takes heat for calling 
First Amendment ‘bonkers’

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Prince Harry is taking heat for 
calling the First Amendment 
“bonkers” in a recent podcast 

interview.
The Duke of Sussex made 

the statement on Dax Shep-
ard’s “Armchair Expert” podcast 
while discussing what he called 
the media “feeding frenzy” that 
arose from his stay at Tyler Perry’s 
Beverly Hills mansion, the Daily 
Mail reported.

“I’ve got so much I want to 
say about the First Amendment 

as I sort of understand it, but it is 
bonkers,” Harry said, according to 
the report.

“I don’t want to start going 
down the First Amendment route 
because that’s a huge subject and 
one which I don’t understand 
because I’ve only been here a 
short time.

   “But, you can find a loophole 
in anything. You can capitalize 
or exploit what’s not said rather 
than uphold what is said,” Harry 
reportedly said.

Harry’s comments drew sharp 
criticism on Twitter from both 

Americans and Brits.
B r e x i t  l e a d e r  N i g e l 

Farage opined: “For Prince Harry to 
condemn the USA’s First Amend-
ment shows he has lost the plot. 
Soon he will not be wanted on 
either side of the pond.”

Meanwhile, Texas Rep. Dan 
Crenshaw said, “Well I just doubled 
the size of my Independence Day 
party.”

Another commenter wrote on 
Twitter, “Imagine being completely 
mystified by the idea that people 
have a right to speak their minds 
without fear of being arrested.”
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8 On the scene
Wendy Williams immortalized at Madame Tussauds Museum

By Audrey J. Bernard

On Monday, May 10, 2021, 
Wendy Williams achieved 
a major career milestone 

when her waxed image was added 
to the star-studded immortalized 
doppelgangers at Madame Tus-
sauds in New York City. Williams, 
who was surrounded by the staff 
from her popular eponymous day-
time talk show, marked another 
historic day in her life. Thrilled to 
bits, Williams expressed her joy 
with her special invited guests. “I’m 
so excited to be part of @madame-
tussaudsusa and glad that my son 
was with me on such a special day.”

Madame Tussauds spent hours 
to perfect her likeness which is 
spot on! The artists took 200 mea-
surements of the TV mogul and 
photographs of her from every 
angle to make sure every last detail 
was perfect. Williams was for once, 
speechless. She was stunned by 
the likeness.

She was awe-struck how de-
tailed Madame Tussauds was in 
creating her replica. “The hair [took] 
over five weeks of work. Every 
strand is inserted individually. Hu-
man hair, ethically sourced, of 
course,” Matthew Clarkson, the 
Head of Marketing Operations at 

Madame Tussauds USA, said on the 
show. “She’s got your signature ‘W’ 
necklace. As you know, we raided 
your closet for the jumpsuit and the 
Gucci shoes. And, a little Easter egg, 
the watch is set to 10:00 a.m., which 
reflects the time that her show 
airs.” There were no mistakes. Every 
detail was perfection personified.

And as her son Kevin Hunter 
Jr. looked on with unbridled pride, 
Williams complimented Madame 
Tussauds’ staff. “I think it’s wonder-
ful. You did a superb job. You got 
all the skin complexion, all the hair 
compilations, the eyebrows that I 
wear. … I want to thank my glam 
squad for working so hard with 
you guys and you guys being so 
accepting,” said Williams.

“We know times have been 
challenging for everyone and 
this new experience is designed 
to encourage guests to set aside 
the serious,” Madame Tussauds 
New York spokesperson Brittany 
Williams said in a statement. “We 
can’t wait to watch guests let loose 
and laugh as they step into the 
spotlight with Wendy.”

Following the unveiling of her 
lookalike wax figure at Madame 
Tussauds New York, the talk show 
host said in an interview that she 
was feeling “overwhelmed” about 
the accomplishment. “This is a 
big deal. I’ll go down in history!” 
she said while tearing up. What’s 
next? Mount Rushmore? (Photos 
by Getty Images)

Wendy Williams with her Madame Tus-
sauds New York wax doppelganger

Wendy Williams with her Madame Tus-
sauds New York wax doppelganger

Wendy Williams play interviews her Madame 
Tussands wax doppelganger

Wendy Williams’ son Kevin Hunter Jr. was on hand to honor his 
mother

Philadelphia small business owners are 
making a way through the pandemic

By David Miree, Head of 
Consumer and Small Business 

Banking Diverse Segments, 
Wells Fargo

Music professor Randy Gib-
son has helped genera-
tions of students find and 

polish their talent at his Gibson 
School of Music & Arts in Phila-
delphia, including singer Jazmine 
Sullivan and The Roots’ keyboardist 
Kamal Gray. This past year hasn’t 
been easy, but like countless other 
small businesses across Phila-
delphia and the U.S., Gibson has 
found a way to keep the school go-
ing, day after day, and the business 
is now celebrating its 26th year.

Owning a small business has 
never been for the faint of heart, 
and the pandemic coupled the 
typical stressors of business own-
ership with additional layers of 
financial risk and uncertainty. 
Yet somehow, in 2020 more than 
130,000 Pennsylvanian’s found a 
way to open new businesses, up 
26% from the previous year, ac-
cording to the U.S. Census.

Bravery, resilience, and sheer 
grit are all words that come to 
mind. If small business owners like 
Gibson are willing to put it all on 
the line, while simultaneously em-
ploying nearly 2.5 million Pennsyl-
vanians and 60 million Americans 
nationwide, how can we help them 
recover and rebuild even stronger?

The federal government took 
a momentous step in creating 
the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP), and later reconfiguring the 

program to ensure that Commu-
nity Financial Development Insti-
tutions (CDFIs), sole proprietors, 
and diverse entrepreneurs have 
more opportunities to apply for 
the funding. This has allowed us 
at Wells Fargo to help thousands 
of small businesses across the state 
keep more than 44,000 Pennsyl-
vanians at work through the pro-
gram. A significant portion of this 
population has been comprised 
of smaller and diverse-owned 
businesses, with more than 85% 
of Wells Fargo’s PPP applications 
coming from companies with 
fewer than 10 employees, and 40% 
of our PPP lending going to small 

businesses located in either LMI 
or Majority-Minority census tracts.

Wells Fargo has also invested 
$50 million in Black-owned Mi-
nority Depository Institutions, 
providing capital and technical 
assistance for Black and African 
American small business owners, 
individuals and homeowners.

But we know more support 
is needed for the smallest of the 
small business owners, and espe-
cially Black and African American 
entrepreneurs who have historical-
ly faced barriers to accessing capi-
tal and other resources needed to 
sustain and grow their business.

Gibson School of Music & Arts 

is one of the many small business-
es here in Philadelphia benefitting 
from Wells Fargo’s Open for Busi-
ness Fund, a roughly $420 million 
small business recovery effort 
created with the gross processing 
fees earned from the bank’s partic-
ipation in the PPP for loans made 
in 2020. A $5,000 grant from LISC 
Philadelphia, a CDFI and grantee of 
the Open for Business Fund, plus 
a PPP loan and adjustments to a 
virtual world has enabled Gibson 
to keep the lights on, the staff 
and teachers paid, and upgrade 
the school’s recording studio and 
concert hall on North Fifth Street.

As part of the Open for Busi-

ness Fund, Wells Fargo is providing 
grants to nonprofits, which can 
then provide low-cost capital and 
training to diverse entrepreneurs 
struggling the most. We’ve already 
provided roughly $10 million in 
grants to organizations in Pennsyl-
vania, with the majority of funding 
going to the City of Philadelphia to 
help businesses remain resilient 
and rebuild.

We know there isn’t a single 
program that will reverse the dam-
age this pandemic has inflicted on 
America’s small businesses, and 
we must continue to work across 
government, private and nonprofit 
sectors to identify bold, rapid solu-
tions. But our hope is the Open for 
Business Fund can serve as a blue-
print for how private sector entities 
can work with nonprofits to help 
make economic opportunities 
more inclusive for diverse-owned 
businesses.

Wells Fargo has also joined 
forces with the Greater Philadel-
phia Financial Services Leadership 
Coalition, a consortium of more 
than 20 financial institutions which 
is setting up a $100 million fund 
earmarked for loans and grants to 
local minority-owned businesses.

Thanks to the tireless work of 
local nonprofits who serve small 
business, we are beginning to 
see relief reach owners who have 
weathered seemingly-impossible 
odds. There is still more work to 
be done, and we hope other com-
panies and leaders in the private 
and public sectors will step in to 
join this critical effort. 
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The Community Energy Center, a cooperative with the National Newspaper Publishers Association and National Association of Hispanic Publications 
Media, will provide information and perspectives on the integral role of the energy sector in daily life for American families in a wide range of communities.

To learn more about how energy helps your  
community, visit CommunityEnergyCenter.org

America’s Pandemic Recovery  
Relies on Energy

Energy Workers And Company Leaders Are Supporting the COVID-19 Relief 
Support Effort:
• Providing supplies such as personal protective equipment (PPE);

• Philanthropic community efforts to provide fuel gift cards, sanitizers, clothing, face 
coverings, and meals to hospitals, fire and police departments throughout the U.S.;

• Supplying jet fuel at no cost to critical companies and airlines to transport PPE 
deliveries and restore air service to remote communities;

• Providing fuel discounts to first responders and others who serve 
their communities;

• Donating ultra-low temperature freezers to health organization to help keep 
vaccines at their required storage temperature.

COMMUNITY
ENERGY CENTER

ConocoPhillips heads diversity and 
inclusion efforts in oil, gas industry 

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire

With projections that half of 
its workforce will consist 
of minorities by 2040, the 

oil and gas industry has contin-
ued to recruit individuals of color, 
women, veterans, and groups 
that have been mainly underrep-
resented. 

At ConocoPhillips, Shawn 
Green and Maalika Moore-Thomas 
each take an optimistic approach 
to recruiting some of the best mi-
nority talent and minds. 

Green, the manager of global 
services and technology, and 
Moore-Thomas, the senior sup-
plier diversity coordinator, also 
keep a steady eye on diversity 
and inclusion with ConocoPhillips’ 
contractors and suppliers. 

“My day-to-day is basically 
working with our diverse sup-
pliers from various backgrounds 
– minorities, LGBTQ community, 
and veterans – to ensure that our 
supplier base is well-rounded and 
to make sure that we have those 
diverse suppliers that we contract 
within our oil and gas specific jobs, 

as well as our professional services 
jobs,” Moore-Thomas asserted. 

Green’s role is “to set the supply 
chain approach and strategy for 
automation, data analytics, and 
merchant technology,” he stated. 

“I’m ultimately accountable 
for the development approach 
for those programs that are under 
my purview.” 

Moore-Thomas added that 
ConocoPhillips and the industry 
continue to work toward a more 
inclusive environment that reflects 
different backgrounds, interests, 
and perspectives. 

Green concurred. 
“One of our major initiatives is 

ensuring we have suppliers for the 
variety of categories and sourc-
ing opportunities we have,” Green 
remarked. 

“ I t ’s  really about making 
sure that we have a line of sight 
to those opportunities and a pipe-
line to diverse suppliers.” 

Added Moore-Thomas, “The 
importance of diversity is not just 
talking points or conversation. We 
believe each person is account-
able for creating and sustaining 
an inclusive work environment. 

It’s important to have diversity in 
backgrounds, but it’s important 
to have diversity in thought and 
perspective at each table where 
decision making takes place.” 

Raised in a single-family home 
in Tampa, Florida, Moore-Thomas 
later attended The Ohio State Uni-
versity and earned two degrees in 
psychology and criminology.  

While working as a buyer for 
a small company, Moore-Thomas 
received a message from a Cono-
coPhillips manager that intrigued 
her enough to relocate to Houston 
eventually.  

“I became very interested in oil 
and gas through learning about 
how much this industry truly 
influences the way we work and 
live,” Moore-Thomas said. 

“I applied for the position and 
never looked back.” 

Green grew up in Houston, 
where he lived with his grand-
parents. 

He said his primary focus was 
acquiring an education.  

Green attended a magnet high 
school where engineers from Exx-
on often mentored him and other 
students.  

Green attended Tulane Univer-
sity, where he majored in chemical 
engineering, and he later received 
an MBA with finance and manage-
ment concentrations. 

Both Green and Moore-Thomas 
have pitched the industry to stu-
dents at historically Black colleges 
and universities, and they continue 
to encourage all minorities about 
oil and gas. 

“I have worked in this industry 
for 24 years, but my first exposure 
was in high school,” Green recalled.  

“Over the years, I think we’ve 
made steady strides in energizing 
folks to understand the industry 
more. I  know we have more work 

to do in having that awareness and 
outreach (regarding diversity and 
inclusion).” 

Moore-Thomas said “all hands 
are on deck” in creating a more 
diverse and inclusive industry. 

“[We are] figuring out how we 
can better task force, or diversify, 
the space,” she added. 

Green concluded that the in-
dustry is keen on developing pro-
grams and strategies to increase 
diversity in the workforce. 

“It’s a great time to be in the 
industry,” he exclaimed. 

“It’s a great time to be at the 
forefront of change. There will be 
a lot of opportunities.” 
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NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureHealth
Black physicians discuss benefits of medical marijuana
Editor’s note: This commentary is provided by the Medical Marijuana Education 
and Research Initiative (MMERI) of Florida A&MUniversity.

Dr. Genester Wilson-King is a 
board-certified gynecologist 
who started recommending 

medical marijuana treatments to 
her patients after Florida legalized 
it in 2016.

She’s one of the 2,500+ doc-
tors in the state qualified to order 
medical marijuana and low -THC 
cannabis for patients with quali-
fying conditions.

“I always looked for other ways 
of helping my patients outside of 
pharmaceuticals, especially the 
ones people take all the time, and 
in my research, I found and learned 
about cannabis,” she said.

“Many women’s health con-
ditions have multi-factorial com-
ponents, including mood, pain, 
difficulty sleeping and hormone 
imbalance. The capacity of canna-
bis to act as an anti-inflammatory 
agent, a muscle relaxant, a mood 
enhancer, a sleep remedy, and a 
pain reliever, all at the same time, 
makes it ideal for women’s health 
conditions.”

Launching of ACHEM
Dr. Wilson-King is among a grow-

ing number of Black physicians 
focused on helping people of color 
consider the therapeutic benefits 
of cannabis through the Cannabis 
Health Equity Movement and its re-
cently launched Association for Can-
nabis Health Equity and Medicine.

ACHEM (pronounced AyKem) 
is focused on educating health 
professionals and healers in a na-
tionwide effort to raise awareness 
about cannabis use in the health 
care treatment of Black, Indige-
nous and people of color (BIPOC), 
and to promote entrepreneurship 

and employment opportunities in 
the medical marijuana industry.

ACHEM was co-founded by 
Board Vice President Dr. Janice 
Knox, a nationally recognized en-
docannabinologist, speaker and 
authority on the subject of medical 
cannabis.

“We call ourselves endocan-
nabinologists because we really 
study the physiology of the body 
[i.e., the endocannabinoid system] 
first and then the pharmacology of 
cannabis to emphasize the correct 
clinical application,” said Dr. Knox, 
a board-certified anesthesiologist 
and co-founder of The American 
Cannabinoid Clinics in Portland, 
Ore.

“When I talk to a patient, I am 
looking at the disease process, 
thinking about which receptors 
involved in that process I need to 
target, and then what is the best 

cannabinoid that is going to work 
on that receptor.”

The receptors she’s talking 
about are found throughout the 
body and the endocannabinoid 
system, which Dr. Wilson-King 
describes as one of the most 
important physiological systems 
in establishing and maintaining 
human health.

“The endocannabinoid system 
is responsible for helping us to re-
lax, eat, and sleep. Cannabis works 
through the endocannabinoid 
system and utilizes such receptors 
as CB1 and CB2, plus some others, 
to affect change within the body,” 
Dr. Wilson-King explained.

Cannabis vs 
pharmaceutical

When comparing the use of 
medical cannabis versus some 
pharmaceutical medications, 

Dr. Angela “Kaya” Ledbetter, a 
board-certified emergency med-
icine physician in Houston, Texas 
and ACHEM board member, says 
it’s important to know that the 
safety profile of cannabis is better.

“It is a lot safer. Fortunately, 
cannabis has fewer side effects 
than a lot of other medications, 
which allows us the ability to ex-
periment a little bit and work with 
a patient to figure out what works 
best with them.

I definitely believe there are 
great things about our modern 
medical system that does wonders 
for people, but I also believe that 
when our modern medical system 
was developed it demonized a lot 
of natural treatments.”

Dr. Wilson-King added, “Can-
nabis is a medicine, but you can’t 
think of it like a pharmaceutical. A 
pharmaceutical is a single molec-

ular chemical that goes into the 
body to do a singular thing.

Cannabis is made up of mul-
tiple substances that go into the 
body and do a multitude of things. 
It is called ‘multiple mechanisms of 
action’, meaning it works in many 
different ways, and that is why can-
nabis can be so helpful for many 
different conditions.”

Removing the stigma
All three doctors hope the 

launch of ACHEM will help remove 
the stigma of medical cannabis use 
in the Black community.

“ACHEM is going to be very 
important for us to train clinicians 
and providers that look like us so 
we can change some of those old 
staunch beliefs in our community,” 
said Dr. Knox.

“I can tell you that when a Black 
patient saw my face, you could 
almost taste the relief that they 
had when I walked into the room. 
It’s a matter of trust.

If we can train more health care 
providers that look like us, explain-
ing the science and the physiology 
and the benefits to our people, I 
think they will receive it better.”

To learn more about Medical 
Marijuana as Medicine, visit mmeri.
famu.edu to watch MMERI’s Con-
versations on Cannabis Virtual 
Forum featuring Dr. Genester 
Wilson-King, Dr. Janice Knox and 
Dr. Angela “Kaya” Ledbetter on 
YouTube. For more information on 
medical marijuana, visit MMERI’s 
website at http://mmeri.famu.edu/

The post Black physicians dis-
cuss benefits of medical mari-
juana appeared first on Florida 
Courier.
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureCulture

Man opens Ohio’s first Black-owned breast 
cancer center honors his mother

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Ohio’s first Black-owned 
breast cancer center recently 
opened in Akron’s Kenmore 

neighborhood. Aws reported by 
WKYC. Lavar Jacobs wanted to start 
The Kim Jacobs Breast Cancer Cen-
ter, in honor of his 49-year-old moth-
er and best friend who tragically 
passed away from breast cancer in 
2009, so he took proactive measures 
to make his dream a reality.

According to WKYC, Jacob said 
that wearing pink in the month 
of October is a nice way to bring 
awareness to breast cancer, how-
ever, for folks who are affected by 

the disease, it’s a year-round battle. 
Jacobs also founded a nonprofit 
to help women and others who 
are impacted by the disease. Wigs, 
massages, therapy, help with their 
finances, help with insurance, the 
kids have a room where they can 
hang out while treatment is being 
received will be available at the 
center, according to WKYC.

“Not Just October, a nonprofit, 
501(c)(3) organization, was creat-
ed to expand the knowledge and 
resources available to breast can-
cer patients, survivors, and their 
supporters. We are dedicated to 
fostering a culture of encourage-
ment, advocacy, and total support.  

Through the promotion of educa-
tion and community engagement, 
we hope to improve the awareness 
around breast cancer and its effect 
on families around the world,” the 
website explains.

Through his vision of helping 
others who are affected by breast 
cancer in the community, Jacobs is 
honoring his late mother.

Instagram photo credit- @ 
notjustoctober

“I’ve always had the vision of 
the Kim Jacobs Breast Cancer Re-
source Center,” Lavar said to WYKC. 
“She didn’t get to do everything 
she had planned. She deserves 
more of a legacy.”

Naomi Osaka to start-up sports 
academy in Haiti, Los Angeles for girls

By Victor Omondi

Naomi Osaka took the world 
by storm when she clinched 
the title of the best ten-

nis player, ranked by the Wom-
en’s Tennis Association. Osaka has 
had a good run this year, and she 
seems like she isn’t stopping any-
time soon. The 23-year-old, who 
has perfected her tennis skills, 
has now set her eyes on helping 
other underprivileged young 
girls realize their potential in the 
world of sports.

Osaka, partnering with Nike 
and Laureus Sport for Good, 
launched Play Academy, which 
aims to increase the participation 
of young girls in sports activities.

“There are huge barriers that 
girls face in getting active. Some 
girls, especially those from mar-
ginalized communities, never 
even get the chance to play, “said 
Osaka while speaking to the Peo-
ple. “The more I learned about 
these barriers — through my work 
with Nike and Laureus Sport for 
Good – the more I felt determined 
to do something about it.”

Osaka spoke to People mag-
azine, stating her desire to help 
young girls, especially from the 
Black, Asian, and Latino communi-
ties, find their way in life through 
athletics.

“It started with conversations 
and it became this incredible pro-
gram working with community 
partners that are committed to 
leveling the playing field for girls,” 
she said.

The academy will provide as-
piring girl athletes with grants and 
capacity-building training. These 
academies, located in Haiti, Osa-
ka’s birth land, and Los Angeles, 
where she currently lives, will act 
as a hub for nurturing talent. She’s 
already running a successful Na-
tion Women’s Soccer League club 
that’s helping women to become 
professional football players.

“We believe that all kids — es-
pecially girls — deserve a chance 
to play, no matter where they 
come from or what they look like,” 
she said, adding, “The more we 
provide girls with opportunities to 
get active, the more opportunities 
we are giving them to become 
leaders in their communities.”

Play Academy will not only 
give young girls from humble 
backgrounds the opportunity to 
sharpen their athletic skills but 
will also “hire more female coaches 
and provide girls with education 
to help build up their confidence, 
self-esteem and leadership skills.”

The story behind 
Lionel Richie’s ‘Hello’

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Today, May 12, marks the 37th 
anniversary of the day in 
1984 when Richie recorded 

“Hello.” The song became his sec-
ond No. 1 from “Can’t Slow Down,” 
which was his second solo album 
since leaving The Commodores. It 
won the 1984 Grammy for “Album 
of the Year” and is still the big-
gest-selling album in the history 
of Motown Records.

But the song wasn’t just a 
magnet for ridiculous album sales 
and every major music award in 
1984. It also became the source of 
a copyright infringement lawsuit, 
and spawned a music video that 
had everyone confused, including 
Richie himself.

“Hello” is reportedly rooted in 
Richie’s shyness as a youngster, too 
introverted to talk to girls. In his 
head, he would tell them, “Hello, is 
it me you’re looking for?” Years later 
he decided to write a song using 
the line, but couldn’t quite make 
it work and gave up. Some time 
later, when record producer James 
Anthony Carmichael visited Richie, 
the singer jokingly greeted him 
with his childhood phrase, to 
which Carmichael replied, “Finish 
that song.”

Richie wrote the song for his 
self-titled 1982 solo debut album, 
but he left it off the final version, 
thinking it was too corny. His 
wife Brenda, however, loved it 
and insisted that he include the 
ballad on his next album, “Can’t 
Slow Down.”

That brings us to the music 
video, where Richie plays a teacher, 
Mr. Reynolds, who falls for his blind 
pottery student, Laura. The kicker 
is that she ends up crafting a clay 
model of her instructor’s head. “This 
is how I see you,” she tells him, while 
feeling his face. Richie complained 
to director Bob Giraldi that the 
storyline had nothing to do with 
the song’s lyrics. Giraldi, who also 
directed Michael Jackson’s “Beat 
It” video, reportedly replied, “You’re 
not creating the story, I am.”

Vanessa Bryant accepts Kobe 
Bryant Hall of Fame induction: 
‘You’re an all-time great’

Philadelphiaobserver.com

“You once told me, ‘If you’re 
going to bet on someone, bet 
on yourself.’ I’m glad you bet on 
yourself, you overachiever,” Ve-
nessa Bryant says about the late 
Kobe Bryant

Induction into the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame is a time 
for honorees to celebrate and 
reflect on their careers, however, 
Saturday’s ceremony was over-
whelmingly bittersweet.

The 2020 induction class 
stands out not only for its volume 
of high- profile players, but for the 
absence of one: Kobe Bryant.

With the death of the NBA su-
perstar in January 2020, fans were 
unable to hear his acceptance 
speech. Instead, his widow, Vanes-
sa Bryant, courageously stood in 
his place as he was enshrined with 
other basketball legends. Vanessa 
was accompanied by Kobe’s pre-
senter, friend and mentor, Michael 
Jordan. All inductees get to choose 
current Hall of Famers to present 
them into induction during their 
speech. Jordan was inducted in 
2009.

Vanessa delivered a grateful, 
stoic speech on behalf of her 
husband, who along with their 
daughter, Giana, and seven others 
were killed in a helicopter crash 
on Jan. 26, 2020. Vanessa was 
informed that Kobe was inducted 
for the class of 2020 in April 2020. 
She began last night’s speech by 

acknowledging Jordan.
“Last February, I called Mi-

chael and asked him if he would 
introduce Kobe tonight, and he 
graciously accepted. Thank you 
for being here, Michael,” she told 
Jordan as he stood by her side. 
“Kobe admired you. This means 
so much to us.”

She acknowledged everyone 
in her family’s circle who has been 
supported for her and Kobe’s three 
daughters, Natalia, Bianca and Ca-
pri.

“To all of our close friends and 
family who have been present for 
my girls and I, thank you,” Vanessa 
said. “That list is long, and it takes 
a village. But know that your 
kindness and love does not go 
unappreciated. I know that Kobe 
is thankful that you’re all coming 
through for his girls.”
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureInternational
Chinese Americans sent thousands 
of dollars to Proud Boys weeks 
before attack on the Capitol

By Victor Omondi

Details have emerged that donors of Chinese 
origin have been supporting the Proud Boys 
group known to have deep ties with the white 

supremacists.
The funds were raised to meet the medical costs 

for the members of the radical group who were in-
jured during December 2020 protests. Four people 
were stabbed close to Harry’s bar, a retreat joint that’s 
popular among members of the Proud Boys. The in-
cident took place after the group clashed with Antifa 
counter-protesters. The protesters had taken to the 
streets of Washington to contest the presidential 
election results.

Of the $106,107 that was raised through the Gi-
veSendGo fundraising website, about $86,000 was 
contributed by people from the Chinese community

   They justified their donations, stating that they 
saw the group as democracy supporters in the fight 
against communism. “You have to understand how 
we feel – we came from communist China and we 
managed to come here and we appreciate it here 
so much. The Proud Boys are for Trump and they are 
fighting Antifa, and can you see anything good that 
Antifa did except destroy department stores and 
small businesses?” said Rebecca Kwan, who donated 
$500 on Christmas day.

Ao Liu, another Chinese supporter, also thanked 
the group for fighting for their ‘freedom’ by donating 
$30.

The Proud Boys, an all-male organization formed 
in 2016, has been known to provide security at 
pro-America rallies while taking advantage of social 
unrest during protests and demonstrations by posing 

as Antifa members.
Following the January 6 Capital attack, at least 

21 members of Proud Boys have been indicted for 
the role they played in the attack that took place 
just weeks after they started receiving donations 
from the Chinese supporters.

Megan Squire, a university professor who tracks 
online extremists, noted the group’s reaction after 
Trump’s comment to them before he left office in 
September to “stand back and stand by.”

She said, “They were pro-Trump before this shout-
out, and they are absolutely over the moon now. 
Their fantasy is to fight Antifa in his defense, and he 
apparently just asked them to do just that.”

‘Smart and Cheeky’ 
Aboriginal boy teaches 
Australia a lesson

Philadelphiaobserver.com

A d o c u m e nt a r y  a b o u t  a 
10-year-old Aboriginal boy’s 
experience in school, In 

My Blood It Runs, has reignited a 
debate about Australia’s failure to 
give indigenous children a good 
education and a fair start in life.

“Listen carefully,” the teacher 
tells the class. “This one isn’t a sto-
ry, this is information, or non-fic-
tion – it’s fact.”

She’s holding up The Australia 
Book, a picture book from 1952, 
and reads: “In Botany Bay, Cook 
landed for the first time in a new 
country. Then he sailed up the 
coast, mapping as he went… On 
an island in Cape York he raised 
the English flag. And he claimed 
for the English country the whole 
of this new land.”

Dujuan Hoosan’s hand shoots 
up, but he doesn’t get the chance 
to speak.

Afterwards, the children have 
to find a list of words in the text 
and mark them with a high-
lighter. Dujuan, a 10-year-old 
Aboriginal boy, struggles a bit 
with the vocabulary, but he finds 
it even harder to recognise the 
story, because the history he has 
been taught by his elders is very 
different.

“That [lesson] was for white 
people, not for Aboriginals,” he re-
flects. “This man came on the ship 
and he was the first white man on 
Australia. The Aboriginal people 
told them to go and find another 
land, because this was their land. 
But people didn’t listen.”

Film-maker Maya Newell filmed 
the scene for her documentary, In 
My Blood It Runs – in which she fol-
lowed Dujuan at school for a year 
– and could feel his frustration.

“You imagine what it feels like 
to be essentially erased from his-
tory,” she says.

Religious violence 
spreads across Israel

Newyorkbeacon.com

Bat Yam, Israel — Religious vi-
olence unlike anything seen 
in decades has spread across 

Israel. CBS News correspondent 
Imtiaz Tyab reports that Jewish 
and Arab neighbors who’ve lived 
side-by-side for generations have 
started to turn on each other.

On Wednesday night an Ar-
ab-Israeli man was pulled from his 
car in the Tel Aviv suburb of Bat 
Yam and beaten unconscious by 
dozens of far-right Jewish Israelis.

The brutal attack, labelled a 
“lynching” by Israeli media, was 
broadcast live on TV. It was con-
demned by Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and the country’s 
chief rabbi.

“I think this is different from 
anything I’ve seen, and I’ve been 
living here for 24 years,” Tel Aviv 
resident Dahlia Scheindlin told 
CBS News. “I just want to point 
out that we’re all Israelis, so Jews, 
Arabs — we’re all Israelis.”

  Images of a horrifyingly sim-
ilar scene were posted on social 
media from Acre, in northern 
Israel, showing a Jewish-Israeli 
man allegedly being attacked by a 
group of young Palestinian Arabs.

“We had a nightmare of a night, 
a real riot by hundreds of Arab 
youths,” said Avraham Sagron, 

the rabbi of a nearby synagogue. 
“They came in masses, torched car 
after car, trash bins, broke windows 
and it was really dangerous to 
leave the house.”

People, homes, businesses and 
places of worship have all been 
targeted.

Just a few days ago the vio-
lence sweeping across towns and 
cities with mixed populations of 
Jews and Arabs was unthinkable, 
but the fear now across the region 
is that there may be much more 

to come.
The nightmare is being felt 

nowhere more acutely than in 
the Gaza Strip. The tiny, densely 
populated Palestinian territory 
controlled by the Hamas group 
has been pummeled by Israeli 
airstrikes for four days.

The strikes are wreaking havoc, 
while Hamas’ military wing and 
other Palestinian groups continue 
to fire rockets at Israel. More than 
1,000 were let loose on Wednesday 
night alone.
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By Victoria Horsford 

 ARTS/CULTURE
TV: Journalist Stephen Sat-

terfield hosts a four-episode 
Netflix show, HIGH ON THE HOG 
with Dr. Jessica Harris, prolific 
food and culture historian/
author. Show is based on Harris’ 
book of the same title, pub-
lished in 2011, which explores 
how African American cuisine 
has transformed America. The 
show’s launch date is May 26.

Colson Whitehead’s Pulitzer 
Prize winning novel, THE UN-
DERGROUND RAILROAD, set 
in antebellum America, circa 
1850, is a story about a physical 
railroad to freedom, employed 
by enslaved Africans, has been 
adapted to film by Amazon 
Prime, in a 10-part series, di-
rectred by MOONLIGHT creator 
Barry Jenkins. Series began 
streaming on May 14

THEATER: Woodie King, 
Jr is to Black theater what Barry 
Gordy is to Motown recording 
artists. King founded the New 
Federal Theatre, NFT, 50 years 
ago. During that time, he has 
been producer, director and 
the guiding light for multiple 
plays for theater and film. The 
NFT It was sanctuary and fin-
ishing school for scores of Black 
actors, playwrights, directors, 
many of whom are household 
names in theater, film and tele-
vision. NFT alum include Denzel 
Washington, ,Charles Fuller, 
Barbara Montgomery, Debbie 
Allen, Samuel Jackson, Ntozake 
Shange, Laurence Fishburne, 
Jackee Harry, Morgan Freeman, 
Anna Maria Horsford, Chadwick 
Boseman, and Ruby Dee. The 
King of American Black Theater 
is calling it a day and retires next 
month.

Phylicia Rashad, actress/
director and distinguished How-
ard University alumna, returns 
to HBCU life as the Dean of 
Howard’s College of Fine Arts, ef-

fective July 1. Propelled to fame 
from her TV portrayal of The Cos-
by Show’s Claire Huxtable. Later, 
she worked on Broadway in A 
Raisin in the Sun and garnered 
a coveted TONY Award.

Vy Higginsen’s Mama Foun-
dation For The Arts presents 
SING HARLEM LIVE, Episode 7, a 
free virtual gospel experience, 
starring the MFFTA teen choir, 
on May 23 at 4 pm ET. Regis-
tration is necessary. Log into 
Looped Live and go to Sing Har-
lem Sing or Visit SINGHARLEM.
COM/LIVE 

OUR TROUBLED WORLD
CONFLICTS: A year ago, the 

world had a common enemy, the 
coronavirus pandemic. Every-
where, people were quarantined, 
living in the unknown about 
how much devastation and for 
how long. Today, while most 
nation’s are recovering from the 
pandemic, two countries, Israel 
and Ethiopia are engaged in 
war games. The week-old Israeli/
Palestianian conflict dominates 
news cycles the world over. 
Israeli Jews and the Palestinians 
in Gaza under Hamas are at war. 
The Palestinians have launched 
rockets towards Israeli sites; 
and the Israelis retaliate with air 
strikes which have resulted in 
deaths of civilians, women and 
children. The Gaza Palestinians 
have experienced disproportion-
ately large numbers of fatalities. 
Neither side is ready to discuss a 
ceasefire. The intensity of the Pal-
estinian discontent eluded Israeli 
intelligence. The current warfare 
is the result of 1) Israeli soldiers 
going into a holy Mosque in 
Eastern Jerusalem on the last day 
of Ramadan, interrupting their 
services 2) banning Palestin-
ians youngsters from a popular 
gathering spot in East Jerusalem. 
The Biden White House says that 
he speaks with Israeli President 
Netanyahu speaks and Hamas 
leaders. Biden wants ceasefire 
but cannot persuade the warring 
sides. Hmm. The Israeli conflict 
between Jews and Palestinians 
date back to Biblical times. The 
two groups are brothers, both 
offspring of Abraham.

The six-month Ethiopian 
conflict barely gets media at-
tention because its borders 
are closed by the government. 
Ethiopia’s Central government 
is at war with the people of the 
Tigray in the country’s north-
ern region. The Tigray region is 
known as the cradle of Ethiopi-

an civilization. The Tigrayans are 
in crisis. The conflict has result-
ed in carnage, ethni cleansing, 
rape, starvation. Those who 
could escape are refugees in 
Sudan. Those unable to escape 
are being killed by Ethiopian 
soldiers or neighboring Er-
itreans who joined the killing 
fields of Tigray. What started this 
conflict? The Tigrayans domi-
nated Ethiopian government for 
almost 30 years until 2018. What 
started this conflict a military 
encounter between Central 
government and Tigrayans 
defense group. A Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed Ali has held that 
post since 2018. The Ethiopian 
conflict is comparable to the 
Israeli/Palestinian family rivalry.

AMERICA: Americans are 
alive with the sounds of spring 
music and the liberation that 
attends COVID vaccines.

THE NATION: What happened 
to President Biden’s nominee 
Kristen Clarke as Assistant At-
torney General for Civil Rights? 
Last week, her Senate Judiciary 
Committee vote ended in dead-
lock, 11-11, of course along party 
lines. Can nomination come out 
of committee so that the entire 
Senate can cast a vote, relying 
on a 50-50 split and with VEEP 
Kamala Harris’ vote.

Tishaura Jones was sworn in 
as mayor of St. Louis, Missouri on 
April 20, becoming the first Black 
woman to hold that office. She 
ran on a progressive platform. 
She was St. Louis Treasurer for 
8 years after serving in state 
legislature.

NEW YORK: New Yorkers are 
in zoom fatigue trying to follow 
the mayoral candidates and their 
platforms. This week Eric Adams 
leads the in the polls. Wonder if it 
has anything to do with crime in 
the city. He got an endorsement 

from politico eminence grise 
Congressman Charles Rangel. 
Yang is running second. Scott 
Stringer is running third, the sex 
harrassment accusation not-
withstanding. More attention is 
focused on ranked choice voting 
which about 20% of the elector-
ate understands. More than 20% 
of the voters admit that they ha-
ven’t made up their minds about 
their mayoral choice. 

NEWSMAKERS
GEMINI BIRTHDAY SHOUT 

OUTS to Carmelo Anthony; Roslyn 
Woods Cabbagestalk, RN; Naomi 
Campbell; Ice Cube; Sandra Epps, 
PhD/Fine Artist; Louis Gossett; for-
mer Cote Ivoire President Laurent 
Gbagbo; Dennis Haysbert; Lauryn 
Hill; Mia Destiny Horsford; Naomi 
Horsford, college coed; LaMar 
Kendrick; Divas Gladys Knight and 
Patti LaBelle; Aaron McGruder, 
writer/lecturer, cartoonist creator 
of The Boondocks; Mamadou 
Niang, TV/Film producer; Lionel 
Ritchie; Edgar Ridley, author of 
nonfiction book, “The Golden 
Apple: Changing The Structure of 

Civilization, Aftermath 3;” Octavio 
Spencer; Kai Sidberry; Ming Smith 
fine arts photog; Sherry Smith, 
Wall Streeter; Karen Soltau, real 
estate/film/tv producer; Pierre 
Thiam, restauranteur/author; 
Kanye West; actress Sundra Wil-
liams; Bob Tate, Harlem grandee/
griot; Franklin Thomas, former 
Ford Foundation President; and 
former Senegal President Abdou-
laye Wade.

RIP: Political trailblazer Aurelia 
Greene, 86, transitioned last week. 
A Bronx politico, she was elected 
to the NYS Assembly before being 
named Bronx Deputy Boro Pre. 

During her tenure as an Assembly 
member (1982 to 2009) she was the 
first woman to Chair the Banking 
Committee and the first African 
American appointed as Speaker 
Pro Tempore. She served as Bronx 
Deputy Boro Prexy from 2009 to 
2017. A Rutgers University gradu-
ate, she was married to Reverend 
Jerome Greene, in a loving union 
which produced two children. Her 
funeral will be held on May 20 at 
9 am at the Thessalonia Worship 
Center, located at 941 Rev. James 
Polite Avenue, Bronx, NY. Homego-
ing services can be viewed via live 
stream FACEBOOK LIVE.

Abiy Ahmed Ali

Tishaura Jones

Naomi Campbell Aurelia Greene

Jessica Harris

Woodie King

A Harlem-based management consultant, Victoria Horsford can be reached at Victoria.horsford@gmail.com

Subscribe Philadelphia Observer
405 Lexington Avenue, 26th Floor, New York, NY 10174.
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Ponder this!
May madness in Greenwood

By Hazel Rosetta Smith

In 1906, O. W. Gurley purchased 
40 acres of land in Tulsa, Okla-
homa and named it the Green-

wood District. Gurley did not keep 
his wealth to himself, he lent it to 
other Blacks to start their own 
businesses with Black salespeople 
and customers.

Following the oil boom of the 
early 20th century, wealthy Black 
doctors and lawyers and business 
owners thrived in the one-square-
mile Greenwood suburb that was 
nicknamed “Black Wall Street.” 
However, the prosperous black 
community became a source of 
widespread resentment in the 
surrounding white communities.

So, the story goes! On May 
30, 1921, a 19-year-old Black 
man named Dick Rowland was 
accused of sexually assaulting a 
17-year-old white girl in an ele-
vator. Accounts of the incident 
circulated among the city’s white 
community and Tulsa police ar-
rested Rowland.

A highly charged article “Nab 
Negro for Attacking Girl in an 
Elevator” appeared in the May 
31 edition of the Tulsa Tribune. A 
confrontation took place between 
Black and white armed mobs 
around the courthouse where 

Rowland was being held. Shots 
were fired and the outnumbered 
African Americans retreated to the 
homes in the Greenwood District.

In the early morning hours, 
Greenwood was attacked by 
white rioters shooting Black men 
in the streets, destroying prop-
erty, and burning down homes. 
They bombed businesses and 
looted buildings.

Thirty-five city blocks lay in 
ashes, more than 800 people were 
treated for injuries and historians 
believe as many as 300 people 
were killed. The governor declared 
martial law, and National Guard 
troops arrived in Tulsa to assist 
firemen. Residents of Greenwood 
were held at the Convention 
Hall and the Fairgrounds under 
investigation, some for as long as 
eight days.

In 2001, an official Race Riot 
Commission was organized to 
review the events that took 
place prior to and throughout 
the horrific hours that Green-
wood was burning. Members 
of the Race Riot Commission 
determined several details to 
be undeniable. “These are not 
myths, not rumors, not specu-
lations, they are the historical 
record.”

The following information 
comes from the 2001 Race Riot 
Commission Report: Black Tul-
sans had every reason to be-
lieve that Dick Rowland would 
be lynched after his arrest. His 
charges were later dismissed and 
highly suspect from the start. 
They had cause to believe that his 
personal safety, like the defense 
of themselves and their commu-

nity, depended on them alone. 
As hostile groups gathered and 
their confrontation worsened, 
municipal and county authorities 
failed to take actions to calm or 
contain the situation.

Monday, May 31, 2021 will be 
100 years since the burning of 
Greenwood in Tulsa, Oklahoma. It 
is Memorial Day celebrated across 
the nation to remember and honor 
those military personnel who died 
in service to their country.

Black residents of Tulsa today 
can remember their soldiers of 
fortune who succeeded in sharing 
their wealth for the betterment of 
their community. We remember 
“Black Wall Street,” was built with 
dignity and pride by Black peo-
ple. We remember not one of the 
criminal acts in the Greenwood 
attack was then or ever has been 

prosecuted or punished by gov-
ernment at any level.

Sarah Page, the white girl sup-
posedly a victim did not press 
charges, but the white community 
was determined to have its way. 
Jim Crow, jealousy, and white 
supremacy were in part the un-
derlying causes in what led up to 
the destruction and loss of life in 
May madness and malice in Green-
wood. And still, we rise!

[Hazel Rosetta Smith is a journal-
ist, playwright, and artistic director 
for HSTM-Help Somebody Theatrical 
Ministries and HRS-Hazel Rosetta 
Speaks! Retired former Women’s 
Editor and Managing Editor of the 
New York Beacon News and current 
columnist for Harlem Community 
News, Inc. Contact: misshazel@
twc.com]

Black Wall Street burned down

Celebrate the diversity that makes America, 
America. Add your photo to the true portrait of 

America at lovehasnolabels.com
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 Backed by American Standard’s 

140 years of experience
 Ultra low entry for easy 

entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

ATTORNEY

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To Significant Cash Award. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. For 
Information Call 877-225-4813

AUCTIONS
NYS SURPLUS REAL PROPER-

TY PUBLIC AUCTION: 11/8/19, 
335 Nashopa Road, Mamakat-
ing, NY, 3,767sf colonial, 3.26acs, 
5BR, 3.5baths, fin-bsmt, MINBID 
$249,000; Open House: 11:00am-
1:00pm, 10/15,10/23,11/1; ogs.
ny.gov/NYSStore 518-474-2195

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For 

Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your 
donation is 100% tax deductible. 
Call (917) 336-1254

FINANCE
Denied Social Security Dis-

ability? Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed 
SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help! Win or Pay Nothing! Strong, 
recent work history needed. 866-

979-0096 [Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH
A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 

over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-
977-3677

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-866-569-7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-855-579-8907

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 

EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 888-657-9488.

MISCELLANEOUS

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-
AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home 
repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

TV INTERNET PHONE
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-

nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 1-888-
609-9405

Get DIREC T V! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional 
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO 
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-977-7198 
or visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/
press

JOB: ADC-UCF-N92114C
DOCUMENT NAME: 3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd

DESCRIPTION: Aaliyah: Invest
BLEED: None

TRIM: 11.5" x 10.5"
SAFETY: None
GUTTER: None

PUBLICATION: Various Newspapers
ART DIRECTOR: Alan Vladusic 8-4572
COPYWRITER: Bruce Jacobson 8-3119
ACCT. MGR.: Sarah Blechner 8-4490

ART PRODUCER: Veronica Reo 8-3459
PRINT PROD.: Tom Stocks 8-3941

PROJ. MNGR.: Linda Holmes 8-4121
This advertisement prepared by Young & Rubicam, N.Y.

3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd

CLIENT: Advertising Council, Inc. TMG #: 3C71977 HANDLE #: 10 JOB #: ADC-UCF-N92114C BILLING#: ADC-UCF-Y91597
DOCUMENT NAME: 3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd PAGE COUNT: 1 of 1 PRINT SCALE: 100% INDESIGN VERSION: CS5
STUDIO ARTIST: KMS 6-9941 LAST SAVE DATE: 4-29-2013 3:16 PM CREATOR: Chapmans CREATION DATE: 4-17-2013 2:50 PM

DOCUMENT PATH: Macintosh HD:Users:sullivanke:Documents:2013 Work:April 2013:29 April 2013:3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd
FONT FAMILY: Champion (Featherweight), DIN Schrift (30640 Neuzeit Grotesk Bold Cond), Helvetica Neue (57 Condensed)
LINK NAME: 3B71817_ADC_g2_w_BW.tif, 3B71817_ADC_k3_grid_BW_w.ai, 3B71817_ADC_j2_BW_40_w.ai, ADCouncil_KO_yr1.eps, UNCF_tag_ko_yr1.eps
INK NAME:  Black

T:11.5"

T:10.5"

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO INVEST IN A GOOD THING.
Introducing Better FuturesTM—a whole new kind of investment with a greater 
return than money. When you invest, it helps kids go to college. Because 
a mind is a terrible thing to waste but a wonderful thing to invest in.TM 
Invest in Better Futures at UNCF.ORG/INVEST

©2013 UNCF
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Bleed: 14” (h) x 10” (w)

Trim: 14” (h) x 10” (w)

Live: 14” (h) x 10” (w)

Scale: 1”= 1”
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Client: Cricket Wireless

Job Number: P00306

Job Title: Authorized Retailer Print Ads

File Name: CRKT P00306 701 Authorized Retailer Print Ad 10x14.indd

File Format: InDesign CC 2018 13.1

Color/Media: 4C

Type/Unit: OOH - Bus King

Unit ID: None

Material Due Date: TBD

Insertion Date: TBD 
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Chief Creative Officers: None

Creative Director: None

Art Director: None

Copywriter: None

Print Producer: Jess Shay

Brand Managers: Micheal Story 

Project Manager: None
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Prepress Contact: None
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Ahhhhhhh.
That “be your own boss” feeling. 
Join the Cricket Authorized Retailer Network! 

Why Join?

Location, Location, Location:

• We have 4,800+ stores.

• 98% of them are independently owned  
and operated by Authorized Retailers.

Development and Expansion: 

• Cricket Wireless is one of the fastest-growing  
prepaid wireless companies.

• We now have over 9 million subscribers, which  
is double our subscriber base from 2014.

Cricket is looking for exclusive authorized retailers across 
the nation who want to be part of an extraordinary team. 
With nationwide coverage, unlimited talk & text, various 
data options, an exceptional lineup of smartphones, and 
no annual contract, we pride ourselves on providing a 
simple, delightful customer experience—and you can, too.

If you think you have the drive to be part of our amazing 
Cricket Authorized Retailer Team, contact us today!

Take the next step by contacting us at:  
becomeacricketdealer@cricketwireless.com

T:10”

T:14”
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