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Causes backlash against prosecutors who 
worked on the case, Page 3

Facebook’s recent ban of the 85-year 
old leader of the Nation of Islam 
drew calls for boycotts of Facebook, 
postings of Farrakhan that went viral 
and talk of creating an independent 
Black social media portal.   

“WHEN THEY 
SEE US”

The most-watched series 
on Netflix in the U.S 
since its premier
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Landmark legislation Landmark legislation 
would lower would lower 

prescription drug prescription drug 
costs.   costs.   

Once again

‘YOU JUST REALLY KILLED THAT MAN, BRO’

‘I CAN’T 
BREATHE’
Minneapolis Minneapolis 
policeman keeps his policeman keeps his 
knee on the neck of a knee on the neck of a 
motionless, helpless motionless, helpless 
and groaning George and groaning George 
Floyd, as bystanders Floyd, as bystanders 
plead for mercy. plead for mercy. 
A female yells,  
‘His nose is bleeding”
A male says,  
“You’re stopping his breathing”
Then finally,
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Bernie Sanders sole candidate 
to address the Black Press at 
national convention

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent

Every major newspaper and 
news organization in the 
country has labeled the 

Black vote crucial to success in 
the 2020 presidential election, 
and statistics show that African 
Americans are 60% more likely 
to utilize and trust print-related 
resources for information than 
the general public.

However, of the 24 candi-
dates seeking the Democratic 
nomination for president, Sen-
ator Bernie Sanders (I-VT ) is 
the only one that has agreed to 
address key influencers of the 
African American community 
— the Black Press of America 
— at the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s (NNPA) 
annual convention later this 
month in Cincinnati, Ohio.

It’s no secret that Sanders 
has work to do to get his cam-
paign message through to Afri-
can Americans. “We thought we 
could do respectably in South 
Carolina, and we got decimat-
ed,” Sanders said in a campaign 
memo released earlier this year 
in which he discussed losing the 
Black vote to Hillary Clinton in 
South Carolina.

Clinton won an astonishing 
86 percent of South Carolina’s 
Black voters in 2016.

“This is our revolution,” said 
Sanders, who will speak during 
the NNPA Convention’s Lifetime 
Legacy Award Black Tie Gala, Fri-
day June 28that 7:30pm at The 
Westin Cincinnati Hotel. Also 
in attendance will be former 
Ohio State Senator Nina Turn-
er, a key surrogate for Sander’s 
2016 campaign and co-chair of 
his current campaign for the 
Democratic nomination and 
presidency.

The NNPA represents Black-
owned newspapers with mil-
lions of weekly readers across 
the country, including major 
markets l ike New York,  Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Wash-
ington, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Houston, Dallas, 
Baltimore, Chicago and all of the 
nation’s “swing” states.

“You’ve got to win Black 
voters to win the primary,” Law-
rence Moore, a former Sanders 
delegate to the Democratic 

National Convention, told NBC 
News.

“It took [Sanders] a while to 
grow into and learn the issues, 
but he’s willing to listen and 
understand, unlike other poli-
ticians,” Moore said.

I n  a  pol l  commissioned 
by The Black Economic Alli-
anceand conducted by Hart 
Researchand Brossard Research, 
Sanders currently trails former 
Vice President Joe Biden among 
Black voters.

The poll, which measured 
how enthusiastic Black voters 
are about the Democratic presi-
dential candidates, showed that 
76 percent of respondents said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Biden; 64 percent said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Sanders who finished 
ahead of Sens. Kamala Harris 
of California (53 percent) and 
Cory Booker of New Jersey (43 
percent).

African Americans surveyed 
said affordable healthcare, col-
lege and the creation of more 
jobs with good benefits, were 
most important.

Sanders has openly reached 
out to African American leaders 
like NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson and others, where 
he’s discussed the economic 
climate, voter suppression, 
jobs and other issues facing the 
Black community.

In addition to Sanders’ cam-
paign office, NNPA Newswire has 
contacted each of the remaining 
24 Democratic presidential can-
didates for comment, including 
Biden, Harris, Booker, and Texas’ 
Beto O’Rourke, Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren and Kirsten Gillibrand.

“The path to economic se-
curity is rocky for families in 
America but that path is even 
rockier for Black families who 
have stared down decades of 
government sponsored dis-
crimination and institutional 
racism,” Sen. Warren told NNPA 
Newswire in an email.

“ This campaign is about 
making our government and 
our economy work for everyone 
and Black Americans will be on 
the frontlines of that conversa-
tion. The Black Press of America 
and its journalists are an inte-
gral part of how we make our 
democracy work,” Warren said.

Democrats hold hearing 
on white supremacy
The House Oversight subcommittee on 
civil rights and civil liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Supremacy: Adequacy 
of the Federal Response,” reportedly is 
the latest effort by Democrats to spotlight 
ways they say the Trump administration 
has systematically cut back on resources 
used to address threats from domestic 
extremists even as the FBI has reported a 
30 percent to 40 percent rise in domestic 
terrorism cases just since October.

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia

House Democrats on Tues-
day, June 4, grilled officials 
from the FBI and Depart-

ment of Homeland Security 
during a hearing focusing on 

how the Trump administration 
is addressing the growing threat 
of violent white supremacist 
groups.

The House Oversight Sub-
committee on Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Suprem-
acy: Adequacy of the Federal 

Response,” reportedly is the 
latest  effor t  by Democrats 
to spotl ight ways they say 
the Trump administration has 
systematically cut back on re-
sources used to address threats 
from domestic extremists even 
as the FBI has reported a 30 
percent to 40 percent rise in 
domestic terrorism cases just 
since October.

The hearing included FBI 
Assistant Director for Coun-
terterrorism Michael McGar-
rity, FBI Deputy Assistant Di-
rector for Criminal Investiga-
tions Calvin Shivers and DHS 
assistant secretary Elizabeth 
Neumann.

Democratic committee mem-
bers have said they would press 
those members of Trump’s cab-
inet on their “budgets and al-
locations of personnel, data 
collection practices, and strategic 
plans” to address threats from 
white supremacists.

Jobless Rate Increases for Black Men
By Frederick H. Lowe, 

NorthStarNewsToday.com

(TriceEdneyWire.com)–It was 
a new month for jobs data and 
things had gotten worse for 
Black men.

Businesses added 98,000 jobs 
in March, lower than predicted, 
and black men 20 years old and 
older continued to suffer from 
the nation’s highest unemploy-
ment rate.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics reported that the jobless 
rate for black men in March was 
8.2 percent up from 7.8 percent 

in February.
This compares with a March 

jobless rate of 3.6 percent for 
white men, down from 3.8 per-
cent February.

The March jobless rate for 
Hispanic men was 4.5 percent, 
down from 4.6 percent in Feb-
ruary.

There wasn’t any comparable 
data for Asian men 20 years old 
and older. Overall, Asians have 
the nation’s lowest jobless rate 
of 3.3 percent.

Nationwide, employment in-
creased in professional business 
services and mining services but 

the retail trade lost 30,000 jobs.
America’s unemployment rate 

declined to 4.5 percent, a drop of 
0.2 percentage points.
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Almost two-thirds of new 
coronavirus diagnoses 
reported in just four countries

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Tedros Adhanom-Ghebreye-
sus, director-general of the 
World Health Organization, 

on Wednesday said that more 
cases had been reported to the 
agency in the last 24 hours than 
any time since the novel corona-
virus outbreak began.

“We still have a long way to go 
in this pandemic,” Tedros said at a 
briefing in Geneva. “In the last 24 
hours, there have been 106,000 cas-
es reported to WHO – the most in a 
single day since the outbreak began. 
Almost two-thirds of these cases 
were reported in just four countries.”

Those four countries, WHO 
infectious disease epidemiologist 
Maria Van Kerkhove confirmed to 
CNN in an email, are: the United 
States, Russia, Brazil and India.

   It is important to note: There 
can be delays in reporting at 
many points in the process, so this 
single-day record does not mean 
that these 106,000 people were 
infected, tested or counted in the 
last 24 hours.

CNN exclusively relies on Johns 
Hopkins University for its case 
and death counts, but the world’s 
preeminent health agency mak-
ing this announcement today is 
newsworthy.

CDC officials say decisions made 
by the White House have worsened 
effects of the pandemic

Philadelphiaobserver.com 
(CNN)

In the early weeks of the US 
coronavirus outbreak, staff 
members in the U.S. Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 
had tracked a growing number 
of transmissions in Europe and 
elsewhere, and proposed a global 
advisory that would alert flyers to 
the dangers of air travel.

But about a week passed be-

fore the alert was issued publicly 
— crucial time lost when about 
66,000 European travelers were 
streaming into American air-
ports every day.

The delay, detailed in docu-
ments obtained by CNN, is the 
latest example to emerge of a 
growing sense of disconnect 
between the CDC and the White 
House.

In interviews with CNN, CDC 
officials say their agency’s ef-

forts to mount a coordinated 
response to the Covid-19 pan-
demic have been hamstrung by 
a White House whose decisions 
are driven by politics rather than 
science.

The result has worsened the 
effects of the crisis, sources in-
side the CDC say, relegating the 
73-year-old agency that has tradi-
tionally led the nation’s response 
to infectious disease to a support-
ing role.

Millions of US farm 
animals to be culled by 
suffocation, drowning and 
shooting

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Mo r e  t h a n  1 0  m i l l i o n 
hens are estimated to 
have been culled due to 

Covid-19 related slaughterhouse 
shutdowns. The majority will have 
been smothered by a water-based 
foam, similar to fire-fighting foam, 
a method that animal welfare 
groups are calling “inhumane”.

The pork industry has warned 
that more than 10 million pigs 
could be culled by September for 
the same reason. The techniques 
used to cull pigs include gassing, 
shooting, anaesthetic overdose, or 
“blunt force trauma”.

In “constrained circumstanc-
es”, according to the American 
Veterinary Medical Association 
(AVMA), techniques [pdf ] might 
also include a combination of 
shutting down pig barn ventilator 

systems with the addition of CO2 
so the animals suffocate.

The ‘depopulation’ comes de-
spite food banks across the US 
reporting unprecedented demand 
and widespread hunger during 
the pandemic, with six-mile-long 
queues for aid forming at some 
newly set up distribution centres.

The American meat supply chain 
has been hit hard by the closure of 
slaughterhouses, due to Covid-19 
infection rates among workers. 30 to 
40 plants have closed, which means 
that in the highly consolidated US 
system beef and pork slaughtering 
capacity has been cut by 25% and 
40% respectively, according to 
the United Food and Commercial 
Workers (UFCW).

The closures have meant that 
animals cannot be killed for food 
and many must instead be culled, 
or “depopulated” at home.

US travel- ban for Brazil begins
Philadelphiaobserver.com

President Donald Trump has 
issued a proclamation sus-
pending entry into the US 

for any individual who has been in 
Brazil within 14 days immediately 
preceding their arrival.

The new travel suspension 

begins May 26 at 11:59 p.m. ET.
It’s aimed at limiting the spread 

of coronavirus coming into the US 
from Brazil, the country with the 
second-most cases worldwide, 
according to Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity.

The proclamation reads in part, 
“I have determined that it is in the 

interests of the United States to 
take action to restrict and suspend 
the entry into the United States, as 
immigrants or nonimmigrants, of 
all aliens who were physically pres-
ent within the Federative Republic 
of Brazil during the 14-day period 
preceding their entry or attempt-
ed entry into the United States.”
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Hundreds demand justice 
in Minneapolis after police 
killing of George Floyd

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Police and protesters clashed 
in Minneapolis on Tuesday 
evening following a demon-

stration at the intersection 
where George Floyd was killed in 
an altercation with several police 
officers the day before.

Hundreds of protesters gath-
ered in the city on Tuesday eve-
ning to demand justice after 
Floyd, who was African American, 
was killed when a white Minne-
apolis police officer knelt on his 
neck as he lay on the ground 
during an arrest. Footage of the 

incident showed Floyd shouting 
“I cannot breathe” and “Don’t 
kill me!”

A large and diverse crowd had 
gathered at the start of the protest, 
with some carrying signs reading 
“I can’t breathe” and “Jail killer 
KKKops” and chanting “Prosecute 
the police.” Activists had blocked 
traffic for several blocks in every 
direction, and the crowd spilled 
out into the streets. . News chop-
pers hovered over-head and TV 
camera operators had found their 
way on to the roof of the building 
across the street from where pro-
testers spoke.

The Twin Cities have seen 
several consecutive years of pro-
tests against police killings of 
black men, and in one case, an 
unarmed white Australian woman, 
but the gathering Tuesday was 
one of the largest the metro area 
has ever seen.

When asked why they had 
come, most people spoke about 
the need for police accountability, 
before inevitably turning to re-
membering Floyd’s unheeded final 
pleas. “It could have been my son. 
It could have been me. It shouldn’t 
be,” said a protester carrying a sign 
saying, “Lock them up”.

Norma McCorvey, plaintiff in 
Roe. v. Wade, said she was paid to 
speak against abortion

(CNN) 

Norma McCorvey, the anon-
ymous plaintiff in the 1973 
US Supreme Court case Roe 

v. Wade, says in a new documenta-
ry that she became an anti-abor-
tion activist because she was 
being paid.

The documentary “AKA Jane 
Roe” is set to premiere Friday on 
FX and gives viewers an inside 
look into McCorvey’s journey from 
abortion rights plaintiff and advo-
cate to anti-abortion campaigner.

Before her death in 2017, 
McCorvey told the film’s director 
that she hadn’t changed her 

mind about abortion, but told 
the director she said what she was 
paid to say.

“I was the big fish,” McCorvey 
says in the documentary. “I think it 
was a mutual thing. … I took their 
money and they’d put me out in 
front of the cameras and tell me 
what to say.”

Norma McCorvey (left) and her 
attorney Gloria Allred stand near 
the Supreme Court in 1989.

McCor vey became wel l -
known as Jane Roe in the case 
that legalized abortion in the 
United States. She was pregnant 
when the case was filed and gave 
birth to a girl who was given up 

for adoption.
In the aftermath of the case, 

McCorvey worked in women’s 
clinics but switched sides in 1995. 
She became a Christian, joined 
anti-abortion activists and started 
an outreach group called Roe No 
More that was dissolved in 2008.

In the documentary, the Rev. 
Rob Schenck, an evangelical 
minister who worked closely with 
McCorvey, said she was “coached 
in what to say” and was paid be-
cause there was concern that she 
“would go back to the other side.”

“What we did with Norma was 
highly unethical. The jig is up,” 
Schenck said in the documentary.

Warren pivots on 
‘Medicare for All’ in bid 
to become Biden’s VP

Philadelphiaobserver.com

In the thick of primary season, 
Elizabeth Warren and Joe Biden 
brawled over “Medicare for All”: 

He called her approach “angry,” 
“elitist,” “condescending”; she shot 
back, anyone who defends the 
health care status quo with indus-
try talking points is “running in the 
wrong presidential primary.”

Six months later, with Biden the 
presumptive Democratic nominee 
and Warren in the running for VP, 
she is striking a more harmonious 
chord.

“I think right now people want 
to see improvements in our health 
care system, and that means 
strengthening the Affordable 
Care Act,” she told students at the 
University of Chicago’s Institute 
of Politics this week, while adding 
that she still wants to get to single 
payer eventually.

The shift is the latest public 
signal Warren has sent Biden’s way 
in recent weeks that she wants the 
job of vice president — and wants 
Biden to see her as a loyal gov-
erning partner despite their past 
clashes, which go back decades.

   Warren’s policy-centered, 
team-player pitch is counting on 
Biden caring more about Jan. 20 
than Nov. 3, when he makes his 
vice- presidential pick. In other 
words, that the current crisis has 
elevated governing concerns 
above political ones — and that 
the times call for someone with 
her policy chops and, yes, plans.

The Massachusetts senator has 
fired off a barrage of proposals 
as well as more than 80 Covid-19 
oversight letters since January. 
She drew praise from Biden him-
self for her questioning of Treasury 
Secretary Steve Mnuchin at a 
Senate hearing this week. She and 
Biden co-wrote an op-ed focused 
on oversight of coronavirus relief, 
and one of her top policy aides 
recently was appointed to serve on 
the congressional panel charged 
with that work.

Warren and Biden’s policy 
teams have also been working 
closely together particularly on 
economic policy, according to 
sources in both camps. Her team 
has distinguished itself among his 
advisers on that front.

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

WWE Superstar
Roman Reigns and 
daughter Joelle



Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a 

O
bs

er
ve

r 
• M

ay
 2

8 
– 

Ju
ne

 3
, 2

02
0 

• P
hi

la
ob

se
rv

er
.c

om

4

4
10 years old, tearful, confused after a sudden deportation

Philadelphiaobserver.com

The last time Sandra Rodrí-
guez saw her son Gerson, 
she bent down to look him 

in the eye. “Be good,” she said, in-
structing him to behave when he 
encountered Border Patrol agents 
on the other side of the river in 
the United States, and when he 
was reunited with his uncle in 
Houston.

The 10-year-old nodded, giv-
ing his mother one last squinty 
smile. Tears caught in his dimples, 
she recalled, as he climbed into a 
raft and pushed out across the Rio 
Grande toward Texas from Mexico, 
guided by a stranger who was also 
trying to reach the United States.

Ms. Rodríguez expected that 
Gerson would be held by the 
Border Patrol for a few days and 
then transferred to a government 
shelter for migrant children, from 
which her brother in Houston 
would eventually be able to claim 
him. But Gerson seemed to dis-
appear on the other side of the 
river. For six frantic days, she heard 

nothing about her son — no word 
that he had been taken into cus-
tody, no contact with the uncle 
in Houston.

   Finally, she received a pan-
icked phone call from a cousin in 
Honduras who said that Gerson 
was with her. The little boy was 
crying and disoriented, his rela-
tives said; he seemed confused 
about how he had ended up 
back in the dangerous place he 
had fled.

Parents and guidance coun-
selors worry about young peo-
ple who were already experienc-
ing soaring rates of depression, 
anxiety and suicide before the 
pandemic.

Hundreds of migrant children 
and teenagers have been swiftly 
deported by American authorities 
amid the coronavirus pandem-
ic without the opportunity to 
speak to a social worker or plea 
for asylum from the violence in 
their home countries — a reversal 
of years of established practice 
for dealing with young foreigners 
who arrive in the United States.

Michael Cohen to be 
released, will serve 
remaining prison time at 
home

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Cohen will be released on 
furlough while he com-
pletes the process of being 

moved to home confinement, the 
person said.

Cohen was serving a three-
year sentence in New York af-
ter pleading guilty to lying to 
Congress, tax charges and two 
campaign finance charges for 
facilitating hush money payments 
to two women who alleged affairs 
with Trump. Trump has denied 
having affairs with the women.

The Wall Street Journal was 
first to report on Cohen’s im-
pending release. Cohen’s lawyers 
did not respond to requests for 
comment.

Cohen’s shift to home con-
finement comes as the Justice 
Department and the Bureau of 
Prisons have released scores 
of nonviolent and vulnerable 
inmates early as the pandemic 
grew in the corrections system. 
Across federal and state prisons, 
thousands of inmates have test-
ed positive for the virus — many 
of whom showed no symptoms 
when they were infected.

As a result, Cohen and dozens 
of other inmates at Otisville were 
placed in quarantine after being 
notified that they would be re-
leased and serve the remainders 
of their sentences in home con-
finement.

Cohen had anticipated being 
released earlier this month but 
his release was delayed as the 
agency’s conditions for early 
release amid the pandemic were 
narrowed.

The Bureau of Prisons at first 
released guidelines that called 

for prisoners to have served 
at least half of their sentence 
to be considered for potential 
release.

But days later, BOP reversed 
that guidance, saying they would 
prioritize inmates for release who 
had served more than 50% of 
their sentence or have served 25% 
of their sentence with less than 
18 months left, without making 
it a hard-and-fast requirement, 
according to an internal memo 
obtained by CNN.

Still, Trump had been irked by 
reports that Cohen was going to 
be released early due to the pan-
demic, multiple people familiar 
with the President’s thinking 
previously told CNN.

Cohen had been a vocal sur-
rogate for Trump during the 2016 
presidential campaign, often 
sparring with reporters and ap-
pearing on television to support 

his longtime client. But when 
pleading guilty, he implicated the 
President, telling a federal judge 
that he had made the payments 
“in coordination with and at the 
direction of” Trump, who prose-
cutors identified in court filings 
as “Individual 1.”

The charges against Cohen 
punctuated a climactic end to 
a months-long investigation by 
the US Attorney’s Office for the 
Southern District of New York, 
which exposed that he had acted 
with Trump and his allies, includ-
ing David Pecker — the CEO of 
the National Enquirer’s publisher, 
American Media Inc. — to sup-
press potentially damaging claims 
against the now-President.

His early release comes in 
the middle of Trump’s reelection 
campaign and as the President is 
facing his greatest test: handling 
the pandemic.

There’s been a third 
arrest in the killing of 
Ahmaud Arbery

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Georgia authorities have 
arrested a third man in con-
nection to the death of 

Ahmaud Arbery, the young black 
man who was shot dead in broad 
daylight while jogging in a white 
suburban neighborhood earlier 
this year.

On Thursday afternoon, the 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
announced the arrest of William 
“Roddie” Bryan Jr. 50, who caught 
the last moments of Arbery’s 
life on his cellphone. He’s being 
charged with felony murder and 
criminal attempt to commit false 
imprisonment.

The 30-second video taken by 
Bryan shows 25-year-old Arbery 
running down the street and 
encountering ex-cop Gregory 
McMichael, 64, and his son Travis 
McMichael, 34, both white. The 
McMichaels have claimed that 
they suspected Arbery of commit-
ting burglaries in the neighbor-
hood and decided to pursue him. 
They claimed that Arbery attacked 
Travis upon confrontation, and in 
response, the younger McMichael 
opened fire, shooting him three 
times, twice in the chest.

   The release of the video in 
late April sparked protests and 
jump-started the case, which had 
been stalled since February with 
no arrests. But as the weeks wore 
on, questions about Bryan’s role in 
the shooting and calls for his arrest 
started to mount.

Civil rights lawyer S. Lee Meritt 
has argued that Bryan assisted 
the McMichaels in their pursuit of 
Arbery and “corralled” him. “We are 
going to continue to push for the 
arrest of William Bryan for recording 
and participating in the ambush 
of Ahmaud Arbery,” S. Lee Merritt, 
one of the attorneys for Arbery’s 
family, told CNN’s Don Lemon.

But the lawyer representing 
Bryan says his client should be 
credited with drawing attention 
to Arbery’s case through the video.

“Without Roddie Bryan, there 
would be no video of the shoot-
ing of Ahmaud Arbery,” Kevin 
Gough, Bryan’s lawyer, wrote in a 
statement, according to the New 
York Times. “Without that video 
there would be no case. Without 
purporting to speak for the pros-
ecution, as that would not be my 
place, we believe Mr. Bryan is not 
just a witness for the prosecution 
but a key witness.”
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“I want my daughter to see how strong
women create their own future in retirement.”

Visit AceYourRetirement.org/Shero for:
   • 3-minute online chat with a digital retirement coach 
   • Free personalized roadmap based on your retirement goals 
   • Free tips to start boosting your retirement savings now
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JAXJAZZ, JAXJAZZ, JAXJAZZ
By Miles Jaye, Staff 

Writer, Texas Metro News

“When I hear jazz festi-
vals I think of great 
singers like Ella, Eck-

stein, Sarah, Nat and Natalie Cole, 
and Nancy Wilson. As much as 
I love Gladys, her name doesn’t 
come to mind. She is this year’s 
Jacksonville Jazz Festival head-
liner…”

I’ve listened to jazz music all 
my life. I was raised on the greats: 
Satchmo, Duke, Count, Bird, Diz, 
Monk and of course, Miles. I 
cherish the contributions of these 
giants to American culture, and 
the original content we export 
across the globe. It is truly and 
uniquely American!

When I hear jazz festivals I 
think of great singers like Ella, 
Eckstein, Sarah, Nat and Na-
talie Cole, and Nancy Wilson. As 
much as I love Gladys, her name 
doesn’t come to mind. She is this 
year’s Jacksonville Jazz Festival 
headliner.

I made no bones about Ms. 
Knight singing the National An-
them earlier this year at the Super 
Bowl. Her prerogative. But to bill 
her as “Jazz” is just wrong on so 
many levels. The headliner issue 
is no more than a point of interest 
in the grand scheme of things. 
There are bigger issues at play. 
I recently received a copy of a 
very interesting letter requesting 
cancellations by artists already 

booked for the event.
Here is an excerpt:
“Good afternoon, I am writing 

today in regard to your upcom-
ing performance at the Jackson-
ville Jazz Festival. Jacksonville is 
honored that you have agreed 
to do a show at this wonderful 
annual event. Jacksonville has 
been making great strides to 
become a hub for the perform-
ing arts, and events like this are 
a joy to see in our beautiful city. 
However, Jacksonville is marred 
with the stains of ages-old white 
supremacist values.

“The city has two confeder-
ate monuments and countless 
schools, streets and a park dedi-
cated to celebrating the treacher-
ous and racist acts of the confed-
erate states. A number of citizens 
in Jacksonville have banded 
together for years to endeavor 
to rid the city of the monuments 
and change school names.

“I am sure you are well aware 
of the national “Take ‘Em Down” 
campaign. As a representative of 
“Take ‘Em Down Jax” I am writing 
to urge you to use your celebrity 
status to assist in this effort.

“You are scheduled to per-
form in Hemming Plaza but what 
you may not be aware of is that 
towering above the park is a con-
federate monument. In addition, 
Hemming Plaza was the site of a 
horrific incident known as “Axe 
Handle Saturday” during the civil 
rights movement.

“I am writing to request that 
you do one of two things. It 

would make a very big impact in 
this campaign if you would agree 
to pulling out of the Jazz Festival 
and informing the organizers 
that you will not perform in the 
shadow of white supremacy.

“If you feel that you are unable 
to pull out of the show altogether, 
I would like to request that you 
make mention of the monument 
and tell Jacksonville that it needs 
to come down during your perfor-
mance and post to social media 
using hashtag #TakeEmDownJax.

“Thank you for your time and 
I await your response.”

In the interest of full disclo-
sure, I have my own personal 
concerns with the so-called Jazz 
Festival. I mentioned my lifelong 
love affair with jazz. However, I 
omitted the fact that I am also 
a formally-trained jazz musician, 

with a career of my own spanning 
40+ years.

I am a well-known, well-re-
spected, national recording artist, 
residing in the Jacksonville area, 
and while I have received prom-
ises and assurances — from City 
Hall officials to the event organiz-
ers — that I would be called to 
perform for my new hometown, 
I have never received such a call.

In fact, I’ve lived in Jackson-
ville for three years and have 
never been called for the Jazz 
Festival. It’s either paranoia or I’m 
“on the list” — more commonly 
known as being “Black-Balled.”

I do believe the individuals 
who book these events have 

every right to secure whatever 
talent they deem appropriate 
and sufficiently popular, after-all, 
there is a great deal of subjec-
tivity to any booking scenario. 
However, it begins to look as 
though politics has played more 
than a minor role in the selection 
process over the years.

Having played festivals in 
various parts of the world, other 
than a matter of principle and fair 
play, I have no vested interest in 
this particular festival.

Finally, given the opportunity, 
I could provide a dozen or more 
names of world-renowned, au-
thentic jazz players and singers 
who would be perfectly suitable 
for the event, and since revenue 
from tickets sales is not a factor 
in a free event, subjectivity or 
the perception of their popularity 
would not come into question. 
It would simply be a great event 
celebrating a wonderful Ameri-
can art form.

Mayor Dyer, Chief Mina accused of excessive 
force in lawsuit: What has changed?

By Roger Caldwell, NNPA 
Newswire Contributor

“Video of Noel Carter’s 
arrest, which was cap-
tured by a resident in 

an Orange Avenue apartment 
and by security cameras outside 
the Orlando Sentinel’s office, 
drew widespread criticism of the 
officers’ use of force. The footage 
showed Cruz and Mays kicking 
Carter as he lay on a sidewalk,” 
says Tess Sheets – reporter of the 
Orlando Sentinel.

Dyer and Mina “supported, 
justified, condoned, and oth-
erwise ratified” Orlando police 
officers David Cruz’s and Charles 
Mays’ actions through the agen-
cy’s use of force policy and failing 
to discipline officers for such in-
cidents, the suit claims. Excessive 
force was the policy that Mayor 
Buddy Dyer and then Chief John 
Mina, who is now the Sheriff of 
Orange County, Fla, condoned 
in the Orlando Police Depart-
ment. The Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement investigation 

“covered up” the Departments’ 
actions.

During an arrest in 2015 of bank 
department executive, Noel Carter, 
who happens to be a Black man 
was viciously and brutally beaten 
along Orange Avenue early in 
the morning. This gentleman was 
kicked, pepper sprayed, beaten 
and stunned multiple times with 
a Taser by two Orlando police offi-
cers David Cruz and Charles Mays.

“Video of Carter’s arrest, which 
was captured by a resident in an 
Orange Avenue apartment and 
by security cameras outside the 
Orlando Sentinel’s office, drew 
widespread criticism of the of-
ficers’ use of force. The footage 
showed Cruz and Mays kicking 
Carter as he lay on a sidewalk,” 
says Tess Sheets – reporter for the 
Orlando Sentinel.

It was obvious that Mayor 
Dyer and Chief Mina did not care 
about the treatment that a Black 
man received by the Orlando 
Police Department. This incident 
would be swept under the rug. 
If a police person knows there is 

no penalty for excessive force to 
people of color that becomes the 
policy and no reason to stop that 
behavior.

Last week, in a federal lawsuit 
in Florida’s Middle District, “Noel 
Carter claims he suffered constitu-
tional deprivations, emotional and 
physical damages when police 
officers David Cruz and Charles 
Mays used excessive force on him 
during the June 4, 2015 arrest. The 
suit also alleges Dyer and then – 
OPD Chief John Mina acted with 
deliberate indifference by failing 
to implement an adequate use of 
a force policy that would prevent 
excessive force,” reported Tess 
Sheets.

Many residents in Orlando 
know in the Black and Hispanic 
communities, excessive force 
and police brutality is an ongoing 
issue, and the mayor acts as if it 
does not exist. Between 2010 and 
2014, the Orlando Police Depart-
ment paid out more than $3.3 
million to settle lawsuits against 
officers for excessive force and 
police brutality.

The mayor and the city coun-
cil are ignoring an issue that is 
neither new nor isolated. Over 
a series of months in 2015, The 
National Action Network of Cen-
tral Florida called for Chief Mina’s 
resignation many times, but it 
appeared that the community 
kept forgetting the way they were 
treated in the streets.

Just recently, members of 
Orlando’s civilian police oversight 
board agreed with the Police De-
partment’s decision to discipline 
an officer who kicked a 13-year 
old boy in the chest during an 
arrest. It has been discovered by 
another officer’s body camera 
that the 13-year old boy was in 
a “position of submission” when 
the officer kicked him. They also 
agreed to discipline another 
officer, who failed to turn on his 
body camera during a shooting 
one month later.

There is a fundamental prob-
lem in the Orlando Police Depart-
ment that started with Mayor 
Dryer and continued with Chief 
Mina. There are still some issues 

that exist with the current chief, 
Orlando Rolón,whose perfor-
mance can’t really be judged 
because he has only been on the 
job for five months.

Many of the officers don’t care 
how people of color are treated; 
therefore, it is time for a change 
at the top with Mayor Dyer. For 
16 years, there has been lies and 
cover ups, and the dirt is so deep, 
it is time to clean house.

When only less than 20% of 
the registered voters vote in an 
election, it is time for the people 
to let their voices be heard, and 
vote. The silence from the resi-
dents in Orlando is appalling, and 
it is time to put pressure on Mayor 
Buddy Dyer and now Sheriff John 
Mina.

No one really knows how 
many ongoing lawsuits exist 
against Dyer and Mina, because 
everything is swept under the 
rug. Millions of tax dollars are 
being used to settle lawsuits, 
which could be used to improve 
our communities and the local 
transit system.

Miles Jaye Davis plays over 12 
instruments and is an artist, 
musician, author, painter, 
writer and singer. He is also a 
trained chef. milesjaye.netCount Basie performing at the 

Aquarium Night Club, NYC. 
(Photo: Library of Congress’ 
Music Division / Wikimedia 
Commons) Ella Fitzgerald, January 1940 

(Photo: From theCarl Van 
Vechten Photographs collec-
tion at the Library of Con-
gress. / Wikimedia Commons)

Editorial

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.

Old, sick and incarcerated
By Julianne Malveaux,

There were 4623 incarcerated 
people over 65 in federal pris-
ons during the first week of 

May. Until May 12, Paul Manafort, 
Mr. Trump’s one-time campaign 
manager, was one of them. The 
71-year-old petitioned the court 
for release to home confinement 
because of his age, heart condi-
tion, and “fear of coronavirus.” Yet 
the federal correctional institution 
that housed Manafort had no 
coronavirus cases, and Manafort 
had served fewer than two years 
of his more than seven-year sen-
tence. Recently developed fed-
eral guidelines suggest at-home 
confinement for those at risk who 
have served more than half of 
their sentence or have less than 
eighteen months of jail time left 
to serve. Manafort meets none of 
these criteria, but he apparently 
had enough high-priced lawyers 
to push his case aggressively.

I ’m  n o t  a s  o u t r a g e d  a t 
Manafort’s early release as I am 
disturbed about the other 4622 
elderly inmates, most who lack 
the resources and access that 
Manafort had. Nearly forty percent 

of those incarcerated in federal 
prisons are African American, 
many serving very long sentenc-
es for drug-related crimes. Many 
have some of the same underly-
ing medical conditions and “fear 
of coronavirus” that Manafort 
had. How many of them will get 
an early release and the relative 
luxury of home confinement? The 
treatment of a wealthy, older white 
man and a poor, older Black man 
is vastly different.

Prisons are a breeding ground 
for the coronavirus. Prisons are 
overcrowded with social distanc-
ing an impossibility since an av-
erage cell, about five feet by five, 
does not allow six feet of distanc-
ing. Recent studies show that 
the COVID-19 germs from a loud 
conversation or a cough linger for 
minutes, sufficient time to infect 
another person. The notorious 
Riker’s Island prison has eight 
times the COVID-19 infection rate 
of the New York City rate. Infection 
is not a possibility, but a near-cer-
tainty. Prison infections are so 
widespread that some activists 
describe them as “death camps.”

Older people don’t commit 
violent crimes (although they 

commit financial crimes and per-
jury). Releasing those over 65 who 
were convicted of drug crimes and 
other nonviolent crimes saves 
money and has little social cost. 
But incarceration is an economic 
driver for some communities. Fed-
eral prisons employ tens of thou-
sands of people. In some isolated 
communities, these prisons are a 
significant source of employment. 
Releasing prisoners early may 
cause layoffs. Is this why we insist 
on keeping so many people locked 
up for such long periods?

Parole was eliminated in fed-
eral prison in the mid-1980s, 
allowing “good behavior ” only 
after 85 percent of a sentence has 
been served. But Manafort, citing 
“fear of coronavirus,” ended up 
serving less than a quarter of his 
sentence. Can an old Black man 
get the Manafort treatment and 
serve the rest of his sentence in a 
cushy condo in Northern Virginia? 
Manafort had a lot less to fear, at 
his minimum-security prison, than 
a Black inmate might.

Other countries have reacted to 
coronavirus crowding by releasing 
inmates in the tens of thousands. 
According to David Anderson of 

the International Legal Foundation, 
Iran released more than half of its 
prisoners – 100,000 of 189,000. 
Palestine is holding emergency 
court sessions to allow inmates to 
petition for release. Other countries 
seem to understand that COVID-19 
and crowding don’t work and are 
releasing prisoners.

Meanwhile, our country, in 
Anderson’s words, is “addicted to 
punishment.” In keeping nonvi-
olent inmates incarcerated, we 
are “prioritizing punishment over 
public health.” The inmates aren’t 
the only ones at risk. Correctional 
officers, lawyers, and visiting fam-
ily members are also vulnerable. 
We are so committed to getting a 
“pound of flesh” from those incar-
cerated that we refuse to consider 
the high costs of incarceration.

Consider the case of former 
Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick. 
Convicted of perjury, obstruction 
of justice, and other crimes, Kil-
patrick was sentenced to 28 years 
for his crimes. He is not scheduled 
to be released until 2037! While 
Kilpatrick certainly deserved to 
be convicted, a 28-year sentence 
is excessive. Recently an inmate 
at his Oakdale, Louisiana prison 

died from the coronavirus. I’m 
sure Kilpatrick is as frightened of 
the coronavirus as Manafort is. He 
is not likely to be allowed home 
confinement.

Unless there is intervention, 
Kilpatrick will be eligible for Social 
Security before he is released! 
What is the purpose of such a 
long sentence? How much does it 
cost to incarcerate someone for 28 
years? Is it worth it?

The coronavirus magnified 
our nation’s inequality. Manafort 
is out after less than two years’ 
incarceration. Thousands who are 
old and poor remain incarcerated 
and vulnerable to coronavirus. Our 
criminal injustice system is in dire 
need of reform.



Philadelphia O
bserver • M

ay 28 – June 3, 2020 • Philaobserver.com

7

7
JOB: ADC-UCF-N92109C

DOCUMENT NAME: 3C71975_ADC_c4.1_cm.indd
DESCRIPTION: Tony: Stock

BLEED: None
TRIM: 11.5" x 10.5"

SAFETY: None
GUTTER: None

PUBLICATION: None
ART DIRECTOR: Alan Vladusic 8-4572
COPYWRITER: Bruce Jacobson 8-3119
ACCT. MGR.: Sarah Blechner 8-4490

ART PRODUCER: Veronica Reo 8-3459
PRINT PROD.: Tom Stocks 8-3941

PROJ. MNGR.: Linda Holmes 8-4121
This advertisement prepared by Young & Rubicam, N.Y.

3C71975_ADC_c4.1_cm.indd

CLIENT: Advertising Council, Inc. TMG #: 3C71975 HANDLE #: 8 JOB #: ADC-UCF-N92109C BILLING#: ADC-UCF-Y91597
DOCUMENT NAME: 3C71975_ADC_c4.1_cm.indd PAGE COUNT: 1 of 1 PRINT SCALE: 100% INDESIGN VERSION: CS5
STUDIO ARTIST: CM 6-9938 LAST SAVE DATE: 4-29-2013 3:28 PM CREATOR: dockeryk CREATION DATE: 4-29-2013 3:28 PM

DOCUMENT PATH: TMG:Volumes:TMG:Clients:YR:Ad Council:Jobs:2013:3C:3C71975_ADC-UCF-N92109:Mechanicals:3C71975_ADC_c4.1_cm.indd
FONT FAMILY: Champion (Featherweight), DIN Schrift (30640 Neuzeit Grotesk Bold Cond), Helvetica Neue (57 Condensed)
LINK NAME: 3B71817_ADC_e6_v_BW.tif, 3B71817_ADC_k3_grid_BW_w.ai, 3B71817_ADC_j2_BW_40_w.ai, ADCouncil_KO_yr1.eps, UNCF_tag_ko_yr1.eps
INK NAME:  Black

T:11.5"

T:10.5"

WHAT IF THE FUTURE OF KIDS WAS
A STOCK YOU COULD INVEST IN?
Introducing Better FuturesTM—a whole new kind of investment with a greater 
return than money. When you invest, it helps kids go to college. Because 
a mind is a terrible thing to waste but a wonderful thing to invest in.TM 
Invest in Better Futures at UNCF.ORG/INVEST

©2013 UNCF

Celebrate Black History Month

I’m an NHS doctor – 
and I’ve had enough of 
people clapping for me

Philadelphiaobserver.com

I work for the NHS as a doctor. 
I don’t work “on the frontline” 
because there isn’t one; I’m not 

in the army and we aren’t engaged 
in military combat. But I do work 
as a consultant on a ward where 
we have had Covid-19, and col-
leagues of mine have been very 
unwell. The requirement to be 
constantly vigilant and to man-
age the infection risk makes work 
more difficult, more stressful, and 
at times more tragic.

Obviously I carry on going to 
work – it is my job, one that I enjoy 
and am being well paid for. I am 
pleased to have a reason to leave 
the house. I have a very decent 
and secure income so count my-
self extremely lucky.

It would, however, be nice to 
have clarity about many things, 
from testing to isolation to proper 

use of personal protective equip-
ment (PPE). It would also be nice 
to have worked for the past 10 
years in an adequately funded 
NHS, staffed by people listened 
to by the government. It would be 
nice to see appropriate remunera-
tion for the low-paid staff holding 
the service together, to see that 
the value of immigrants to the 
NHS is appreciated, and to have 
a health service integrated with 
a functioning social care service.

   What I don’t find nice, and 
I really don’t need, is people 
clapping. I don’t need rainbows. 
I don’t care if people clap until 
their hands bleed with rainbows 
tattooed on their faces. I don’t 
even (whisper it) need Colonel 
Tom, lovely man as he clearly is.

I know many of my colleagues 
appreciate the clapping, saying 
that they feel moved and grate-
ful, that the coming together of 

the community to support the 
NHS warms the heart. There are 
others, like me, whose response is 
that it is a sentimental distraction 
from the issues facing us.

Even those who liked it at 
the beginning are becoming 
wary of the creeping clapping 
fascism, the competition to 
make the most obvious and 

noisiest display, the shaming of 
non-clappers. Some argue that 
it unites us, that we’re all in this 
together. But when, for whatever 
complex reasons, we hear that 
poorer areas have double the 
death rate, with people from 
ethnic minorities disproportion-
ately affected, I think: are we 
really in this together? Maybe 

people should clap a bit louder 
in inner-city Birmingham than 
in Surrey.

Are we still allowed to com-
plain about poor resources and 
potentially unsafe working con-
ditions now we’ve had clapping, 
rainbows, free doughnuts and a 
centenarian walking round his 
garden for us? How dare we?
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On the scene By Audrey J. Bernard

Geoffrey Mac wins Bravo’s Project Runway Season 18th 

Bravo’s Project Runway is the 
premium fashion show that 
viewers tune into weekly to 

see “aspiring fashion designers 
compete for a chance to break into 

the industry in this reality compe-
tition.  Each week, a designer is 
eliminated from the competition 
after exhibiting their work in front 
of a judges’ panel consisting of 

host Karlie Kloss, judges Nina 
Garcia, Elaine Welteroth, and 
Brandon Maxwell and fashion 
designer and mentor Christian 
Siriano who gives the designers 

advice during each show.  And, 
after weeks of grueling fashion 
contests in which a designer is 
eliminated and the remaining 
designers go on to the next round, 
Geoffrey Mac emerged the 2020 
winner of Bravo’s Project Runway.  
With his win, the fashion designer 
takes home a $250,000 cash prize, 
his very own feature in ELLE mag-
azine, a career-changing mentor-
ship with the Council of Fashion 
Designers of America (CFDA), 
and another $50,000 courtesy of 
sponsor Pilot FriXion Erasable Gel 
Ink Pens.  The final show was a real 
cliffhanger with the final four con-
testants — Guadarrama, Mac, 
Nancy Volpe-Beringer, Victoria 
Cocieru — still in the running 
to advance to New York Fashion 

Week and ultimately take home 
the quarter-million dollar prize 
and CFDA mentorship.  And after 
a jaw-dropping final show, Mac 
was crowned the actual winner 
of “Project Runway” Season 18.  
In the finale, guest judge Serena 
Williams praised the designer’s 
jackets, revealing her love for all 
things outerwear despite, while 
Welteroth went wild over his 
oversized, Rick Owens-esque 
pieces. The best feedback how-
ever came from his father, whose 
career in the military served as 
inspiration for Mac in the com-
petition.  Mac told Siriano that he 
would be taking a much-needed 
break before building his brand 
and establishing his label.  (Photos 
courtesy Bravo)

Project Runway judges: (L-R) Christian Siriano, Serena Williams, Karlie Kloss, Nina Garcia, 
Elaine Welteroth, Brandon Maxwell

Geoffrey Mac wins Project Runway 2020
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On the scene By Audrey J. Bernard

If you could do one thing for your community, what 
would it be? More daycare centers? More funding 
for Head Start? Completing the 2020 Census is a 
safe and easy way to inform how billions of dollars 
in funding flow into your community for hundreds of 
services. Respond online, by phone, or by mail.

If I could do one thing, 
I’d have a daycare 
closer to work.

 

2020CENSUS.GOV
Paid for by U.S. Census Bureau.

Complete the census at: 

C24097_3a_2019_Census_Daycare_Newspaper_HalfPage_SizeC_10x7.indd
02.25.20
Epson
HP

A24097x08B_340-00034703_CMYK_news.tif
4C Newspaper - Size C

NON-Bleed Size: 9.8125” x 6.8125”

Bruno Mars supports MGM employees

One of the hottest acts in Las Vegas 
is Bruno Mars and his band!  Mars 
who has performed limited shows 

at The Park Theater at Park MGM since 2016 
is giving back to the city he performs in by 
donating $1 million to the MGM Resorts 
Foundation to support MGM employees 
impacted economically by the coronavi-
rus.  “With the closures across Las Vegas, 
Bruno wanted to show his appreciation 
to the amazing employees who help make 
these shows possible in hopes that we’ll 
all be out of this situation and having fun 
together again very soon,” stated a rep for 
Mars.  “With the closures across Las Vegas, 
Bruno wanted to show his appreciation to 
the amazing employees who help make 
these shows possible in hopes that we’ll 

all be out of this situation and having fun 
together again very soon.”  The money will 
go toward The MGM Resorts Foundation’s 
Employee Emergency Grant Fund & Chil-
dren’s Medical Support Fund, which helps 
employees who have been laid off or fur-
loughed due to the coronavirus crisis.  “We 
consider Bruno Mars as part of the MGM 
family and appreciate what he is doing 
to help our employees and their families 
during these uncertain times,” said Bill 
Hornbuckle, Acting CEO and President of 
MGM Resorts International.  “We recently 
expanded the eligibility requirements for 
the fund to help as many employees as 
we can who are impacted by the crisis, 
and this donation will help us expand our 
reach even further.”  

Stephen and Ayesha Curry 
donate food to schools
The Golden State Warriors point guard 

Stephen Curry and his wife, Ayesha 
Curry are providing more than one 

million meals to students in Oakland, Cali-
fornia who cannot attend schools because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The popular 
couple’s Eat. Learn. Play. Foundation have 
partnered with the Alameda County Com-
munity Food Bank and Oakland Unified 
School District on the initiative. “We know 
the world is changing before our eyes in 
terms of dealing with the spread of corona-
virus and we just found out that the Oak-
land Unified School District is closing the 
doors for the foreseeable future, so we want 
to intercede on behalf of the kids that rely 

on the daily services and try to help anyway 
we can,” Steph said.  “The statistics are really 
staggering. At least 18,000 kids rely on at 
least two meals a day from the school sys-
tem, so we want to make sure that we rally 
around everyone and ensure that these kids 
are not wondering where their next meal 
is coming from,” Ayesha added.  The rest of 
the Warriors have also pledged a $1 million 
donation to a disaster relief fund for Chase 
Center employees who won’t be working 
games due to the suspension of the NBA 
season over the coronavirus spread.  The 
suspension is having a big impact on the 
pay of thousands of hourly employees at 
basketball arenas across the country.

Bruno Mars and his band were in the midst of a Las Vegas residency at the 
MGM Park Theater when operations were shuttered because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.  Bruno Mars has pledged $1 million to MGM employees amid 
the coronavirus outbreak. (AP Photo-Paul Sancya)

Stephen Curry and Ayesha Curry
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureHealth
Howard University opens free COVID-19 
testing site for underserved communities

Philadelphiaobserver.com

The coronavirus pandemic 
has disproportionately af-
fected the Black community 

and Howard University is stepping 
up to ensure that vulnerable 
groups in Washington, D.C. have 
access to adequate testing and 
resources amid the public health 
crisis. The historically Black uni-
versity recently opened a free 
COVID-19 testing site to provide 
health care for individuals living 
in underserved communities, 
the institution reported.

   The implementation of the 
testing clinic—located in North-
east Washington, D.C.—was a col-
laborative effort led by the HBCU 
and Bank of America. The financial 
institution awarded the Howard 
University Faculty Practice Plan 
with a $1 million grant to further 
the school’s mission of making 
coronavirus testing accessible 
to communities that have been 
hit the hardest by the pandemic. 
The testing site, which officially 
opened on May 5 and will operate 
for the next three months, is lo-
cated at the Benning Road Center. 
Free testing is available four days 
a week.

Dr.  Hugh E.  M ighty,  who 
serves as Howard University’s 
vice president of clinical affairs, 
says the effort is designed to 
eliminate socio-economic barri-
ers surrounding access to health 
care for diverse communities. 
“We want to eliminate the obsta-
cles so more people can be test-
ed because we believe everyone 
should be tested,” he said in a 
statement. “We want to screen 
our community neighbors in 
the areas where there are higher 
incidents of hypertension, heart 
disease and diabetes because 
those pre-existing conditions 
are linked to the higher incidents 
of coronavirus that we’ve seen 
in African American communi-
ties.” Howard University Presi-
dent Wayne A. I. Frederick added 
the clinic will be instrumental in 
significantly reducing the spread 
of COVID-19 among vulnerable 
communities.

Today @HUprez17 and @MayorBowser gathered at the new Benning Road Clinic COVID-19 testing site to announce its expan-
sion to 4 days a week. Armstrong Williams, founder of Howard Stirk Holdings Broadcast and Capital Medical Supply, Inc. donat-
ed 30,000 masks. https://newsroom.howard.edu/newsroom/article/12516/president-wayne-i-frederick-an …

Celebrate the diversity that makes America, 
America. Add your photo to the true portrait of 

America at lovehasnolabels.com
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureInternational

Koalas headed for ‘local 
extinction’ at planned 
NSW Shenhua coalmine 
site

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Koalas on the site of the 
planned Shenhua Water-
mark coalmine in New South 

Wales are heading towards local 
extinction “even before the mine 
commences”, according to com-
pany documents.

Meeting minutes for the mine’s 
koala technical working group say 
there has been a steep drop in 
koala populations at the mine site 
in the Liverpool Plains.

Experts who sit on the working 
group have raised concerns the 
clearing of habitat for the project 
will accelerate this decline at a 
time when the species is under 
pressure as a result of bushfires, 
drought and chlamydia.

The Environmental Defenders 
Office has written to the state gov-
ernment on behalf of the Lock the 
Gate Alliance, asking it to suspend 
the approvals process for Shen-
hua’s koala management plan be-
cause the full impact of the project 
on the threatened species “cannot 
be adequately assessed” until the 
damage to koala populations and 
habitat in NSW caused by the 
bushfires is fully understood.

The EDO has also asked the 
federal environment minister, Sus-

san Ley, to use her powers to step 
in for other threatened species, 
including the regent honeyeater 
and the swift parrot, both of which 
lost habitat in the fires and were 
species considered in the original 
federal assessment of the mine.

Site of planned Hunter coal 
plant is endangered bird’s only 
NSW breeding area

But Ley has no power in rela-
tion to the koala because it was 
not listed as a threatened species 
under national environment law 
when the project was declared 
a controlled action that required 
federal environmental approval 
in late 2011. The koala was listed 
as a vulnerable species just four 
months later.

On the run Rwanda genocide 
suspect nabbed in French hideout

(GIN) –

Twenty-six years after financ-
ing the Rwandan genocide, 
wealthy businessman and 

most wanted fugitive, Felicien 
Kabuga, was nabbed in an upscale 
French hideout.

  It was a relief for prosecutors 
of the Rwandan Genocide tribu-
nal who feared the 84 year old 
Kabuga could die a free man. He 
stands accused of masterminding 
the slaughter of 800,000 Rwan-
dans, mainly minority Tutsis but 
also political opponents among 
the Hutus, over a period of 100 
days, from April to July 1994, in 
a murderous campaign of ethnic 
violence.

  Clues to Kabuga’s where-
abouts came to light after an 
intelligence-sharing meeting be-
tween investigators from France, 

Britain and Belgium, as well as the 
UN and Europe’s Europol law en-
forcement agency.  “We realized… 
that the trail from his children 
protecting their father converged 
on Asnières-sur-Seine, where he 
lived under an assumed name,” 
said Col. Eric Emeraux, head of 
a French police unit combating 
crimes against humanity.

  “We also discovered one of 
his children was renting an apart-
ment there.”

  Because the coronavirus 
lockdown had paralyzed many 
intelligence operations across 
parts of Europe, time was freed 
up to focus on the man accused 
of being the economic backer of 
the genocide.

  A former tea and coffee ty-
coon with 28 known aliases, Mr. 
Kabuga is alleged to have used 
his personal fortune to buy pro-

tection from a corrupt official in 
the office of Kenyan president 
Daniel arap Moi.

  The International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda said it had 
evidence that Mr Kabuga either 
visited or resided in Kenya, but 
successive Kenyan governments 
allegedly refused to hand over the 
wanted suspect.

  “We need to know the story 
of his life as a fugitive, who helped 
and protected him, his connec-
tions to the wider diaspora and 
the role of his children — all this 
might be a by-product of the 
trial,” said British journalist Linda 
Melvern.

  Called the “preventable geno-
cide”, the killings in Rwanda ex-
posed a “disgraceful” failure of the 
international community as the 
U.N. ordered its blue helmeted 
troops to evacuate foreigners 
– but not intervene to save the 
Tutsis from slaughter.

  Kabuga, now confined to 
La Sante Prison in central Paris, 
appeared this week in court in a 
wheelchair, dressed in jeans and 
wearing a face mask. Prosecutors 
are seeking his transfer to U.N. 
custody for trial in international 
courts.

  After his arrest Valerie Muka-
bayire, the leader of the Rwanda 
widows’ group Avega, told the 
BBC: “Every genocide survivor is 
happy he is arrested. Everyone 
has been waiting for this news. It 
is a good thing that he is going to 
face justice.”

Shakespeare’s Globe theater 
faces permanent closure 
due to Covid-19 lockdown

(CNN) —

Wi l l i a m  S h a k e -
speare’s Globe theater, 
the famous London play-

house where the playwright’s 
shows were performed, faces per-
manent closure as a result of coro-
navirus lockdown measures, the 
theater and UK politicians have 
warned.

Lawmakers on Monday warned 
the UK government that the his-
toric theater — which has been 
closed since March due to corona-
virus restrictions — was faced with 
“insolvency and closure” as a result 
of Covid-19 lockdown’s impact on 
its finances.

The original Globe theater was 

built by Shakespeare’s company, 
the Lord Chamberlain’s Men, in 
1599, but was destroyed by fire 
in 1613.

Audience members watch 
a production of “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” in Shakespeare’s 
Globe theatre on the Southbank of 
the River Thames on July 16, 2013 
in London, England.

A replica of the playhouse was 
built in 1997 just meters from 
the original site on the banks of 
the River Thames, with historical 
records used for guidance.

The theater is almost identical 
in appearance to the original, but 
with modern features such as a 
concrete theater pit and roof-
based sprinklers.

UN leader calls for global ceasefire on 
Africa Day

(GIN) –

Africa Day will go virtual this 
year with a star-studded 
benefit concert hosted by 

English actor Idris Alba, an online 
how-to video for jollof rice, and 
a U.N. call for a global ceasefire 
issued by the Secretary General, 
Antonio Guterres.

  Afr ican countr ies  have 
“demonstrated commendable 
leadership” battling the COVID-19 
pandemic, he said in a Monday 
message, “but more nations across 
the continent where conflict pre-
vails should heed the UN call for a 
global ceasefire to push back the 
deadly virus.”

  Africa Day is observed annual-
ly on May 25 to commemorate the 
founding of the Organization of Af-
rican Unity (OAU) which was creat-
ed on May 25, 1963 in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. The OAU is the precursor 
of the African Union (AU) and is 
observed as an official national 
holiday in Ghana, Gambia, Guinea, 
Namibia, Zambia, Mali, Mauritania, 
Lesotho and Zimbabwe.

  Besides celebrating Africa’s de-
colonization, Africa Day is also a time 
of sober reflection on how African 
countries can consolidate peace 
and democracy on the continent. 

Africa faces a myriad of daunting 
challenges that seek solutions.

  The U.N. leader welcomed 
support for his global ceasefire call 
which reflects the African Union’s 
2020 theme: “Silencing the Guns: 
Creating Conducive Conditions for 
Africa’s Development.”

  “Armed groups in Cameroon, 
Sudan and South Sudan have re-
sponded to the call and declared 
unilateral ceasefires. I implore 
other armed movements and gov-
ernments in Africa to do likewise,” 
he said.

  “I also welcome the support 
of African countries for my call for 
peace in the home, and an end 
to all forms of violence, including 
against women and girls.”

  A musical extravaganza – 
online–hosted by Idris Elba and 
Trevor Noah is intended to raise 
funds for the World Food Pro-
gram and the Unicef response to 
Covid-19 in Africa. Stars include: 
Angélique Kidjo, Burna Boy, Salif 
Keita, Davido, Tiwa Savage, Fally 
Ipupa, Diamond Platnumz and 
Sauti Sol.

  Finally, a mouth-watering 
how-to video by Vongai Mapho – a 
self-described Shona girl–shows 
YouTube viewers how to make 
jollof rice for Africa Day and the 
whole family.

  Comments include this from 
Olive Rooney: “im deff going to 
ask my mom to make this.. it looks 
nice!”
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureCulture
Former White House butler who served  
11 presidents dies of coronavirus

Philadelphiaobserver.com

A former White House em-
ployee who worked with 11 
presidents ― from Dwight Ei-

senhower to Barack Obama ― died 
over the weekend after contract-
ing the coronavirus. He was 91.

Wilson Roosevelt Jerman, who 
appeared alongside the Obamas 
in a photograph published in 
former first lady Michelle Obama’s 
bestselling memoir “Becoming,” 
retired in 2012 following 55 years 
of service.

He began his White House ca-
reer in 1957 as a cleaner, gaining 
promotion to the role of butler 
during the Kennedy administra-
tion, his granddaughter, Jamila 

Garrett, told FOX 5 DC on Wednes-
day.

Garrett described her grandfa-
ther as a “loving and genuine man” 
who was “always about service” 
and “really authentic.”

The father of five “always 
taught us that there will be ob-
stacles in your life, they will not 
disappear,” Garrett added, noting 
his advice to “keep pushing for-
ward.”

Howard University 
graduate becomes Air 
Force Thunderbirds’ first 
Black female officer

Philadelphiaobserver.com

W ith the coronavirus pan-
demic taking over all 
aspects of our lives, the 

country has been using several 
methods to show our appreci-
ation to front line healthcare 
workers and associates. The U.S. 
Air Force Thunderbirds are doing 
their part by performing flyovers 
to honor these workers during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

According to NBC 4 Wash-
ington, one of the team’s newest 
members is a Howard Univer-
sity graduate and its first black 
female officer.

This year is Captain Reema-
shay Nelson’s first season with the 
squadron. The regular shows have 
temporarily been placed on hold 
due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
but the Thunderbirds have been 
conducting flyovers across D.C., 
Baltimore, and Atlanta to pay spe-
cial tribute to people on the front 
lines battling the pandemic.

   “I know a small percentage 
of African American officers, spe-
cifically female officers in the Air 
Force. So to be in a position that 
is visible, to show little girls that 
this is attainable, to let them know 
they can do anything they put their 
mind to, is an absolute honor,” Nel-

son tells NBC 4 Washington.
Nelson has spent eight years 

in the Air Force, serving most-
ly overseas. She says her best 
decision was the chance to at-
tend Howard University.

“To be around people who 
look like me and instill a self-con-
fidence in who I am, and walk into 
the world knowing where I come 
from and where my people come 
from, and where we can go, is 
invaluable,” Nelson said.

Nelson’s position is a highly 
selective one. She is only one of 
12 Thunderbirds. Since the team’s 
inception in 1953, only 332 officers 
have made the cut.

Jerman with familyJerman with the Obamas

Jerman just chill’in



Philadelphia O
bserver • M

ay 28 – June 3, 2020 • Philaobserver.com

13

13

11

Philadelphia O
bserver June 20 – June 26, 2019 Philaobserver.com

Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureSociety
Breast Cancer Research Foundation raises over $5.2 million
Nile Rodgers and CHIC’s ex-

hilarating performance of 
“We Are Family” rocked 

viewers as they closed out the 
evening at the Virtual Hot Pink 
Party to benefit the Breast Cancer 
Research Foundation (BCRF) on 
Wednesday, May 20, 2020. The 
first-ever Virtual Hot Pink Party 
raised more than $5.2 million 
to support BCRF’s global legion 
of leading scientists pursuing 
high-impact breast cancer re-
search that is saving lives — even 
in the midst of the current global 
crisis as breast cancer does not 
stop for COVID-19!

The inaugural Virtual Hot 
Pink Party was live-stream pro-
viding the chic crowd with a very 
special viewing experience. The 
virtual platform brought comfort 
to generous donors who support 
BCRF’s vital work star-studded 
program raised funds for life-
saving research will not be put 
off for any reason. BCRF is the 
highest rated breast cancer or-
ganization in the U.S. Visit www.
bcrf.org to learn more.

The excellent program opened 
with Norbert Leo Butz singing 
“Something’s Coming” from West 
Side Story followed by a stunning 
Broadway tribute to breast can-
cer survivor and current Hamil-
ton star Mandy Gonzalez that 
featured Lin-Manuel Miranda, 
Laura Benanti, Krysta Rodri-
guez, Tituss Burgess, Tommy 
Kail, Alex Lacamoire, Judy Kuhn, 
James Monroe Iglehart, Sierra 
Boggess, and many more friends 
and cast members from In The 
Heights.  Gonzalez herself of-
fered a stunning performance of 
“Breathe” from In The Heights.

Rachael Ray celebrated her 
friend Gretta Monahan, who 
was diagnosed with breast can-
cer one year ago with a heartfelt 
message: “When I was a young 
woman, ‘breast cancer’ were the 
two scariest words a woman could 
hear because there was so little 
hope and now there’s so much 
hope.  I know that because of 
my friend Gretta.  She shared her 
entire experience so that every 
woman could know, step by step, 
what she was going through as it 
was happening.  I applaud her in 
every way there is.” 

Professional ballet danc-
er Maggie Kudirka, who is cur-
rently undergoing treatment for 
stage IV metastatic breast cancer 
shared, “I’m that one woman in 
a hundred thousand to be di-
agnosed with metastatic breast 
cancer before the age of twen-
ty-five. Since the COVID crisis 
occurred, cancer patients got a 
new, new normal,” said Kudirka as 
she described her experience. “We 
as a community are in uncharted 
waters and we’ll get through this 
together.”

The star-studded program 
also featured a special message 
from Sir Elton John. “I’m always 
honored to support the incredi-
ble work of BCRF,” said Sir John to 
attendees.  “Until the day that we 
can all celebrate the end of breast 
cancer, I want you to know, I stand 
with all of you.  For all those treat-
ing patients, caring for a loved one 
who is sick, grieving for someone 

who has left us too soon, or val-
iantly fighting the disease, you are 
not alone. Stay strong.  We are in 
this together.” 

The program also included 
appearances by Elizabeth Hur-
ley, Karlie Kloss, Edie Falco, 
Rachael Ray, Gretta Monahan, 
Amy Robach, Joan Lunden, 
Deborah Norville, Anne Thomp-
son, and many more. Steven 
Tabakin served as director and ex-
ecutive producer of the program.

Judy and Leonard A. Laud-
er and Anthony von Mandl served 

as Honorary Co-Chairs for the 
evening.  Kinga Lampert and Ae-
rin Lauder were Lead Co-Chairs. 
Event Co-Chairs included Sandra 
Brant, Patsy and Patrick Callahan, 
Cindy and Rob Citrone, Mary-
Ann and Fabrizio Freda, Roslyn 
Goldstein, Marjorie Reed Gordon, 
Dee and Tommy Hilfiger, Donna 
Karan, Shelly and Howard Kivell, 
Terri and Jerry Kohl, Michael Kors, 
Jane Lauder, Jo Carole and Ronald 
S. Lauder, Laura and Gary Lauder, 
Lori Kanter Tritsch and William P. 
Lauder, Adrienne and Dan Lufkin, 
Patricia Quick, Bryan Rafanelli, 
Lois Robbins and Andrew Zaro, 
John Rosenwald, Jeanne Sorensen 
Siegel and Herbert J. Siegel, Ar-
lene Taub, Lizzie and Jonathan 
Tisch, Ingrid Vandebosch and Jeff 
Gordon, Vera Wang, Candace King 
Weir, and Nina and Gary Wexler.

The event’s Underwriters in-
cluded ascena retail group inc., Kin-
ga and Edward Lampert, and von 
Mandl Family Foundation; Bene-
factors included Firmenich, Ro-
slyn & Leslie Goldstein, Hearst, 
and Leonard & Judy Lauder Fund; 
Visionaries included Jody & John 
Arnhold, The Estée Lauder Com-
panies Inc., Kendra Scott, Terri 
and Jerry Kohl, William P. Laud-
er & Lori Kanter Tritsch, Lufkin 
Family Foundation, Rafanelli 
Events, Jeanne Sorensen Siegel 

& Herbert J. Siegel, Marilyn & Jim 
Simons, and Candace King Weir. 

(Screengrab images by Getty 
Images for BCRF)

Myra Biblowit, President & CEO, BCRF Kinga Lampert, Co-Chair, BCRF Board of Directors

(L-R) Sierra Boggess, Krystal Joy Brown, and Aubin Wise perform

Nile Rodgers performs

(L-R) James Monroe Iglehart and Tituss Burgess perform

Mandy Gonzalez and the Broadway Company of “In The Heights” perform

By Audrey J. Bernard
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Discover the secrets that set Shaker Heights 
ablaze:  Kerry Washington and Reese 
Witherspoon star in ‘Little Fires Everywhere’

Hulu’s original series, “Little 
Fires Everywhere,” available 
now on Digital platforms 

which features deleted scene 
from Episode 2.  Based on Celeste 
Ng’s 2017 bestseller, “Little Fires 
Everywhere” follows the inter-
twined fates of the picture-per-
fect Richardson family and an 
enigmatic mother and daughter 
who upend their lives. The story 
explores the weight of secrets, 
the nature of art and identity, the 
ferocious pull of motherhood – 
and the danger in believing that 
following the rules can avert 
disaster. The cast includes Reese 
Witherspoon (Elena Richardson), 
Kerry Washington (Mia Warren), 
Joshua Jackson (Bill Richard-

son), Rosemarie DeWitt (Linda 
McCullough), Jade Pettyjohn 
(Lexie Richardson), Jordan Elsass 
(Trip Richardson), Gavin Lewis 
(Moody Richardson), Megan 
Stott (Izzy Richardson), Lexi 
Underwood (Pearl Warren), and 
Huang Lu (Bebe Chow).  The 
series is produced by Reese With-
erspoon’s Hello Sunshine, Kerry 
Washington’s Simpson Street and 
ABC Signature Studios, a part of 
Disney Television Studios. Hello 
Sunshine and ABC Signature 
served as studio co-production 
partners on the project.  Liz 
Tigelaar (Life Unexpected, Ca-
sual) is creator, showrunner and 
executive producer.  The series 
is also executive produced by 

Reese Witherspoon, Kerry Wash-
ington, Lauren Neustadter, 
Pilar Savone and Lynn Shelton.  
Author Celeste Ng serves as pro-
ducer. (Photos courtesy Disney)

About Disney Media 
Distribution:

Disney Media Distribution is 
a business unit within Disney’s 
Direct-to-Consumer and Interna-
tional (DTCI) segment that man-
ages content licensing and mar-
keting for domestic multichannel 
subscription distribution; global 
direct-to-consumer platform 
content distribution; broadcast 
licensing for local ABC stations; 
global syndication of television 
and film studio content; and in-
home content through digital 
platforms, multichannel distrib-
utors and physical retail sales.  
Media distribution operations 
deliver an extensive portfolio of 
content from The Walt Disney 
Studios, Walt Disney Television 

and ESPN. It also operates Mov-
ies Anywhere, the only app that 
brings purchased digital movie 
collections together from across 
digital platforms.

John David Washington stars in international caper, ‘Tenet’
Warner Bros. Pictures 

presents Christopher 
Nolan ’s highly antic-

ipated movie “Tenet” written 
and directed by Nolan and Mike 
Jones and produced by Emma 
Thomas and Christopher No-
lan and executive produced by 
Thomas Hayslip  The action 
epic evolves from a world of 
international espionage and 
unfolds in something beyond 
real-time.  Armed with only one 
word – Tenet -- and fighting for 
the survival of the entire world, 
the Protagonist (John David 
Washington) journeys through 
a twilight world of international 
espionage on a mission that will 
unfold in something beyond 
real-time. Nolan utilizes a mix-
ture of IMAX® and 70mm film 
to bring the story to the screen. 
“Tenet” was filmed on location 
across seven countries.  The 
international cast is led by John 
David Washington with Robert 
Pattinson, Elizabeth Debicki 
and Michael Caine along with 
Kenneth Branagh, Aaron Tay-
lor-Johnson, Clémence Poésy, 
Fi o n a  D o u r i f,  H i m e s h  Pa -
tel, Martin Donovan, Andrew 
Howard, Carina Velva, and Yuri 
Kolokolnikov.  Nolan’s behind-
the-scenes creative team in-
cludes director of photography 

Hoyte van Hoytema, produc-
tion designer Nathan Crowley, 
editor Jennifer Lame, costume 
designer Jeffrey Kurland, vi-

sual effects supervisor Andrew 
Jackson ,  and special effects 
supervisor Scott Fisher.  The 
score is composed by Ludwig 

Göransson.  Warner Bros. Pictures 
presents a Syncopy Production, a 
Film by Christopher Nolan, “Tenet.  
Warner Bros. Pictures is distrib-

uting “Tenet” worldwide and 
has slated the film for a July 17, 
2020 release. (Photos courtesy 
Warner Bros.)

Scene from “Tenet” with John David Washington, Robert Pattinson

John David Washington in Scene from “Tenet”

Scene from “Tenet” with John David Washington, Robert Pattinson

John David Washington stars in "Tenet" 

“Little Fires Everywhere” pro-
ducers & stars Reese Wither-
spoon, Kerry Washington

Scene from “Little Fires Everywhere” with Kerry Washington, 
Reese Witherspoon

Scene from “Little Fires 
Everywhere” with Kerry 
Washington, Lexi Underwood

The kids of “Little Fires Everywhere”
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureReel
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Classified
 Backed by American Standard’s 

140 years of experience
 Ultra low entry for easy 

entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

ATTORNEY

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To Significant Cash Award. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. For 
Information Call 877-225-4813

AUCTIONS
NYS SURPLUS REAL PROPER-

TY PUBLIC AUCTION: 11/8/19, 
335 Nashopa Road, Mamakat-
ing, NY, 3,767sf colonial, 3.26acs, 
5BR, 3.5baths, fin-bsmt, MINBID 
$249,000; Open House: 11:00am-
1:00pm, 10/15,10/23,11/1; ogs.
ny.gov/NYSStore 518-474-2195

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For 

Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your 
donation is 100% tax deductible. 
Call (917) 336-1254

FINANCE
Denied Social Security Dis-

ability? Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed 
SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help! Win or Pay Nothing! Strong, 
recent work history needed. 866-

979-0096 [Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH
A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 

over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-
977-3677

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-866-569-7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-855-579-8907

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 

EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 888-657-9488.

MISCELLANEOUS

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-
AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home 
repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

TV INTERNET PHONE
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-

nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 1-888-
609-9405

Get DIREC T V! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional 
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO 
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-977-7198 
or visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/
press

JOB: ADC-UCF-N92114C
DOCUMENT NAME: 3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd

DESCRIPTION: Aaliyah: Invest
BLEED: None

TRIM: 11.5" x 10.5"
SAFETY: None
GUTTER: None

PUBLICATION: Various Newspapers
ART DIRECTOR: Alan Vladusic 8-4572
COPYWRITER: Bruce Jacobson 8-3119
ACCT. MGR.: Sarah Blechner 8-4490

ART PRODUCER: Veronica Reo 8-3459
PRINT PROD.: Tom Stocks 8-3941

PROJ. MNGR.: Linda Holmes 8-4121
This advertisement prepared by Young & Rubicam, N.Y.

3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd

CLIENT: Advertising Council, Inc. TMG #: 3C71977 HANDLE #: 10 JOB #: ADC-UCF-N92114C BILLING#: ADC-UCF-Y91597
DOCUMENT NAME: 3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd PAGE COUNT: 1 of 1 PRINT SCALE: 100% INDESIGN VERSION: CS5
STUDIO ARTIST: KMS 6-9941 LAST SAVE DATE: 4-29-2013 3:16 PM CREATOR: Chapmans CREATION DATE: 4-17-2013 2:50 PM

DOCUMENT PATH: Macintosh HD:Users:sullivanke:Documents:2013 Work:April 2013:29 April 2013:3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd
FONT FAMILY: Champion (Featherweight), DIN Schrift (30640 Neuzeit Grotesk Bold Cond), Helvetica Neue (57 Condensed)
LINK NAME: 3B71817_ADC_g2_w_BW.tif, 3B71817_ADC_k3_grid_BW_w.ai, 3B71817_ADC_j2_BW_40_w.ai, ADCouncil_KO_yr1.eps, UNCF_tag_ko_yr1.eps
INK NAME:  Black

T:11.5"

T:10.5"

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO INVEST IN A GOOD THING.
Introducing Better FuturesTM—a whole new kind of investment with a greater 
return than money. When you invest, it helps kids go to college. Because 
a mind is a terrible thing to waste but a wonderful thing to invest in.TM 
Invest in Better Futures at UNCF.ORG/INVEST
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Sports

THESHELTERPETPROJECT.ORG

LOGAN RYAN WITH LEO AND JULIUS: ADOPTED 2014 AND 2018. 
They’re a little bit of a lot of things, but they’re all pure love.

MY SHELTER PETS ARE
MY BIGGEST FANS

CORY, stroke survivor.

139
92 

YOUR NUMBERS COULD CHANGE YOUR LIFE.
Lowering your high blood pressure could save you from a heart attack or stroke.  

If you’ve stopped your treatment plan, restart it or talk to your doctor about creating one that works better for you.

Start taking the right steps at ManageYourBP.org

Big Fella fights Covid19
By Andrew Rosario

The death count from the 
Coronavirus/Covid19 pan-
demic will reach more than 

100,000 very soon. It has taking 
the lives of the young, old, rich, 
poor and individuals who for the 
most part have led a very healthy 
life. The major sports teams are 
still trying to figure out when they 
resume (if they do) their seasons. 
As The weather begins to get 
warmer, people are gathering 
outdoors in parks, beaches and 
boardwalks. Some are practicing 
social distancing and wearing 
masks. Other aren't as seen from 
this past Memorial Day weekend.

It was revealed last week the 
New York Knicks and Georgetown 
University legend Patrick Ewing 
was diagnosed with Covid19. 
Ewing had to spend the weekend 
in the hospital but fortunately was 
released this past weekend. Patrick 
Ewing, Jr released a statement say-
ing, ""I want to thank all of the doc-

tors and hospital staff for taking 
care of my father during his stay, as 
well as everyone who has reached 
out with thoughts and prayers to 
us and since his diagnosis."

Patrick Ewing's days at George-
town and as a member of the 
New York Knicks have been well 
documented. He won a college 
championship under head coach 
John Thompson and went to the 
NBA Finals against the Houston 
Rockets and San Antonio Spurs 
only to come up short. The battles 
between the Knicks and Chicago 
Bulls were epic. For 6 of 7 years. 
Michael Jordan was Patrick and the 
Knicks main nemesis.

As Patrick Ewing's career was 
coming to an end, it was clear it 
would not end in New York. Man-
agement and Ewing could not re-
solve their differences and in 2000 
he was traded to the Seattle Super-
Sonics. In 2001, Ewing returned to 
MSG and was given a video tribute 
to a standing ovation that seemed 
to last forever. Scoring 12 points in 

32 minutes, his revenge fell short 
as they lost 101-92. Ewing went 
on to play two more years with 
Orlando and Washington before 
retiring in 2002.

Wanting to stay in the game, 
Ewing would be an assistant coach 
for the Houston Rockets and 
Orlando Magic as they advanced 
to the NBA Finals only to lose to 
the Los Angeles Lakers. The then 
Charlotte Bobcats hired Ewing as 
an assistant in 2013 becoming in-
tern head coach for the remainder 
of the season as head coach Steve 
Clifford underwent heart surgery.

Frustrated at not being given 
an opportunity to get a NBA head 
coaching job, Ewing decided to 
return to his Alma Mater as head 
coach of Georgetown. 2017 saw 
the Hoyas go 15-15, 5-13 in the 
Big East and did not make the NIT 
or NCAA postseason. Georgetown 
improved the following year go-
ing finishing 19-14, 9-9 in the Big 
East leading to a NIT berth. This 
past March, after getting out to 

a big lead in the first game of the 
Big East tournament against St. 
John's, they collapsed watching 
the Johnnies score 23 straight 

points in the 75-62 loss. The next 
day, after the first half of the 
St. John's, Creighton game, the 
tournament and the NCAA (March 
Madness) was cancelled due to 
the pandemic. The NBA cancelled 
all games the night before with 
the NHL following shortly.

Sports is slowly coming back. 
Baseball is being played in Asia. 
Soccer in Europe, Nascar in Char-
lotte. Golf took place this past 
weekend as Tiger Woods, Phil 
Mickelson, Peyton Manning and 
Tom Brady raised $20 million for 
the Covid19 relief fund. All events 
without fans in attendance.

MLB, NHL and the NFL are still 
figuring out how they will get their 
leagues going with some MLB and 
NBA teams opening their facilities 
for practices.

The New York Times recently 
published all of the names of the 
individuals who have succumbed 
to the Coronavirus/Coved19 pan-
demic. Fortunately, Hall of Famer 
Patrick Ewing was not on the list.

Ewing Home After Covid19
Photo: Special to the NY 
Beacon


