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Causes backlash against prosecutors who 
worked on the case, Page 3

Facebook’s recent ban of the 85-year 
old leader of the Nation of Islam 
drew calls for boycotts of Facebook, 
postings of Farrakhan that went viral 
and talk of creating an independent 
Black social media portal.   

“WHEN THEY 
SEE US”

The most-watched series 
on Netflix in the U.S 
since its premier
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Landmark legislation Landmark legislation 
would lower would lower 

prescription drug prescription drug 
costs.   costs.   

Members are encouraging one another to spread 
the coronavirus, if contracted, through bodily 

fluids and personal interactions., FBI says, pg 3

DUTY BOUND  
TO SPREAD THE VIRUUS
White supremacists White supremacists 
groups say they are groups say they are 
obligated to spread obligated to spread 
the deadly disease the deadly disease 
to Black people, to Black people, 
Jews and members Jews and members 
of law enforcementof law enforcement
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Bernie Sanders sole candidate 
to address the Black Press at 
national convention

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent

Every major newspaper and 
news organization in the 
country has labeled the 

Black vote crucial to success in 
the 2020 presidential election, 
and statistics show that African 
Americans are 60% more likely 
to utilize and trust print-related 
resources for information than 
the general public.

However, of the 24 candi-
dates seeking the Democratic 
nomination for president, Sen-
ator Bernie Sanders (I-VT ) is 
the only one that has agreed to 
address key influencers of the 
African American community 
— the Black Press of America 
— at the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s (NNPA) 
annual convention later this 
month in Cincinnati, Ohio.

It’s no secret that Sanders 
has work to do to get his cam-
paign message through to Afri-
can Americans. “We thought we 
could do respectably in South 
Carolina, and we got decimat-
ed,” Sanders said in a campaign 
memo released earlier this year 
in which he discussed losing the 
Black vote to Hillary Clinton in 
South Carolina.

Clinton won an astonishing 
86 percent of South Carolina’s 
Black voters in 2016.

“This is our revolution,” said 
Sanders, who will speak during 
the NNPA Convention’s Lifetime 
Legacy Award Black Tie Gala, Fri-
day June 28that 7:30pm at The 
Westin Cincinnati Hotel. Also 
in attendance will be former 
Ohio State Senator Nina Turn-
er, a key surrogate for Sander’s 
2016 campaign and co-chair of 
his current campaign for the 
Democratic nomination and 
presidency.

The NNPA represents Black-
owned newspapers with mil-
lions of weekly readers across 
the country, including major 
markets l ike New York,  Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Wash-
ington, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Houston, Dallas, 
Baltimore, Chicago and all of the 
nation’s “swing” states.

“You’ve got to win Black 
voters to win the primary,” Law-
rence Moore, a former Sanders 
delegate to the Democratic 

National Convention, told NBC 
News.

“It took [Sanders] a while to 
grow into and learn the issues, 
but he’s willing to listen and 
understand, unlike other poli-
ticians,” Moore said.

I n  a  pol l  commissioned 
by The Black Economic Alli-
anceand conducted by Hart 
Researchand Brossard Research, 
Sanders currently trails former 
Vice President Joe Biden among 
Black voters.

The poll, which measured 
how enthusiastic Black voters 
are about the Democratic presi-
dential candidates, showed that 
76 percent of respondents said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Biden; 64 percent said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Sanders who finished 
ahead of Sens. Kamala Harris 
of California (53 percent) and 
Cory Booker of New Jersey (43 
percent).

African Americans surveyed 
said affordable healthcare, col-
lege and the creation of more 
jobs with good benefits, were 
most important.

Sanders has openly reached 
out to African American leaders 
like NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson and others, where 
he’s discussed the economic 
climate, voter suppression, 
jobs and other issues facing the 
Black community.

In addition to Sanders’ cam-
paign office, NNPA Newswire has 
contacted each of the remaining 
24 Democratic presidential can-
didates for comment, including 
Biden, Harris, Booker, and Texas’ 
Beto O’Rourke, Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren and Kirsten Gillibrand.

“The path to economic se-
curity is rocky for families in 
America but that path is even 
rockier for Black families who 
have stared down decades of 
government sponsored dis-
crimination and institutional 
racism,” Sen. Warren told NNPA 
Newswire in an email.

“ This campaign is about 
making our government and 
our economy work for everyone 
and Black Americans will be on 
the frontlines of that conversa-
tion. The Black Press of America 
and its journalists are an inte-
gral part of how we make our 
democracy work,” Warren said.

Democrats hold hearing 
on white supremacy
The House Oversight subcommittee on 
civil rights and civil liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Supremacy: Adequacy 
of the Federal Response,” reportedly is 
the latest effort by Democrats to spotlight 
ways they say the Trump administration 
has systematically cut back on resources 
used to address threats from domestic 
extremists even as the FBI has reported a 
30 percent to 40 percent rise in domestic 
terrorism cases just since October.

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia

House Democrats on Tues-
day, June 4, grilled officials 
from the FBI and Depart-

ment of Homeland Security 
during a hearing focusing on 

how the Trump administration 
is addressing the growing threat 
of violent white supremacist 
groups.

The House Oversight Sub-
committee on Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Suprem-
acy: Adequacy of the Federal 

Response,” reportedly is the 
latest  effor t  by Democrats 
to spotl ight ways they say 
the Trump administration has 
systematically cut back on re-
sources used to address threats 
from domestic extremists even 
as the FBI has reported a 30 
percent to 40 percent rise in 
domestic terrorism cases just 
since October.

The hearing included FBI 
Assistant Director for Coun-
terterrorism Michael McGar-
rity, FBI Deputy Assistant Di-
rector for Criminal Investiga-
tions Calvin Shivers and DHS 
assistant secretary Elizabeth 
Neumann.

Democratic committee mem-
bers have said they would press 
those members of Trump’s cab-
inet on their “budgets and al-
locations of personnel, data 
collection practices, and strategic 
plans” to address threats from 
white supremacists.

Jobless Rate Increases for Black Men
By Frederick H. Lowe, 

NorthStarNewsToday.com

(TriceEdneyWire.com)–It was 
a new month for jobs data and 
things had gotten worse for 
Black men.

Businesses added 98,000 jobs 
in March, lower than predicted, 
and black men 20 years old and 
older continued to suffer from 
the nation’s highest unemploy-
ment rate.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics reported that the jobless 
rate for black men in March was 
8.2 percent up from 7.8 percent 

in February.
This compares with a March 

jobless rate of 3.6 percent for 
white men, down from 3.8 per-
cent February.

The March jobless rate for 
Hispanic men was 4.5 percent, 
down from 4.6 percent in Feb-
ruary.

There wasn’t any comparable 
data for Asian men 20 years old 
and older. Overall, Asians have 
the nation’s lowest jobless rate 
of 3.3 percent.

Nationwide, employment in-
creased in professional business 
services and mining services but 

the retail trade lost 30,000 jobs.
America’s unemployment rate 

declined to 4.5 percent, a drop of 
0.2 percentage points.
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Boris Johnson warns 
against relaxing UK 
lockdown

Philadelphiaobserver.com

The first world leader known to 
have had coronavirus is now 
leading his nation’s response 

to it, and in a speech outside 10 
Downing Street, the British Prime 
Minister had a clear message: 
Don’t give up on the lockdown yet.

In his first remarks after return-
ing to work Monday, Johnson ac-
knowledged that the restrictions 
were hard to bear and risked tak-
ing a heavy toll on the economy.

But he warned that the UK 
was at “the moment of maximum 
risk” and suggested restrictions 
would need to remain in place 
for the time being in to avoid a 
second peak of infection. The UK’s 
lockdown measures are due to be 
reviewed again by May 7.

Johnson struck a characteris-
tically upbeat tone in his address, 
drawing on his own brush with the 
virus to offer a message of hope to 
a country which has endured at 
least 20,000 deaths from the virus 
and where the government has 
faced heavy criticism for its early 
response.

“If this virus were a physical 
assailant, an unexpected and 

invisible mugger, which I can tell 
you from personal experience it is, 
then this is the moment when we 
are beginning to wrestle it to the 
floor,” Johnson said.

Johnson returns to the helm at 
a pivotal moment. His government 
has faced criticism for its han-
dling of the disease, particularly 
whether it took the virus seriously 
enough in the early stages of trans-
mission in the UK; the availability 
of protective clothing for health 
workers; and the country’s low rate 
of testing.

COVID-19 ravaging 
one of the richest Black 
counties in the U.S.

Philadelphiaobserver.com

The coronavirus has been dis-
proportionately impacting 
the Black community and 

Prince George’s County, Md. has 
become a prime example.

The predominantly African 
American suburb of Washington, 
D.C., where the average African 
American income is $100K, has 
seen a surge in cases and in 
deaths.

The Washington Post recently 
reported that the county has been 
inundated with the sick. Parking lots 
have been turned into makeshift 
trauma centers to offer care as the 
ICU’s are full. Funeral directors are 
running out of places to store the 
increase of bodies as the death toll 
from COVID-19 rises.

Medics wearing personal pro-
tection equipment (PPE), transport 
an African American patient show-

ing COVID-19 symptoms from his 
apartment on April 04, 2020 in 
Stamford, Connecticut. (Photo by 
John Moore/Getty Images)

Seventy percent of the coun-
ty’s 900,000 residents are from 
a minority background. Many 
of them are front-line workers 
in professions like maintenance 
workers and education who have 
been exposed to the virus. Others 
have underlying health issues 
such as diabetes, hypertension, 
and obesity.

To date, 130 African American, 
15 Latino, and 19 white people 
have died because of the novel 
coronavirus in PG County, accord-
ing to current data.

“It’s served as a magnifying 
glass for challenges we knew we 
had,” said county executive Angela 
D. Alsobrooks (D). “We know that 
when this is over, we can’t return 
to business as usual.” 

Macy’s plans to reopen all its 775 
stores in 6 to 8 weeks

Philadelphiaobserver.com

“No touch” consultations 
will be the rule at beau-
ty counters. Ear pierc-

ing, bra fittings and alterations will 
be temporarily suspended. Fitting 
rooms will be limited. Employees 
will wear company-issued cloth 
masks. And trying on dress shirts? 
Forget about it.

Macy’s, one of the biggest de-
partment store chains in the Unit-
ed States, announced these steps 
Thursday as part of an ambitious 
reopening plan. The company 
aims to reopen all of its 775 stores, 
including Bloomingdale’s, Blue-
mercury and its major flagships in 
Manhattan, in the next six to eight 

weeks, the latest sign of how eager 
the nation’s largest retailers are to 
return to business.

   It also brought into sharper 
focus what retail shopping could 
look like in the pandemic era.

The reopenings are expect-
ed to start on Monday, with 68 
stores in Georgia, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Tennessee and 
Texas. Macy ’s will  reopen 50 
more locations on May 11. The 
company ’s stores have been 
closed since March 18 because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, caus-
ing the majority of its sales to 
disappear.

Macy’s expects its reopened 
stores to bring in only about 15 to 
20 percent of their typical business 

at first and “slowly build” from 
there, the company’s chief exec-
utive, Jeff Gennette, said during a 
presentation. Whether shoppers 
would return, he acknowledged, 
was an open question.

“We’ll see how they respond, 
and based on that, we’ll be a lot 
smarter,” he said. “So I’m going to 
know a lot more by Tuesday of 
next week.”

Mr. Gennette sought to strike 
an optimistic note about the 
health of Macy’s business — he 
noted that April sales were “stron-
ger than we expected” — but he 
acknowledged that the company 
was simply not built to sustain the 
complete closing of its stores for a 
prolonged period.

Venezuela claims to have captured 
two Americans involved in failed 
invasion

(CNN)

Venezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro says two American 
“mercenaries” have been ap-

prehended after a failed coup at-
tempt launched over the weekend.

In a live address on state tele-
vision late Monday, Maduro bran-
dished what he claimed were the 
US passports and drivers licenses 
of the two men, along with what 
he said were their ID cards for Sil-
vercorp, a Florida-based security 
services company.

Maduro also showed what he 
said was a photo of the two men 
after they were captured, and 
accused the pair of playing “Ram-
bo” in a failed attack intended to 
unseat him.

Footage posted on Maduro’s 
official Twitter account shows 
several unidentifiable men in a 
boat with their hands in the air 
and a helicopter overhead. The 
men in the boat were not identi-
fiable in one video, but a separate 
photo more clearly depicted two 
men who Maduro claimed were 
American.

The CEO of Silvercorp, Jordan 
Goudreau, told the Washington 
Post that two Americans acting 
within a larger force were captured 
Monday, along with six Venezue-
lans, after launching an operation 
to infiltrate Venezuela. Goudreau 
said other members of what he 
called “Operation Gideon” were 
captured or killed on Sunday.

Goudreau identified the Amer-
icans as Airan Berry and Luke Den-
man, whose names match those 
on the Silvercorp IDs displayed by 
Maduro. Goudreau, a former US 

Army Green Beret, said the two 
men were fellow former Special 
Forces members like himself.

CNN has reached out to the US 
State Department and Silvercorp 
for comment but has not yet heard 
back.

Juan Guaido — the opposition 
leader who is recognized by the 
US and more than 50 countries as 
Venezuela’s interim president — 
denied any connection to Silver-
corp on Monday, and called for the 
human rights of those captured to 
be respected, Reuters reported.
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Rep. Jim Clyburn will 
lead House Oversight 
Committee on 
Coronavirus

By Stacy M. Brown, 
NNPA Newswire Senior 

Correspondent

House Majority Whip Jim 
Clyburn (D-South Carolina) 
will chair a newly estab-

lished oversight panel with broad 
authority to oversee the federal 
response to the coronavirus.

During an exclusive live broad-
cast, Clyburn told National News-
paper Publishers Association 
(NNPA) President and CEO Dr. 
Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr., that House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi decided to 
impanel a committee after she 
recalled a similar body selected 
by President Harry S. Truman after 
World War II.

“Speaker Pelosi called me sev-
eral weeks ago, and we got into 
this discussion about what we 
need to do and how we needed 
to make sure that this is done in 
such a way that it will meet with 
our vision of making sure that 
the greatness of this country is 
accessible and affordable for all,” 
Clyburn told Chavis.

“This pandemic has opened 
up some fault lines in this great 
country, and primary among them 
is healthcare. Healthcare is not ac-
cessible and affordable to all, and 
this pandemic has shown that to 
be the case.”

Clyburn continued:
“America’s greatness has al-

ways been because it’s been able 
to repair its faults. Speaker Pelosi 
said she’d given a lot of thought 
to what happened as this country 
was moving toward World War II 
and Truman told the Senate about 
the 116 committees who after 
World War 1 looked at all of the 

Coalition of civil rights leaders support 
CBC in protecting Black health

By Stacy M. Brown, 
NNPA Newswire Senior 

Correspondent

WASHINGTON, D.C., May 
3, 2020 – National News-
paper Publishers Asso-

ciation (NNPA) President and 
CEO, Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr., 
National Action Network (NAN) 
Founder Rev. Al Sharpton, Dr. 
Julianne Malveaux, the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), National Coalition of 100 
Black Women, and the Black 
Women’s Health Imperative, are 
up in arms because they say too 
many Washington politicians are 
protecting insurance company 
profits over health care for Afri-
can Americans.

Collectively, they argue that 
too often, insurance companies 
refuse to cover emergency ser-
vices, and either patients are 
forced to pay bills they cannot 
afford, or hospitals are shuttering.

Congress claims to be tack-
ling this challenge, but until the 
Congressional Black Caucus got 
involved, Congress focused only 
on protecting insurer profits, not 
people, according to the coalition.

Chavis, Sharpton, and others 
are throwing their support behind 
the CBC.

They’re asking that others also 
support the CBC.

Led by Chair Karen Bass (D-Ca-
lif.), the 55-member CBC has 

worked almost non-stop in fight-
ing for health equity in the African 
American community.

The CBC works to protect and 
expand voting rights, compre-
hensive criminal justice reform, 
building a more inclusive econo-
my, and ensuring access to quality 
and affordable healthcare.

A primary focus of the CBC re-
mains to target insurance compa-
nies that have disproportionately 
neglected the needs of African 
Americans while also providing 
below standard care.

“This outrageous situation 
benefits one group and one group 
alone: powerful insurance execu-
tives, who have managed to get 
off the financial hook for such bills, 
even as insurers shrink insurance 
coverage networks to wring more 
and more profits out of the sys-
tem,” Chavis has stated.

He and the other leaders have 
continued to express strong op-

position to any legislation that 
would give insurers more control 
over health care prices.

In their continued push for 
health equality, the group is work-
ing to ensure that insurance 
companies

expand their networks and 
cover more emergency services. 
This will maintain access to care in 
hard-hit Black communities. “The 
status quo means hospitals in our 
communities close first,” the group 
noted in a statement.

“We cannot let this happen. To-
gether, we can ensure that the old 
way of doing business – putting 
insurance company profits over 
people – STOPS.”

They continued:
“Join us and support the CBC. 

Help us work to make sure Con-
gress passes a bill that keeps us 
healthy and alive by allowing 
insurance networks to grow and 
cover lifesaving services.”

‘This never happened,’ former Vice 
President Joe Biden speaks on 
sexual assault allegation

By Lauren Victoria Burke, 
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Former Vice President Joseph 
Biden denied an allegation 
of sexual assault by a former 

Senate aide, Tara Reade, breaking 
a month of silence on the alle-
gation.

Biden was vetted before being 
selected as President Obama’s Vice 
President in 2008. Biden served in 
the Senate for 36 years and also 
served as Vice President for eight 
years. The first time Reade’s alle-
gation became public was March 
of 2020. However, Reade has four 
people corroborating that she 
told them of the alleged assault 
in the 1990s. 

MSNBC anchor Mika Brzezinski 
asked Biden to unseal his Senate re-
cords at the University of Delaware 
and asked, “Are you certain there 
was nothing about Tara Reade in 
those records?” Are you preparing 
us for a complaint that might be 
revealed in some way? Are you 
confident there is nothing?”

“I’m confident there’s nothing. 
No one ever brought it to the 
attention of me 27 years ago. This 
is — any assertion at all. No one 
that I’m aware of in my campaign, 
actually my Senate office at the 
time, is aware of any such request 
or any such complaint, and so I’m 
not worried about it at all. If there is 
a complaint, that’s where it would 
be. That’s where it would be filed, 
and if it’s there, put it out. But I’ve 

never seen it. No one has that I’m 
aware of,” Biden answered.

Biden is the presumptive Dem-
ocratic nominee and has commit-
ted to selecting a woman as his 
vice presidential nominee. 

Women’s groups have re-
mained silent on the Tara Reade al-
legations even though they were 
very vocal in late 2018 during the 
confirmation hearings for Brett 
Kavanaugh after he was accused 
by Christine Blasey Ford of sexual 
assault when they were teenagers 
in the 1980s.

The Biden allegations have 
forced many feminists to shift po-
sition away from what they were 
saying during the Kavanaugh 
hearings. The slogan “believe all 
women” was repeated and used 
on social media throughout. Now 
Biden is pushing for “hearing” 
women and pushing for investi-
gations of claims.

Actress Alyssa Milano, who 

acted as a de facto spokeswoman 
for MeToo during the Kavanaugh 
hearings, called for “due process” 
for Biden weeks ago when the 
Reade allegations first surfaced.

“I believe that, even though 
we should believe women… for 
so long, the go-to has been not 
to believe them. So really, we have 
to sort of societally change that 
mindset to believing women, but 
that does not mean at the expense 
of not giving men their due pro-
cess,” Milano tweeted last month. 

“I  don’t feel comfortable 
throwing away a decent man 
that I’ve known for 15 years,” she 
said of Biden. 

Lauren Victoria Burke is an 
independent journalist for NNPA 
and the host of the podcast 
BURKEFILE. She is also a politi-
cal strategist as Principal of Win 
Digital Media LLC. She may be 
contacted at LBurke007@gmail.
com and on twitter at @LVBurke

White supremacists 
urging members to 
spread coronavirus to 
Blacks, Jews, cops: FBI

Philadelphiaobserver.com

African Americans have been 
hit hardest by the coronavirus, 
contracting and dying of the 

virus at disproportionate rates. Now 
the FBI reports that white suprema-
cists, neo-Nazis and other extremist 
groups are encouraging followers 
infected with the coronavirus to 
spread the deadly disease to Black 
people, Jews and members of law 
enforcement.

ABC News recently obtained 
an alert sent by the FBI’s New York 
office that warned that “members 
of extremist groups are encour-
aging one another to spread the 
virus, if contracted, through bodily 
fluids and personal interactions.”

  The alert, which was sent to 
local police departments, said that 

extremist groups were directing 
members to use spray bottles to 
spread infectious fluids, People re-
ported.

The groups also advised mem-
bers to leave “saliva on door han-
dles” at FBI offices throughout the 
country, spit on elevator buttons 
and spread the virus in “nonwhite 
neighborhoods,” the brief states 
according to MSNBC.

“White Racially Motivated Vio-
lent Extremists have recently com-
mented on the coronavirus stating 
that it is an ‘OBLIGATION’ to spread 
it should any of them contract the 
virus,” the FBI brief said.

The discussions between ex-
tremist groups took place on 
a Telegram app channel that 
focused on “siege culture,” EUR 
Web reported.



Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a 

O
bs

er
ve

r 
• M

ay
 7

 –
 M

ay
 1

3,
 2

02
0 

• P
hi

la
ob

se
rv

er
.c

om

4

4

From page 3

103 veterans have died 
between 2 facilities in 
Massachusetts

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Between two Massachusetts 
residential and long-term 
care facilities, 103 veterans 

have died — 85 of whom tested 
positive for coronavirus.

As of Monday, Soldiers’ Home 
in Chelsea lost 26 veteran resi-
dents, with 19 testing positive 
for the virus. Holyoke Soldier’s 
Home, which is currently under 
federal investigation, has lost 77 
veteran residents. Of those, 66 
tested positive for Covid-19.

Another 83 veterans and 81 
employees of Holyoke and 28 res-
idents and 53 staff at the Chelsea 
facility have tested positive.

A tent sits idle beside the en-
trance to the Soldiers’ Home in 
Chelsea.

Gov. Charlie Baker announced 
an additional $130 million in 
funding for nursing homes and 
long-term care facilities in the 
state to provide additional staff, 
personal protective equipment 
and cleaning and disinfecting of 
the facilities. It will also be man-
datory for residents and staff to be 
tested and facilities will be audited 
to make sure they are meeting 
infection control requirements.

“Clearly protecting our most 

vulnerable citizens in nursing 
homes, rest homes and assisted 
living residence has emerged as 
one of the greatest challenges we 
face in our fight against Covid-19,” 
Baker said.

The outbreak at Holyoke Sol-
diers’ home could be due in part 
of to systemic issues that have 
plagued the facility for years, 
according to staff and union ac-
counts. Now, it is under a federal 
investigation.

The US attorney’s office in 
Massachusetts announced an in-
vestigation with the Department 
of Justice’s Civil Rights Division 
earlier this month into “whether 
the Soldiers’ Home violated the 
rights of residents by failing to 
provide them adequate medical 
care generally, and during, the 
coronavirus pandemic.”

Over 3,300 inmates test positive 
for Covid-19 in four U.S. state 
prisons, 96% show no symptoms

By Victor Omondi

When the first case of the 
novel Coronavirus was 
reported in Ohio’s pris-

ons, the director in charge found it 
hard to believe what was happen-
ing. The question was, how did it 
get to the inmates? Even tracing 
the roots of the spread was a bit 
difficult.

“We weren’t always able to 
pinpoint where all the cases were 
coming from,” said Annette Cham-
bers-Smith, director of the Ohio 
Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction.

Soon after the outbreak, they 
began mass testing. They started 
with the Marion Correctional In-
stitution that houses more than 
2500 prisoners in north-central 
Ohio. Most of the inmates were 
older with pre-existing medical 
conditions.

   Soon after testing 2300 in-
mates, they were shocked to 
discover that, out of 2028 who 
tested positive for the virus, more 
than 95% showed no symptoms.

“It was very surprising,” said 
Chambers-Smith, who oversees 
the state’s 28 correctional facilities.

As mass testing continues 
across the prisons, a larger num-
ber of inmates are showing no 
symptoms.

In at least four state prison 
systems, including Arkansas, 
North Carolina, Ohio, and Virgin-
ia, at least 96% of 3277 inmates 
who tested positive for the virus 
showed no symptoms, according 
to interviews with officials and re-
cords reviewed by Reuters. That’s 
out of the 4,693 tests that included 
results on symptoms.

These numbers contribute to 
the latest evidence suggesting that 
people who show no symptoms 
for the disease may be fueling the 

spread, not only in state prisons 
that house more than 1.3 million 
inmates across the country but also 
in communities across the globe.

“It adds to the understanding 
that we have a severe undercount 
of cases in the U.S.,” said Dr. Leana 
Wen, adjunct associate professor 
of emergency medicine at George 
Washington University, said of the 
Reuters findings. “The case count 
is likely much, much higher than 
we currently know because of the 
lack of testing and surveillance.”

 Mother dies during childbirth after 
tweeting about hospital complaints

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Amber Isaac, a 26-year old 
first-time mother, reported-
ly died shortly after giving 

birth to her son, Elias, at Montefio-
re Medical Center in the Bronx. She 
apparently feared it might happen 
and even tweeted about it days 
before her unfortunate death.

“She had mentioned to me 
that she feels like she’s not gonna 
make it,” her 28-year old partner, 
Bruce McIntyre, told The City. “And 
I would try my best to cheer her 
up. She would tell her mom she’s 
really glad the baby is healthy, but 
she’s scared that she’s not gonna 
make it.”

Sadly, what Amber feared came 
true on April 21 when her heart 
stopped as the medical staff re-
moved her son via emergency 
C-section, where her husband was 
prohibited to enter because of the 
general anesthetic used.

“As soon as they took the baby 
out, her heart stopped,” McIntyre 
said. “And she bled out. Her plate-
let levels were so low that her 
blood was like water, so nothing 
was clotting.”

   According to reports, Amber’s 
platelet levels had been dropping 
since February and even though 
she wanted to see the doctor, they 
were only able to meet via video call 
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

Having researched that the ma-
ternal mortality rate among Black 
women is higher, she expressed 
her frustration about it on Twitter. 
On April 17, she wrote on Twitter, 
“Can’t wait to write a tell all about 
my experience during my last two 
trimesters dealing with incompe-
tent doctors at Montefiore.”

She was only asked to come to 
the hospital on April 21 after call-
ing and sending numerous emails. 
That day, Amber gave birth when 
doctors realized she had HELLP 
syndrome, a condition that could 
lead to pregnancy complications.

Amber delivered a healthy 
baby boy, Elias. However, she did 
not survive.

profiteering, the price gauging, 
and the kind of fraud that these 
fly-by-night groups had done.”

Clyburn noted that healthcare 
and other fraud has run rampant 
during the current novel corona-
virus pandemic and, more than 
ever, African Americans are being 
victimized.

“This pandemic is vising fam-
ily after family after family. We 
know from all of the data that it 
is being visited more harshly and 
more prevalent among African 
American communities, and some 
Latino communities all over the 
country,” Clyburn stated.

The new panel is expected to 
enjoy far-reaching power to inves-
tigate how the trillions of dollars 
already approved by Congress for 
coronavirus relief are being used, 
Clyburn added. 

It will be able to issue subpoe-
nas, review America’s prepared-
ness for the crisis, and examine 
decisions about the crisis within 
the administration.

The panel will probe the “effi-
ciency, effectiveness, equity and 
transparency” of taxpayer funds 
used to respond to the crisis and 
will investigate reports of waste, 
fraud, and abuse of funds being 
spent, according to the establish-
ing resolution.

It will also be able to study the 
economic impact and disparate 
impacts of the crisis on different 
communities.

“This is about transparency 
and accountability,” stated Cly-

burn during the live stream titled, 
“Black America and COVID-19: 
Saving and Empowering Black 
Lives.”

Clyburn also talked with Cha-
vis about the NNPA’s Coronavirus 
Task Force and Resource Center, 
the first media-related entity in 
the United States to declare a 
“State of Emergency for Black 
America” as the fatalities among 
Black Americans have continued 
to rise alarmingly across the na-
tion. 

Using social media to increase 
public awareness about COVID-19, 
the NNPA continues to encourage 
the use of the hashtags: #Save-
BlackLives, and #NNPACoronavi-
rusTaskForce.

Clyburn, a 14-term U.S. Con-
gressman and the dean of the 
South Carolina congressional 
delegation has spent his career 
working to improve and empower 
the lives of African Americans. 
Former President Barack Obama 
once noted that Clyburn is “one 
of a handful of people who, when 
they speak, the entire Congress 
listens.”

As Assistant Democratic Lead-
er in the 112th Congress, the num-
ber three ranking Democrat in the 
House, Clyburn is the leadership 
liaison to the Appropriations Com-
mittee and one of the Democratic 
Caucus’ primary liaisons to the 
White House. 

He plays a prominent role in 
messaging and outreach.

The Clyburn-Chavis interview 
can be viewed at www.facebook.
com/blackpressusa.  

Rep. Jim Clyburn will 
lead House Oversight 
Committee on Coronavirus
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“I want my daughter to see how strong
women create their own future in retirement.”

Visit AceYourRetirement.org/Shero for:
   • 3-minute online chat with a digital retirement coach 
   • Free personalized roadmap based on your retirement goals 
   • Free tips to start boosting your retirement savings now
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JAXJAZZ, JAXJAZZ, JAXJAZZ
By Miles Jaye, Staff 

Writer, Texas Metro News

“When I hear jazz festi-
vals I think of great 
singers like Ella, Eck-

stein, Sarah, Nat and Natalie Cole, 
and Nancy Wilson. As much as 
I love Gladys, her name doesn’t 
come to mind. She is this year’s 
Jacksonville Jazz Festival head-
liner…”

I’ve listened to jazz music all 
my life. I was raised on the greats: 
Satchmo, Duke, Count, Bird, Diz, 
Monk and of course, Miles. I 
cherish the contributions of these 
giants to American culture, and 
the original content we export 
across the globe. It is truly and 
uniquely American!

When I hear jazz festivals I 
think of great singers like Ella, 
Eckstein, Sarah, Nat and Na-
talie Cole, and Nancy Wilson. As 
much as I love Gladys, her name 
doesn’t come to mind. She is this 
year’s Jacksonville Jazz Festival 
headliner.

I made no bones about Ms. 
Knight singing the National An-
them earlier this year at the Super 
Bowl. Her prerogative. But to bill 
her as “Jazz” is just wrong on so 
many levels. The headliner issue 
is no more than a point of interest 
in the grand scheme of things. 
There are bigger issues at play. 
I recently received a copy of a 
very interesting letter requesting 
cancellations by artists already 

booked for the event.
Here is an excerpt:
“Good afternoon, I am writing 

today in regard to your upcom-
ing performance at the Jackson-
ville Jazz Festival. Jacksonville is 
honored that you have agreed 
to do a show at this wonderful 
annual event. Jacksonville has 
been making great strides to 
become a hub for the perform-
ing arts, and events like this are 
a joy to see in our beautiful city. 
However, Jacksonville is marred 
with the stains of ages-old white 
supremacist values.

“The city has two confeder-
ate monuments and countless 
schools, streets and a park dedi-
cated to celebrating the treacher-
ous and racist acts of the confed-
erate states. A number of citizens 
in Jacksonville have banded 
together for years to endeavor 
to rid the city of the monuments 
and change school names.

“I am sure you are well aware 
of the national “Take ‘Em Down” 
campaign. As a representative of 
“Take ‘Em Down Jax” I am writing 
to urge you to use your celebrity 
status to assist in this effort.

“You are scheduled to per-
form in Hemming Plaza but what 
you may not be aware of is that 
towering above the park is a con-
federate monument. In addition, 
Hemming Plaza was the site of a 
horrific incident known as “Axe 
Handle Saturday” during the civil 
rights movement.

“I am writing to request that 
you do one of two things. It 

would make a very big impact in 
this campaign if you would agree 
to pulling out of the Jazz Festival 
and informing the organizers 
that you will not perform in the 
shadow of white supremacy.

“If you feel that you are unable 
to pull out of the show altogether, 
I would like to request that you 
make mention of the monument 
and tell Jacksonville that it needs 
to come down during your perfor-
mance and post to social media 
using hashtag #TakeEmDownJax.

“Thank you for your time and 
I await your response.”

In the interest of full disclo-
sure, I have my own personal 
concerns with the so-called Jazz 
Festival. I mentioned my lifelong 
love affair with jazz. However, I 
omitted the fact that I am also 
a formally-trained jazz musician, 

with a career of my own spanning 
40+ years.

I am a well-known, well-re-
spected, national recording artist, 
residing in the Jacksonville area, 
and while I have received prom-
ises and assurances — from City 
Hall officials to the event organiz-
ers — that I would be called to 
perform for my new hometown, 
I have never received such a call.

In fact, I’ve lived in Jackson-
ville for three years and have 
never been called for the Jazz 
Festival. It’s either paranoia or I’m 
“on the list” — more commonly 
known as being “Black-Balled.”

I do believe the individuals 
who book these events have 

every right to secure whatever 
talent they deem appropriate 
and sufficiently popular, after-all, 
there is a great deal of subjec-
tivity to any booking scenario. 
However, it begins to look as 
though politics has played more 
than a minor role in the selection 
process over the years.

Having played festivals in 
various parts of the world, other 
than a matter of principle and fair 
play, I have no vested interest in 
this particular festival.

Finally, given the opportunity, 
I could provide a dozen or more 
names of world-renowned, au-
thentic jazz players and singers 
who would be perfectly suitable 
for the event, and since revenue 
from tickets sales is not a factor 
in a free event, subjectivity or 
the perception of their popularity 
would not come into question. 
It would simply be a great event 
celebrating a wonderful Ameri-
can art form.

Mayor Dyer, Chief Mina accused of excessive 
force in lawsuit: What has changed?

By Roger Caldwell, NNPA 
Newswire Contributor

“Video of Noel Carter’s 
arrest, which was cap-
tured by a resident in 

an Orange Avenue apartment 
and by security cameras outside 
the Orlando Sentinel’s office, 
drew widespread criticism of the 
officers’ use of force. The footage 
showed Cruz and Mays kicking 
Carter as he lay on a sidewalk,” 
says Tess Sheets – reporter of the 
Orlando Sentinel.

Dyer and Mina “supported, 
justified, condoned, and oth-
erwise ratified” Orlando police 
officers David Cruz’s and Charles 
Mays’ actions through the agen-
cy’s use of force policy and failing 
to discipline officers for such in-
cidents, the suit claims. Excessive 
force was the policy that Mayor 
Buddy Dyer and then Chief John 
Mina, who is now the Sheriff of 
Orange County, Fla, condoned 
in the Orlando Police Depart-
ment. The Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement investigation 

“covered up” the Departments’ 
actions.

During an arrest in 2015 of bank 
department executive, Noel Carter, 
who happens to be a Black man 
was viciously and brutally beaten 
along Orange Avenue early in 
the morning. This gentleman was 
kicked, pepper sprayed, beaten 
and stunned multiple times with 
a Taser by two Orlando police offi-
cers David Cruz and Charles Mays.

“Video of Carter’s arrest, which 
was captured by a resident in an 
Orange Avenue apartment and 
by security cameras outside the 
Orlando Sentinel’s office, drew 
widespread criticism of the of-
ficers’ use of force. The footage 
showed Cruz and Mays kicking 
Carter as he lay on a sidewalk,” 
says Tess Sheets – reporter for the 
Orlando Sentinel.

It was obvious that Mayor 
Dyer and Chief Mina did not care 
about the treatment that a Black 
man received by the Orlando 
Police Department. This incident 
would be swept under the rug. 
If a police person knows there is 

no penalty for excessive force to 
people of color that becomes the 
policy and no reason to stop that 
behavior.

Last week, in a federal lawsuit 
in Florida’s Middle District, “Noel 
Carter claims he suffered constitu-
tional deprivations, emotional and 
physical damages when police 
officers David Cruz and Charles 
Mays used excessive force on him 
during the June 4, 2015 arrest. The 
suit also alleges Dyer and then – 
OPD Chief John Mina acted with 
deliberate indifference by failing 
to implement an adequate use of 
a force policy that would prevent 
excessive force,” reported Tess 
Sheets.

Many residents in Orlando 
know in the Black and Hispanic 
communities, excessive force 
and police brutality is an ongoing 
issue, and the mayor acts as if it 
does not exist. Between 2010 and 
2014, the Orlando Police Depart-
ment paid out more than $3.3 
million to settle lawsuits against 
officers for excessive force and 
police brutality.

The mayor and the city coun-
cil are ignoring an issue that is 
neither new nor isolated. Over 
a series of months in 2015, The 
National Action Network of Cen-
tral Florida called for Chief Mina’s 
resignation many times, but it 
appeared that the community 
kept forgetting the way they were 
treated in the streets.

Just recently, members of 
Orlando’s civilian police oversight 
board agreed with the Police De-
partment’s decision to discipline 
an officer who kicked a 13-year 
old boy in the chest during an 
arrest. It has been discovered by 
another officer’s body camera 
that the 13-year old boy was in 
a “position of submission” when 
the officer kicked him. They also 
agreed to discipline another 
officer, who failed to turn on his 
body camera during a shooting 
one month later.

There is a fundamental prob-
lem in the Orlando Police Depart-
ment that started with Mayor 
Dryer and continued with Chief 
Mina. There are still some issues 

that exist with the current chief, 
Orlando Rolón,whose perfor-
mance can’t really be judged 
because he has only been on the 
job for five months.

Many of the officers don’t care 
how people of color are treated; 
therefore, it is time for a change 
at the top with Mayor Dyer. For 
16 years, there has been lies and 
cover ups, and the dirt is so deep, 
it is time to clean house.

When only less than 20% of 
the registered voters vote in an 
election, it is time for the people 
to let their voices be heard, and 
vote. The silence from the resi-
dents in Orlando is appalling, and 
it is time to put pressure on Mayor 
Buddy Dyer and now Sheriff John 
Mina.

No one really knows how 
many ongoing lawsuits exist 
against Dyer and Mina, because 
everything is swept under the 
rug. Millions of tax dollars are 
being used to settle lawsuits, 
which could be used to improve 
our communities and the local 
transit system.

Miles Jaye Davis plays over 12 
instruments and is an artist, 
musician, author, painter, 
writer and singer. He is also a 
trained chef. milesjaye.netCount Basie performing at the 

Aquarium Night Club, NYC. 
(Photo: Library of Congress’ 
Music Division / Wikimedia 
Commons) Ella Fitzgerald, January 1940 

(Photo: From theCarl Van 
Vechten Photographs collec-
tion at the Library of Con-
gress. / Wikimedia Commons)
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Editorial

Let prisoners go during COVID-19 pandemic

By Jesse Jackson

Across the United States and across 
the world, prisoners are among the 
most vulnerable to the coronavirus. 

Overcrowded facilities, shortages of food 
and medicine, and totally inadequate 
testing expose prisoners who are dispro-
portionately poor and afflicted with prior 

conditions that render them vulnerable to 
the disease.

Prisoners increasingly are protesting 
their conditions, objecting to being sen-
tenced to die in prison.

Experts across the world are urging 
governments to reduce their prison popu-
lations swiftly. Michelle Bachelet, the Unit-
ed Nations high commissioner for Human 
Rights, warned that “The consequences of 
neglecting [overcrowded conditions] are 
potentially catastrophic.”

Many countries have begun to act. Tur-
key’s parliament authorized the release of 
45,000 prisoners. Indonesia has released at 
least 30,000. Even Iran’s dictatorial regime 
has released roughly 85,000 detainees, 
while dealing harshly with those protesting 
the risks.

The United States locks up more people 
than any other country in the world, largely 
because of harsh and wrong-headed pol-
icies. Fifty-five thousand are detained in 
jail awaiting trials, too poor to pay for their 
freedom under the current cash bail system 
that is prevalent in many states.

The Prison Policy Initiative reports that 
48,000 children are incarcerated on any giv-
en day. Many are charged only with “status 
offenses,” such as truancy or homelessness. 
The Health and Human Services office in 

charge of the custody of unaccompanied 
undocumented minors reports that 2,000 
are locked up. The New York Times reports 
that 59 in custody have already tested 
positive for COVID-19.

In California, The Marshall Project notes, 
more than one in seven prisoners are over 
the age of 55. The percentage of those 55 
and older in prison in the country has tri-
pled over the course of this century.

As Piper Kerman, author of “Orange is 
the New Black,” wrote in the Washington 
Post, this is largely the result of prison sen-
tences that are longer than those imposed 
by any other country. “Elderly probationers 
and parolees have some of the lowest recid-
ivism rates of all former inmates. Releasing 
such people poses very low public safety 
risks and will have a dramatic effect on 
preserving public health.”

After an outbreak killed six inmates 
in a federal prison in Lisbon, Ohio, U.S. 
District Court Judge James Gwin decried 
the “shockingly limited” amount of testing, 
noting that the prison has received fewer 
than 100 tests, while a state prison of similar 
size had done about 4,000 tests. Two federal 
prisons in New York City reported that they 
had tested a total of only 19 inmates since 
the outbreak began; 11 were positive.

This has to change before the pandemic 

spreads, and prisons across the country go 
up in flames as prisoners’ riot against their 
conditions.

Inmates awaiting trial, the elderly, the 
afflicted, and those who have served much 
of their sentence should get early release, 
if possible quarantined at home to ensure 
they are safe.

The space freed up should be used 
to provide more “social distancing,” while 
emergency steps are taken to provide 
adequate medicine, protective equipment 
like masks and gloves, and food.

Correctional officials need particular 
priority, for they are most at risk and, if 
infected, could spread the virus in the local 
communities. And the failure to provide ad-
equate testing in prisons and jails, as well as 
in society as a whole, is utterly inexcusable 
at this late date.

The crisis should also lead to larger 
reforms— drastically reducing sentences 
while expanding alternatives to incarcera-
tion, ending the cash bail system and the 
practice of locking poor people up while 
they await trial, expanding parole, reducing 
the overcrowded and primitive conditions 
of too many jails and prisons.

The virus is like getting hit by a club 
across the head. Perhaps that might help 
bring us to our senses.

Role of the Black church during a pandemic

By Pastor Jamal Bryant, 
Senior Pastor of New Birth 
Missionary Baptist Church

I recently came across an ar-
ticle on NewsOne.com that 
highlighted a furor on several 

social media platforms regarding 
whether wealthy pastors are con-
tributing enough to COVID-19 
relief efforts.

Admittedly, some of the social 
media memes and tropes were 
amusing and of course, some were 

outright meanspirited, sophomor-
ic and disrespectful but that’s the 
complex mosaic of the social me-
dia space and if you’re the public 
square at all, you have to be able to 
stomach the bitter and the sweet.

As I processed the article and 
the dialogue it generated, my 
personal and pastoral PTSD was 
kicked into overdrive recalling the 
pummeling my church (New Birth) 
and I took just a few weeks earlier 
when we announced that we’d 
formulated a partnership with a 

telemedicine firm and a commu-
nity health clinic to provide coro-
navirus testing to our community.

Without bothering to do any 
due diligence, we were labeled as 
“opportunists,” “vultures,” “ungod-
ly” and worse.

And while it is always painful to 
be insulted and castigated, it hurts 
even more when it’s the African 
American community leading 
the campaign of misinformation. 
Of course, New Birth and I were 
confident in our intent and exe-
cution of the testing initiative and 
fortunately, local affiliate C BS 46, 
cleared the issue up nicely and 
we’re moving forward.

Rather than get lost in trying 
to salve healing wounds, I believe 
our focus should turn to the larger 
question of what exactly the role of 
the church should be, not only in 
this season of a global pandemic 
but as the core societal anchor of 
the African American community.

I’ve preached many times that 
93 percent of what Jesus did was 
outside of the walls of the church 
as he healed, fed, evangelized and 
organized.

Admittedly, if you were to 
honestly assess the 21st century 
church, that dynamic has been 
completely flipped. Far too many 
churches and pastors are con-
cerned with what happens inside 
of the building and not concerned 
or active enough with affecting 

the greater community, and those 
who need to be ministered to be-
yond the opulence and comfort 
of gleaming wood floors and the 
immaculate stained glass.

We indeed have a conundrum. 
Should the church be doing more? 
Yes; and if you look closely many 
churches are doing plenty.

I am blessed to pastor at New 
Birth, where we have the capacity 
and more importantly, an engaged, 
committed church family who take 
seriously our mandate to love, lead 
and live like Christ. Our goal is to be 
a church that does 93 percent or 
more of our ministry beyond the 
walls of our beautiful sanctuary.

In a little over a year, we 
have provided meals for fur-
loughed federal workers; we 
have provided 5 000 pairs of free 
shoes for school-aged kids in the 
DeKalb/Atlanta community; we 
have b ailed o ut first time, non-
violent offenders; and married 
30 couples free of charge in two 
mass w eddings.

Even as we are all in the chaos 
and calamity of the COVID-19 
pandemic, we have decided that 
even if church has stopped, min-
istry doesn’t.

Consequently, we are provid-
ing free groceries to 1000 families 
each week and we have entered 
a partnership with local hotels to 
provide free lodging and meals to 
our beleaguered doctors, nurses 

and allied health professionals.
This is the work of the church 

and it is not only having a major 
impact in the community; it is 
helping to attract souls to Christ 
and members to our church. To 
God be the glory for over 300 
new members who have joined 
New Birth since we suspended our 
in-person worship a month ago.

I am proud of what we are 
doing at New Birth but there are 
plenty of other churches who have 
stepped up in a major way even if 
they are less heralded, barely no-
ticed and never celebrated.

It is disheartening to see so 
much misinformation gain mo-
mentum and to see the church 
chastised and rebuked in haste 
and seemingly at will.

The church is needed now 
more than ever and as we emerge 
from this recent Easter holiday, I 
am praying for my comrades of the 
gospel and I am hopeful that we as 
a people will be less antagonistic 
towards the body of Christ and 
that God will resurrect our hopes, 
restore our compassion and revive 
our love and interdependency on 
one another.

These times are challenging, 
stressful and unprecedented; 
it calls for all of us to raise our 
game and our consciousness in 
the hopes that we will emerge 
as a stronger, better connected 
community.
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Celebrate Black History Month

Former radio personality 
creates social media app 
for African Americans
‘Marcel’ to Debut his New App  
on Chuck D’s RapStation

By Stacy M. Brown, 
NNPA Newswire Senior 

Correspondent

On Friday, May 1, legendary 
Public Enemy front man 
Chuck D will host a “Hip-

Hop Earthizen Town Hall,” with Dr. 
Khan, one of today’s most relevant 
rappers.

The Town Hall will take place 
via livestream at Chuck D’s Rap-
station.com and on the station’s 
new app, built by the 30-year radio 
personality, Marcel.

“This app is bigger than just a 
way for people to have freedom 
of speech, or monetize their con-
tent,” Marcel told NNPA Newswire 
of his Nu Media Tech app.

“Those are truly important 
things, but bigger than that, we 
need to look at this app as a coun-
try. Our own country, in digital 
form,” he stated.

Expected to rival Twitter, Insta-
gram, and Facebook the Nu Media 
Tech app is in the final stages of 
readiness, and those interested 
will be able to get it soon from the 
Apple Store or Google.

“It’s an app that will rival the 
majors that we deal with,” Marcel 
stated. “I told Chuck that I’m on 
Mars, and everybody else is on 
planet Earth because I keep hear-
ing that we need this. I wanted to 
have an app where I can control 
it. You saw Teddy Riley and Baby-
face do their thing, but they’re 
not getting paid, Facebook got 
paid. My app is about freedom 
of speech, and it does what these 
others do and more. And, we 
won’t curb anyone’s free speech, 
and you should be paid when 

you use it.”
The app will provide a personal 

social media platform for users 
who can determine themselves 
what content they’d like to mone-
tize and get paid instantly, Marcel 
said.

He added that he’d invested 
much to make the app a reality.

“It’s about putting forth an ef-
fort to be a part of the solution to 
our problem as a people. People 
always say, ‘we need to come to-
gether and support one another,’” 
Marcel explained.

One of the benefits of the app 
is that it provides a place where 
everyone in the black community 
can all come together, Marcel said.

“Never before in the history 
of the world have we been able 
to come together in real-time, in-
stantly. Information is knowledge, 
and knowledge is power. We need 
to share information in real-time,” 
he stated.

If an African American is un-
lawfully and wrongfully “shot in 
the back by the police or a Zim-
merman type, we need to know 
this when it happens, and for 
those who organize, we can orga-
nize immediately,” Marcel noted.

His app will then allow African 
Americans to “use our collective 
voice and say ‘This is wrong and 
we aren’t allowing it.’”

“And then take it out to social 
media and blow it up with this 
kind of atrocity,” he said.

Like other social media plat-
forms, the message can reach 
communities quickly.

“This, as I see it, is truly going 
to be a powerful platform for us, 
and yes, we have to support it. 

Yes, it’s hard to do, yes it is very 
expensive and nearly impossible 
but so what. It has to exist. We 
can do it. It’s already here,” Marcel 
offered.

Chuck D told NNPA Newswire 
that he’s excited about Marcel’s 
invention.

“I’ve been having Rapstation.
com, a 10-station channel portal 
that gets into the curation and to-
tal eloquence and narration of hip 
hop, and I met Marcel through the 
general manager,” Chuck stated.

“He’s one of those geniuses, 
and when people look around and 
say how come we don’t have these 
portals to get our content around, 
he ends up partnering with a 
super mega-company (Apple), 
and he keeps making inventions 
and innovations. What’s great is 
that he’s got one name, Marcel, 
like Prince.”

Marcel recently received a 
notice from his Apple submis-
sion team that there were still 
a few bugs that need working 
through that could delay the app 
for another week, but that won’t 
affect Chuck D’s scheduled Town 
Hall on Rapstation.

“Every time I fix a bug, I have 
to test with my team as well, and 
it usually takes a week for just the 
beta testers to have it,” Marcel 
stated.

“I am glad to be getting the 
word out about the app coming, 
but at the end of the day, I care 
about the app being done right 
more than a timetable of com-
pletion. It has to be right. As an 
African American, I don’t get to 
get it wrong. It has to be perfect 
or better. Especially in this space.”

Irrfan Khan, Bollywood 
icon, dies at 53

Philadelphiaobserver.com

Bollywood star Irrfan Khan, 
known internationally for his 
roles in “Life Of Pi” and “Slum-

dog Millionaire,” died Wednesday, 
his representatives confirmed. He 
was 53.

“It’s saddening that this day, 
we have to bring forward the 
news of him passing away,” read a 
statement from Khan’s PR agency, 
Hardly Anonymous Communi-
cations. “Irrfan was a strong soul, 
someone who fought till the very 
end and always inspired everyone 
who came close to him.”

Khan, one of India’s best-known 
and most beloved actors, revealed 

in March 2018 that he had been 
diagnosed with a rare neuroen-
docrine tumor — an abnormal 
growth that begin in the body’s 
specialized neuroendocrine cells, 
according to the Mayo Clinic.

Irrfan Khan and Saba Qamar in 
Hindi Medium (2017).

Earlier this week, Khan was 
admitted to the ICU in Mumbai’s 
Kokilaben Dhirubhai Ambani 
Hospital due to a colon infection, 
according to his PR agency.

Khan’s mother died last week, 
but Khan was unable to attend her 
last rites owing to India’s ongoing 
nationwide coronavirus lockdown 
restricting citizens’ movements, 
the agency said. 

Wells Fargo waives 
collection of negative 
balances, provides 
stimulus check tips

By Stacy M. Brown, 
NNPA Newswire Senior 

Correspondent

Millions of U.S. residents 
have begun receiving gov-
ernment stimulus pay-

ments under the federal CARES 
Act.

Payments to eligible recipients 
will arrive by either direct deposit 
or a paper check, and Wells Fargo 
has issued six helpful tips that may 
help individuals access their funds 
as soon as possible.

The bank also has made some 
adjustments to ensure customers 
who are struggling financially, 
receive full payment.

In an email, Michael McCoy, 
who works in the bank’s corporate 
communications department, said 
Wells Fargo is pausing for 30 days 

the collection of negative balances 
existing at the time when stimulus 
payments are deposited.

“Many customers will automat-
ically receive stimulus payments 
in their accounts. We encourage 
customers who receive a stimulus 
payment paper check to use mo-
bile deposits or ATMs to deposit 
the checks, if possible,” McCoy 
wrote.

“We will also cash stimulus 
payment checks for non-custom-
ers in our branches, with no fees 
charged,” he stated.

Determine if you qualify for a 
government stimulus payment

Your eligibility is determined 
by the federal government

To learn more about eligibility 
and payment amounts, visit IRS.
gov/coronavirus under the “Eco-
nomic Impact Payments” link
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On the scene By Audrey J. Bernard

Ray J is all pumped up in 
new UrbanFlix TV series
From UrbanFlix TV comes “Pump” 

starring Ray J and produced by Grant, 
Phaedra Harris, and Angela White. 

The vivacious cast also stars Jennifer Free-
man, McKinley Freeman, Lanett Tachel, 
Redaric Williams, Cynthia Rodriguez, 
Christian Torres Villalobos, Michael Jai 
White, and Masika Kalysha.

As the story goes, when trainer, Sean 
Ford (Ray J) gets the opportunity of a life-
time, he leaves his job high and dry as his 
power punch videos transform him from 
Fitness Trainer into “Fitness God.” But after 
his supplement line causes spastic bouts 
of diarrhea, he and his videos are banished 

from the industry. 
With no endorsements, no friends, 

and flat out broke, Sean must crawl back 
with his tail between his legs to gentrified 
Inglewood, to a gym that started it all — 
“Pump.” And as he clamors to piece his life 
back together, he’s forced to rely on the 
only family he has left, his co-workers at 
the gym, and they are dysfunctional to 
the max. 

There’s a nutritionist who eats his emo-
tions, a front desk receptionist who slangs 
hair by the ounce and gossip by the minute, 
a yoga teacher with bouts of Tourette’s, 
and a spin instructor who exudes equal 

amounts of sexiness and sensitivity leaving 
every student equally…confused. This was 
the dysfunctional family that Sean left as 
soon as fame came knocking. 

And now that he’s back, not every-
body’s happy. Especially an old flame 
turned Supervisor that Sean left behind. 
And to make matters worse, a new foe has 
stepped into his once coveted top-spot 
and Is besting him in every area of life. But 
Sean’s inflated ego won’t let him settle for 
second best and he’s coming to reclaim 
his throne, even if he has to power punch 
his way back to the top. Stream Now on 
UrbanFlixTV.com

OWN pulls plug on ‘If 
Loving You Is Wrong’

Oprah Winfrey Network also 
announced that the fifth 
season of Tyler Perry’s “If 

Loving You Is Wrong” will be the 
final season of the Georgia-filmed 
series. OWN says the final sea-
son “promises to be explosive and 
sexier than ever.” The TV series is 
created, written, directed and 
executive produced by Perry.

This sexy, sleek drama takes 
viewers into the lives of a group 
of husbands, wives and friends 
that live and love in the same 
middle class neighborhood. On 
the surface they are true-to-
life, relatable people – raising 
children, working jobs, finding 
and maintaining romance – but 
just below the veneer of happi-
ness, their lives are entangled by 
heartbreak, deceit and lies that 
threaten to destroy everything.

The show premiered on OWN 

in September 2014 to record 
numbers for the network. The 
premiere averaged 1.93 million 
viewers, beating 1.77 million 
who watched the premiere of Ty-
ler Perry’s “Haves and Have Nots.”

“We are grateful to Tyler Per-
ry and the talented cast and crew 
for giving us five incredibly enter-
taining seasons,” said Tina Perry, 
president of OWN. “We can’t wait 
for fans to see the jaw-dropping 
storylines that are going to unfold 
this season. It delivers all the juicy 
drama like only Tyler Perry can.”

The fêted cast for “If Loving 
You Is Wrong” includes April 
Parker-Jones, Amanda Clay-
ton, Edwina Findley Dicker-
son, Zulay Henao, Heather 
Hemmens,  Charles Malik 
Whitfield, Eltony Williams, 
Joel Rush, Aiden Turner, and 
Octavio Pizano.

OWN ends ‘Greenleaf’ after five seasons
Oprah Winfrey’s OWN net-

work is saying farewell 
to  t h e  c h u rc h  d ra m a 

“Greenleaf” after a fifth and fi-
nal season for 2020-21 Season. 
The dramatic TV show revolves 
around the unscrupulous world 
of the Greenleaf family and 
their sprawling Memphis mega-
church. Scandalous secrets and 
lies are as numerous as the 
faithful.

In the final episodes premier-
ing in June 2020, the Greenleafs 
attempt to maintain a united front 
in the face of losing their church to 
Bob Whitmore and Harmony and 
Hope Ministries, but secrets past 
and present create what could 
be fatal fractures in the family’s 
fragile foundation.

  “Greenleaf” reigned as the 
number one scripted show on 
cable among Black viewers and 
averaged 1.1 million viewers in 
Season 4. “Greenleaf” is “described 
as the center of the community for 
the thousands of predominantly 

African American members who 
attend services there. But beneath 
its steeple lies a den of iniquity — 
greed, adultery, sibling rivalry, and 

conflicting values.”
The cast includes Keith David, 

Lynn Whitfield, Lamman Ruck-
er, Kim Hawthorne, Lovie Sim-

one, Merle Dandridge, Desiree 
Ross, Deborah Joy Winans, Tye 
White, Rick Fox, Beau Bridges, 
and Oprah Winfrey. The series 

also stars Desiree Ross, Lovie 
Simone, Jason Dirden, Oprah 
Winfrey ,  Rick Fox  and Tye 
White.

Cast of “If Loving You Is Wrong”

Cast of “Pump”

Cast of “Greenleaf”
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If you could do one thing for your community, what 
would it be? More daycare centers? More funding 
for Head Start? Completing the 2020 Census is a 
safe and easy way to inform how billions of dollars 
in funding flow into your community for hundreds of 
services. Respond online, by phone, or by mail.

If I could do one thing, 
I’d have a daycare 
closer to work.

 

2020CENSUS.GOV
Paid for by U.S. Census Bureau.

Complete the census at: 

C24097_3a_2019_Census_Daycare_Newspaper_HalfPage_SizeC_10x7.indd
02.25.20
Epson
HP

A24097x08B_340-00034703_CMYK_news.tif
4C Newspaper - Size C

NON-Bleed Size: 9.8125” x 6.8125”

Beyoncé’s BeyGOOD Foundation announces 
$6M COVID-19 for relief efforts

By Audrey J. Bernard

Megastar Beyoncé is throw-
ing her support behind 
COVID-19 relief efforts by 

providing medical resources and 
increased access to mental health 
services in the country’s hardest 
hit areas. The 24-time Grammy 
winner’s BeyGOOD Foundation has 
announced a largescale plan of 
support to alleviate the impact of 
the coronavirus pandemic with 
the help of local organizations and 

non-profits.
In a statement on her website, 

the foundation wrote, “Communi-
ties of color are suffering by epic 
proportions due to COVID-19. Many 
families live in underserved areas 
with homes that make it harder to 
practice social distancing. Commu-
nities were already lacking funds for 
education; health and housing are 
now faced with alarming infection 
rates and fatalities. And these com-
munities lack access to testing and 
equitable healthcare.”

As a result, the artist’s Bey-
GOOD foundation will support 
organizations working on-the-
ground towards coronavirus relief 
initiatives, including providing ne-
cessities like food, water, cleaning 
supplies, medicines, face masks 
and personal hygiene products 
to some of the country’s hardest 
hit areas.

Organizations benefitting from 
BeyGOOD’s magnanimous sup-
port include Matthew 25, No Kid 
Hungry, United Memorial Medical 

Center, World Central Kitchen, and 
others. In addition to supporting 
community-based organizations, 
BeyGOOD is collaborating along-
side Twitter co-founder and CEO 
Jack Dorsey’s Start Small Fund 
to donate $6M to mental health 
and wellness services in Houston, 
New York, Detroit and New Or-
leans through partnerships with 
UCLA and the National Alliance 
in Mental Illness (NAMI). Dorsey’s 
Start Small fund put forth $1B to 
COVID-19 relief funds last month.

“These are unprecedented 
times and it will take our collective 
effort to make a difference,” they 
concluded.

Rihanna, Jack Dorsey & Jay-Z donate $6.2M to COVID-19 
Popstar Rihanna’s Clara Lionel 

Foundation (CLF), Twitter 
& Square CEO Jack Dors-

ey and Jay-Z’s Shawn Carter 
Foundation (SCF) released $6.2 
million in grants for COVID-19 
rapid response efforts, both in 
the U.S and abroad.  The grants, 
distributed across eleven orga-
nizations, will support efforts 
that include providing shelter, 
food and healthcare services to 
homeless youth in New Orleans, 
to building virus testing capacity 
across the Caribbean and to the 

set-up of ICUs, hospital beds and 
isolation units in sub-Saharan Afri-

ca, among others.  This latest joint 
effort follows multiple additional 

rounds of COVID-19 response 
grants, including a co-funded 

$4.2 million round by CLF and 
Jack Dorsey and a $2 million 
matching grant commitment by 
CLF and the SCF.  Earlier in March, 
CLF announced $5 million to on-
the-ground partners working to 
protect and prepare vulnerable 
and marginalized communities in 
the United States, Caribbean and 
in Africa.  Previously, Rihanna and 
Dorsey had donated $4.2 million 
to help victims of domestic vio-
lence in Los Angeles during the 
COVID-19 stay-at-home order. 
(Photos by Getty Images)

Beyoncé (Photo by Getty 
Images)

Jack DorseyRihanna Jay Z
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureHealth
Angelina Jolie offers 
parenting advice during the 
pandemic

Newyorkbeacon.com

Award-winning actress Ange-
lina Jolie has penned a letter 
to parents, offering advice 

during the coronavirus pandemic.
“I am thinking of you. I am 

imagining how hard each of you 
is trying to get through your days,” 
reads the letter published in Time 
magazine’s Parents newsletter.

“How much you want to lead 
your loved ones through this. How 
you worry. How you plan. How you 
smile for them, when inside you 
feel at times you are breaking.”

Jolie, a mother of six, joined 
the magazine as a contributing 
editor last year. She writes monthly 
on topics including displacement 
and human rights.

Angelina Jolie with her chil-
dren.

In the letter published Friday, 
she opened up about her child-
hood and her decision to become 
a mother.

“I was not a very stable youth. 
In fact, I never thought I could be 

anyone’s mom. I remember the 
decision to become a parent. It 
wasn’t hard to love. It wasn’t hard 
to dedicate myself to someone 
and something greater than my 
life. What was hard was knowing 
that from now on I needed to be 
the one to make sure everything 
was okay.”

The 44-year-old continued 
about parents at home with their 
children during the pandemic, “all 
hoping they can do everything 
right, answer all needs, and stay 
calm and positive.”

One thing that has helped her 
is realizing it’s impossible to be 
perfect.

“It is a lovely thing to discover 
that your children don’t want you 
perfect. They just want you honest. 
And doing your best.”

Open letter to Black 
America on COVID-19

By Glenn 
Ellis(TriceEdneyWire.com) –

Dear Black America: By now, 
you seen or heard that it 
has been validated once 

again: when white America gets 
a cold, black people get pneu-
monia!

The early data emerging from 
the coronavirus pandemic in the 
United States has laid bare the 
disparities many public-health 
specialists are all too familiar with: 
Racial minorities are dispropor-
tionately affected by health crises 
such as this one. And in the case 
of COVID-19, more of them have 
died. As of this writing, there are 
over half-million confirmed cases, 
and over 20,000 dead. According 
to some experts, blacks, no matter 
where they live in this country, 
are thought to represent half 
of all those who have died, and 
upwards of 60-70% of confirmed 
cases.

In every one of the recent sto-
ries highlighting COVID-19, and 
its’ impact on African American 
communities all over this country, 
images, video, and commentary 
all magnify the “widespread” 
lack of compliance, the extreme 
vulnerability, and the disbelief 
that the virus is real. To the unin-
formed, it appears that black folks 
are just that “trifling”. If we buy 
into it, looking at the widespread 
devastation across this country, 
we could easily be made to feel 
that it our “fault”. Don’t let them 
make you mess with your sense 
of self-worth!

Somewhere, sooner or later, 
someone’s got to talk about insti-
tutional racism.

Everyone can agree that Afri-
can Americans, have been slow be 
tested; have difficulty complying 
with social distancing; tend to be 
“frontline” workers, without the 
ability to “work from home”; and 
are carrying a disproportionate 
burden of the full range of chron-
ic diseases. As all of these points, 
certainly, are major contributing 
factors to the high infection and 
death rates from COVID-19 among 
African Americans, few acknowl-
edge the link to institutional 
racism. While America was being 
built into the world’s greatest 
power, the disadvantages and 
marginalization of 400 years has 
left African Americans (for the 
most part) sicker, poorer, less ed-
ucated; and more vulnerable at a 
time like this. “You can’t drive a bus 
or wash dishes on Zoom.”

I felt an obligation to share 
some insights to help make sure 
that this does not become a 
“blame the victim” moment, or 
worse another effort to chip away 
at our collective sense of self-
worth and/or self-esteem.

We have not historically been 
included in mainstream society. 
We lived within the framework of 
our cultural patterns and behav-
iors. Almost without exception, 
every area where we have worse 

outcomes, has at its core, the 
impact of having built a society, 
with its’ tenets grounded in insti-
tutional racism.

Let me give you an example.
When the CDC guidelines were 

established, African American 
communities, by and large, were 
disadvantaged before the first test 
was conducted. The country was 
told not to go to the hospital or 
doctor’s office; call your doctor! 
Well…no one considered that a 
significant number of the black 
folks in this county don’t have 
a doctor!  Newly insured under 
Obamacare, state exchanges, or 
Medicaid expansion often do not 
have a specific individual they can 
call. As a result, a large percentage 
of the entire black community was 
disadvantaged before the first 
test was even conducted. So, the 
first to tested were the first to be 
hospitalized, and the first to get a 
ventilator. In addition, no testing 
means we were contagious longer 
and exposed larger numbers of 
other people who in turn infected 
others. Thus, the huge infection 
and death rates in our communi-
ties and families.

Another unacknowledged is-
sue is the management of chronic 
diseases for African American 
patients. We were generally sicker 
with a disproportionate rate of 
diabetes, heart disease, kidney 
disease (look at all the dialysis 
centers), and the usual suspects, 
before COVID-19 hit. Now, not 
only are we seeing a strain on 
the medical workforce to care 
for those hit with the virus. What 
are the provisions to insure that 
adequate, quality primary care 
will continue to widely available 
to care for this segment of our 
population? If there is nothing 
done, coming out of this we will 
continue to be sicker and more 
vulnerable to whatever may hit us 
in the future. Then, we will really 
feel like we did something wrong. 
Don’t let them make you mess 
with your sense of self-worth!

Add to that the cultural be-
haviors in African American com-
munities.

Webster’s defines social dis-
tancing as, “the practice of main-
taining a greater than usual 
physical distance from other 
people or of avoiding direct 
contact with people or objects 
in public places during the out-
break of a contagious disease in 
order to minimize exposure and 
reduce the transmission of infec-
tion.” Every culture is a world of 
its own. Verbal communication 
and day to day way of life are 
the true expression of what the 
culture of a certain place is like. 
Italians are typically a very so-
cial, and physically affectionate 
people.

You know, the same cultural 
behaviors that (in my opinion) 
almost wiped out Italy: close fam-
ilies; celebrations; funerals; physi-
cally affectionate. No one singled 
them out for their behavior. Now, 
can we do better? Should we 
be doing better? You absolutely 
right. We can and we should; and 
I believe we are, and we will. Don’t 
let them make you mess with your 
sense of self-worth! We’re smarter 
than that, and better than that.

Remember, I’m not a doctor. 
I just sound like one. Take good 
care of yourself and live the best 
life possible!

The information included in 
this column is for educational 
purposes only. I do not dispense 
medical advice or prescribe the use 
of any technique as a replacement 
form of treatment for physical, 
mental or medical problems by 
your doctor either directly or 
indirectly.

 Glenn Ellis, MPH, is a Harvard 
Medical School Research Bioethics 
Fellow and author of Which Doc-
tor?, and Information is the Best 
Medicine. Ellis is an active media 
contributor on Public Health Eq-
uity and Medical Ethics. For more 
good health information visit: 
www.glennellis.com

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

WWE Superstar
Roman Reigns and 
daughter Joelle
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureInternational
Floods, human activities 
submerge Lake Victoria region

(GIN) –

Pounding rains over the last 
two months have set off 
catastrophic flooding of bib-

lical proportions, surging over the 
weekend into some 20 of the 47 
Kenyan counties bordering Lake 
Victoria–a massive trans-boundary 
body of water shared by Kenya, 
Tanzania and Uganda. Some 23 
rivers empty water into the lake.

  “These floods are the worst to 
hit the country since 1997 when 
heavy rains linked to the El Niño 
phenomenon killed more than 80 
people in 24 hours”, said Abbas 
Gullet, Secretary General of the 
Kenya Red Cross after viewing the 
disaster area.

  Hundreds have been dis-
placed and farmland is under-
water, ruining prospects for food 
self-sufficiency.

  For decades, scientists have 
warned of the impact of human 

activities and climate variability 
causing unusual levels of rainfall.

  “Loss of forest cover, en-
croachment on wetlands, lake-
shores and river banks including 
poor land use practices, have 
resulted in soil erosion leading 
to siltation of our water bodies,” 
Uganda’s water and environment 
minister, Sam Cheptoris, said. 
“This has resulted in the rapid 
movement of water into the lakes 
and rivers with a lot of silt, which 
reduced water storage capacities 
of our water bodies.”

  “The level is going up. We 
cannot stop the water,” warned 
Dr. Callist Tindimugaya, Ugandan 
commissioner for water resources 
planning. “Move to other areas if 
you are near the shores. Because 
water levels will increase as we 
release the water (from the Na-
lubaale Power Station) in Jinja.”

  “People have built all around 
the lake because the level had 

gone down previously,” he con-
tinued. “People encroached on 
the protection zone… The water 
is coming back to reclaim its 
position.”

  “It is eroding shorelines, al-
tering ecosystems and causing 
flooding and economic damage,” 
Raphael Kapiyo, an environmental 
scientist in Kenya, told the Stan-
dard Media.

  There is special concern about 
villages and towns near the Tana 
River where three hydroelectric 
dams could be topped over by 
water running down from Mount 
Kenya.

  Waterfront properties, luxury 
hotels and a Protea Hotel, part of 
Marriott International, have also 
been submerged in the last few 
weeks.

  Leonard Ogolla, a village el-
der, is still counting losses incurred 
from the flooding.

  “Everything I owned, includ-

ing my house, has been swept 
away. We are hoping that we can 
get some help to get back on our 
feet,” he said.

  Kenya’s meteorological de-
partment has warned the rains 
could continue for the next two 
months. 

ANC military leader Denis 
Goldberg–who shared prison time 
with Madiba–passes

(GIN) –

One time ANC military Denis 
Goldberg was one of Nel-
son Mandela’s two co-de-

fendants from the 1963-64 Rivonia 
trial at which 10 men were on trial 
for their lives for conspiring to 
overthrow the apartheid regime 
by force.

  Goldberg was sentenced to 
life imprisonment alongside Man-
dela for the crime of sabotage, 
serving 22 years at Pretoria Central 
prison, rather than Robben Island 
because of his color.

  He was a mainstay of the 
ANC ’s mil itar y operation in 
Cape Town, obtaining bomb 
ingredients and instructing re-
cruits on how to handle them. 
After the Sharpeville massacre 

in 1960, he was recruited by 
Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), the 
armed wing of the ANC, and 
took part in its campaign of 
sabotage against installations 
and rose to run its first military 
training camp.

  He fought against corruption 
but for years only within the ANC. 
Eventually, on a visit to London in 
2016 to receive the freedom of 
the City of London, he publicly 
called on the Zuma government 
to resign.

  His last campaign was to cre-
ate the House of Hope, an arts and 
educational center in Hout Bay 
for deprived children, to which 
he left his collection of vibrant 
African art.

  He died at his home near 
Cape Town. He was 87.

Fela Kunti with drummer Tony Allen 
responsible for Afrobeat sound

(GIN) –

Pioneering drummer for many 
decades, Tony Allen was a mu-
sical partner of the Nigerian 

singer, composer and activist Fela 
Anikulapo-Kuti. He passed away in 
Paris at age 79.

  Allen was the drummer and 
musical director of Fela’s band 

Africa ’70 and was one of the pri-
mary co-founders of the Afrobeat 
sound.

  As Fela sharpened his at-
tacks on corruption in politics, 
Allen took a different direction, 
collaborating with many of the 
world’s top musicians. This year, 
Allen released Rejoice, a CD 
of music he created with late 

South African trumpeter Hugh 
Masekela.

  “Rest In Power to Tony Al-
len, The Godfather of Afrobeat 
Rhythms,” wrote Nigerian-Ameri-
can rapper 

Jidenna on Twitter. “Thank you 
for giving us the sound that would 
change our lives and our destiny 
as a people.”

First Kenyan PhD marine 
scientist, Prof Mohamed 
Hyder dead at 88

(GIN) –

Kenya’s f irst PhD marine 
scientist, Prof Mohamed 
Hyder, died at his home 

in Kizingo, Mombasa, after a 
long illness. The 88-year-old 
leaves behind a wife and three 
children.

  After completing his un-
dergraduate work at Makerere 
University, Professor Hyder moved 
to Scotland where he took up 
biology, which was his passion.

  While teaching at Makerere, 
he conducted research in marine 
life and fisheries. He later got a job 
at the University of Nairobi where 
he set up and headed the College 
of Biological Sciences.

  “Mombasa mourns the loss of 
one of its great sons,” commented 
Mombasa Gov. Hassan Joho.

  “A great scholar and known 
to many across the world for his 
knowledge, wisdom, kindness 
and humility.”

  Communication scientist 
Julius Kirigha, who also wrote a 
film about Hyder, added: “His con-
tributions in the field of academics 
were great and we wish he could 
have stayed longer.”

May they rest in peace
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureCulture

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.

Michael Jordan is 
donating ‘The Last 
Dance’ proceeds to 
charity

Newyorkbeacon.com

Michael Jordan and NBA fans 
have been glued to the TV 
ever since ESPN started 

airing its 10-part miniseries The 
Last Dance.

According to multiple reports, 
the biliionaire NBA legend is do-
nating his share of the proceeds 
from the docuseries to various 
charities. He has reportedly earned 
up to $4 million from the high-
ly-rated project.

“$0: The amount Jordan will 
bank from The Last Dance. He’s 
donating his entire share of the 
proceeds, which should reach at 
least $3 million to $4 million, to 
charitable causes,” Forbes’ Kurt 
Badenhausen reported.

The Last Dance continues to 
attract tons of viewers to ESPN 
and is spilling all of the hot tea 
about Jordan and his Bulls team-
mates in his last championship 

season with the team.
In one of two episodes that 

aired on Sunday, Jordan shared 
that he once had to fly to Vegas to 
retrieve his teammate, the brash 
and outspoken Dennis Rodman, 
from the bed of his then girl-
friend, Carmen Electra. The former 
MTV video host and actress stated 
that it could be “hazardous” being 
Rodman’s girlfriend due to his off-
court antics. (They eventually mar-
ried, but it only lasted six months.)

Oprah Winfrey to deliver virtual 
commencement speech for Class 
of 2020

Newyorkbeacon.com

Oprah Winfrey is lending her 
voice and inspiration to 
help the graduating class 

of 2020 have at least one memo-
rable moment.

According to Deadline, Oprah 
will be the featured commence-
ment speaker for #Graduation 
2020: Facebook and Instagram 
Celebrate the Class of 2020, a 
multi-hour streaming event set 
for May 15 on both platforms.

Aimed at this year’s seniors 
whose commencement cere-
monies have been canceled due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, 
Facebook and Instagram will 
be honoring the class of 2020 
with a virtual graduation event. 
It also will feature words of wis-
dom from Awkwafina, Jennifer 
Garner, Lil Nas X, Simone Biles, 
among many others.

The idea comes after 43 states 
and Washington DC issued or-
ders that will keep students at 
home for the remainder of the 

academic year, and many schools 
have turned to remote learning. 
The decision to help fight the 
coronavirus pandemic has can-
celed countless high-school and 
university graduations across the 
world, with a number of univer-
sities considering the possibility 
that in-person classes may not 
resume until 2021.

 Miley Cyrus is also sched-
uled to appear for a special per-
formance of her hit song, “The 
Climb.”

In addition Facebook is pro-
viding tools for graduates to host 
their own virtual graduation cer-
emony and parties. The company 
is adding special features such as 
a virtual graduation hub, custom 
filters, and celebrations enabled 
by Messenger Rooms.

The video will be broadcast on 
Facebook Watch and available at 
facebook.com or via the app with 
individual segments being posted 
to the official @instagram account 
on Instagram.
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US ELECTIONS/2020
FOR YOUR INFO: New York 

City registered voters can re-
quest a written ballot for the 
New York June 23 Primary, go to 
https://nycabsentee.com. Pri-
mary for US Congressmembers, 
NYS Assembly and NYS and NYS 
Senate. Board of Elections will 
start to mail ballots on May 8.

Presumptive Democratic 
Democratic nominee Joe Biden 
did not keep his promise to name 
a running mate by May 1. He 
named a 4 member committee 
to help determine a VEEP, which 
will probably be announced at 
the live Democratic Convention 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, August 
17 to 20. Will he consider candi-
dates other than women? His 
polls against Trump look good 
in blue, red and battleground 
states. His campaign is marred 
by an ex Senate aide Tara Reade 

who alleged that he sexually 
assaulted her 27 years ago. Hello 
Tom Perez, Democratic National 
Committee Chair, please no 
more major changes or surprises 
before August 17.

ARTS/CULTURE
The 2020 Pulitzer Awards 

were announced on May 4. Afri-
can Americans artists fared well. 
Colson Whitehead won Fiction 
Award for THE NICKEL BOYS 
based on the real horrors extant 
at the “ Dozier School for Boys, 
in Florida, for 111 years, which 
warped the lives of thousands 
of boys.” Whitehead won 2017 
Pulitzer award for fiction for 
THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. 
Nikole Hannah-Jones, NY Times 
journalist for won award for Best 
Commentary for her report on 
the Times Magazine’s “The 1619 
Project,” a single- issue about 
“the contributions of African 
Americans, including enslaved 
Africans, to American history.” 
Jericko Brown won for Poetry, 
“The Tradition,” a collection 
which runs the gamut from “the 
Trojan War to James Baldwin to 
the unpunished violence that 
police commit against Afri-
can Americans.” Anthony Davis 
won for MUSIC for “The Central 
Park Five’ a jazz-infused opera 
with libretto by Richard Wesley, 
about “The Latino and African 
American teenagers wrongfully 
convicted of a 1989 group rape 
of a white woman.” A special 
citation was awarded posthu-
mously to African-American 
Ida B. Wells (1862-1931) for her 
role as investigative journalist/
founder of the Memphis Free 
Speech, who dealt with racist 
violence and lynchings in Amer-
ica.” Michael R. Jackson, wins 
for DRAMA, “A Strange Loop 
by Michael R. Jackson,” about 
a gay, Black musical theater 
writer, which played at NY Off 
Broadway house, Playwright 
Horizons. Founded in 1917, 
the Pulitzers are US Awards for 
achievement in newspapers, 
online journalism, literature. 
and musical composition.

Iconic model and business 
woman Naomi Campbell dons 
the Essence May/June cover for 

its 50th Anniversary issue. This 

golden anniversary issue includ-
ed stories relevant to its audience 
of African American women and 
the effects of COVID 19 on their 
lives. Issue is first in Essence issue 
curated by its cover personality. 
Campbell did her own makeup 
and executed the cover photo 
shoot with her Iphone owing 
to COVID19 travel restrictions. 
Founded and financed in 1970 by 
African American entrepreneurs, 
Essence Communications and 
Travel Fest were sold to media 
giant Time Warner Warner be-
tween 2000 to 2005. Billionaire 
Liberia-born investor Richelieu 
Dennis, acquired Essence pack-
age in 2018. 

A Harlem-based management consultant, Victoria Horsford can be reached at Victoria.horsford@gmail.com

By Victoria Horsford 

COVID19
The worldwide total of  COVID19 infections 

through May 4 is 3, 483, 055 with 251,537 deaths.  
For same period, in the United States, there were 
1.2 million cases of COVID-19 with 68,843 deaths.  
The New York State  COVID19  infections totaled 
324, 357 cases with 24,788 deaths, including  NYC 
stats of  181,034 cases  with 18,580 deaths.    Why 
does the United States total 1/3 of the COVID19 
cases?   

The  COVID19 coronavirus pandemic is the new 
academic discipline,  a required course for all stu-
dents of planet earth.  The pandemic has touched 
down on almost all continents delivering a power 
punch of fear,  sorrow and suffering.   COVID19 
also underscored the abundant fault lines in global 
society:  racial inequities and disparities  in income, 
education, health care, and class.  The public health 
crisis has impacted international economies, and 
brought the world to a discomforting standstill.  
Closer to home, look at the republic of the United 
States unable to summon the national leadership 
necessary to manage a bona fide crisis, having 
claimed the lives of almost  69,000 Americans.      
The only defense Americans have against the 
dreaded public health menace are strong, intel-
ligent proactive governors like Governor Andrew 
Cuomo,  ready to do battle with the limited resourc-
es at their disposal.   Since mid March,  many states 
have run billion dollar deficits battling the carnage 
brought by COVID19. The Federal government 
has enacted stimulus initiatives to corporations, 
to Americans, but no financial aid to the states.   A 
new paradigm for the social order is in order once 
COVID19 is vanquished.       

On May 4, President Donald Trump officially po-
liticizes his administration’s mismanaged COVID19 
crisis when  he tells the New York Post.   “Blue state 
coronavirus bailouts are unfair to Republicans.  A 
bailout is different than reimbursement for the 
plague.”  He predicted that an economic rebound 
from coronavirus by the end of the year.  Is he saying 
that chief executors, the Governors   Andrew Cuo-
mo, NY;   Phil Murphy, New Jersey; Gavin Newsom, 
California;   JB Pritzker, Illinois and their constituents 
are not legitimate stakeholders in the USA.  Either of 
the above governors would be a good VEEP running 
mate for Biden!  Trump is unwittingly writing his 
downfall in November. Moreover,  he will take down 
most of the 23 GOP US Senators up for re-election. 

A note on the Trump  blue state bias,  many 
southern red states are the next COVID19  hotspots. 
Presumably, he will not bail them out.  States like 
Texas, Georgia  and Florida, who adopted the 
Trump call for “reopening the economy” are ex-
periencing surges in COVID19 cases and deaths.           

A gradual return to states’ reopening would 
be more prudent.   And social distancing and the 
face masks are not to be abandoned yet. Most of 
the red states do not have infrastructure in place 
to accommodate runaway virus pandemic.     What 
is happening in those early reopen the economy  
states? In Utah, officials closed tattoo parlors and 
salons after 500 complaints were filed. In Wiscon-
sin a cardiologist was suspended from work after 
attending a rally without his mask. In Alabama, 
police were called to remove teens hanging out 
in front of a bowling alley.

America, America, the land of the free who do 
not want to wear face masks  and the home of 
many fools unable to cope with cabin fever.  

 US/COVID19 RAPID RECOVERY
Top priority must be given to 

an effective COVID19 treatment 
and to a COVID19 vaccine. Sci-
ence researchers the world over 
are poised on a cure. More than 
40 scientists and Big Pharma 
are working on cures. A team of 
National Institutes of Health sci-
entists are working on a vaccine 
as is Oxford University which is 
running clinical trials. Both are 
guestimating a breakthrough 
by year’s end.

Meanwhile, read COVID19 
survival tips. An Essence mag-
azine online news brief written 
by a medical doctor lists the 
disadvantages of social isola-
tion, which increases sedentary 
behavior, spending lots of time 
sitting while working at home. 
The lack of physical movement 
can lead to decreases blood 
flow and allows gravity to cause 
blood to pool in the legs, putting 
one at risk for two conditions 1) 

deep vein thrombosis DVI which 
a blood clot in the legs with 
symptoms like pain, redness 
or swelling of the calves and 
2) pulmonary embolism, PE, a 
blood clot in the lungs that may 
have traveled from the legs with 
symptoms like sharp chest pain, 
trouble breathing or sudden 
death without warning. Preven-
tion tip walking, bicycling, don’t 
stay still for long stretches, and 
drink lots of water. Work the legs! 

Gavin Newsom, 

Andrew Cuomo

Tom Perez

Nikole Hannah-Jones

Naomi Campbell

What's going on
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14 Sometimes the person who helps you fi nish

high school hasn’t even started preschool.
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If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have more

support than you realize. Find free adult education classes near you

by texting FINISH to 97779 or by visiting FinishYourDiploma.org.
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Classified

PUERTO RICO
CONDO FOR SHORT SALE

BEAUTIFUL PENTHOUSE APARTMENT IN 
LOIZA FOR SALE. TWO LEVELS FOR MASSIVE 

ENTRTAINING PROVIDING PRIVACY WHILE 
SUNNING AND ELEGANT DINING UNDER THE 

MOON-LIT SKY. MEDETERRENEAN DESIGN. 
CONDO IS ON THE BEACH WITH OCEAN VIEWS . 

PRICED TO SELL. CALL 212-213-8585 

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

ATTORNEY

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To Significant Cash Award. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. For 
Information Call 877-225-4813

AUCTIONS
NYS SURPLUS REAL PROPER-

TY PUBLIC AUCTION: 11/8/19, 
335 Nashopa Road, Mamakat-
ing, NY, 3,767sf colonial, 3.26acs, 
5BR, 3.5baths, fin-bsmt, MINBID 
$249,000; Open House: 11:00am-
1:00pm, 10/15,10/23,11/1; ogs.
ny.gov/NYSStore 518-474-2195

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For 

Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your 
donation is 100% tax deductible. 
Call (917) 336-1254

FINANCE
Denied Social Security Dis-

ability? Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed 
SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help! Win or Pay Nothing! Strong, 
recent work history needed. 866-

979-0096 [Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH
A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 

over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-
977-3677

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-866-569-7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-855-579-8907

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 

EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 888-657-9488.

MISCELLANEOUS

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-
AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home 
repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

TV INTERNET PHONE
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-

nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 1-888-
609-9405

Get DIREC T V! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional 
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO 
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-977-7198 
or visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/
press

JOB: ADC-UCF-N92114C
DOCUMENT NAME: 3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd

DESCRIPTION: Aaliyah: Invest
BLEED: None

TRIM: 11.5" x 10.5"
SAFETY: None
GUTTER: None

PUBLICATION: Various Newspapers
ART DIRECTOR: Alan Vladusic 8-4572
COPYWRITER: Bruce Jacobson 8-3119
ACCT. MGR.: Sarah Blechner 8-4490

ART PRODUCER: Veronica Reo 8-3459
PRINT PROD.: Tom Stocks 8-3941

PROJ. MNGR.: Linda Holmes 8-4121
This advertisement prepared by Young & Rubicam, N.Y.

3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd

CLIENT: Advertising Council, Inc. TMG #: 3C71977 HANDLE #: 10 JOB #: ADC-UCF-N92114C BILLING#: ADC-UCF-Y91597
DOCUMENT NAME: 3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd PAGE COUNT: 1 of 1 PRINT SCALE: 100% INDESIGN VERSION: CS5
STUDIO ARTIST: KMS 6-9941 LAST SAVE DATE: 4-29-2013 3:16 PM CREATOR: Chapmans CREATION DATE: 4-17-2013 2:50 PM

DOCUMENT PATH: Macintosh HD:Users:sullivanke:Documents:2013 Work:April 2013:29 April 2013:3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd
FONT FAMILY: Champion (Featherweight), DIN Schrift (30640 Neuzeit Grotesk Bold Cond), Helvetica Neue (57 Condensed)
LINK NAME: 3B71817_ADC_g2_w_BW.tif, 3B71817_ADC_k3_grid_BW_w.ai, 3B71817_ADC_j2_BW_40_w.ai, ADCouncil_KO_yr1.eps, UNCF_tag_ko_yr1.eps
INK NAME:  Black

T:11.5"

T:10.5"

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO INVEST IN A GOOD THING.
Introducing Better FuturesTM—a whole new kind of investment with a greater 
return than money. When you invest, it helps kids go to college. Because 
a mind is a terrible thing to waste but a wonderful thing to invest in.TM 
Invest in Better Futures at UNCF.ORG/INVEST

©2013 UNCF

Subscribe  
Philadelphia Observer

405 Lexington Avenue,  

26th Floor, New York, NY 10174.

philadelphiaobserver.com
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Sports
Job well done, George!

By Andrew Rosario

After 23 distinguished years as 
one of the best columnists/
sportswriters in the country, 

the New York Post said goodbye to 
George Willis. To say it is their loss is 
an extreme understatement.

I began reading the New York 
Post in High School playing base-
ball in my junior and senior year. 
My first year in junior college (Sulli-
van County) one of my teammates 
was Yankees second basemen 
Willie Randolph's brother. Another 
story all together. I continued to 
read the paper when l could, fol-
lowing the New York sports teams.

Fast forward to 1984 and l was 
employed in corporate America for 
the next 12 years. Sports had always 
been a part of my life. My parents 
raised 5 of us, my sister being the 
oldest. We played every sport. My 
older brother Charlie was the point 
guard his freshman year at Baruch 
college. My younger brother came 
within one game of going to the 
college World Series as a member of 
Wagner College losing to St. John's 
that had John Franco and Frank 
Viola in their rotation. Gene made 
the NCAA College All Star team and 
started at third base. We sat front 
row at Shea Stadium watching Gene 
play in a stadium that saw the Met-
ropolitans win the 1969 and 1973 
World Series.

All the while l had been read-
ing the writings of George Willis 
as he covered the most import-
ant sporting events both locally 
and nationally. I left corporate 
America in 1997 not sure what 
my future had in store. As an 
undergrad at the New York Insti-
tute of Technology, l was part of 
WTNY the school radio station. 
Because it was a cable radio sta-
tion we were granted credentials. 
l covered the Knicks and Yankees. 
To this day, stories of Billy Martin 
and Hubie Brown resonate. The 

number of sports writers of color 
were few. Then came November 
of that fall.

I was in South Beach Miami 
when l received a call from radio 
station 98.7 Kiss FM. The New 
York Knicks were in town and 
they asked if l could get pre and 
post game sound. l decided to 
stay in Miami and cover the Heat 
for the rest of the regular season 
not knowing they would face the 
Knicks in the first round of the 
playoffs. Walking into the Knicks 
locker room, the very first person l 
saw was George Willis. My comfort 
level went through the roof and 
this was before l introduced my-
self to him. After practice, l asked 
George what he had planned 
for the rest of the day. Knowing 
South Beach, I suggested Ocean 
Drive and the beach. Along with 
Anthony Gargano, we met, had 
drinks and began a friendship that 
has last to this day.

I have had the pleasure of 
knowing George both personally 
and professionally. He has covered 
football, baseball and basketball 
always bringing more to the story 
than the fine score. When it came 
to golf and boxing, he is the "go 
to" guy. I interviewed on many 
occasions for the various outlets l 
worked for. He authored the book, 
The Bite Fight: Tyson, Holyfield and 
the Night That Changed Boxing 
Forever. When he had the book 
signing party in a Manhattan 
sports bar, Mike Tyson made an 
appearance. Tyson wrote the for-
ward in the book saying in part, 
"when l look on my second fight 
with Evander, l still can't believe 
l bit his ear." Thanks to George, l 
was able to interview Tyson one 
on one. A testament to the kind of 
person George is, other luminaries 
attended the event most notably, 
Rob Gronkowski who was still 
a member of the New England 
Patriots.

What stands out more than 
anything else about George is the 
fact that he never has forgotten 
where he came from. He attended 
Mayfield High School in Las Cru-
ces, New Mexico before studying 
journalism at New Mexico State. 
George recently posted a photo of 
a game between his Aggies when 
they hosted Larry Bird and Indiana 
who were ranked #2 in the country 
at the time. George was sitting 
courtside. "One of the best games 
I ever witnessed," he would say.

"George has been a staple of 
New York sports and the culture of 
sports for many years," said Jamie 
Harris sports editor of the New York 
Amsterdam News. "He's embodied 

the ideals of sports journalism and 
has been an exemplary model for 
many young black journalist who 
have emerged in part as a result of 
the path George has helped pave."

George has been more than a 
friend. I was fortunate enough to 
attend the wedding to his lovely 
wife Janelle. I have have learned 
more about boxing and golf be-
cause of his writings. In a ego 
filled industry where everyone is 
"a sports expert" and can only get 
their point across by screaming, 
yelling and cutting people off, 
George has been a calming writer 
who brings a human element aside 
form the results.

Queens native Rob Parker 

wrote for both the Daily News 
and Newsday. Currently with Fox 
Sports1 Parker said, "the loss of 
George Willis from the New York 
Post is a big blow to the NYC land-
scape. GW is a talented writer with 
a strong voice. his commentary will 
be missed by many."

Given his resume and reputa-
tion great things are in store for 
George Willis. His writing talent 
and personality have been well 
established. When this Corona-
virus/Covid19 fiasco ends and 
sports are back, George Willis will 
be on the scene. Sports fans will be 
waiting for his take. I look forward 
to standing next to him at the next 
press conference.

George Willis (L) With Sports Editor Andrew Rosario
Photo: Michael Henriquez

In Depth Book Of A Historic Night
Photo: Special to the NY Beacon


