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Rep. Elijah Cummings H.R.3,
Lower Drug Costs Now Act passes the House

L Llandmark |B!|IS|alIllIl
f ] 3 % 1
b ] 1 I'.
& - pre mntm III‘II ),
—

z--,,ﬂ "

4 |
e it - el = ]
AT B S T il B
e AR St N Y e
BRI ) s 1 1~.|_u "n;_,:.‘.-
3 R b- 7"‘ - ey .'\.-1.

Rep Clyburn hails its passage. Cost savings would be used
to fund Clyburn‘s H.R. 1943 — Community Health Genter
and Primary Gare Workforce Expansion Act of 2019, and

other benefits, page3
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Black drivers in
California are stopped
and searched at higher
rates than whites

PhiladelphiaObserver.com

lack drivers in Los Ange-
Bles are disproportionately

stopped and searched by
police officers at nearly three
times the per capita rate of white
drivers, according to a new re-
port by the state’s Department
of Justice.

While Blacks make up about
6% of the population, they ac-
counted for 15% of all traffic stops

r lifornia in th n
half of 2018, “while White and
Latino drivers were stopped at
rates proportional to their popu-
lations,” cbs8.com writes.

The report was released Thurs-
day from the California Racial and
Identity Profiling Advisory Board,
an entity reportedly comprised
of leaders from law enforcement,
community groups and attorneys
who are responsible for advising

the Attorney General’s Office
about racial profiling and traffic
stops.

The annual report is required
under the Racial and Identity Pro-
filing Act of 2015, and, according
to The Huffington Post, these
latest findings highlight the racial
statistics of about“1.8 million traf-
fic stops from July through Decem-
ber 2018 from the eight largest law
enforcement agencies in the state,’
the outlet writes — including
jurisdictions in Los Angel n
Francisco, San Diego, Riverside,
San Bernardino, and California
Highway Patrol.

Officers targeted Black people
the most due to “reasonable sus-
picion” but found contraband on
white drivers at a higher rate than
any other racial group. Asians as
a whole were stopped the least
when compared to Middle Eastern
or South Asian drivers.

Queen agrees
‘transition’ to new role
for Harry and Meghan

PhiladelphiaObserver.com

enior royals have been in
Stalks about Prince Harry and

Meghan's role after they said
they wanted to “step back”.

In a statement, the Queen
said the talks at Sandringham,

which also involved the Prince
of Wales and the Duke of Cam-
bridge, had been “very con-
structive”.

“My family and | are entirely
supportive of Harry and Meghan’s
desire to create a new life as a
young family," she said.

Ocasio-Cortez stockpiling campaign
cash after first year in congress

PhiladelphiaObserver.com

lexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Araised nearly $2 million
over thefinal three months
of last year, according to the star
House freshman’s campaign.
Ocasio-Cortez’s sizable cash
haul — $1.97 million in the fourth
quarter of 2019 and over $5.3
million for the entire year — is
one of the largest revealed so
faramong members of Congress,
and the size of her fundraising
base will likely stoke speculation
about the New Yorker's ambi-
tions.
She is expected to report
entering 2020 with $3 million
cash on hand, according to her

campaign, even though she is
running for reelection in an over-
whelmingly blue district. But PO-
LITICO recently reported that
whispers have already started
about a presidential run for the
30-year-old, and there’s also talk
of a potential Senate run in 2022
or 2024.

Ocasio-Cortez's campaign said
she raised an additional $85,000
for other Democrats during the
fourth quarter, including presi-
dential candidate Bernie Sanders,
whom she has endorsed, and
California Reps. Mike Levin and
Katie Porter. The totals are subject
to slight changes by the Jan. 31
reporting deadline, her campaign
said.

Sanders picks up coveted union
endorsement in New Hampshire

picked up the endorsement of one of New
Hampshire's largest and most influential
unions, POLITICO has learned, dealing a blow to
other Democratic presidential campaigns that have

CONCORD, N.H. — Sen. Bernie Sanders has

spent months fighting for it.

The decision, as related by several people with
knowledge of it, comes one month before the state’s
primary contest and ends a long battle — both
public and behind-the-scenes — to get the state
employees union on board with a campaign. SEIU
Local 1984 represents more than 10,000 people and
is widely regarded as having the most sophisticated
political operation, routinely driving its members
both to volunteer and vote for candidates it has
endorsed.

“This is a really, really big deal for Bernie," said
Kurt Ehrenberg, a labor leader who previously
worked on the Sanders campaign, when told of the
decision.”It's very meaningful because it means the
support from 2016 is again solidifying around him
at a crucial time. The endorsement is a huge part of
painting that mosaic which brought Bernie such a
huge victory last time around”

Rep llhan Omar talks about
‘trauma’ of war after GOP

PhiladelphiaObserver.com

ep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.),
Rwho fled warin Somaliaasa

child, is speaking out about
the trauma of war for civilians X
and challenging the notion that
post-traumatic stress disorder is
an issue that only soldiers face,
after Rep. Jim Banks (R-Ind.) ap-
peared to dismiss her mention
of her own PTSD as “offensive” to
military veterans.

“The trauma of war is not
only felt by the soldier on the
battlefield. It is felt by the child
huddled under the bed as bombs
go off outside her window,”Omar,
whose family lived in a refugee
camp in Kenya before moving to
the United States at age 12, tweet-
ed Thursday. “l am that child and
here in Congress | will always
speak out against war.”

Her tweets came as tensions
have been escalating between
the U.S. and Iran in recent days.

After President Donald Trump
ordered the killing of Iranian mil-
itary leader Qassem Soleimani last
week, Iran retaliated by attacking

PTSD

military bases in Iraq that house
U.S. soldiers. (The House passed a
largely symbolic vote Thursday to
limit Trump’s war powers.)

The Philadelphia Observer (USPS 009-609), serving Metropolitan Philadelphia PA is published weekly by Smith Haj Group at 600 3rd Ave, New York, NY 10016.
Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY. POSTMASTER; send address changes to The Philadelphia Observer - 600 3rd Ave, 2nd Fl, New York, NY 10016




Black business oWners denld
business loans despite having
excellent credit

PhilafdelphiaObserver.com

determines the privileges you

get, including getting loans
from banks. You may just be
having a good credit score, but
still, miss a loan simply because
your skin is dark. That's exactly
what’s happening in America at
the moment. Even with a credit
score as high as 760, black busi-
ness owners can't qualify for
loans with any bank. If this isn't

In America, your skin color

pure racism in broad daylight,
then what can we call it?

Many black business owners
are already feeling the pinch, and
they’re wondering banks are de-
nying them loans despite having
good credit scores. Based on the
most recent data available from
the U.S. Federal Reserve, Black
business owners are denied loans
by banks more frequently than any
other racial group, St. Louis Public
Radio reported.

Among business owners

who've been denied loans is a St.
Louis-based couple, Freddie Lee
James Jr.and his wife Deborah.The
couple says that they're receiving
no loan from the bank despite
bringing in an annual profit of
about $200000.
“We have 750-760 credit score.
.. We pay all our debts. We have
no problems with that. But they
were saying that the sauce busi-
ness is not generating enough
capital to their standards,” said
James.

Majority whip Clyburn hails
passage of H.R. 3 landmark
legislation to lower prescription

drug costs

NPA NEWSWIRE — “This
Nis an important step to-

ward providing American
consumers more accessible and
affordable prescription drugs,”
Congressman Clyburn said. “In
the United States, our drug pric-
es are nearly four times higher
than in similar countries, and this
legislation will provide real price
reductions that will put signifi-
cant money back in the pocket of
consumers.”’

Alsoincludes Clyburn effort to
expand community health centers

WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S.
House Majority Whip James E. Cly-
burn hailed House passage of H.R.
3, the Elijah E. Cummings Lower
Drug Costs Now Act. This land-
mark legislation gives Medicare
the power to negotiate directly
with drug companies and extends
those lower prices to Americans
with private insurance too.

“This is an important step
toward providing American con-
sumers more accessible and af-
fordable prescription drugs,’ Con-
gressman Clyburn said. “In the
United States, our drug prices
are nearly four times higher than
in similar countries, and this leg-
islation will provide real price
reductions that will put signifi-
cant money back in the pocket of
consumers.”’

Negotiating lower prescription

drug prices has the added benefit
of cost savings to American tax-
payers. A portion of those savings
will be reinvested in the National
Institutes of Health to research
new cures and treatments. Cost
savings will also support an ex-
pansion of Medicare benefits to
cover dental, vision, and hearing
needs and sets a $2,000 out-of-
pocket limit on prescription drug
costs for those on Medicare.

In addition, cost savings will
be used to fund provisions of
Congressman Clyburn’s H.R. 1943
- Community Health Center and
Primary Care Workforce Expansion
Act of 2019. H.R. 3 will provide
a $10 billion funding boost to
community health centers, which
serve 28 million Americans in
communities across the United
States, including over 350,000
veterans, 8 million children, and
1.4 million homeless patients.

This $10 billion includes $5

billion for capital improvements
and construction to expand the
footprint of community health
centers and an additional $5 bil-
lion in funding over the next five
years for community health center
grants, allowing them to serve
more people, including Americans
living in rural areas, where half of
the Centers are located.

“Providing robust funding to
build on the success of commu-
nity health centers is critically
important to providing quality
health care in hard-to-reach com-
munities,” Congressman Clyburn
continued. “In my district alone,
where three rural hospitals have
closed, there are eight federal-
ly-funded community health
centers working to serve almost
190,000 patients.”

H.R. 3 passed the House on
a bipartisan vote, 230-192, and
was sent to the Senate for con-
sideration.

$10 Billion,

10 years

later: Haiti shows little

progress

PhilafdelphiaObserver.com

unday marked the 10th an-
Sniversary of the Haiti Earth-

quake. On Tuesday, January
12, 2010, a 7.0 magnitude earth-
quake struck the country just
before 5 PM. Depending upon the
statistics submitted, the number
of deaths ranged from 100,000 to
over 300,000 lives lost as a result
of the devastating earthquake. An
estimated $10 billion was donated
to rebuild the country. Sadly, the
current President of Haiti, Jovenal
Moise, recently admitted there is
little progress to report.

We can't be everywhere, nor
can we do everything, but we
cannot forget Haiti. Over the last
week, there have been reports of

additional damage being done to
Puerto Rico and other Caribbean
nations and islands.

Thisisin the wake of awful hurri-
canes. The horrific effects of wildfires
from California to the continent of
Australia are still top of mind as well.
Residents in South Texas are still
affected by unbelievable flooding.
But if we can help in any way, in our
own ways, please remember Haiti,
Puerto Rico, Australia, California,
Houston, and Louisiana.

Masswe protests InIran
after Tehran admits
unintentionally shooting
down Ukrainian plane

PhilafdelphiaObserver.com

what you missed about the

Ukraine International Airlines
flight that crashed on Wednesday,
killing all 176 people on board.

‘This disastrous mistake: Ira-
nian authorities said Saturday
that the flight was mistakenly
shot down, a conclusion Western
intelligence officials had already
reached. Iran’s President, Hassan
Rouhani, said his country “deeply
regrets this disastrous mistake”
and vowed to investigate.

Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said “human error at
time of crisis caused by US adven-
turism led to disaster”

Iran’s military also issued a
statement on the crash, an un-
usual move for such a secretive
organization. The statement said
the plane was fired upon as it flew
close to a sensitive military site “at
an altitude and a condition of a
flight that resembled (a) hostile
target”

Calls for change: Those apolo-

If you're just joining us, here's

gies and promises have not been
enough to stop protests inside
Iran.

Some demonstrators in Tehran
called for Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah AliKhamenei, the country’s top
religious and political authority, to
step down and for those respon-
sible for downing the plane to be
prosecuted. Khamenei has been
Supreme Leader for three decades,
and there is no limit to his term.

Protests spread to other cit-
ies, including Shiraz, Esfahan,
Hamedan and Orumiyeh, Reuters
reported.

Counter-demonstrations: Out-
side the United Kingdom'’s Embas-
sy in Tehran, Iranians gathered to
protest after the UK Ambassador
to Iran was arrested.

Ambassador Rob Macaire was
held and then released Satur-
day, accused of instigating and
directing radical and destructive
demonstrations. Macaire said
on Twitter that he wasn't taking
part in demonstrations, but was
paying his respects to those who
had been killed in the plane crash.
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Oprah Winfrey backs
out of Sundance doc
with Russell Simmons

accuser

PhilafdelphiaObserver.com

fter signing on as a pro-
Aducer for a documentary
about recent sexual assault
allegations against Russell Sim-
mons, Oprah Winfrey has stepped
away from the project. In a recent
statement, the OWN boss said she
had a different vision for the doc
than directors Kirby Dick and Amy
Ziering did.
“I have decided that | will no
longer be executive producer
on “The Untitled Kirby Dick and

Amy Ziering Documentary” and it
will not air on Apple TV+," the TV
mogul said in a statement to The
Hollywood Reporter.

“First and foremost, | want it
to be known that | unequivocally
believe and support the women.
Their stories deserve to be told and
heard. In my opinion, there is more
work to be done on thefilmtoillu-
minate the full scope of what the
victims endured and it has become
clear that the filmmakers and | are
not aligned in that creative vision.”

LAPD falsely classifies
innocent Blacks as
gang members

PhilafdelphiaObserver.com

n elite unit of the Los Angeles
APoIice Department (LAPD)
is under investigation due
to its alleged involvement in the
mass falsification of reports, which
wrongfully classified innocent
people of color as gang members.
In a repeat misnomer remi-
niscent of the LAPD’s infamous
“Rampart Scandal” of the 1990s,
an undisclosed amount of officers
working in South LA's Metropol-
itan Division are suspected of
falsifying documents in order to
criminalize unassuming civilians.
In response to this new scan-
dal, the LAPD said it has assigned
officers as inactive and removed

others from law enforcement.
In an exclusive interview, Silva
Megerditchian, CEO & President
of SLM Law, told KABC-TV (a local
ABC News affiliate in Los Angeles)
that every report the LAPD has
made should be called into ques-
tion in light of this new scandal.
“It is one of the most awful
designations that a defendant
can have, quite honestly, because
being a gang member has harsher
sentencing consequences. This
follows them through every arrest,
through every interaction with
police officers, because if they're
going to lie on something like that,
how can we trust them to write
anything that's factual and accu-
rate,” Megerditchian told KABC.

Wrongly convicted man graduates
from college after five years on

death row

PhilafdelphiaObserver.com

yan Matthews from Tex-
Ras was just 17-years old

when he was accused of
a crime he didn’t commit. He
later spent 5 years on death
row,but was later exonerated
and released. Now at 39-years
old, he is celebrating being a
college graduate.

Here's what happened:

In April 1997, Matthews was
believed to be the culprit in fatally
shooting a 43-year old business-
man, who is white.

Throughout the trial, he main-
tained his innocence and there
was really no evidence linking him
to the crime. But he was still found
guilty by 11 white jurors and 1

black juror. He was sentenced to
death at the age of 19.

Activists and his family fought
for his freedom. DNA evidence
eventually proved his innocence
and the real killer finally con-
fessed. After 5 years on death row,

he was exonerated and released
in 2004.

“All these years ago when [ first
came home, a reporter asked me
what | wanted to do, and | told
them | wanted to go to school,”
Matthews told WFAA.

Uniontown treasurer

blocked from taking office
sues for racial bias |

PhilafdelphiaObserver.com

city official in a Pittsburgh,
APenn.suburb of Uniontown

has filed a lawsuit against
the same City Council that she is
now a part of.

Treasurer-elect Antoinette
Hodge was elected as the first
African-American City Council
treasurer in Uniontown, Penn.
But this accomplishment didn't

©2013 UNCF

come without a little drama
first.

Hodge is alleging the Union-
town City Council denied her seat
in office because sheis Black. She's
giving credit for her denial to the
city clerk and a City Council mem-
ber that she believes conspired
together to withhold her from
getting the required insurance
bond to take office, according
to Pittsburgh Action News 4.

Y

thing to waste®

WHAT IF THE FUTURE OF KIDS W
A STOCK YOU COULD INVEST |

Introducing Better Futures™—a whole new kind of investment with a greater
return than money. When you invest, it helps kids go to college. Because

a mind is a terrible thing to waste but a wonderful thing to invest in.™
Invest in Better Futures at UNCF.ORG/INVEST
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Editorial

Philadelphia
Observer

Will the assassination of Iran’s Gen. Soleimani be Trump’s 1914 moment?

By Dr. Wilmer J. Leon,
lI(TriceEdneyWire.com) -

“Last night, at my direction, the Unit-
ed States military successfully executed
a flawless precision strike that killed a
number one terrorist anywhere in the
world, Qassem Soleimani...We took action
last night to stop a war...We did not take
action to start a war"-President Donald
Trump

On Friday, January 3, General Qassem
Soleimani, Iran’s most beloved military
commander and leader of its elite Quds
force, was assassinated in a targeted US
drone air strike outside Baghdad Interna-
tional Airport. Soleimani had relentlessly
defended Iran and its interests in the
Middle East for more than two decades.

US Secretary of State Michael Pompeo
said that General Soleimani was killed
in order to disrupt an “imminent attack”
against American interests in the region.
“l can't talk too much about the nature
of the threats. But the American people
should know that the President’s decision
to remove Soleimani from the battlefield
saved American lives!, claims Pompeo.

Itisimportant to recognize that neither
the president nor Pompeo have offered
any evidence to support this irresponsible
and reckless action. It was lies from the
Bush 43’administration that took America
into the illegal invasion of Iraq. It appears
that lies and/or false narratives are being
used to rationalize this latest heinous act
that may also result in another senseless
war.

Those who do not learn history are
doomed to repeat it. We know that Presi-
dent Trump is not well read, ignorant, not
learned. Will the assassination of Gen.
Soleimani become Trump’s 1914 moment?

Here’s the background on this ques-
tion: On June 28, 1914 Archduke Franz
Ferdinand of Austria was assassinated by a
Bosnian Serb nationalist during an official
visit to the Bosnian capital of Sarajevo
sparking a chain of events that led to the
start of the World War I. As it was in 1914 it
remains today. In several countries, it was
agrowing sense of nationalism, resistance

to colonial rule and imperialism along with
the constant quest for markets, territory
and resources that laid the groundwork
for Ferdinand’s assassination to trigger
WWI. One can only wonder if Trump’s latest
blunder will result in a similar outcome.

More frightening than the Trump
administration’s blunder is the ahistorical
context in which it is explained by many
in US mainstream commercial media.
One wonders if the media is engaging
in a “wag-the-dog” scenario in order to
defend failed ideas such as American
exceptionalism.

Senator Warren, VP Biden and TV
analysts say that General Soleimani’s
assassination is morally justified since
he “was a murderer” and had “American
blood on his hands”. However, they also
argue that from a tactical perspective, it
was the wrong move at the wrong time.
This is ahistorical, intellectually dishonest
and hypocritical. There’s not a general in
world who has been on the battlefield that
does not have the blood of his enemy on
his/her hands. General’s Schwarzkopf, Jr.,
Powell and Petraeus all have Iragi blood
on their hands. That's what generals do.

Unlike Bush 43 and members of his ad-
ministration, General Soleimani was never

labeled a“war criminal”by the Internation-
al Criminal Court or any other. According
to Richard Clarke, former Bush 41, 43’and
Clinton administration official, “...Bush,
Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld and their
legal advisers...were tried in absentia in
Malaysia...the five-panel tribunal unani-
mously delivered guilty verdicts against
Bush, Cheney, Rumsfeld and their key legal
advisors who were all convicted as war
criminals for torture and cruel, inhumane
and degrading treatment.”

General Soleimani was labeled a“terror-
ist” The Trump administration took the un-
precedented action of labeling Iran’s Rev-
olutionary Guard of which the Quds force
is a part, a “terrorist organization”, thereby
giving the general the designation. This
was the first time the US labelled another
nation’s military as a terrorist organization.

Even more directly related to Iran,
it was General’s Schwarzkopf's father,
General Herbert Norman Schwarzkopf,
Sr. who along with Kermit Roosevelt im-
plemented the 1953 coup d'état in Iran,
known as Operation Ajax. This resulted
in the overthrow of Iran’s democratically
elected Prime Minister Mohammad Mos-
sadegh and installed the dictatorial Shah.
General Schwarzkopf, Sr. also helped to
train what would later become known as
the SAVAK; the Shah’s secret police that
tortured and executed Iranian’s on behalf
of the Iranian government, the CIA and
the Israeli Mossad.

Iran is a sovereign nation. As such it
is justified in using lethal force in order
to protect it’s clearly defined geographic
territory and borders against internal and
external threats. Pompeo speaks in the
context of defending American “inter-
ests”.“Where we see American interests at
stake or fundamental norms around the
world that need to be enforced, we'll use
all the powers that we have...” The term
American interests is a very vague and
ill-defined expansion of the lexicon that
in the minds of Americans gives the US
carte blanche to impose its will any place
it sees fit. General Soleimani was defend-
ing his country and his country’s interests
against the generations of threats and

aggression of western imperialists. Again,
to claim otherwise is ahistorical and in-
credibly hypocritical. What's good for the
goose is good for the gander.

Analysts and commentators often
opine that America’s relationship with Iran
turned sour in 1979 with the taking of US
hostages. They totally ignore the 1953
coup. They fail to explain that it was due
to lies told to former President Carter, by
former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
and David Rockefeller that the Shah was
dying from cancer and the only place in
the world that he could receive treatment
was in New York that convinced Carter to
let the Shaw into the country. This resulted
in a decision that Bloomberg reports led
to “the seizure of American hostages in
Tehran from 1979 to 1981

Theirresponsible decision to assassinate
General Soleimani cannot be placed solely
at the feet of Trump. One must ask Speaker
Pelosi and the 188 Democrats that joined
the GOP about handing Trump a $738B
military budget devoid of the bipartisan
amendment to stop the war in Iran. Since
Soleimani’s assassination is an act of war, is
it a coincidence that it occurred weeks after
the NDAA was passed by the House?

This decision was dangerous, reckless,
foolish and irresponsible. As Minister
Farrakhan said about Bush 41’ in 1990,
“...arrogance poisons one’s ability to
properly assess reality...he’s your modern
Pharaoh, your modern Caesar, your mod-
ern Nebuchadnezzar. He's all wrapped up
in all of those ancient sick men who got
sick because they thought they were a
god beside God..." So it was then; so it
is today.

Let us pray that the leadership in Iran
does not take the bait and recklessly re-
spond. The world can ill afford for this to
become Trump’s 1914 moment.

Dr. Wilmer Leon is the Producer/ Host
of the nationally broadcast call-in talk
radio program “Inside the Issues with
Leon,” on SiriusXM Satellite radio chan-
nel 126. Go to www.wilmerleon.com or
email: wjl3us@yahoo.com. www.twitter.
com/drwleon and Dr. Leon’s Prescription
at Facebook.com

By Marc H. Morial

-When the United States uses
military force, the American peo-
ple and members of the United
States Armed Forces deserve a
credible explanation regarding
such use of military force. The
War Powers Resolution requires
the President to consult with Con-
gress“in every possible instance”
before introducing United States

Armed Forces into hostilities.
Congress has not authorized the
President to use military force
against Iran. Congress hereby
directs the President to terminate
the use of United States Armed
Forces to engage in hostilities
in or against Iran or any part of
its government or military, un-
less — (1) Congress has declared
war or enacted specific statutory
authorization for such use of the
Armed Forces; or (2) such use of
the Armed Forces is necessary
and appropriate to defend against
an imminent armed attack upon
the United States, its territories or
possessions, or its Armed Forces,
consistent with the requirements
of the War Powers Resolution.” -
War Powers Resolution passed by
the U.S. House of Representatives,
January 9, 2020

The Trump Administration has
said the death of Iran’s top military
commander, Maj. Gen. Qassim Su-
leimani, was necessary to prevent
American deaths the general was
plotting, and the world is safer

because of his death.

| don't know a soul in America
who feels safer now than we did be-
fore January 3rd. And thatincludes
President Trump, who has spent the
days since Suleimani’s deathissuing
empty threats on Twitter, some of
which are clearly war crimes.

The United States has been in
conflict with Iran since 1979, when
students stormed the American
embassy in Tehran and held 52
Americans hostage for more than
a year. In four decades since the
Iranian Revolution, Iran has been
the world’s leading state sponsor
of terrorism. For 22 of those years,
the last 40 years, Suleimani has led
the Quds Force, a U.S. designated
terrorist organization, which has
armed and trained terrorist and
paramilitary groups throughout
the Middle East.

Yet Presidents George W. Bush
and Barack Obama - and even
Donald Trump, for the first three
years of his term - all declined to
kill or capture Suleimani, for a very
good reason: such a move would

be tantamount to a declaration of
war, not only with Iran, but with
its inestimable network of prox-
ies around the globe - what Iran
expert and Carnegie Endowment
senior fellow Karim Sadjadpour
has called “a Shia foreign legion.”

We don’t want this war. We
don't need this war. We cannot
afford this war, neither in blood
norin treasure. Nearly half a billion
lives have been lostin the conflicts
in Irag, Pakistan and Afghanistan
since 9/11, including 15,000 U.S.
troops and military contractors.
More than 970,000 Iraq and Af-
ghanistan veteran disability claims
have been registered with the
Veterans Administration.

The United States federal gov-
ernment has spent or obligated
$5.9 trillion dollars on the wars in
the Middle East.

As a study by the Watson In-
stitute at Brown University noted,
“This total omits many other ex-
penses, such as the macroeconom-
ic costs to the US economy; the
opportunity costs of not investing

War with Iran is ill-advised and thoughtless

war dollars in alternative sectors;
future interest on war borrowing;
and local government and private
war costs. The current wars have
been paid for almost entirely
by borrowing. This borrowing
has raised the US budget deficit,
increased the national debt, and
had other macroeconomic effects,
such as raising consumer interest
rates. Unless the US immediately
repays the money borrowed for
war, there will also be future in-
terest payments. We estimate that
interest payments could total over
$8 trillion by the 2050s”

The Trump Administration has
not articulated or advanced a strat-
egy with respect to Iran. President
Trump cannot keep us safe with a
Tweet, as he seems to believe.

The House on Thursday passed
a resolution to force President
Trump to come to Congress for au-
thorization before taking further
military action against Iran, but it
will take the forceful involvement
of Senate leadership to keep us out
of another Middle East quagmire.



Serena & Venus Williams' estranged
sister lashes out at their father

erena Williams and big sis-
Ster Venus may be the most

well-known Williams chil-
dren, but they're certainly not
the only kids their parents have.
Their mother, Oracene Price, had
late sister Yetunde, as well as sis-
ters Lyndrea and Isha from a past
marriage.

As for father Richard Williams,
he has multiple children not with
Oracene. His first marriage was
to a woman named Betty John-
son and they had five children
together. The couple, married in
1965, also shared a child from a
previous relationship of Betty’s
before they split in 1973.

Price and Williams have been di-
vorced since 2002, amid allegations
he was abusive. Williams divorced a

third wife, Lakeisha Juanita Graham
in 2017. The two have one son,
Dylan.

Sabrina Williams, the eldest of
the kids Richard and Betty had, is
now speaking out her dad and
about the tennis ace sisters she
barely knows.

“I know there’s more sib-
lings, | was told between fif-

teen and nineteen all over the
place, from LA to Louisiana,”
she said in an interview with
the UK's Sun Online about all
of her brothers and sisters.
“My mom always argued with
my dad about his affairs, he
was a serial cheat. | remember
that was always the main thing
they’d talk about.”

‘When They See Us’ wins big at
Critics’ Choice Awards after snubs

PhilafdelphiaObserver.com

va DuVernay’s searing Net-
Aflix miniseries “When They

See Us"bounced back from
its Golden Globes snubs by win-
ning big at the 2020 Critics'Choice
Awards on Sunday night.

The Jharrel Jerome-fronted
series that reframed the real-life
stories of the “Exonerated Five" X
a group of five Black and Latino
teenagers who were wrongfully
accused of raping a woman in
Central Park in 1989 X picked up
the award for Best Limited Series
at the 25th annual ceremony.

After the star-studded crowd
rose to its feet, the Oscar-nom-
inated director seemingly ad-
dressed the lack of awards rec-
ognition at the Globes in her
acceptance speech by thanking
the Critics Choice Association for
“finally letting us take the stage”

“We made a four-part, five-

hour film that was an act of love,
DuVernay said, before thanking

the cast and crew, as well as Net-
flix for letting a “black woman do
her things”

DIPLOMA.
ALONE.

If you're thinking of finishing your high school diploma, you have
more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult
education classes near you at FinishYourDiploma.org.

Top Olympic committee
issues ban on political
gestures during 2020

games

PhilafdelphiaObserver.com

he International Olympic
TCommittee said Thursday

that competitors in the 2020
Tokyo Olympics will be barred
from making political gestures
during the Games.

“It is important, on both a
personal and a global level, that
we keep the venues, the Olympic
Village and the podium neutral
and free from any form of polit-
ical, religious or ethnic demon-
strations,” the committee said in
a statement explaining the new
guidelines.

According to the committee,

athletes will be prohibited from
“protesting” or “demonstrating”
on the field of play; in the Olympic
Village; during Olympic medal cer-
emonies; and during the opening,
closing or other official ceremonies.
They said any kind of political mes-
saging on signs or clothing qualifies
asa protest, as well as gestures and
any “refusal to follow the Ceremo-
nies protocol”

Akon finalizes deal for
his own city in Senegal

PhiladelphiaObserver.com

kon has finalized an agree-
Ament for the establishment

of his own city in Senegal,
called Akon City.

The singer/entrepreneur
shared a photo on Instagram from
the deal-finalizing moment, and
he captioned the image, “looking
forward to hosting you there in the
future” — see the pic below.

We previously reported... last
June Akon announced that he
was working on building a “100%
crypto-based city,” and construc-
tion is now officially underway.
The “Locked Up” singer dished
about the massive project on Nick
Cannon’s radio show Power 106
last month

Adll
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LITERACY FOUNDATION

WO TIAIISQOR[IYJ o 0T0T ‘7T Adenuep — 9 AIenuef « 1PAISqQ erydppeyd -



Philadelphia Observer  January 16 — January 22, 2020 * Philaobserver.com o

Audrey'’s society whirl

Critics’ Choice Awards — Now they see us!

By Audrey J. Bernard

he star-studded 25" annual
TCritics’Choice Awards (CCA),

recognizing achievementsin
film and television, were held Sun-
day, January 12, 2020, at Barker
Hangar in Santa Monica, Califor-
nia, and although major award
nominations and/or wins eluded
Black talent at previous award
shows due to a lack of diversity
in the selection process, they did
much better at this event - and
deservingly so! Hosted by ac-
claimed film television and stage
actor Taye Diggs, the CCA recog-
nized television shows and films,
and people who created them.

Ava DuVernay’s masterpiece
When They See Us — the moving
and powerful story of the Central
Park Five, the five Black teenage
boys who were wrongfully con-
victed of rape and assault charges
of awhite female jogger in the park
— won two CCA for BEST LIMITED
SERIES When They See Us and BEST
ACTORIN AMOVIE MADE FORTELE-
VISION OR LIMITED SERIES Jharrel
Jerome, When They See Us.

When her name was an-
nounced, DuVernay and her cast
members rushed on stage with
jubilation to a standing ovation.
“Thank you for standing, that’s
very kind," she began, as the Net-
flix cast stood right by her side
on the stage, including Niecy
Nash, Asante Blackk and Jhar-
rel Jerome. “Thank you to the
critics for finally letting us take a
stage. Yeah!”

Not one to ever shy away from
an opportunity, DuVernay’s ac-
ceptance speech was as eloquent
as the movie. She broke it down!
“We made a four-hour, five-part
film that was an act of love,” she

Francois Bor~

CRITICS

/VATER

#SEE
HER

v B

Taye Diggs

Jennifer Lopez

Lupita Nyong'o

Caleb McLaughlin

The cast and crew of When They See Us, which won the Critics
Choice Awards for Best Limited Series and a Best Actor In A

Limited Series Or Movie Made For Television for Jharrel Jerome,

celebrate backstage on January 12, 2020, in Santa Monica (L-R)
John Leguizamo, Asante Blackk, Marsha Stephanie Blake, Ava
DuVernay, Robert De Niro, Niecy Nash, Jharrel Jerome, Berry
Welsh and Jane Rosenthal. (Photo Credit: Kevin Mazur/Getty
Images for Critics Choice Association)

continued. “179 actors, 117 of
them having speaking parts,
312 members of the crew, my 3
co-writers, my comrades at Array,
my fellow producers at participant
Tribeca and Harpo and our great
champions at Netflix, who let a
Black woman do her thing. What
can | say”

DuVernay recalled, “The se-
ries began with a tweet from
Raymond Santana, and now
he and Antron McCray, Kevin
Richardson, Yusef Salaam and
the mighty Korey Wise stand for
something larger than they ever
imagined. They stand for justice.
They shine bright like the gems
that they always were, but that
we never saw. If you watch their
story and felt something at that
moment, | invite you to consider

CRITIS
CHOI(

AWAR |

FlII

™ WATER

#SEE

Billy Porter

Sterling K. Brown

doing something. There’s no right
thing to do. Do what you feel,
where you are, but don't let your
anger and sadness be all”

She continued, “There’s no
right thing to do. Do what you feel,
where you are but don't let your
anger and sadness be all. Cases
like this are happening all around
the world, in this country, most
specifically on our watch. People
who are poor and innocent are
behind bars, while the rich and
guilty walk free and gain power”
Always one to give back, she r left
audiences with an inspiring mes-
sage by late poet, Audre Lorde.

Another highpoint of the CCA
was the presentation of a Lifetime
Achievement Award to Eddie
Murphy by Keegan-Michael Key.
Murphy was feted for his extraor-

Zendaya

MJ Rodriguez

Jharrel Jerome

it M
Robert DeNiro, Ava DuVer-
nay

dinary career. Other big winners
included:

BEST COMEDY SPECIAL, Live
in Front of a Studio Audience:
Norman Lear's All in the Family
and The Jeffersons. BEST LIMITED
SERIES When They See Us. BEST
ACTRESS IN A DRAMA SERIES
Regina King, Watchmen. BEST
COSTUME DESIGN Ruth E. Carter,

] CHOCE N

AWARDS

WATER

Rl

WATER

#SEE

Ashleigh Murray

Jharrel Jerome

Dolemite Is My Name. BEST SCI-FI/
HORROR MOVIE Us.BEST COMEDY
Dolemite Is My Name. To see the
complete list of winners, click
here.

N WATER

Ava DuVernay
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If | could do one thing, I'd
tell the world she counts.

Communities are as rich and diverse as their needs.
That’s why completing the 2020 Census matters.
It’s a safe and confidential step toward having

an impact on how public funds flow through our
communities. That could mean more resources in
your area for special needs. It’'s within your control.

Shape
Learn more at: your future
2020CENSUS.GOV START HERE >

Paid for by U.S. Census Bureau.

CUnited States®

ensus
2020
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Racism prescribing pain medications

By Glenn
Ellis(TriceEdneyWire.com) -

ainis a very real thing; but so
is medical bias.

| found out, first-hand,
what | had read and heard about
foralong, long time: Some doctors
believe black people have an ability
to be strong and tough out painful
conditions, and therefore do not
give them the meds they need!

Racial disparities in all health
outcomes are still commonplace
in the United States, and one way
this is apparent is the differences
in how African Americans receive
medication for opioid addiction
treatment. In recent years, the
opioid crisis has impacted the
lives of millions of Americans.
Oftentimes, those impacted by
opioids are portrayed as white,
middle class Americans who re-
ceive treatment upon enduring
non-fatal overdoses. According to
PBS, “roughly 80% of American’s
opioid overdose victims are white.”
This means that people of color
make up only 20% of opioid over-
dose victims. Despite this, much of
the attention is on, and continues
to be on, white victims of the crisis.
Research has shown, conclusively,
that African Americans are ad-
ministered pain medications less
frequently than whites.

There are those who would like
to dismiss this claim and find all
kinds of reasons to justify this pat-
tern. Some attribute it to a natural
tendency of African Americans to
exhibit behavior that is described
as “drug seekers”. These are people
who misuse prescription drugs
most commonly seek prescrip-
tions for opioids and benzodiaz-
epines; drugs that, when abused
can get you “high”.

However, even though there
is a growing body of evidence to
silence these skeptics, the institu-
tional bias of prescribing less pain
medications for African Americans
persists. Recently, | found myself
personally “victimized” by this
experience in a clinical encounter.

Without going into too much
detail (and taking up too much
space in this column), following
a minor laceration on my leg that

was healing a little too slow for
me, | made an appointment with
a wound care doctor.

Upon being examined by the
doctor, | described the history of
the injury, how long ago it hap-
pened, and how painful it was;
especially at night. | emphasized
that it had disrupted my ability
to sleep for almost two weeks. |
told him that my attempts to get
relief from over-the-counter acet-
aminophen (Tylenol) and ibupro-
fen (Advil) were doing nothing. |
expressed my concern about the
possible kidney or liver damage
that results from taking too much
of either of these medications.
The doctor, even tough listening
intently to me, looked at me with
suspicion, proceeded to clean and
dress the wound, gave me a fol-
low-up appointment in two weeks,
and never addressed the pain.

Now, as you can imagine, even
though I'm not a doctor, | knew
enough to understand that based
on my description of what | was
dealing with, at some point the
doctor should address the man-
agement of the pain in the healing
process that | was experiencing.

| guess this doctor thought
that | was a patient seeking drugs
for myself, or to pass on to a
family member or friend with
dependency issues. Or maybe he
thought | was trying to get drugs
to sell on the street. Drug-seeking
behavior is a commonly used,
although poorly defined, term
that describes a range of activities
directed towards attainment of
sought-after drugs. It seemed to
be beyond his belief that | was
genuinely just trying to manage
my pain.

Opioids are narcotics, there
were other options the doctor
could have prescribed.

There are mounds of evidence
to support this attitude by the
medical establishment asit relates
to African Americans and pain
medications:

A 2017 report released by the
Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quality stated, “Overall access
to efficient health care was worse
for blacks than whites”

A 2015 study African American

children in the Emergency Room
for appendicitis were less likely
to receive any pain medication
for moderate pain and less likely
to receive opioids for severe pain.

A 2016 study found that med-
ical students believe that African
American’s nerve endings are less
sensitive than white people’s nerve
endings. In other words, they felt
that “black people’s skin is thicker
than white people’s skin”.

As most of you know, or have
heard, the Opioid Epidemic that
has hit this country has fueled
the drug addiction rate, that has
received national attentionin large
part due to the impact it has in
white communities. As crazy as it
may sound, the medical commu-
nity relies on a flimsy justification
for this pattern of denying appro-

priate pain medication to African
Americans. There is a report that
has determined that denying pre-
scriptions to African Americans for
pain, 14,000 lives were spared from
opioid abuse (or overdose).

As reported in the New York
Times, “When the opioid crisis
began to escalate some 20 years
ago, many African Americans had
a layer of protection against it. But
that protection didn't come from
the effectiveness of the American
medical system. Instead, research-
ers believe, it came from racial
stereotypes embedded within that
system. As unlikely as it may seem,
these negative stereotypes appear
to have shielded many African
Americans from fatal prescription
opioid overdoses.”

The only person who can judge

the effectiveness of pain relief is
the person who feels the pain,
but African Americans’ pain is at
the mercy of medical bias. The
struggle is real, and the struggle
continues...

Remember, I'm not a doctor. |
just sound like one. Take good care
of yourself and live the best life
possible! The informationincluded
in this column is for educational
purposes only. It is not intended
nor implied to be a substitute for
professional medical advice.

Glenn Ellis, is Research Bioethics
Fellow at Harvard Medical School
and author of Which Doctor?, and
Information is the Best Medicine.
Ellis is an active media contributor
on Health Equity and Medical Ethics.
For more good health information
visit: www.glennellis.com
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hen Ghana’s President
Nana Akufo-Addo pro-
nounced 2019 as the Year

of Return, his words resounded
with warmth and joy to all people
of African descent.

So began a year-long calendar
of events including concerts, art
shows, visits to heritage sites,
fashion shows, movie premieres
and creative economy and trade
conferences, organized on the
occasion of the 400th anniversary
of the arrival of African slaves in
America.

Thus far, Akufo-Addo’s call has
been a great success, observed
Ghanaian author and journalist
Kwabena Agyare Yeboah in a
recent online issue of African
Arguments.

Americans arriving in Ghana
increased by 26% to their highest
ever rate between January and
September 2019.

el

Ghana's year of return
brings call to broaden scope

GIN) -

Similarly, the numbers of vis-
itors grew from the UK (24%),
Germany (22%), South Africa
(10%) and Liberia (14%). All told,
Ghana reportedly issued 800,000
visas this year and this week an-
nounced that all nationalities will
be eligible to receive a visa on
arrival for the next month or so
due to the heavy demand.

It was exhaustive, writes Ag-
yare Yeboah, but could they have
done more? Was the exclusive
focus on the transatlantic slave
trade, with the US at the center,
a pardonable weakness? Or did
it erase other crucially important
aspects and legacies of Ghana's
history of slavery?

Missing, he maintains, is the
trans-Saharan slave trade in which
an estimated 6-7 million people,
including from the Sokoto Ca-
liphate and Borno, were forcibly
transported to North Africa, Eu-
rope and the Middle East, a period
ranging over 1,250 years,”he says.

“The legacy of this trade
is still palpable in Mauritania
where slavery is still a pres-
ent-day reality,"Agyare Yeboah
says.“The country only formally
abolished slavery in 1981 and
local activists estimate that 20%
of the population-all black-are
still enslaved.

“Where are the calls for these
descendants to return? Where
are the African descendants out-
side of the US, the Jamaicans,
Cubans and Brazilians?” he asks
rhetorically.

The failure to fully engage
with the history of slavery and the
focus on justa select portion of Af-
rican descendants compromises
its credibility, he charges.

“The Year of Return campaign
had the opportunity, and a whole
year, to critically engage with the
history of Africans and people of
African descent in its entirety. On
this, it must do more.”

A mind is a terrible
thing to waste®

Y
V UNCF

EARLY RETURNS ARE PROMISINC

Introducing Better Futures—a whole new kind of investment with'a greatej

return than money. When you invest, it helps kids go to college. Because
a mind is a terrible thing to waste but a wonderful thing to/invest in
Invest in Better Futures at UNCF.ORG/INVEST

Militant youth pin
hopes on Uganda’s
‘new nightmare’

(GIN) -

e's elusive. He escapes, he
H hides. Police keep chasing

him like a video game char-
acter or a superhero in a movie.

But despite their best efforts,
authorities have been unable to
stop Robert Kyagulanyi-a member
of parliament and a popular reg-
gae singer who records under the
stage name Bobi Wine. He plans
to seize the seat held by aging
President Yoweri Museveni when
elections are held in 2021.

Wine's been jailed dozens of
times as police step up efforts to
end his presidential aspirations.
“It certainly cannot be safe to
run against a dictator,” he told a
member of the press,“but it’s even
more dangerous to sit down and
resign to fate”

Not long ago, while campaign-
ing for another independent can-
didate, Wine suffered a particularly
brutal beating. With international
support, he was allowed to seek
treatment in a hospital in the U.S.

“They beat me so hard they
thought I'd died,” Wine recalled.
“They cursed me because I'm
an ordinary ghetto youth who
thought he could unseat the
president.”

Today, united by the slogan
“People Power, Our Power, millions of
young militant Ugandans dissatisfied
with life under Mr. Museveni have
been given a voice by the Afrobeat
artist.

For the Kampala regime, how-
ever, Wine has become Uganda’s
“new nightmare”. In a bid to halt
this juggernaut, President Musev-
eni empowered his army officers
by placing them in top adminis-
tration and legislative positions.
He had an age-limit for presidents
lifted, allowing him to rule until
2034 when he reaches 92.

“He’s waging war on our pros-
perity,” complained Museveni
aboutWineinaTVinterview."He's
telling foreigners not to come and
invest.

Having already served 33 years
in office, Museveni cites “still un-
finished business in Uganda as
president” and would only leave
if asked to do so by his National
Resistance Movement party.

Meanwhile, militant youth
have been gravitating towards
Wine and away from long time op-
position leader Kizza Besigye who,
despite his long history of combat
including four runs against Mu-
seveni, has been unable to make
headway against the incumbent.

Uganda has the world’s sec-
ond-youngest population, about
three-quarters of people are under
the age of 30, and Museveni's gov-
ernment has struggled to deliver
the jobs, opportunities and prog-
ress they are demanding.

“This struggle is not limited to
Uganda,’Wine says.“It’s a struggle
for all people, especially young
people and particularly in Afri-
ca.!” w/pix of B. Wine, center
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Culture

Biggie’s son CJ starts
social justice -centered
cannabis company

Newyorkbeacon.com

he son of deceased hip-hop
Tlegend Biggie Smalls is one of

the business co-foundersim-
plementing an idea, which blends
social justice with capitalizing off
the recreational use of a drug that
has been decriminalized ina num-
ber of U.S. states.

C.J. Wallace is the son of the
late great Notorious B..G.and R&B
songstress Faith Evans. Wallace,
his stepfather Todd Russaw, and
their business partner Willie Mack
are the creators of an initiative
called Think BIG. The plan involves

Take time to

using the proceeds from legally
sold cannabis products to fund
social justice and judicial reform
activities.

“Cannabis was important for
my mom, and it was important
for my father, so that was enough
proof for me to know cannabis is
a real tool for creative expression.
This is real legacy building for me
and my dads. Ultimately | feel like
he'd be really proud, especially
of how much positivity we are
driving to normalize cannabis and
finally reverse the stigma around
it,"Wallace told Forbes Magazine.

i
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WWE Superstar
Roman Reigns and
daughter Joelle

be a dad today.

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

Fatherhood Clearinghouse.

John Legend, Alicia Keys to pay
tribute to Prince in a concert

Newyorkbeacon.om

ore than a dozen stars will
M take the stage to perform
in honor of musical leg-
end Prince later this month, the
Recording Academy announced

in a news release.

T. he concert, called, “Let’s Go
Crazy: The GRAMMY Salute to
Prince,” will take place on January
28 in Los Angeles and will be
taped for broadcast later in the
year.

Its star-studded lineup in-
cludes John Legend, Foo Fight-

ers, Alicia Keys, Juanes, Cold-
play’s Chris Martin, Usher, and
Earth, Wind & Fire, among other
artists.

The “Purple Rain” singer had
won seven Grammy Awards and
was nominated 38 times, the
academy said.

.

Serena Williams wins first title in
three years, donates cash prize to
Australia wildfires

Newyorkbeacon.com

ith her first big win in
three years, Serena Wil-
liams is paying it forward

in grand slam style.

The tennis icon announced
she would donate her winnings
from her Sunday ASB Classic
match in Auckland, New Zealand
to Australian wildfire relief efforts.

“I've been playing Australia
for over 20 years and it's been
really hard for me to watch all
the news and everything that'’s
been happening in Australia
with all the fires and over a bil-
lion animals and people who
have lost their homes,” Williams
said. “So | decided that | would
donate all my prize money for a
great cause.”

The catastrophic wildfires have
claimed the lives of at least 25
people and almost half a billion
mammals, birds and reptiles since
September.

The 38-year-old champi-
on beat fellow American Jessica
Pegula, 6-3, 6-4 to win the trophy,
which came with a cash price
equivalent to $43,000 US.




By Audrey J. Bernard
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Like A Boss Theatrical Poster

comes Like A Boss starring

Tiffany Haddish, Rose By-
rne and Salma Hayek. Many of
New York City’s finest boss ladies
showed out for the New York
premiere for this hot new chick
flick at SVA Theater on Tuesday,
January 7, 2020, in New York City.
In the movie, Haddish and Byrne
have been friends since childhood
and dreamed of growing up and
owning a beauty business togeth-
er. Along the way they encounter
some very bad people and the
beauty business was about to get
ugly! However, nothing was going
to stop these determined friends
from fulfilling their dreams. Like
A Boss brims over with love and
laughter.Haddish brings the funk,
Byrne brings the fun, Hayek brings
the beauty and Porter delivers
the flava. See it with a friend and
reminisce together about your
childhood memories. With all the

F rom Paramount Pictures

Tiffany Haddish, Rose B

Ll il —

yrne & Salma Hayek are funtastic!
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Scene from Like A Boss with (L-R) Tiffany Haddish, Rose Byrne

and Salma Hayek

craziness going on today it was
so nice to just sit back and enjoy
a movie with no strings attached.
The movie also stars Jennifer
Collidge, Natasha Rothwell and
Billy Porter who is a hoot!

SYNOPSIS: Best friends Mia
and Mel (Tiffany Haddish and
Rose Byrne) are living their
best lives running their own
cosmetics company they've
built from the ground up.
Unfortunately, they're in over
their heads financially, and
the prospect of a big buyout
offer from a notorious titan of
the cosmetics industry Claire
Luna (Salma Hayek) proves too
tempting to pass up, putting
Mel and Mia’s lifelong friend-
ship in jeopardy.

DEETS: Paramount Pictures
Presents An Artists First Pro-
duction, A Miguel Arteta Film.
Miguel Arteta (director); Marc
Evans, p.g.a., Peter Principato,
p.g.a., litay Reiss, Joel Zadak
(producers); Tiffany Haddish,

Nicolas Stern (executive pro-
ducers); Sam Pitman, Adam
Cole-Kelly (screenplay); Sam Pit-
man, Adam Cole-Kelly, Danielle

(L-R) Billy Porter, Salma Hayek, Jacob Latimore, Caroline
Arapoglou, Tiffany Haddish, Jennifer Coolidge and Rose Byrne
attend the Paramount Pictures’ Like A Boss World Premiere at
the SVA Theater on January 7, 2020 in New York, New York

phe Beck, Jake Monaco (music);
Jas Shelton (cinematography);
and Jay Deuby (editor). Like A Boss
was distributed by Paramount Pic-

Salma Hayek, Rose Byrne,

LIKE A

| BOSS

s | LKEA
}OSS

Sanchez-Witzel (story); Christo- tures on Friday, January 10,2020. Tiffany Haddish
LIKE
BOSS B4 e s s | KI%

e

Adam CoIe-KIy,
Sam Pitman

Brandi King

Natalie Odell

Victoria Lyn

Jackie Hernandez manda Steele

Anaya lvy Mischa Grimes Cythia Andrew
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If you're thinking of finishing your high school diploma, you have more e’

support than you realize. Find free adult education classes near you Wi
cs" '.' w DOLLAR GENERAL
UNCl

LITERACY FOUNDATION

by texting FINISHto 97779 or by visiting FinishYourDiploma.org.
{




ATTORNEY

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?
You And Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To Significant Cash Award. No
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. For
Information Call 877-225-4813

AUCTIONS

NYS SURPLUS REAL PROPER-
TY PUBLIC AUCTION: 11/8/19,
335 Nashopa Road, Mamakat-
ing, NY, 3,767sf colonial, 3.26acs,
5BR, 3.5baths, fin-bsmt, MINBID
$249,000; Open House: 11:00am-
1:00pm, 10/15,10/23,11/1; ogs.
ny.gov/NYSStore 518-474-2195

AUTO DONATIONS

Donate your car to Wheels For
Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish.
We offer free towing and your
donation is 100% tax deductible.
Call (917) 336-1254

FINANCE

Denied Social Security Dis-
ability? Appeal! If you're 50+, filed
SSD and denied, our attorneys can
help! Win or Pay Nothing! Strong,
recent work history needed. 866-

Classified

979-0096 [Steppacher Law Offices MISCELLANEOUS
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams

Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped
over a million families find senior
living. Our trusted, local advisors
help find solutions to your unique
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-
977-3677

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link.
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified.
Over 1500 medications available.
CALL Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-866-569-7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed!
1-855-579-8907

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers.
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 888-657-9488.

IT'S NEVER T0O EARLY TO INVEST IN A GOOD TH

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-
AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home
repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF
ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

TV INTERNET PHONE

DISHTV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD
DVRIncluded, Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions apply. 1-888-
609-9405

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.)
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens
Simultaneously at No Additional
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo.
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-977-7198
or visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/
press

)

thing to waste®

T

Introducing Better Futures™—a whole new kind-of investment y

return than money. When you invest, it helps kids go to/colle:

a mind is a terrible thing to waste but a wonderful thing to invest in
Invest in Better Futures at UNCF.ORG/INVEST

Subscribe
Philadelphia Observer
600 Third Avenue, 2nd Floor, New York,

NY 10016

212-213-8585.
philadelphiaobserver.com

Discover the world’s best
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice
@ Backed by American Standard's
140 years of experience
Ultra low entry for easy
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain®
fast water removal system
(M) Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed
by American Standard
@ ik Hydrotherapy jets for an
invigorating massage

A5 SEEN ON

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet
Limited Time Offer! Call Today!
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“Donate A Boat 4

or Car Today!
Boa\:":Ang el

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

$00-700-B04T

www.boatangel.com
sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

I'm never

Life Alert® is always
here for me even when

away from home. @

Help at Home) &

One touch of a button
sends help fast, 24/7.

Life Alert

Batteries Never Need Charging.

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-404-9776

WHEN YOU
ORDER!

DENTAL Insurance

—
FREE
Information Kit

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help

get the dental care you deserve!

Now: 1-855-225-1434

¥ Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in
your pocket

¥ This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan
¥ You can get coverage before your next checkup

1-855-225-1434

Visit us online at

. i .
Don't wait! Call now and we'll rush you a FREE Www.dental50plusicom/nypress

Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy PISONY
6129

MB17-NMOO3Ec

PUERTO RICO
CONDO FOR SHORT SALE

BEAUTIFUL PENTHOUSE APARTMENT IN
LOIZA FOR SALE. TWO LEVELS FOR MASSIVE
ENTRTAINING PROVIDING PRIVACY WHILE
SUNNING AND ELEGANT DINING UNDER THE
MOON-LIT SKY. MEDETERRENEAN DESIGN.
CONDO IS ON THE BEACH WITH OCEAN VIEWS .
PRICED TO SELL. CALL 212-213-8585
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Join the Cricket Authorized Retailer Network!
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Why Join?

Take the next step by contacting us at:

Smile,You’re on

o




