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Causes backlash against prosecutors who 
worked on the case, Page 3

Facebook’s recent ban of the 85-year 
old leader of the Nation of Islam 
drew calls for boycotts of Facebook, 
postings of Farrakhan that went viral 
and talk of creating an independent 
Black social media portal.   

“WHEN THEY 
SEE US”

The most-watched series 
on Netflix in the U.S 
since its premier
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Chuck Chuck 
Schumer Schumer 

has made a has made a 
reasonable reasonable 
request to request to 

hear from four hear from four 
additional additional 
witnesses witnesses 

with firsthand with firsthand 
knowledge of knowledge of 

the president’s the president’s 
misconduct.  misconduct.  

MITCH MCONNELL DOESN’T 
WANT A SENATE TRIAL HE 
WANTS A SENATE COVER-UP

HAPPY NEW YEAR!HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Kamala Harris:

McConnell is preventing witnesses from testifying  
and has all but announced a verdict
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Bernie Sanders sole candidate 
to address the Black Press at 
national convention

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent

Every major newspaper and 
news organization in the 
country has labeled the 

Black vote crucial to success in 
the 2020 presidential election, 
and statistics show that African 
Americans are 60% more likely 
to utilize and trust print-related 
resources for information than 
the general public.

However, of the 24 candi-
dates seeking the Democratic 
nomination for president, Sen-
ator Bernie Sanders (I-VT ) is 
the only one that has agreed to 
address key influencers of the 
African American community 
— the Black Press of America 
— at the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s (NNPA) 
annual convention later this 
month in Cincinnati, Ohio.

It’s no secret that Sanders 
has work to do to get his cam-
paign message through to Afri-
can Americans. “We thought we 
could do respectably in South 
Carolina, and we got decimat-
ed,” Sanders said in a campaign 
memo released earlier this year 
in which he discussed losing the 
Black vote to Hillary Clinton in 
South Carolina.

Clinton won an astonishing 
86 percent of South Carolina’s 
Black voters in 2016.

“This is our revolution,” said 
Sanders, who will speak during 
the NNPA Convention’s Lifetime 
Legacy Award Black Tie Gala, Fri-
day June 28that 7:30pm at The 
Westin Cincinnati Hotel. Also 
in attendance will be former 
Ohio State Senator Nina Turn-
er, a key surrogate for Sander’s 
2016 campaign and co-chair of 
his current campaign for the 
Democratic nomination and 
presidency.

The NNPA represents Black-
owned newspapers with mil-
lions of weekly readers across 
the country, including major 
markets l ike New York,  Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Wash-
ington, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Houston, Dallas, 
Baltimore, Chicago and all of the 
nation’s “swing” states.

“You’ve got to win Black 
voters to win the primary,” Law-
rence Moore, a former Sanders 
delegate to the Democratic 

National Convention, told NBC 
News.

“It took [Sanders] a while to 
grow into and learn the issues, 
but he’s willing to listen and 
understand, unlike other poli-
ticians,” Moore said.

I n  a  pol l  commissioned 
by The Black Economic Alli-
anceand conducted by Hart 
Researchand Brossard Research, 
Sanders currently trails former 
Vice President Joe Biden among 
Black voters.

The poll, which measured 
how enthusiastic Black voters 
are about the Democratic presi-
dential candidates, showed that 
76 percent of respondents said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Biden; 64 percent said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Sanders who finished 
ahead of Sens. Kamala Harris 
of California (53 percent) and 
Cory Booker of New Jersey (43 
percent).

African Americans surveyed 
said affordable healthcare, col-
lege and the creation of more 
jobs with good benefits, were 
most important.

Sanders has openly reached 
out to African American leaders 
like NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson and others, where 
he’s discussed the economic 
climate, voter suppression, 
jobs and other issues facing the 
Black community.

In addition to Sanders’ cam-
paign office, NNPA Newswire has 
contacted each of the remaining 
24 Democratic presidential can-
didates for comment, including 
Biden, Harris, Booker, and Texas’ 
Beto O’Rourke, Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren and Kirsten Gillibrand.

“The path to economic se-
curity is rocky for families in 
America but that path is even 
rockier for Black families who 
have stared down decades of 
government sponsored dis-
crimination and institutional 
racism,” Sen. Warren told NNPA 
Newswire in an email.

“ This campaign is about 
making our government and 
our economy work for everyone 
and Black Americans will be on 
the frontlines of that conversa-
tion. The Black Press of America 
and its journalists are an inte-
gral part of how we make our 
democracy work,” Warren said.

Democrats hold hearing 
on white supremacy
The House Oversight subcommittee on 
civil rights and civil liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Supremacy: Adequacy 
of the Federal Response,” reportedly is 
the latest effort by Democrats to spotlight 
ways they say the Trump administration 
has systematically cut back on resources 
used to address threats from domestic 
extremists even as the FBI has reported a 
30 percent to 40 percent rise in domestic 
terrorism cases just since October.

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia

House Democrats on Tues-
day, June 4, grilled officials 
from the FBI and Depart-

ment of Homeland Security 
during a hearing focusing on 

how the Trump administration 
is addressing the growing threat 
of violent white supremacist 
groups.

The House Oversight Sub-
committee on Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Suprem-
acy: Adequacy of the Federal 

Response,” reportedly is the 
latest  effor t  by Democrats 
to spotl ight ways they say 
the Trump administration has 
systematically cut back on re-
sources used to address threats 
from domestic extremists even 
as the FBI has reported a 30 
percent to 40 percent rise in 
domestic terrorism cases just 
since October.

The hearing included FBI 
Assistant Director for Coun-
terterrorism Michael McGar-
rity, FBI Deputy Assistant Di-
rector for Criminal Investiga-
tions Calvin Shivers and DHS 
assistant secretary Elizabeth 
Neumann.

Democratic committee mem-
bers have said they would press 
those members of Trump’s cab-
inet on their “budgets and al-
locations of personnel, data 
collection practices, and strategic 
plans” to address threats from 
white supremacists.

Jobless Rate Increases for Black Men
By Frederick H. Lowe, 

NorthStarNewsToday.com

(TriceEdneyWire.com)–It was 
a new month for jobs data and 
things had gotten worse for 
Black men.

Businesses added 98,000 jobs 
in March, lower than predicted, 
and black men 20 years old and 
older continued to suffer from 
the nation’s highest unemploy-
ment rate.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics reported that the jobless 
rate for black men in March was 
8.2 percent up from 7.8 percent 

in February.
This compares with a March 

jobless rate of 3.6 percent for 
white men, down from 3.8 per-
cent February.

The March jobless rate for 
Hispanic men was 4.5 percent, 
down from 4.6 percent in Feb-
ruary.

There wasn’t any comparable 
data for Asian men 20 years old 
and older. Overall, Asians have 
the nation’s lowest jobless rate 
of 3.3 percent.

Nationwide, employment in-
creased in professional business 
services and mining services but 

the retail trade lost 30,000 jobs.
America’s unemployment rate 

declined to 4.5 percent, a drop of 
0.2 percentage points.

 Subscribe to:   Philadelphia Observer - 600 Third 
Avenue, 2nd Floor, New York, NY 10016    

212-213-8585.  philadelphiaobserver.com

Nation reacts as Trump 
becomes third president in 
U.S. history to be impeached

Newyorkbeacon.com

The House of Representa-
tives voted on Wednesday 
to impeach President Don-

ald Trump based on the charges 
of: abuse of power and obstruc-
tion of Congress. The action makes 
Trump only the third president in 
US history to be impeached as the 
nation reacts.

As expected, the impeachment 
vote in the Democratic-dominat-
ed Congress was along partisan 
lines with not one Republican 
congressman breaking ranks. The 
abuse of power charge was ap-
proved in a 230 to 197 vote, with 
all GOP members opposing the 
ouster along with two Democrats: 
Minnesota’s Collin Peterson and 
New Jersey’s Jeff Van Drew. The 
obstruction charge passed 229 to 
198, with Peterson, Van Drew and 
Maine Democrat Jared Golden 
joining Republicans in opposition. 
Hawaii Democratic Rep. Tulsi Gab-
bard, who is running for president, 

voted “present” on both measures, 
which has been openly criticized 
on Twitter under the hastag #Tul-
siCoward.

   The next step is that Trump 
will go on trial in the U.S. senate 
that could lead to his removal from 
office. Such action is considered 
an unlikely prospect given that 
the proceedings will take place in 
the Republican-controlled upper 
chamber. Two-thirds of the Senate 
must vote to convict Trump in 
order to expel him from office. In 
fact, Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-KY) is reportedly 
expected to block any additional 
witnessed for the trial and push 
for Trump’s exoneration.

In the post-impeachment press 
conference, House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi said: “December 18th, a 
great day for the Constitution 
of the United States; a sad one 
for America that the president’s 
reckless activities necessitated 
us having to introduce articles of 
impeachment.”

NYC comptroller pressures Comcast 
to settle racial discrimination case 
with Byron Allen

Newyorkbeacon.com

Back down or damage your 
reputation.  That’s the mes-
sage New York City Comp-

troller, Scott Stringer, issued 
to Comcast on Tuesday, urging 
the cable giant to sit with media 
mogul, Byron Allen, in the midst 
of his racial discrimination lawsuit 
against the company.

“Through its pursuit of this case 
in the Supreme Court, Comcast 
will have a direct and possibly del-
eterious impact on… one of our 
nation’s oldest federal civil rights 
laws, and thereby limit access to 
U.S. courts for victims of discrim-
ination,” Stringer wrote.

   Stringer manages more than 
$200 billion dollars in pension 

money for New York City, which is a 
major shareholder in Comcast, and 
says the city’s pension has a “long-
standing history” of “challenging 
discrimination at our portfolio 
companies.”

Mr. Allen, CEO of Entertain-
ment Studios, has sued Comcast 
under the Civil Rights Act of 1866, 
Section 1981, alleging the com-
pany refused to do business with 
him because of his race, as it did 
deals with other less successful 
networks.

“I remain open and willing to 
meet with Brian Roberts to resolve 
this matter immediately – before 
millions of Americans suffer the 
loss of our oldest and one of our 
most important civil rights,” Allen 
said in a statement. 

Trump gets vindictive at rally after 
House slaps him with impeachment
BATTLE CREEK, Mich. — Six 

hundred miles away from 
the epicenter of his own 

impeachment, President Donald 
Trump took the stage at a rally 
here on Wednesday night and of-
fered one of his longest, most fre-
netic appearances to date.

As Trump spoke, the House 
voted 230 to 197 to impeach him 
for abuse of power, and 229 to 198 
for obstruction of Congress. The 
president praised Republicans for 
toeing the line and voting against 
the articles of impeachment and 
accused Democrats of being “the 
ones interfering with America’s 
elections. You are the ones sub-
verting democracy.”

Trump found out about the 
votes when campaign spokes-
woman Kayleigh McEnany walked 
in front of the stage UFC-style with 
a sign that had the final tallies on it.

   “And now the Democrats are 
trying to take credit for this great 
deal, and that’s OK,” Trump said 
to searing boos but with a weary 
expression. “Whatever it takes.”

It wasn’t until 40 minutes into 
the rally, after the House approved 
both articles, that Trump began 
to dig into impeachment. He re-
cycled accusations of Democrats 
trying to undo the results of the 
2016 election rather than intro-
duce colorful new attacks, as he 
often does when he is under fire.

“The do-nothing Democrats,” 
Trump said, “are declaring their 
deep hatred and disdain for the 
American voter.”

Trump signs Future Act to help 
HBCUs, minority serving institutions

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA Newswire Senior 
Correspondent

One day after the House impeached him, President 
Donald Trump took decisive action to support 
and empower Historically Black Colleges and 

Universities (HBCUs) across the country.
The President put his signature on the Future Act, 

legislation that for the time includes HBCUs in the 
federal 5-year STEM Education Plan and the National 
Research and Development Budget Priorities. 

“When I took office, I promised to fight for HBCUs, and 
my Administration continues to deliver,” Trump stated.

“A few months ago, funding for HBCUs was in jeop-
ardy. But the White House and Congress came together 
and reached a historic agreement. For the first time ever, 
I signed legislation to permanently fund HBCUs and 
other institutions that primarily serve first-generation 
and minority students. This action guarantees more 
than $2.5 billion over the next 10 years, including $850 
million specifically for HBCUs,” the President stated.

He continued: “Today’s achievement continues 
my unprecedented commitment to HBCUs. During 
my first weeks in office, I moved the HBCU initia-
tive, led by Johnathan Holifield, to the White House 
and worked with Congress to increase funding for 
HBCUs by more than $100 million. HBCUs have 
never had better champions in the White House. 
“The bill I signed today also reforms the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA. The Internal Revenue 
Service will now seamlessly transfer applicants’ records 
to the Department of Education, so that families can use 
a simpler, shorter application for financial aid and those 
with student loans do not have to complete a cumber-
some income certification process year after year.  

“This is a transformative change that has been talked 
about in Washington for more than a decade, but every-
one always said it could not be done. We got it done.”

HBCUs will now play an essential part in federal 
planning to advance bold, transformational leaps in 
science and technology to ensure America remains the 
global leader in science and technology for generations 
to come, White House officials said in a release.

With the bill’s signing, Trump also established the 
inaugural HBCU Colors Day, which encourages HBCU 
supporters from across the country to wear HBCU 
apparel to show their support for HBCU institutions.

The Fostering Undergraduate Talent by Unlocking 
Resources for Education – or Future Act – means that, 
under the President’s administration, investment in 
HBCU programs has significantly increased under Title 
III of the Higher Education Action of 1965. 

This includes:
A $35 million increase in the Strengthening Historically 

Black Colleges and Universities Program ($279.6 million);
A $9 million increase in the Strengthening Histori-

cally Black Graduate Institutions ($72.3 million);
A $1 million increase in the Strengthening HBCU 

Masters Programs ($8.6 million);
Meaningful increases investments in student 

support like Pell Grants, Federal Work-Study, and Sup-
plemental Educational Opportunity Grant (SEOG); and

Increases in Howard University’s annual appropria-
tion by nearly $11 million, bringing its fiscal year 2018 
investment level to $232.5 million.

The bill also increased by $30 million in investments 
in the HBCU Capital Financing Program, helping eight 
schools experiencing financial difficulty in redesigning 
and restructuring to better meet student and commu-
nity needs and fulfill loan obligations.

Trump also has appointed both the Chairman of the 
President’s Board of Advisors on HBCUs and Executive 
Director of the White House Initiatives on HBCUs.  

“What we’re talking about is permanent funding for 
HBCUs, as well as minority-serving institutions, to the tune 
of $255 million in the annual formula and competitive fund-
ing,” said Ja’Ron Smith, the Deputy Assistant to the President 
for the White House Office of American Innovation. 

“That’s over ten years, so you’re talking about $2.5 
billion, and we didn’t just stop there. With the FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid) simplification 
that only allows students to answer up to 22 questions 
on a current basis, we eliminated the burdensome pro-
cess that will allow low-income students like myself, who 
had to navigate a FAFSA form without having parents 
who ever went to college,” Smith stated.

Smith added that the legislation would help put 
more students in the pipeline, and more resources into 
HBCUs and minority-serving institutions. 

“It’s going to help them with programming infrastruc-
ture and help the students that go to these institutions,” 
he stated.

The President and his administration are aggressive-
ly working on other strategies to assist HBCUs and other 
minority-serving institutions, Smith stated.

“During our last two presidential board of advisors 
meetings, the subject came up, and we’re also taking 
a look at the money that can be leveraged into these 
institutions as well as community colleges,” Smith said. 
“I think that we just need to be smarter as a government 
and harness our institutions. Many of these schools are 
located in areas where people depend on those insti-
tutions to get access to opportunity. Our commitment 
has always been to figure out a strategy to help these 
institutions throughout the 21st century.”
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Black spending power 
demand corporations to 
show more love, support 
for Black culture
By Nielsen(Trice EdneyWire.

com) – 

African-Americans want more 
for themselves and from 
corporate America, and 

they express it with their dollars as 
they move through the consumer 
journey, from brand awareness 
to purchase, as revealed today in 
Nielsen’s 2019 Diverse Intelligence 
Series (DIS) Report on African 
Americans.

It’s in the Bag: Black Consum-
ers’ Path to Purchase explores the 
non-linear and uniquely tech-
nologically driven road that Af-
rican Americans follow to make 
purchasing decisions, which ul-
timately maximizes both online 
and in-person shopping options. 
This path highlights several differ-
ences in shopping behavior and 
purchasing when compared to the 
total U.S. population. The report 
also includes deeper insights into 
how culture, socio-economics and 
business influences how, why and 
what motivates African- American 
spending in a special co-authored 
section by advocate and media 
commentator Angela Rye, CEO 
and Principal of Impact Strategies.

“At 47.8 million strong and a 
buying power that’s on par with 
many countries’ gross domes-
tic products, African Americans 
continue to outpace spending 
nationally,” said Cheryl Grace, Niel-
sen’s Senior Vice President of Com-
munity Alliances and Consumer 
Engagement and co-creator of the 
DIS Report. “This year, we wanted 
to help brands and marketers 
understand the multi-faceted 
process that Blacks take to buy 
the products they buy. There are 
several drivers, but culture is at the 
center of them all. Further, with 
their love for technology, they are 
much more savvy and conscious 
consumers. They are as we say, 
‘woke.’ They pay attention to how 
companies are speaking to them. 
As they spend more, they want 
more for themselves and from the 
brands they support.”

Dating back to 2011, this is 
Nielsen’s ninth report highlighting 
the media consumption, pur-
chasing habits, lifestyle interests 
and economic advancements of 
African Americans. It is the third in 
a theme, released by Nielsen this 
year following the comprehensive 
purchasing processes of Asian 
American and Latinx consumers. 
Key takeaways from It’s in the 
Bag: Black Consumers Path to 
Purchase include:

African-Americans are wel-
coming recipients of advertising 
across all channels. However, 
while the trends of the Black 
buying power and over-indexing 
in spending continue to increase, 
companies’ investments to adver-
tise to them have decreased.

African Americans are more 
likely than the total population to 
agree that advertising provides 
meaningful information on most 
platforms, including mobile (42 
percent higher), television (23 
percent higher), radio (21 percent 
higher) and the internet (18 per-
cent higher).

Advertising spend designed to 
reach Black consumers declined 5 
percent between 2017 and 2018.

Physical appearance reflects 
a sense of cultural pride and 
self-expression in the Black com-
munity. This is evidenced by the 
top spending priorities for African 
Americans from everyday soap to 
luxury handbags.

African Americans outspend 
the total market on personal soap 
and bath needs by nearly 19 per-
cent ($573.6 million).

Men are making an impact 
with grooming habits, outpacing 
the total market by 20 percent on 
toiletry items.

Blacks are 20 percent more 
likely than the total population 
to say they will “pay extra for a 
product that is consistent with the 
image I want to convey.”

They are also more likely to 
say they shop at high-end stores 
including Saks Fifth Avenue (63 
percent), Neiman Marcus (45 
percent) and Bloomingdales (24 
percent).

While online shopping grows, 
African Americans continue to 
head to physical stores for the 
personal touch and feel experi-
ence—but with more discerning 
eyes.

More than half (52 percent) of 
African Americans find in-store 
shopping relaxing, compared with 
26 percent of the total population.

55 percent of Black consumers 
say they enjoy wandering the 
store looking for new, interesting 
products.

When shopping, African Amer-
icans are more influenced than the 
total population by store staff (34 
percent more likely), in-store ad-
vertising (28 percent more likely) 
and merchandising (27 percent 
more likely).

The “for us by us” trend of 
Black-owned brands is profoundly 
impacting the African American 
path to purchase and consumer 
marketplace. Black consumers 
support brands that align with 
their lifestyles and values.

African Americans dominate 
the ethnic hair and beauty aids 
category, accounting for almost 
90 percent of the overall spend.

42 percent of Black adults 
expect brands they purchase to 
support social causes (16 percent 
higher than the total population).

35 percent of African American 
shoppers are more likely to agree, 
“when a celebrity designs a prod-

Deval Patrick lays out policy vision
PhiladephiaObserver.com

“A politics that says we have to agree on every-
thing before we can work together on anything, 
that offers government by slogan and short-term 

wins, that consistently puts power ahead of principle, 
is exactly the kind of politics that brought us to this 
point,” the former Massachusetts governor writes. He 
advocates for “leadership that builds bridges.”

   It’s a shot at the progressive candidates in race 
for the nomination who have argued for a wholesale, 
systemic overhaul rather than incremental changes. 
But while Patrick lays out his position on a handful 
of hot-button issues, his 11-page proposal offers few 
specifics on policy. He says voters care less about 
“policy abstractions” and more about “where policy 
touches people.”

Kamala Harris: Will McConnell 
let the Senate hold a fair 
impeachment trial?

By Kamala D. Harris, U.S. 
Senator (D-CA)

As the House of Representa-
tives has voted to impeach 
President Trump , sometime 

early in the new year I will take an 
oath on the Senate floor to uphold 
the Constitution, review evidence 
and follow the facts wherever they 
lead, regardless of party or ideolo-
gy. Every one of my colleagues will 
be required to do the same.

As a former prosecutor, I under-
stand the importance of holding 
powerful people accountable. 
I know that every trial requires 
fairness and truth. Having worked 
my whole life serving the people, I 
know that any trial that abandons 
the pursuit of truth cannot be 
considered fair or just.

But the Senate majority leader, 
Mitch McConnell, appears more 
interested in covering up the presi-
dent’s misconduct than in pursuing 
truth and fairness. He is already 
trying to limit the impeachment trial 
by preventing witnesses from testi-
fying, and he has all but announced 
a verdict. In doing so, he showed 
the American people that he has 
no intention of honoring his oath.

Let’s be clear: Mr. McConnell 
doesn’t want a Senate trial. He 
wants a Senate cover-up.

Fortunately, Mr. McConnell 
does not have the power to uni-
laterally undermine this trial. Every 
single senator will be empowered 
with an equal vote on how the 
trial will proceed. Though in just 
the past year, Mr. McConnell has 
used his position to unilaterally 
block legislation to restore the 
Voting Rights Act, lower the prices 
of prescription drugs and address 
the gun violence epidemic, he 
cannot wield the same authority in 
a Senate impeachment trial.

In this trial, senators will be far 
more than jurors. Every one of us 
will vote to determine the rules for 
the trial, decide which witnesses 
testify and ultimately serve as both 
court and jury. Each of us will be 
called on to uphold our oath with 
every decision we make. We will 
all be held accountable by the 
American people if we refuse to 
discover the facts relevant to the 
articles of impeachment.

The Senate Democratic lead-
er, Chuck Schumer, has made a 
reasonable request to hear from 
four additional witnesses with 
firsthand knowledge of the pres-

ident’s misconduct and to review 
documents that shed light on why 
the administration initially decid-
ed to cut off military aid to Ukraine.

We need to hear from Mick 
Mulvaney, the acting White House 
chief of staff, who admitted to Mr. 
Trump’s bribery scheme on live 
television, and from the former 
national security adviser, John 
Bolton, who has been shopping 
stories about Mr. Trump to book 
publishers instead of speaking 
with Congress. Every senator 
should want to hear from anyone 
who can speak directly to the pres-
ident’s misconduct related to the 
articles of impeachment.

Even Richard Nixon allowed 
the key figures behind the Water-
gate scandal to speak to Congress, 
and he eventually turned over 
incriminating portions of his Oval 
Office recordings to investigators. 
But Mr. Trump has stonewalled 
Congress and inhibited our ability 
to seek justice by demanding that 
those closest to the center of the 
Ukraine scandal stay silent.

Senators must be allowed to 
subpoena relevant witnesses and 
submit questions to them directly. 
The Senate should not vote on any 
article of impeachment or consider 
a motion to dismiss the trial until 
we have reviewed the additional 
testimony and evidence that Mr. 
Schumer has requested.

I have never been in a court-

room where the accused can 
unilaterally block witnesses from 
testifying or prohibit prosecutors 
from asking witnesses questions. 
No court would allow a trial to pro-
ceed this way, and neither should 
any member of the Senate.

Ensuring the integrity of this 
trial is a solemn responsibility for 
every senator, with consequences 
that extend far beyond any one 
presidency. My colleagues and I 
have a duty to use our voice and 
our vote to insist on a fair trial, root-
ed in the pursuit of truth. We must 
demonstrate to the American 
people that in our system of justice 
all are equal under law, and that 
there are not two sets of rules, one 
for Donald Trump and another for 
everybody else. We must conduct 
the Senate impeachment trial in 
a way that is fair and that reflects 
impartial justice.

History will judge the actions 
taken by the United States Senate 
at a time when our Constitution 
and the rule of law were at stake. 
I’ll be fighting for justice and ac-
countability, and my colleagues 
should too.

Kamala D. Harris is a Demo-
cratic senator from California.

The above article was originally 
published as a letter to the editor 
by The New York Times. The Times 
is committed to publishing a diver-
sity of letters to the editor. The arti-
cle is reproduced here by request.
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Former NBA player & 
coach will cover funeral 
expenses of Black father 
killed by police

PhiladephiaObserver.com

Eric Garner, Oscar Grant, Alton 
Sterling, and Sean Bell are 
some names that may come 

to mind when reflecting on tragic 
cases where unarmed black men 
were unjustly murdered by police 
in the U.S.

On December 3, 2019, another 
situation similar to the aforemen-
tioned cases emerged in Kansas 
City, Missouri. According to KSHB-
TV 41, a local NBC-affiliated Kansas 
City news outlet, Cameron Lamb, 
26, was gunned down by police 
while he sat inside a car that was 
parked in his own backyard.

  Laurie Bey, Lamb’s mother, 
spoke with the local news outlet 
about how her son’s killing has 
impacted her.

“You just don’t think that some-
one is going to call you and give 
you that news, that was supposed 
to me. I should not have been 
sitting down with that funeral 
director yesterday planning my 
son’s funeral. He was my baby, he 
was my youngest, he was my only 
son, he was so fun and loving,” Bey 
told 41 Action News.

NBA player and coach has 
pledged to financially assist with 
Lamb’s funeral expenses.

Earl Watson reached out to the 
family and wanted them to know 
that he was affected by it because 
he’s from the Kansas City area.

“Even for me [feeling safe is 
not guaranteed]. I’m very aware 
of if I get pulled over, how to be. 
Just that interaction still makes me 
nervous,” Watson said.

Illinois city to use 
marijuana tax to fund 
reparations for Black 
residents

PhiladephiaObserver.com

With recreational marijua-
na sales in Illinois set to 
become legal on Jan. 1., 

the city of Evanston has voted 
to use tax from cannabis sales to 
fund a reparations program for 
Black residents.

According to NBC Chicago, 
the program aims to uplift the 
city’s Black community by fighting 
the effects of slavery and dis-
crimination while also providing 
job training and other benefits, 
according to 5th Ward Ald. Robin 
Rue Simmons. The program will 

also address the city’s wealth 
gap between its Black and white 
residents.

   Simmons believes the pro-
gram will benefit residents affect-
ed by the war on drugs. It remains 
unclear when exactly the tax will 
start being collected.

“Our community was dam-
aged due to the war on drugs 
and marijuana convictions. This is 
a chance to correct that. Our dis-
advantage and discrimination has 
continued beyond outlawing Jim 
Crow and beyond enslavement,” 
Simmons told The Washington 
Post.

Still no answers: Attorneys for 
FAMU student killed by police call 
for outside investigation

PhiladephiaObserver.com

A 22-year-old man named Jamee Johnson was 
killed by a white police officer last Saturday 
December 14 and his family and attorneys 

are demanding answers. It is unclear if Johnson was 
currently enrolled at Florida A&M University due to 
varying reports, but what is known is that he was shot 
during a traffic stop after authorities claim he resisted 
arrest and reached for a gun. But what really happen 
that led to a white officer taking this young man’s life?

   Johnson was stopped at 21st and Buckman 
Streets in the Talleyrand section of Jacksonville, Flor-
ida. Authorities said that after Johnson was stopped, 
they learned that he had a gun in the car, according 
to a report from News4Jax. The sheriff’s office claims 
that two officers – Officers Josue Garriga and K. Gra-
ham, asked Johnson to step out of the car during the 
traffic stop, to which he initially complied. However, 
authorities are also saying that once Johnson walked 

to the back of the patrol car, he pushed Garriga and 
the two men struggled before Johnson got back in 
his car and proceeded to drive away.

The Sheriff’s office reported that Johnson was 
reaching for his gun and amid the tussle, Johnson 
allegedly hit the gas while Garriga was partially 
hanging out of the car.

Garriga fired four shots, killing the 22-year-old.

Black spending power demand 
corporations to show more love, 
support for Black culture

From page 3

uct, I am more likely to buy it.”
Procter & Gamble (P&G) is 

the largest advertiser in African 
American media, spending more 
than a half-billion dollars ($544.3 
million). Five of the top 20 baby 
care category products come from 
P&G’s Pampers and Luvs brands.

Soul food drives African Amer-
ican consumers’ top grocery pur-
chases. These consumers are also 
passionate about the environ-
ment, wanting to buy safe, locally 
sourced food items.

African Americans outpace the 
general market on: Quaker grits ($19 
million); Louisiana Fish Fry ($11 mil-
lion); Glory Greens (frozen and fresh, 
$9.5 million combined) and Jay’s 
Potato Chips (nearly $2.7 million).

61 percent say produce is the 
most important category to buy 

local, followed by bakery and pre-
pared foods (56 percent), eggs (55 
percent) and dairy (52 percent).

Blacks over-index the total 
population concerned about 
food safety issues: antibiotic use 
in animal production (by 20 per-
cent); artificial ingredients (by 19 
percent) and GMO crop develop-
ment due to climate change.The 
biggest worry is rising prices due 
to trade tariffs (68 percent Blacks 
vs. 56 percent total population).

“Nielsen continues to unearth 
undeniable data and insights 
that highlight both the agency 
and power of Black consumers, 
and the plethora of opportunities 
that exist for companies that are 
focused on nurturing and empow-
ering how they move through the 
world,” said Jonathan Jackson, for-
mer 2019 Nieman-Berkman Klein 
Fellow in Journalism Innovation 

at The Nieman Foundation for 
Journalism and member of Niel-
sen’s African American External 
Advisory Council.

Nielsen uses U.S. Census data 
to determine population esti-
mates that inform its U.S. pan-
els and its understanding of 
consumer behavior. Given the 
rapid diversification of the U.S. 
population, an accurate census 
has never been more important. 
That’s why Nielsen has signed on 
as a 2020 Census Official Partner 
with the U.S. Census Bureau, and 
utilized census data to show the 
economic and demographic 
impact of African American con-
sumers.This is the second time 
the company has leveraged this 
partnership for the Diverse In-
telligence Series, after the 2019 
Latinx consumer report, released 
in August.

Philadelphia plans to close 23 
Schools, builds $400M prison
If this is their plan for young people, then black 

people may want to come together and fight.   The 
city of Philadelphia recently announced plans to 

close nearly two dozen schools, while simultane-
ously spending $400 million dollars to build a shiny 
new prison.   We hope that this isn’t the intended 
replacement for those displaced students coming 
out of inferior educational systems.

Pennsylvania’s School Reform Commission voted 
to approve the budget to close the schools in spite 
of pleas from parents and students not to do so.   A 
total of 23 schools will be closed, roughly 10 % of 
those in the city.  A stunning 81% of those school 
closings are going to impact black students, even 
though they only represent 58% of the student body.

According to the Philadelphia Inquirer, students 
are going to help cover the cities debt by returning to 

class without new materials for learning.   The impact 
is going to be felt the most in poor communities.  A 
total of 3,000 people are going to lose their jobs, and 
programs in sports, art and music are going to be cut.

RT is also reporting that the cuts that students are 
going to endure are not going to fill the budget gap, 
since the Republican-controlled House of Represen-
tatives just approved a tax break for corporations 
that will cost the state $600 to $800 million per year.  
The state is also going to invest $400 million to build 
two state correctional facilities.

The prisons that are being expanded have been 
subject to lawsuits claiming s-xual and physical 
abuse of inmates.

Journalist Rhania Khalek said that the racial 
disparities in the prison and school populations in 
Philadelphia create a literal school-to-prison pipeline 
that destroys the futures of black children.

“In Philadelphia, black students comprise 81 per 
cent of those who will be impacted by the closings 
despite accounting for just 58 per cent of the overall 
student population,” she wrote. “In stark contrast, just 
4 per cent of those affected are white kids who make 
up 14 per cent of Philly students. And though they 
make up 81 per cent of Philadelphia students, 93 per 
cent of kids affected by the closings are low-income.
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JAXJAZZ, JAXJAZZ, JAXJAZZ
By Miles Jaye, Staff 

Writer, Texas Metro News

“When I hear jazz festi-
vals I think of great 
singers like Ella, Eck-

stein, Sarah, Nat and Natalie Cole, 
and Nancy Wilson. As much as 
I love Gladys, her name doesn’t 
come to mind. She is this year’s 
Jacksonville Jazz Festival head-
liner…”

I’ve listened to jazz music all 
my life. I was raised on the greats: 
Satchmo, Duke, Count, Bird, Diz, 
Monk and of course, Miles. I 
cherish the contributions of these 
giants to American culture, and 
the original content we export 
across the globe. It is truly and 
uniquely American!

When I hear jazz festivals I 
think of great singers like Ella, 
Eckstein, Sarah, Nat and Na-
talie Cole, and Nancy Wilson. As 
much as I love Gladys, her name 
doesn’t come to mind. She is this 
year’s Jacksonville Jazz Festival 
headliner.

I made no bones about Ms. 
Knight singing the National An-
them earlier this year at the Super 
Bowl. Her prerogative. But to bill 
her as “Jazz” is just wrong on so 
many levels. The headliner issue 
is no more than a point of interest 
in the grand scheme of things. 
There are bigger issues at play. 
I recently received a copy of a 
very interesting letter requesting 
cancellations by artists already 

booked for the event.
Here is an excerpt:
“Good afternoon, I am writing 

today in regard to your upcom-
ing performance at the Jackson-
ville Jazz Festival. Jacksonville is 
honored that you have agreed 
to do a show at this wonderful 
annual event. Jacksonville has 
been making great strides to 
become a hub for the perform-
ing arts, and events like this are 
a joy to see in our beautiful city. 
However, Jacksonville is marred 
with the stains of ages-old white 
supremacist values.

“The city has two confeder-
ate monuments and countless 
schools, streets and a park dedi-
cated to celebrating the treacher-
ous and racist acts of the confed-
erate states. A number of citizens 
in Jacksonville have banded 
together for years to endeavor 
to rid the city of the monuments 
and change school names.

“I am sure you are well aware 
of the national “Take ‘Em Down” 
campaign. As a representative of 
“Take ‘Em Down Jax” I am writing 
to urge you to use your celebrity 
status to assist in this effort.

“You are scheduled to per-
form in Hemming Plaza but what 
you may not be aware of is that 
towering above the park is a con-
federate monument. In addition, 
Hemming Plaza was the site of a 
horrific incident known as “Axe 
Handle Saturday” during the civil 
rights movement.

“I am writing to request that 
you do one of two things. It 

would make a very big impact in 
this campaign if you would agree 
to pulling out of the Jazz Festival 
and informing the organizers 
that you will not perform in the 
shadow of white supremacy.

“If you feel that you are unable 
to pull out of the show altogether, 
I would like to request that you 
make mention of the monument 
and tell Jacksonville that it needs 
to come down during your perfor-
mance and post to social media 
using hashtag #TakeEmDownJax.

“Thank you for your time and 
I await your response.”

In the interest of full disclo-
sure, I have my own personal 
concerns with the so-called Jazz 
Festival. I mentioned my lifelong 
love affair with jazz. However, I 
omitted the fact that I am also 
a formally-trained jazz musician, 

with a career of my own spanning 
40+ years.

I am a well-known, well-re-
spected, national recording artist, 
residing in the Jacksonville area, 
and while I have received prom-
ises and assurances — from City 
Hall officials to the event organiz-
ers — that I would be called to 
perform for my new hometown, 
I have never received such a call.

In fact, I’ve lived in Jackson-
ville for three years and have 
never been called for the Jazz 
Festival. It’s either paranoia or I’m 
“on the list” — more commonly 
known as being “Black-Balled.”

I do believe the individuals 
who book these events have 

every right to secure whatever 
talent they deem appropriate 
and sufficiently popular, after-all, 
there is a great deal of subjec-
tivity to any booking scenario. 
However, it begins to look as 
though politics has played more 
than a minor role in the selection 
process over the years.

Having played festivals in 
various parts of the world, other 
than a matter of principle and fair 
play, I have no vested interest in 
this particular festival.

Finally, given the opportunity, 
I could provide a dozen or more 
names of world-renowned, au-
thentic jazz players and singers 
who would be perfectly suitable 
for the event, and since revenue 
from tickets sales is not a factor 
in a free event, subjectivity or 
the perception of their popularity 
would not come into question. 
It would simply be a great event 
celebrating a wonderful Ameri-
can art form.

Mayor Dyer, Chief Mina accused of excessive 
force in lawsuit: What has changed?

By Roger Caldwell, NNPA 
Newswire Contributor

“Video of Noel Carter’s 
arrest, which was cap-
tured by a resident in 

an Orange Avenue apartment 
and by security cameras outside 
the Orlando Sentinel’s office, 
drew widespread criticism of the 
officers’ use of force. The footage 
showed Cruz and Mays kicking 
Carter as he lay on a sidewalk,” 
says Tess Sheets – reporter of the 
Orlando Sentinel.

Dyer and Mina “supported, 
justified, condoned, and oth-
erwise ratified” Orlando police 
officers David Cruz’s and Charles 
Mays’ actions through the agen-
cy’s use of force policy and failing 
to discipline officers for such in-
cidents, the suit claims. Excessive 
force was the policy that Mayor 
Buddy Dyer and then Chief John 
Mina, who is now the Sheriff of 
Orange County, Fla, condoned 
in the Orlando Police Depart-
ment. The Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement investigation 

“covered up” the Departments’ 
actions.

During an arrest in 2015 of bank 
department executive, Noel Carter, 
who happens to be a Black man 
was viciously and brutally beaten 
along Orange Avenue early in 
the morning. This gentleman was 
kicked, pepper sprayed, beaten 
and stunned multiple times with 
a Taser by two Orlando police offi-
cers David Cruz and Charles Mays.

“Video of Carter’s arrest, which 
was captured by a resident in an 
Orange Avenue apartment and 
by security cameras outside the 
Orlando Sentinel’s office, drew 
widespread criticism of the of-
ficers’ use of force. The footage 
showed Cruz and Mays kicking 
Carter as he lay on a sidewalk,” 
says Tess Sheets – reporter for the 
Orlando Sentinel.

It was obvious that Mayor 
Dyer and Chief Mina did not care 
about the treatment that a Black 
man received by the Orlando 
Police Department. This incident 
would be swept under the rug. 
If a police person knows there is 

no penalty for excessive force to 
people of color that becomes the 
policy and no reason to stop that 
behavior.

Last week, in a federal lawsuit 
in Florida’s Middle District, “Noel 
Carter claims he suffered constitu-
tional deprivations, emotional and 
physical damages when police 
officers David Cruz and Charles 
Mays used excessive force on him 
during the June 4, 2015 arrest. The 
suit also alleges Dyer and then – 
OPD Chief John Mina acted with 
deliberate indifference by failing 
to implement an adequate use of 
a force policy that would prevent 
excessive force,” reported Tess 
Sheets.

Many residents in Orlando 
know in the Black and Hispanic 
communities, excessive force 
and police brutality is an ongoing 
issue, and the mayor acts as if it 
does not exist. Between 2010 and 
2014, the Orlando Police Depart-
ment paid out more than $3.3 
million to settle lawsuits against 
officers for excessive force and 
police brutality.

The mayor and the city coun-
cil are ignoring an issue that is 
neither new nor isolated. Over 
a series of months in 2015, The 
National Action Network of Cen-
tral Florida called for Chief Mina’s 
resignation many times, but it 
appeared that the community 
kept forgetting the way they were 
treated in the streets.

Just recently, members of 
Orlando’s civilian police oversight 
board agreed with the Police De-
partment’s decision to discipline 
an officer who kicked a 13-year 
old boy in the chest during an 
arrest. It has been discovered by 
another officer’s body camera 
that the 13-year old boy was in 
a “position of submission” when 
the officer kicked him. They also 
agreed to discipline another 
officer, who failed to turn on his 
body camera during a shooting 
one month later.

There is a fundamental prob-
lem in the Orlando Police Depart-
ment that started with Mayor 
Dryer and continued with Chief 
Mina. There are still some issues 

that exist with the current chief, 
Orlando Rolón,whose perfor-
mance can’t really be judged 
because he has only been on the 
job for five months.

Many of the officers don’t care 
how people of color are treated; 
therefore, it is time for a change 
at the top with Mayor Dyer. For 
16 years, there has been lies and 
cover ups, and the dirt is so deep, 
it is time to clean house.

When only less than 20% of 
the registered voters vote in an 
election, it is time for the people 
to let their voices be heard, and 
vote. The silence from the resi-
dents in Orlando is appalling, and 
it is time to put pressure on Mayor 
Buddy Dyer and now Sheriff John 
Mina.

No one really knows how 
many ongoing lawsuits exist 
against Dyer and Mina, because 
everything is swept under the 
rug. Millions of tax dollars are 
being used to settle lawsuits, 
which could be used to improve 
our communities and the local 
transit system.

Miles Jaye Davis plays over 12 
instruments and is an artist, 
musician, author, painter, 
writer and singer. He is also a 
trained chef. milesjaye.netCount Basie performing at the 

Aquarium Night Club, NYC. 
(Photo: Library of Congress’ 
Music Division / Wikimedia 
Commons) Ella Fitzgerald, January 1940 

(Photo: From theCarl Van 
Vechten Photographs collec-
tion at the Library of Con-
gress. / Wikimedia Commons)
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Remembering the message of Christmas
By Jesse Jackson

On Wednesday, Christmas 
will be celebrated by mil-
lions of people across this 

country and across the world. 
Joy surrounds the holiday, with 
music in the air, lights on homes 
and lampposts, families gath-
ering, presents exchanged and 
blessings shared.For some, Christ-
mas is a difficult time —for the 
poor, for separated families, for 
the lonely, for the imprisoned 
and the sick.

Each year at this time, I use this 
column to recall the true mean-
ing of Christmas.Christmas is 
literally the mass for Christ, mark-
ingthe birth of Jesus.He was born 
under occupation. Joseph and 
Mary were ordered to go far from 
home to register with authorities. 
The innkeeper told Joseph there 
was no room at the inn. Jesus was 
born on a cold night in a stable, 
lying in a manger, an “at-risk baby.”

His earthly father was a car-
penter. Santa Claus wasn’t around. 
He is an invention of 19th century 
Europe.Jesus was born at a time 
of great misery and turmoil, with 
his country under Roman occu-
pation. Prophets predicted that 
a new Messiah was coming —a 

King of Kings —one who would 
rout the occupiers and free the 
people. Many expected a mighty 
warrior—like the superheroes 
of today’s movies —who would 
mobilize an army to defeat Rome’s 
occupying legions.Fearing the 
prophecy, the Roman King Herod 
ordered the “massacre of the 
innocents,” the slaughter of all 
boys two and under in Bethlehem 
and the nearby region.Jesus con-
founded both Herod’s fears and 
the peoples’ hopes. He was a man 

of peace, not of war. He gathered 
disciples, not soldiers. He began 
his ministry by quoting Isaiah 
62:1: “the Lord has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor.”

We will be judged, he taught 
us, by how we treat “the least 
of these,” by how we treat the 
stranger on the Jericho Road. He 
called on us to feed the hungry, to 
clothe the naked, to care for the 
sick, to offer aid to the refugee.It’s 
an extraordinary story. Jesus was a 
liberator, but by his words and his 
example, not his sword. He con-
verted rather than conquered. He 
accumulated no worldly wealth. 
He threw the money lenders from 
the temple. During his ministry, 
he owned no home, no land, and 
had no regular paycheck. His time 
with us was too brief, and he was 
crucified for his ministry.

 And yet, he succeeded be-
yond all expectation to transform 
the world. The Prince of Peace, 
he taught us that peace is not the 
absence of violence; it is the pres-
ence of justice and righteousness.
These days, the mass for Christ too 
often is viewed as a holiday and 
a payday for Santa, rather than 
a holy day, more secular than sa-
cred. It is a time of sales, shopping 
and Santa, when its focus should 

be on the poorest among us. It is 
a time to stop a moment and take 
stock of where we are in light of 
the mission to bring “good news 
to the poor.”There is good news: 
unemployment is down, poverty 
is down, incomes have slowly 
begun to rise. We continue to lock 
up more people than any nation 
in the world, but at both the state 
and federal level, small steps 
are being taken to reduce the 
number of nonviolent offenders 
who are incarcerated.But surely, 
we have a long way to go. We 
are ignoring a climate crisis that 
threatens all of God’s creation.

The U.S. continues to waste 
lives and literally trillions in wars 
without end and without ap-
parent purpose. Inequality is 
at record extremes, and the tax 
cut Congress passed is making 
it worse.Millions still struggle 
in this rich country to secure 
adequate food to eat, yet the 
administration is cutting support 
for food stamps that allow the 
working poor to feed their fami-
lies. On our borders, the admin-
istration descended to tearing 
babies away from their mothers 
and keeping so many locked up 
that we have no facilities to house 
them. Health care, a basic human 

right, remains unaffordable for 
too many. Homelessness is rising, 
as adequate housing is priced out 
of the reach of more and more 
in our major cities.Jesus was not 
a partisan, but his birth was im-
mensely political —both in the 
expectations of the people and 
the fears of the occupiers.

Instead of turning us on one 
another, he called us to our high-
est selves. We should not let the 
deeper meaning of Christmas 
be lost in the wrappings.In Chi-
cago on Christmas Day, I will go 
with my family —as we do every 
year —to visit the prisoners at 
the Cook County Jail, one of the 
largest jails in this country. That 
reflects the real meaning of the 
Christmas story.In this secular age, 
let us remember the message of 
Christmas. Jesus demonstrated 
the astonishing power of faith, 
hope and charity, the importance 
of love. He showed that people 
of conscience can make a differ-
ence, even against the most pow-
erful oppressor.He demonstrated 
the strength of summoning our 
better angels, rather than rousing 
our fears or feeding our divi-
sions. This Christmas, this surely 
is a message to remember. Merry 
Christmas, everybody.

Donald the fool is not Jesus the Christ
By Julianne Malveaux

The hours before the House 
of Representatives impeach-
ment vote were a study in 

contrasts. While Democrats ap-
proached the debate leading up 
the vote somberly, with all due 
consideration, and with historical 
references, Republicans seemed to 
think they were starring in a come-
dy show. And the now-impeached 
President added to the comedy 
with an unhinged and delusional 
letter to House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi that clearly illustrated the 
break he has taken from reality. So 
he compared himself to the people 
who were executed (yes, execut-
ed!) during the Salem witch trials in 
1692-1693. Yes the fool had to go 
back more than 300 years to find 
a parallel for his “poor” treatment.

More egregiously, Mr. Trump 
was compared to Jesus the Christ, 
an abomination especially during 
this holiday season. We who are 
Christian celebrate the birth of the 
Christ child each year. It renews 
our faith. It provides us with hope. 
It should not be marred or be-

smirched by a paranoid charlatan 
who has the temerity to think he 
is anything like Jesus the Christ.

Who was Christ, anyway? The 
Jesus that the Bible celebrates was 
full of love for the least and the left 
out. In the Holy Bible, Matthew 
25:40 Jesus said, “whatever you 
do for the least of these you do 
for me”. Yet our 45th President 
has had nothing but contempt 
for the least of these, cutting 
food programs, caging innocent 
children, sputtering hate and 
nonsense at every opportunity. 
There was no Christ in the way that 
45 attacked deceased Congress-
man John Dingell (D-Michigan), 
deliberately mocking his widow, 
now-Congresswoman Debbie 
Dingell. Mrs. Dingell was painfully 
transparent in her reaction to Mr. 
Trump’s ignorance. She lost her 
husband less than a year ago, 
and our “Commander in Chief” is 
spinelessly attacking her and her 
husband. Where is the compassion 
of Christ in that?

Beyond utter hubris, the Christ 
comparison is pure delusional 
arrogance, but this is what we 

have come to expect from this 
putrid and paranoid President 
and his pitiful minions. And while 
partisan discord is the name of 
the game, too many Republican 
who know better have decided 
that their oath of allegiance is 
not to the Constitution but to a 
morally flawed, constitutionally 
indifferent President. The fact that 
Republicans, many who know 
better, many who acknowledge it 
“off the record” march in lockstep 
behind someone who has abused 
his power, is disturbing. Even more 
disturbing in the fact that too 
many Republicans think it’s okay.

Meanwhile, a mix tape of 
Christmas songs runs through my 
mind as I think of the temerity of 
Donald the Fool comparing him-
self to Jesus the Christ. “Oh Come 
Let Us Adore Him”. That’s what 
Donald the Fool wants – adoration. 
There is no sane Christian who will 
adore him because he is not the 
Christ, but a terribly flawed man 
who lies (15,000 y’all) and steals 
with impunity.   Or the refrain from 
“Silent Night”. Sleep in heavenly 
peace. But this Divider-in Chief has 

brought us absolutely no peace, 
no quiet, no calm. As many of us 
spend these days around Christ-
mas caroling and worshiping, it 
is repugnant that this charlatan 
compares himself to the virtuous 
Christ. Where are his virtues?

This comparison is also indica-
tive of how conservative Christians 
(words that should not be used in 
the same sentence) have fractured 
faith by describing 45 as “the cho-
sen one.” Chosen by whom and 
to what end? It is the height of 
hubris that one would pick such a 
venal man as chosen, God did not 
choose this lying, genital grabbing 
crook for anything but to force us 
to organize, mobilize, and tap into 
the power we all have within.

It would take days to unpack 
the several lies that Republicans 
used in their “defense” of their Pres-
ident. They said Democrats were 
out to get him from day one. It is 
true that a few were but the fact 
is that Speaker Nancy Pelosi was 
always measured in her approach 
to impeachment. She resisted it for 
the longest time, only capitulating 
when the Ukraine matter was too 

egregious to be ignored. The spoke 
of Democrats “hating” Trump, but 
disdain is not hate. The mangled 
the Constitution to their own end.

But in this Christmas season, the 
worst thing that any of them did 
was to compare Donald the Fool 
with Jesus the Christ. My mix tapes 
of hymns exalting the virtues of our 
Savior is in sharp contrast to the real-
ity of Trump. To compare that horrid, 
venal man to anything resembling 
Christ is to slap every Christian in 
the face. Love is patient, love is kind, 
Trump is none of the above.

Dr. Julianne Malveaux is an 
economist, author, media con-
tributor and educator. Her latest 
project MALVEAUX! On UDCTV 
is available on youtube.com. For 
booking, wholesale inquiries or for 
more info visit www.juliannemal-
veaux.com
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Diagnosed with ALS at 
14, she’s now a disability 
lifestyle influencer

CNN)

Lauren “Lolo” Spencer was 
that rambunctious girl you’d 
see on the playground: She 

loved running, street hockey and 
dancing. But when she turned 14, 
she started feeling fatigued and 
became concerned after noticing 
that her muscles had begun to 
weaken.

“One night, I reached up to 
grab a plate out of the cupboard, 
and my hand dropped to the 
counter. My arm just completely 
dropped.”

Doctors diagnosed her with 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, 
also known as ALS or Lou Geh-
rig’s disease. The degenerative 
neurological condition weakened 
the active teen’s muscles. By 19, 
she was using a wheelchair to 
get around.

ALS patients typically survive 
two to seven years beyond their 
diagnosis. Spencer, however, is 

not your typical patient. She’s 
been living with the disease for 
18 years.

“My body has changed very 
slowly, thankfully. I just made a 
decision that I was going to live 
my life to the fullest. [ALS] was not 
going to be my story.”

Having used a wheelchair for 
12 years, Spencer knows all the 
everyday hardships that come 
with a disability. But initially, she 
had trouble finding answers or 
help online.

“There wasn’t a lot of people 
talking about disability lifestyles 
and our personal experiences. 
There really wasn’t anyone giving 
the real deal.”

So she turned to social me-
dia and began sharing her own 
“real deal.” Through her Insta-
gram account, @itslololove, and 
her YouTube channel, Sitting 
Pretty, she gives insight, advice 
and support to the disabled 
community.

Mosquitoes 101
By Glenn Ellis

Regardless of where you live 
in the United States, this 
time of year brings some-

thing (other than hot weather) 
that affects everyone: mosquitos. 
No bite is more common than the 
bite of a mosquito.

They are itchy, annoying, and 
can even determine if you go 
outside at all, or if you do, for 
how long.

For the overwhelming majori-
ty of us, that is the extent of what 
w know about mosquitos. Well, 
that’s about to change.

Let me begin by letting you 
know that there are many types 
of mosquitos. There are over 
3,000 different species of mos-
quitos on the planet, with ap-
proximately 175 of them found in 
North America. These jokers have 
been around for more than 30 
million years, so I would expect 
them to be going away anytime 
soon.

Now, since most of us see 
them as these pesky little crit-
ters,  its important to know 
that in many ways, mosquitos 
are the deadliest creature on 
earth! In fact, as a result of the 
diseases they cause, and spread, 
mosquitos are responsible for 
more deaths than all the wars 
ever fought throughout histo-
ry. Truth be told, most of these 
deaths are the result of diseases 
like yellow fever, dengue and 
encephalitis; all transmitted by 
mosquitos.

Even though there are many 
types found in the United States, 
each region of the country tends 
have one of more species that are 
unique to the area. For example, 
one of the most dreaded things 
about a trip “down South” during 
the summer is the reputation of 
the mosquitos. This is all because 
of the notorious Asian Tiger 
mosquito; the most common 
mosquito in the South.

This little booger, unlike most 
“sensible” mosquitos that do 
their biting at dusk and around 
daybreak, the Asian Tiger will tear 
into you at any time during the 
day. This why so many Southern 
picnics and outings are cut short 
due to mosquito bites.

Ok, enough about their gene-
alogy, let’s talk about the actual 
mosquito bite.

Mosquitoes hunt for food 
by detecting body heat and the 
carbon dioxide humans exhale. 
However, only female mosqui-
toes suck our blood. Male mos-
quitoes feed on plant nectars. 
In fact, males don’t have the 
“teeth” for it. Only the female has 
a mouth that is built for piercing 
your skin. In fact, the female 
doesn’t “bite” you; instead she 
pierces your skin in order to suck 
your blood to fertilize her eggs (in 
order to make some more little 
mosquitos to do the same).

Once your skin is pierced, the 
female will begin to suck your 
blood, but it doesn’t stop there. 
She will not only suck your blood, 

but she also spits in her own sa-
liva, containing proteins that will 
keep your blood from clotting, 
and clogging up her “straw”. 
There is also the potential for her 
saliva to contain disease if she is 
carrying a virus or bacteria she 
picked up from another source 
along the way. This is where the 
diseases like yellow fever, den-
gue and encephalitis come it. It 
passes these potential diseases 
on when it “bites”. Since it doesn’t 
get a complete feeding all at once 
meal, she will move around a get 
a little blood from multiple vic-
tims. This is what will increase the 
likelihood of spreading infectious 
diseases.

So now you’re wondering 
about the bite and the itching 
from a mosquito bite!

Well, here’s the deal.
Once you’re bitten by the 

mosquito, your body’s immune 
system releases antibodies that 
are instructed to attack the in-
vading substance. The antibodies 
cause swelling and inflammation 
and contains histamine, which is 
responsible for the itching. The 
problem comes when you (like 
any reasonable human being) 
start to scratch that itch. The 
more you scratch, the more it 
itches! This is made even worse 
if, while scratching, you break 
the skin, leading to a possible 
infection.

So, now the big question: Why 

is that when you’re at a cookout 
with 30 other people, you seem 
to be the one that attracts the 
mosquitos?

Mosquitos are attracted 
to carbon dioxide. We all expel 
carbon dioxide when we exhale, 
so if you want to be totally mos-
quito-proof, just try holding your 
breath (please don’t try this, it’s 
just not possible). Some theo-
ries suggest that they are also 
attracted more to certain blood 
types. No truth to that. Mosqui-
tos pick up your scent over 100-
feet away, and by the time they 
bite, you’ve already been target-
ed. Bottom line, body heat and 
carbon dioxide are what makes 
you a delicious mosquito meal.

There are some tips to keep in 
mind: 1) since pregnant women 
are breathing for two, they tend 
to give off more heat and carbon 
dioxide; 2) athletes sweating is 
another factor that makes a bet-
ter meal; 3) as does anyone who 
sweats a lot in the hot weather; 
4) drinking alcohol will increase 
your internal body temperature, 
making you breath more to keep 
cool in hot weather.

Best advice: drinking water 
to dilute alcohol and sweat/per-
spiration; wear light, long-sleeve 
clothing; use insect repellant.

Remember, I’m not a doctor. 
I just sound like one. Take good 
care of yourself and live the best 
life possible!

Fonzworth Bentley and DJ Envy. 
They enlightened all of us on 
reasons to continue striving in 
the world and dropped knowl-
edge on how important it is to 
network in this industry. What 
I took from the conversation 
was the importance of being 
yourself, connecting with peo-
ple, and how a first impression 
is always what people will re-
member.

I’ve always wanted to be in 
front of a camera and do com-
mercial acting. It was a thrill to 
go to Morehouse College and 
shoot film for the Chevy Blazer. 
The directing crew was awe-
some and treated us like fam-
ily. One cast member told me 
“never forget the little people,” 
which is very important because 
everyone should be treated 

with respect and kindness. You 
should as always remember 
who helped prepare you to look 
a certain way or get you to a 
certain point in life.

After our time in Atlanta, Sha-
ron, Tedarius, and I made our way 
to Greensboro, North Carolina. 
We stopped there on the way to 
our newspaper assignment in 
Washington, D.C. to document     
Magnolia House, which was a 
historic hotel featured in The 
Green Book. It was a pleasure to 
meet the son of one of the orig-
inal owners of the house, and to 
learn the importance of venues 
like it for African Americans 
during segregation. Now we’re 
in Washington D.C. working 
with The Washington Informer, 
and we’re getting to meet a great 
group of people who will show 
us the ropes, and help us expand 
our skills in the media world.

My enthusiasm to be 
great has skyrocketed

From page 7

How and why we age
By Glenn 

Ellis(TriceEdneyWire.com)

It saddens me (as I grow older 
myself ) how many people are 
struggling with accepting old 

age. Much of our society is filled 
with folks, young and old, who 
see aging as a negative aspect 
of life. Our society discards those 
who have reached old age, and 
we are inundated with promises 
and potions that have us fixated 
on staying young.

We are programmed to die; ag-
ing is the outcome of this pro-
gramming, and it is no secret that 
the human body changes over 
time. Both genetics and lifestyle 
play a huge role in how we age.

We all age (if we live long 
enough), but seldom do we think 
about the process that takes place 
that takes us from the vibrant, youth-
ful, and energetic creatures we used 
to be, to the sedentary and limited 
beings we become in old age.

There are those in the scientific 
and medical community who are 
advocating that aging should 
be treated as a disease. Aging is 
defined as the progressive accu-
mulation of damage to your cells, 
tissues and organs, leading to dis-
ease and death. According to one 
study, this dreadful process starts 
at 24 years of age, at least for the 
brain; it could be a bit later.

Aging is nothing more than the 
natural wear and tear of the body’s 
component parts. It’s inevitable, 
and endlessly intriguing. While 
many age-related changes can-
not be prevented, a lifestyle that 

includes exercise and a well-bal-
anced diet will slow or minimize 
many problems related to aging.

As we age, our body’s organs 
and other systems make changes. 
These changes alter our suscepti-
bility to various diseases. Research-
ers are just beginning to under-
stand the processes that cause 
changes over time in our body 
systems. Understanding these 
processes is important because 
many of the effects of aging are 
first noticed in our body systems.

No single process can explain 
all the changes of aging. Aging is 
a complex process that varies as 
to how it affects different people 
and even different organs. Most 
Gerontologists (people who study 
aging) feel that aging is due to the 
interaction of many lifelong influ-
ences. These influences include 
heredity, environment, culture, 
diet, exercise and leisure, past 
illnesses, and many other factors.

 Since 1900, average U.S. life 
expectancy has risen from 47 to 
79. A lot of those gains come from 
a lower infant-mortality rate: A 
century ago, 1-in-10 babies born 
in the U.S. died before age 1, while 
today that figure is 1-in-170. But 
longevity gains in later years have 
also been substantial.

Most people are scared, in-
deed, terrified of old age because 
they feel that aging is charac-
terized by a progressive loss of 
essential body functions that they 
have learnt to take for granted 
over the years; for instance, loss 
of vision, hearing, teeth, memory, 
intelligence, sexual drive, muscle 

strength and vigor. However, it 
needs to be emphasized that 
you can become old healthily; 
remember that old age does not 
necessarily mean progressive 
deterioration or susceptibility to a 
plethora of ailments!

Fortunately, aging doesn’t have 
to be a downhill slide. Older people 
have the reputation of being more 
mature, experienced and thoughtful. 
Whether or not you become wiser 
as you grow older, you are likely to 
become farsighted for sure! Farsight-
edness, one example of aging, is a 
change in vision that’s a normal part 
of aging. It is caused by a gradual 
hardening of the eye’s lens, which 

impairs your ability to see up close. 
Your optometrist may recommend 
a pair of non-prescription reading 
glasses or prescribe bifocals for you.

Never think of age as being 
anything but just a number. There 
are some things in life we have 
no control over, such as when we 
were born. Age is no more than a 
circumstantial detail, like the color 
of your eyes, or the names of your 
parents; it does not define who 
you are. Aging is inevitable, grow-
ing old is avoidable. Expressed 
differently, one is never too young 
to be old or die, but one is never so 
aged as to become old.

If we live long enough, we 

will age. Just like the flowers, 
trees, bees, and all other living 
species on earth. It is up to us to 
accept aging as another stage of 
the life cycle–nothing more. Too 
many of us become despondent, 
depressed, and feel worthless. 
Just make the best of whatever 
you have to work with in old age. 
Remember, healthy aging is not 
just about preventing problems. 
It’s also about spotting them and 
addressing them before they get 
worse or drag down the rest of 
your health and independence.

Dying is not just an event that 
happens to us at the close of our 
lives. It is our purpose for being. We 
begin to die the very day we are 
born and live all our life towards 
death. Sure, we may get sick as 
we age, but we can get sick at 
any stage of life. Illness and aging 
need not go hand in hand. If you 
take good care of your body in the 
“morning”, it will take good care of 
you in the “evening” of your life.

Remember, I’m not a doctor. 
I just sound like one. Take good 
care of yourself and live the best 
life possible!

The information included in 
this column is for educational 
purposes only. It is not intended 
nor implied to be a substitute for 
professional medical advice. Glenn 
Ellis, is Research Bioethics Fellow 
at Harvard Medical School and 
author of Which Doctor?, and In-
formation is the Best Medicine. Ellis 
is an active media contributor on 
Health Equity and Medical Ethics. 
For more good health information 
visit: www.glennellis.com

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.
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 On the scene
Trina Braxton marries Von Scales

Posted by Audrey J. Bernard

ST. LOUIS, MO -- On Sunday, 
December 15, 2019,Trina 
Braxton and Von Scales 

tied the knot at the Windows 

on Washington in St. Louis in a 
ceremony officiated by Judge 
Mablean Ephriam. The wedding 
was a Braxton Family affair, with 
Trina’s siblings Toni, Tamar, Traci, 
Towanda and Michael Jr., and 

mother Evelyn in attendance. The 
reality star, 45, and her husband, 
businessman Von Scales tied the 
knot surrounded by those closest 
to them. Trina’s breathtaking dress 
was designed by Naama & Anat 

Haute Couture and her hair styled 
in an afro puff served as a halo 
around her beautiful face.  Von’s 
dashing suit was by Cedric Cobb.  
The ceremony was filmed for an 
upcoming episode of “Braxton 

Family Values,” giving fans an in-
side look at Trina and Von’s special 
day.  The new season of WE tv’s hit 
series will premiere in 2020.  “I’m 
married to an amazing man,” she 
gushed.  (Source WE tv)

The Braxton’s (L-R) Traci, Toni, Miss Evelyn, Trina, Tamar, Towanda

The Bride & Groom kiss after ceremony The Bride & Groom perform their first dance during reception
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1Excludes 1SV model.     2Enclave based on MSRP of $58,800. Envision based on MSRP of $39,015. Encore based on MSRP of $26,910. Not available with special finance, lease, and some other offers. Take 
retail delivery by 1/2/20. See participating dealer for details.     3Enclave based on MSRP of $58,800. Envision based on MSRP of $39,015. Encore based on MSRP of $26,910. Excludes 1SV model. MUST BE A 
CURRENT OWNER OF A 2005 MODEL YEAR OR NEWER NON-GM VEHICLE FOR AT LEAST 30 DAYS PRIOR TO NEW VEHICLE SALE. Not available with special finance, lease and some other offers. Take retail 
delivery by 1/2/20. See dealer for details.     4For J.D. Power 2019 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. ©2019 General Motors. All rights reserved. The marks appearing in this ad are the trademarks or 
service marks of GM, its subsidiaries, affiliates or licensors. Buick® Encore® Envision® Enclave® 

#1 IN SALES SATISFACTION AND CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION WITH DEALER SERVICE AMONG 
MASS MARKET BRANDS BY J.D. POWER FOR 2019.4

2019 BUICK ENCLAVE AVENIR

$4,824 PRICE REDUCTION BELOW MSRP
+ $2,820 PURCHASE ALLOWANCE

$7,644 BELOW
MSRP2

ON THIS ENCLAVE

13% BELOW
MSRP1

EXAMPLE OFFER:

PLUS, CURRENT ELIGIBLE NON-GM OWNERS RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL 
4% PURCHASE ALLOWANCE. THAT’S $2,352 ON THIS ENCLAVE.3

2019 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED

$1,728 PRICE REDUCTION BELOW MSRP
+ $3,923 PURCHASE ALLOWANCE

$5,651BELOW
MSRP2

ON THIS ENCORE

21% BELOW
MSRP1

EXAMPLE OFFER:

PLUS, CURRENT ELIGIBLE NON-GM OWNERS RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL 
4% PURCHASE ALLOWANCE. THAT’S $1,077 ON THIS ENCORE.3

2019 BUICK ENVISION ESSENCE

$3,018 PRICE REDUCTION BELOW MSRP
+ $2,054 PURCHASE ALLOWANCE

$5,072 BELOW
MSRP2

ON THIS ENVISION

EXAMPLE OFFER:

PLUS, CURRENT ELIGIBLE NON-GM OWNERS RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL 
4% PURCHASE ALLOWANCE. THAT’S $1,561 ON THIS ENVISION.3

13% BELOW
MSRP1

GMUX1849000_Buick_AABuy_Restricted_10x14.indd   1 12/13/19   11:49 AM
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Dwyane Wade speaks out about 
coming to grips with having a gay son

Newyorkbeacon.com

Wade, in fact, said Wednesday 
on the Matt Barnes and Ste-
phen Jackson Showtime 

podcast All the Smoke that it was 
his son who taught him, the parent, 
about acceptance and maturity. 
Zion is Wade’s son from a previous 
relationship.

“You want to talk about 
strength and courage,” the 37-year-
old former Miami Heat guard 
asked the hosts. “My 12-year-old 
son has way more than I have.”

Wade added, “You can learn 
something from your kids.”

   Wade, Union and the rest of 
their blended family have received 
backlash on social media since the 
release of a Thanksgiving family 
photo that showed Zion wearing 
a crop top and long painted nails.

Wade responded on Twitter, 
“Stupidity is a part of this world we 
live in — so I get it. But here’s the 
thing — I’ve been chosen to lead 
my family not y’all. So we will con-
tinue to be us and support each 
other with pride, love & a smile!”ORDER NOW! 1.866.749.2741 ask for 59104VSL 

www.OmahaSteaks.com/cook31

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

*Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. ©2019 

Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 2/29/20

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 FREE BURGERS  
THAT’S 16 MAIN COURSES!

American Black Film 
Festival Honors 
announces nominees for 
‘Movie of the Year’ award

Newyorkbeacon.com

The American Black Film Festi-
val Honors today announced 
the nominees for the “Movie 

of the Year” award.
The ABFF Honors’ “Movie of the 

Year” award is a competitive award 
presented to the best feature 
length film of the year directed 
by and/or starring a lead actor or 
actress of African descent.

BLACK & BLUE – An action 
thriller about a rookie cop (Naomie 
Harris) who inadvertently captures 
the murder of a young drug dealer 
on her body cam. After realizing 
that the murder was committed 
by corrupt cops, she teams up 
with the one person from her 
community who is willing to help 
her (Tyrese Gibson) as she tries to 
escape both the criminals out for 
revenge and the police who are 
desperate to destroy the incrimi-
nating footage.

DOLEMITE IS MY NAME –  Ed-
die Murphy portrays real-life leg-
end Rudy Ray Moore, a comedy 
and rap pioneer who proved nay-
sayers wrong when his hilarious, 
obscene, kung-fu fighting alter 
ego, Dolemite, became a 1970s 
Blaxploitation phenomenon.

HARRIET –  Based on the thrill-
ing and inspirational life of an 
iconic American freedom fighter, 
Harriet tells the extraordinary tale 
of Harriet Tubman’s (Cynthia Erivo) 
escape from slavery and trans-
formation into one of America’s 
greatest heroes. Her courage, inge-
nuity, and tenacity freed hundreds 
of slaves and changed the course 
of history.

JUST MERCY –  After graduat-
ing from Harvard, Bryan (Michael 
B Jordan) might have had his 
pick of lucrative jobs. Instead, 
he heads to Alabama to defend 
those wrongly condemned, with 
the support of local advocate 
Eva Ansley (Brie Larson.) One of 
his first, and most incendiary, 

cases is that of Walter McMillian 
(Jamie Foxx,) who, in 1987, was 
sentenced to die for the noto-
rious murder of an 18-year-old 
girl, despite a preponderance of 
evidence proving his innocence 
and the fact that the only testi-
mony against him came from a 
criminal with a motive to lie. In 
the years that follow, Bryan be-
comes embroiled in a labyrinth of 
legal and political maneuverings 
and overt and unabashed racism 
as he fights for Walter, and others 
like him, with the odds-and the 
system-stacked against them.

THE LAST BLACK MAN IN SAN 
FRANCISCO –  A young man (Jim-
mie Fails) searches for home in the 
changing city that seems to have 
left him behind.

QUEEN & SLIM – Slim (Daniel 
Kaluuya) and Queen’s (Jodie Turn-
er-Smith) first date takes an un-
expected turn when a policeman 
pulls them over for a minor traffic 
violation. When the situation esca-
lates, Slim takes the officer’s gun 
and shoots him in self-defense. 
Now labelled cop killers in the 
media, Slim and Queen feel that 
they have no choice but to go on 
the run and evade the law. When a 
video of the incident goes viral, the 
unwitting outlaws soon become 
a symbol of trauma, terror, grief 
and pain for people all across the 
country

US – In order to get away from 
their busy lives, the Wilson family 
takes a vacation to Santa Cruz, Cal-
ifornia with the plan of spending 
time with their friends, the Tyler 
family. On a day at the beach, their 
young son Jason almost wanders 
off, causing his mother Adelaide 
(Lupita Nyong’o) to become pro-
tective of her family. That night, 
four mysterious people break 
into Adelaide’s childhood home 
where they’re staying. The family 
is shocked to find out that the 
intruders look like them, only with 
grotesque appearances.

Remembering Gary 
Mayor Richard Hatcher: 
First of Firsts

By Marc H. Morial 
TriceEdneyWire.com)–

“I thought that it was the great-
est thing in the world that he was 
going to be our mayor. He was 
someone who looked like us and 
fought for the things we believed 
in and needed. But the thing that 
struck me the most about Hatcher 
was his accessibility. In his 20 years 
at City Hall, Hatcher was always 
accessible to everyone. He was a 
rock star then, but he made sure 
that he met everyone.” – Karen 
Freeman Wilson, current mayor of 
Gary, Indiana

“He literally opened the door 
to Black political empowerment 
on the local level, state level and 
federal level. He sent a message 
across the country and he gave 
rise to other Black mayors in small 
and big cities.”

When Richard Hatcher was 
inaugurated as mayor of Gary, 
Indiana, in 1968 one of the na-
tion’s first Black mayors of a big 
city, he insisted upon inviting 
a little-known “youth group” to 
perform alongside the major stars.

“Nobody wanted to hear the 
youth group,” Rev. Jesse Jackson 
told radio station WBZE. “They 
wanted to see the stars.”

The “youth group” was Gary’s 
own Jackson 5, who went on that 
year to sign with Motown Records.

Richard Hatcher, who passed 
this week at the age of 86, was a 
visionary in more ways than one.

A graduate of Indiana Universi-
ty and Valparaiso University School 
of Law, he served as deputy county 
prosecutor in the early 1960s until 
his election to Gary City Council 

in 1963.  In 1967, he defeated the 
incumbent mayor in a primary and 
overcame resistance from the local 
Democratic machine to win with 
the support of national political 
figures like Sen. Robert Kennedy 
and Vice President Hubert Hum-
phrey.

During his swearing in cer-
emony, Hatcher promised that, 
“together, we shall beat a way; 
together we shall turn darkness 
into light, despair into hope and 
promise into progress. For God’s 
sake, for Gary’s sake, let’s get our-
selves together.”

Hatcher’s election was the first 
in a historic string of victories for 
Black mayors across the nation, 
and the beginning of a trend that 
would put Gary at the center of 
Black political power.  Four years 
later, Hatcher would bring the his-
toric National Black Political Con-
vention to Gary. More than 10,000 
delegates and attendees gathered 
to formulate a political strategy 
for Black America, including Rev. 
Jackson, Coretta Scott King, Shir-
ley Chisholm, Amiri Baraka, Louis 
Farrakhan, Bobby Seale, and Betty 
Shabazz.

In his speech at the convention, 
Hatcher warned that if the two 
major political parties continued to 
neglect their concerns, Black Amer-
icans would create a third party, 
and “we shall take with us the best 
of White America…many a white 
youth nauseated by the corrupt 
values rotting the innards of this 

society…many of the white poor…
many a White G.I….and many of the 
white working class, too.”

Hatcher was instrumental in 
founding Operation PUSH (People 
United to Save Humanity) with 
Rev. Jackson, and later served as  
chairman of Jackson’s presidential 
campaign in 1984.

He served as the Vice-Chair-
man of the Democratic National 
Committee from 1981 to 1985 and 
as President of the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors.

In 1978, he co-founded TransA-
frica, an advocacy group aimed at 
changing U.S. policy toward Africa 
and the Caribbean.

Hatcher paved the way for the 
many Black mayors who would 
follow, including my own father, 
Ernest N. “Dutch” Morial, who was 
elected the first Black mayor of 
New Orleans in 1977 – and for 
the later generation mayors that I 
joined when I was elected in 1994. 

I was proud that the National 
Urban League was able to honor 
Hatcher, on the 50th anniversary 
of his election, during our 2017 
Conference in St. Louis. As I noted 
at the time, Hatcher aspired to 
political office at a time that was 
not so far removed from lynchings, 
segregated schools, and anti-mis-
cegenation laws. Every step, every 
vote and every position attained 
was marred and marked by trans-
parently racial barriers, and every 
victory was made all the more 
sweet by overcoming them.
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African cocoa growers 
take hard line on prices

(GIN) –

Strike! That’s the sound of the 
world’s top two producers 
of cocoa who say they are 

suspending their sales for better 
prices.

The governments of Ivory 
Coast and Ghana are trying this 
time-honored strategy to address 
the imbalance between farmers’ in-
come and money made by foreign 
commodity markets who scoop up 
most of the profit.

If the strategy sounds familiar, 
it’s the same one described in 
the Greek play Lysistrata where 
the women withheld affection 
from their husbands in order to 
secure peace and end the Pelo-
ponnesian War.

Currently, the majority of 
money does not reach the farm-

ers who live in poverty.
Globally, 85% of the market is 

controlled by companies such as 
Kraft, Mars, and Nestlé.

But according to Ed Croply, 
a journalist, Ivorian President 
Alassane Ouattara and his 
Ghanaian counterpart Nana 
Akufo-Addo would do better 
to focus on processing cocoa 
beans, rather than just growing 
them. As with other commodi-
ties like diamonds or crude oil, 
the labor-intensive work hap-
pens elsewhere.

Of the $100 billion spent an-
nually on chocolate, the African 
Development Bank reckons the 
continent keeps just $5 billion.

A meeting in the Ivory Coast 
in Abidjan on July 3 will discuss 
how to implement this measure 
for the next two years crops.

Former pres of Egypt dies on the 
stand in contentious court hearing

(GIN) –

Egyptian ex-president Mo-
hammed Morsi, persecuted 
by the current military re-

gime according to rights activists, 
collapsed on the stand and died 
after giving testimony in his trial, 
it was reported on state TV.

Morsi, 67, had been speaking 
from the glass “cage” where he 
was confined during sessions. 
He warned of “many secrets” he 
could reveal, when suddenly he 
collapsed.

The leader of the Muslim 
Brotherhood was stricken by a 
heart attack, sources said. State 
TV said Morsi died before he 
could be taken to the hospital.

Mohammed Sudan, leading 
member of the Muslim Broth-
erhood in London, described 
Morsi’s death as “premeditated 
murder” saying that the former 
president was banned from re-
ceiving medicine or visits and 
there was little information about 

his health condition.
“He has been placed behind 

glass cage (during trials). No 
one can hear him or know what 
is happening to him. He hasn’t 
received any visits for a months 
or nearly a year. He complained 
before that he doesn’t get his 
medicine. This is premediated 
murder. This is slow death.”

The former president was 
known to have been suffering 
from several ailments, including 
diabetes and liver disease.

Morsi was elected in 2012 
after the nation’s Arab Spring re-
volts that toppled the autocratic 
President Hosni Mubarak, an ally 
of the U.S. who ruled with an iron 
fist. He led Egypt to become the 
first Arab state to join the attack 
on Iraq but estranged his people 
by the use of torture, denying 
freedom of speech, and enabling 
police violence.

Morsi improved relations with 
the U.S., recognized the state of 
Israel, and developed a work-

ing relationship with President 
Obama that brought temporary 
peace between Israel and the 
Palestinian group Hamas.

But his national legislation 
was a let-down to followers. He 
granted himself unlimited pow-
ers without judicial oversight or 
review.

Soon, the young population 
wanted Morsi to step down 
as well. He was ousted by the 
military in 2013. Hundreds of 
Muslim Brotherhood members 
were sentenced to death follow-
ing proceedings that violated 
due process rights and failed to 
establish individual guilt, Human 
Rights Watch said.

Now, even Morsi’s opposition 
has denounced his treatment in 
prison and the long time he spent 
in solitary confinement.

“Egyptian authorities unlaw-
fully prevented former President 
Mohamed Morsi from contacting 
or receiving visits from his family 
and lawyers. On June 4, 2017, 
Egyptian authorities allowed 
Morsy to receive visits from his 
family and lawyer for only the 
second time in nearly four years,” 
wrote Human Rights Watch.

“Morsi’s treatment is a win-
dow into the appalling condi-
tions suffered by thousands of 
political detainees in Egypt.”

In Turkey, President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan reacted angrily 
to news of Morsi’s death. “History 
will never forget those tyrants 
who led to his death by putting 
him in jail and threatening him 
with execution,” he said in a tele-
vised speech.

And on Twitter, newspaper 
columnist Hisham Melhem wrote: 
“One could argue #Mohamed-
Morsi was not fit to be pres.of 
#Egypt, that he was not a true 
democrat & with known preju-
dices; but he was the first civilian 
democratically elected in Egypt’s 
history. Not as brutal as those 
preceded him or the monstrosity 
that toppled him.” w/pix of Morsi

Sagrada Familia gets building permit after 137 years
(CNN) — 

For 137 years, the construc-
tion of Barcelona’s Sagrada 
Familia had been carried out 

illegally.
That all changed on Friday 

when the Roman Catholic church 
finally received its building per-
mit, according to a Twitter post 
by Janet Sanz, in charge of urban 
planning.

Barcelona’s city council award-
ed the license to the committee 
in charge of completing the 
construction of the church for 
4.6 million euros ($5.2 million), 
Sanz wrote.

The money will be used to 
fund projects designed to miti-
gate the impact of approximately 
4.5 million people who visit the 

unfinished basilica every year.
She told reporters that the 

council had finally managed to 
“resolve a historical anomaly in 
the city — that an emblematic 
monument like the Sagrada Fa-
milia... didn’t have a building per-
mit, that it was being constructed 
illegally,” Agence France-Presse 
reported.

The Catholic temple’s design-
er, Catalan modernist Antoni 
Gaudí, had asked for a permit 
in 1885 from the city council of 
Sant Martí de Provençals, which 
is currently one of Barcelona’s 
neighborhoods, but never re-
ceived an answer, according to a 
Friday blog post from the church.

And even though construc-
tion of the neo-Gothic church 
began in 1882, authorities only 

discovered in 2016 that it never 
had planning permission, AFP 
reported.

Work on the Sagrada Familia, 
which was named a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in 2005, 

may have dragged on for 
an unusually long time, but 
incredibly the edifice remains 
unfinished.

The basilica will have a maxi-
mum height of 172 meters (564 
feet) and will be completed with 
a budget of 374 million euros, 
according to the new building 
permit seen by AFP.

Gaudí, whose idiosyncratic 
works are found across the Span-
ish coastal city, dedicated his life 
to building the Sagrada Familia 
until he was killed by a tram in 
1926.

Since then a string of archi-
tects have worked to finish the 
church according to Gaudí’s origi-
nal design and work is scheduled 
to end in 2026, marking 100 years 
since his death.
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Canada police prepared 
to shoot indigenous 
activists, documents show

PhiladephiaObserver.com

Canadian police were pre-
pared to shoot Indigenous 
land defenders blockading 

construction of a natural gas pipe-
line in northern British Columbia, 
according to documents seen by 
the Guardian.

Notes from a strategy session 
for a militarized raid on ancestral 
lands of the Wet’suwet’en na-
tion show that commanders of 
Canada’s national police force, 
the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP), argued that “lethal 

overwatch is req’d” – a term for 
deploying snipers.

   The RCMP commanders also 
instructed officers to “use as much 
violence toward the gate as you 
want” ahead of the operation to re-
move a roadblock which had been 
erected by Wet’suwet’en people to 
control access to their territories 
and stop construction of the pro-
posed 670km (416-mile) Coastal 
GasLink pipeline (CGL).

In a separate document, an 
RCMP officer states that arrests 
would be necessary for “sterilizing 
the site”.

From impeachment to death 
sentences: How other countries 
punish wayward leaders

PhiladephiaObserver.com

President Donald Trump 
thinks he’s suffered more 
injustice than the alleged 

witches of Salem, but it could be 
worse.

Pakistan’s former president, 
Pervez Musharraf, faced possible 
impeachment in 2008, leading to 
his resignation. In the end — earli-
er this week — Musharraf was sen-
tenced to death for treason.

At the other end of the spec-
trum, Trump isn’t even the first 
leader to face impeachment this 
month. That (dis)honor belongs 
to Carrie Lam, the chief executive 
of Hong Kong.

Lam survived a Dec. 5 im-
peachment vote by a margin 
of 36 to 26, but need not have 
worried too much. The vote was 
an intermediate step and the 
Communist Party hierarchy in Bei-
jing would likely have stepped in 
to end the process if she had lost. 
That’s a luxury Trump won’t have 
if his impending Senate trial goes 
unexpectedly awry.

T h e  t r a v a i l s  o f  Tr u m p, 
Musharraf and Lam raise the 
question of how countries around 
the world offer lawmakers and 

citizens the chance to remove 
high-office holders from their 
positions.

In parliamentary systems, 
a national government leader 
can typically be replaced for any 
reason if they have lost the confi-
dence of a majority of members 
of the lower house of parliament 
(the equivalent of the U.S. House 
of Representatives).

American-style presidential 
impeachment exists in countries 
including India, Brazil, Russia, 
France, Germany, South Korea, 

Philippines, Austria, Hungary, 
Bulgaria and Ireland.

While American lawmakers 
now have impeached a pres-
ident three times, the world 
leader in impeachment is Nor-
way, which modeled its system 
after the United States’ and had 
invoked impeachment eight 
times before 1927, until the 
constitutional mechanism fell 
into disuse following a failed 
attempt to impeach the prime 
minister and six members of 
his Cabinet.

India clamps down 
against citizenship law 
protests

PhiladephiaObserver.com

Authorities have imposed an 
emergency law banning 
large gatherings in parts of 

India’s capital, Delhi, as nationwide 
protests escalated, injuring police 
and demonstrators.

A week after a controversial 
new citizenship law was passed 
by parliament, which has been 
accused of openly discriminating 
against Muslims, protests across 
the country showed no sign of 
abating.

   Clashes between demonstra-
tors and police in the Seelampur 
district of Delhi turned violent 
on Tuesday, with 21 injured and 
buses and a police outpost set 
alight, leading police to bring in 

emergency measures to prevent 
the gathering of more than four 
people in certain Muslim-domi-
nated areas of the city.

Under the new legislation, tens of 
thousands of Hindu, Christian, Jain, 
Buddhist and Sikh migrants from 
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghani-
stan will be allowed to claim Indian 
citizenship. The same will not apply 
for Muslims, who the BJP govern-
ment argues are not a threatened 
minority in these countries.

Some of the most violent alter-
cations between protesters and 
police over the past week have 
occurred on Muslim-majority uni-
versity campuses, where students 
who were marching against the 
citizenship law were met with po-
lice brutality.

West Africa’s colonial era currency 
is dead! Long live ‘the Eco’

(GIN) –

A decades-old reminder of the 
years of colonial French rule 
finally ended this month 

with the renaming of the colonial 
era currency – the CFA franc – to a 
name of independence – the Eco.

  The announcement was 
made in Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) 
by Ivorian President Alassane 
Ouattara. It was seen as an effort 
by France to reshape its relations 
with its former African colonies.

  “The CFA franc is dead,” de-
clared the French newspaper Le 
Journal du Dimanche.

  French President Emmanuel 
Macron, at a press conference with 
President Ouattara, said the new 
currency would still be pegged 
to the euro and guaranteed by 
France. However, countries using 
the currency will no longer have 
to keep half of their reserves at 
the French treasury, nor will there 
be a French representative on the 
currency union’s board.

  The French-backed currency 
was established in 1945. Former 
French colonies Benin, Burkina 
Faso, Ivory Coast, Mali, Niger, 
Senegal and Togo still use the 
currency, as does Guinea-Bissau.

  Speaking  in Abidjan, the 
economic hub of the Ivory Coast, 
Macron acknowledged that co-
lonialism had been “a grave mis-

take”, but he also criticized “the 
youth” for calling out the French 
for a backwards economic and 
monetary relationship with Af-
rica. “They judge it to be, and I 
quote them, postcolonial,” he said, 
sounding a note of disbelief.

  “I belong to a generation 
which was not that of coloniza-
tion,” he added.

  “The African continent is a 
young continent,” he said. “Three-
fourths of your country never knew 
colonialism,” he continued, ad-
dressing the Ivoirian audience, and 
called on African youth to “build a 
new partnership of friendship with 
France”.

  “The question of the CFA franc 
crystallizes numerous debates 
and criticisms of the supposed 
role of France in Africa,” Mr Macron 
said skeptically.Macron has said 
he wants to dismantle the “França-

frique” sphere of influence with 
former African colonies in favor of 
more normal, business-oriented 
relations free of any colonial taint.

  “France is leaving the gover-
nance of the whole system in west 
Africa,” a French finance ministry 
official told the Financial Times. 
“It’s a significant move as through 
our presence in institutions we 
had an influence on the decisions 
taken by the currency union.”

  Opponents of the old cur-
rency say it prevents countries 
from devaluing to counter ex-
ternal shocks and has hampered 
industrialization by keeping the 
exchange rate artificially high. 
Some regard it as a useful arrange-
ment — to the detriment of the 
poor — between France and the 
moneyed elites of francophone 
Africa, whose spending power is 
inflated.
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

Culture

Eddie Murphy hints 
he might do some 
signature skits during 
‘SNL’ return

PhiladephiaObserver.com

When it comes to Eddie 
Murphy‘s anticipated re-
turn to Saturday Night 

Live this weekend, the 58-year 
old actor and comedian said he 
wouldn’t mind playing Gumby, 
Buckwheat or even Bill Cosby – 
characters that became his trade-
marks on the show.

For all the people too young to 
relate — Gumby was a mythical, 
pliable, asymmetrical green person 
who was the star of a children’s 
show. Buckwheat was a Black char-
acter on TVs Little Rascals played by 

late actor William Thomas Jr. Both 
were on the air when Murphy 
was growing up. On SNL, Murphy 
portrayed the innocent Gumby as 
a wisecracking cigar smoker and 
Buckwheat as a messy headed 
wide-eyed man of the world. Mur-
phy’s portrayal of Cosby predated 
the entertainer’s fall from grace 
and 2018 imprisonment on a sexual 
assault conviction.

  “We’re talking about a Gumby 
thing; we’re talking about a Buck-
wheat thing and I told you a Bill 
Cosby thing, maybe,” Murphy 
told the Today show’s Al Roker on 
Thursday.

Hair is still an issue: 
Sisters banned from 
‘Black Nutcracker’ over 
braids

PhiladephiaObserver.com

While there are a plethora 
of other issues to com-
bat, Black folks’ hair has 

become an unnecessary top-
ic of conversation and not in a 
complimentary or flattering way. 
A Harlem mother is voicing her 
concerns as her two daughters 
were recently banned from a 
production of the “Black Nutcrack-
er” because they chose to wear 
their hair in braids.

Pix11 reports that 9-year-
o l d  A p r i l  a n d  1 0 - y e a r -
old Brooke will not be able to par-
ticipate in the production, which 
is being put on by the Uptown 
Dance Academy. The mom, Lisa 
Skinner, said that the rules of the 
dance company are that students 
must secure their hair for safety 
reasons. However, her daughters 
were apparently told that their 
hair cannot be in braids, even if it is 
placed in a bun, per the suggested 
safety precaution.

   Skinner said that the teacher 
and school founder, Robin Wil-
liams, informed her that if her 
daughters were to have their 
hair in braids, they would “not be 
permitted to participate” in the 
performance.

“They were expelled from the 
school because I would not adhere 
to this ludicrous policy and she 
said to me then I will send you 
a refund of your ticket purchase 
money,” said Skinner.

Lisa Willis becomes New 
York Knicks’ first female 
coach as assistant for G 
League Team

History has been made in 
the state of New York! Ac-
cording to The Washington 

Informer, the Westchester Knicks 
have added former WNBA player 
Lisa Willis to their coaching staff, 
becoming the first female coach 
in the history of New York’s bas-
ketball franchise.

In addition to Willis’ hiring, the 
Westchester Knicks—the official 
NBA G League affiliate of the New 
York Knicks—also announced the 

hiring of Allen Deep as an assis-
tant coach.

   Willis, who was the fifth over-
all pick in the 2006 WNBA Draft, 
played for the Los Angeles Sparks 
her first two seasons before con-
tinuing her playing career with 
the New York Liberty (2007-08). 
While attending UCLA (2002-06), 
the Long Beach, California, native 
was recognized as the nation’s 
best defender by ESPN’s Nancy 
Lieberman. She graduated as 

the Bruins’ all-time three-point 
leader and second all-time in 
then-PAC-10 history and ranked 
ninth all-time in scoring.

“The Westchester Knicks con-
tinue to be a vital part of our 
player development program at 
the New York Knicks,” said Steve 
Mills, president of the New York 
Knicks in a press release. “Today, 
we’ve added two talented coach-
es who will improve our players’ 
skills both on and off the court.”
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WHAT IF THE FUTURE OF KIDS WAS
A STOCK YOU COULD INVEST IN?
Introducing Better FuturesTM—a whole new kind of investment with a greater 
return than money. When you invest, it helps kids go to college. Because 
a mind is a terrible thing to waste but a wonderful thing to invest in.TM 
Invest in Better Futures at UNCF.ORG/INVEST
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureFlick chat
A story about justice and redemption

By Dwight Brown  
Guest Scribe

“Just Mercy”

A young Harvard-educated 
lawyer, Bryan Stevenson 
(Michael B. Jordan), could 

have his pick of law firms. Instead, 
he heads to rural Alabama to set 
up a small practice. In the deep 
south, with all its confines, he seeks 
to reverse death row sentences for 
wrongfully convicted prisoners. 
Stevenson partners with local 
advocate Eva Ansley (Brie Larson).

Many on death row are in need. 
Walter McMillian (Jamie Foxx), who 
was convicted of killing an 18-year-
old white woman, becomes a prime 
client. McMillian says, “I didn’t do 
it.” There’s enough evidence to 
question his arrest, trial, conviction 
and sentence. But where he lives, 
in 1988, no one has enough power 
or know-how to fight the judicial 
system. He needs a crusader. Steven-
son: “Your life is still meaningful, and 
I’m going to do everything I can to 
keep them from taking it.”

To get a feel for Michael B. 
Jordan’s interpretation of the role, 
close your eyes and imagine a 
young Sidney Poitier. That’s the way 
Jordan plays the character. Not like 
a fiery, agitated Denzel Washington. 
Or a gritty, emotionally raw Jeffrey 
Wright. Jordan’s Stevenson has a 
slow, steady and academic manner. 
It’s a refreshing change from the 
heroes and martyrs he often plays.

Foxx gives his best perfor-
mance since Ray. Every action, 
facial expression and ounce of 
dialogue is channeled through 
him with a conviction that he rarely 
shows. Brie Larson finds the core of 
her character too. Rob Morgan, Tim 
Blake Nelson, Rafe Spall, O’Shea 
Jackson Jr. and Karan Kendrick as 

Walter’s wife form the rest of the 
very earnest ensemble cast.

Director Destin Daniel Cretton’s 
approach to the crime/courtroom/
drama genre is near formulaic. Noth-
ing on view—from style, to produc-
tion elements, to substance—seems 
particularly new or unique. But his 
guidance gets the job done.

Cretton and co-writer Andrew 
Lanham use the real lawyer Ste-
venson’s award-winning non-fic-
tion book Just Mercy: A Story of 

Justice and Redemption as source 
material. The script they’ve created 
is clear, has distinctive characters, 
evolves competently and heads 
to an ending that is bigger than 
its building blocks. Yet, something 
is missing. Something big. Some-
thing that would make this an 
extraordinary tale about injustice.

As the story unfolds, images of 
the south, prison environs and rural 
Black neighborhoods are created 
and visualized by production de-

sign (Sharon Seymour), editing (Nat 
Sanders), costume design (Francine 
Jamison-Tanchuck), music (Joel P. 
West) and cinematography (Brett 
Pawlak) that are solid.

Adult and urban viewers 
should find the film’s depiction 
of poor Black men being railroad-
ed into death sentences—well 
into the late ‘80s—alarming and 
enlightening. Whether they view 
Just Mercy in a theater or on a 
streaming service, its details on 

history, racism and activism should 
be quite affecting.

On a far more personal level, 
watching a very northern and stiff 
African American lawyer awkward-
ly adapt to a friendly rural southern 
Black community is compelling. 
It’s a fascinating juxtaposition. A 
contrast in cultures that elevates 
a true story. Visit NNPA News 
Wire Film Critic Dwight Brown at 
DwightBrownInk.com and Black-
PressUSA.com.

Slow steady drama that builds and builds
By Dwight Brown

“Clemency”

This poignant, behind-the-
scenes look at the inhumani-
ty that follows death penalty 

convictions could point the heated 
debate about capital punishment 
in a new direction.

Part of Bernadine Williams’ 
(Alfre Woodard) duties as a pris-
on warden is to carry out death 
row executions. She’s organized 
and directed the last moments of 
countless prisoners’ lives. Sensitive, 
prepared and orderly—almost to 
a fault. It’s as if her routine is her 
rock: Rehearse the staff. Arrange 
last meal. Be cordial to lawyers and 
families. Oversee lethal injections.

Never an emotion on her 
face, she dispenses compassion 
with detached feelings. Like an 
overworked funeral director on 
a busy day. Outwardly, she looks 
unflappable and has had few fail-
ures. Then there’s that inevitable 
catastrophe. One that weighs on 

her psyche, keeps her distant from 
her husband (Wendell Pierce) and 
aggravates a drinking problem.

Writer/Director Chinonye 
Chukwu has done her homework. 
Her drama is not about the alpha 
males in incarceration that lord 
over inmates. Or brawls on the 
prison rec yard. Or redemption. It’s 
about the toll legally killing people 
levies, on all involved.

Slow steady drama builds and 
builds. Each moment takes you 
deeper and deeper inside the soul 
of a prison exec who is forced to 
question a disheartening existence 
with no happy ending in sight. The 
ambitious premise, as developed in 
a thoughtful screenplay, plays out in-
telligently and emotionally as events 
careen toward a day of reckoning.

Woodard deftly carries the 
weight of her character and the 
subject matter. She creates a 
protagonist who is likeable yet 
unapproachable and somehow 
doesn’t make that a contradiction. 
Her supporting cast is exceptional: 
Aldis Hodge as the cop-killer next 

in line for death; Richard Schiff the 
convict’s hopeful lawyer; Danielle 
Brooks a person from the prison-
er’s past; and Wendell Pierce the 
husband who watches his wife’s 
essence fade way bit by bit.

An ominous cloud follows 
Warden Williams everywhere. 
That gray atmosphere is aptly 
documented by cinematographer 
Eric Branco. He knows how to 
light a prison cell, dank bar room 
and messy home. Phyllis Housen’s 
editing gives the footage a fu-
neral dirge’s rhythm. Production 
Designer Margaux Rust and Cos-
tume Designer Suzanne Barnes 
partner up on colors, settings and 
clothes that depict a very drab 
working-class life. Jazz/Pop Artist 
Laura Mvula adds her angelic voice 
to the soundtrack.

By the end of the movie, you’re 
not sure if Williams is a saint in 
trouble or an abettor whose time 
has come. Her dilemma will make 
you ponder her circumstances and 
the ethics of judicial executions. 
Getting you to that point is why 

Alfre Woodard

Michael B. Jordan and Jamie Foxx
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If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have more

support than you realize. Find free adult education classes near you

by texting FINISH to 97779 or by visiting FinishYourDiploma.org.



Philadelphia O
bserver • D

ecem
ber 26 – January 8, 2020 • Philaobserver.com

15

15

Classified

PUERTO RICO
CONDO FOR SHORT SALE

BEAUTIFUL PENTHOUSE APARTMENT IN 
LOIZA FOR SALE. TWO LEVELS FOR MASSIVE 

ENTRTAINING PROVIDING PRIVACY WHILE 
SUNNING AND ELEGANT DINING UNDER THE 

MOON-LIT SKY. MEDETERRENEAN DESIGN. 
CONDO IS ON THE BEACH WITH OCEAN VIEWS . 

PRICED TO SELL. CALL 212-213-8585 

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

ATTORNEY

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To Significant Cash Award. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. For 
Information Call 877-225-4813

AUCTIONS
NYS SURPLUS REAL PROPER-

TY PUBLIC AUCTION: 11/8/19, 
335 Nashopa Road, Mamakat-
ing, NY, 3,767sf colonial, 3.26acs, 
5BR, 3.5baths, fin-bsmt, MINBID 
$249,000; Open House: 11:00am-
1:00pm, 10/15,10/23,11/1; ogs.
ny.gov/NYSStore 518-474-2195

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For 

Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your 
donation is 100% tax deductible. 
Call (917) 336-1254

FINANCE
Denied Social Security Dis-

ability? Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed 
SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help! Win or Pay Nothing! Strong, 
recent work history needed. 866-

979-0096 [Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH
A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 

over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-
977-3677

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-866-569-7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-855-579-8907

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 

EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 888-657-9488.

MISCELLANEOUS

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-
AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home 
repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

TV INTERNET PHONE
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-

nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 1-888-
609-9405

Get DIREC T V! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional 
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO 
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-977-7198 
or visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/
press

JOB: ADC-UCF-N92114C
DOCUMENT NAME: 3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd

DESCRIPTION: Aaliyah: Invest
BLEED: None

TRIM: 11.5" x 10.5"
SAFETY: None
GUTTER: None

PUBLICATION: Various Newspapers
ART DIRECTOR: Alan Vladusic 8-4572
COPYWRITER: Bruce Jacobson 8-3119
ACCT. MGR.: Sarah Blechner 8-4490

ART PRODUCER: Veronica Reo 8-3459
PRINT PROD.: Tom Stocks 8-3941

PROJ. MNGR.: Linda Holmes 8-4121
This advertisement prepared by Young & Rubicam, N.Y.

3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd

CLIENT: Advertising Council, Inc. TMG #: 3C71977 HANDLE #: 10 JOB #: ADC-UCF-N92114C BILLING#: ADC-UCF-Y91597
DOCUMENT NAME: 3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd PAGE COUNT: 1 of 1 PRINT SCALE: 100% INDESIGN VERSION: CS5
STUDIO ARTIST: KMS 6-9941 LAST SAVE DATE: 4-29-2013 3:16 PM CREATOR: Chapmans CREATION DATE: 4-17-2013 2:50 PM

DOCUMENT PATH: Macintosh HD:Users:sullivanke:Documents:2013 Work:April 2013:29 April 2013:3C71977_ADC_c4.1_ks.indd
FONT FAMILY: Champion (Featherweight), DIN Schrift (30640 Neuzeit Grotesk Bold Cond), Helvetica Neue (57 Condensed)
LINK NAME: 3B71817_ADC_g2_w_BW.tif, 3B71817_ADC_k3_grid_BW_w.ai, 3B71817_ADC_j2_BW_40_w.ai, ADCouncil_KO_yr1.eps, UNCF_tag_ko_yr1.eps
INK NAME:  Black

T:11.5"

T:10.5"

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO INVEST IN A GOOD THING.
Introducing Better FuturesTM—a whole new kind of investment with a greater 
return than money. When you invest, it helps kids go to college. Because 
a mind is a terrible thing to waste but a wonderful thing to invest in.TM 
Invest in Better Futures at UNCF.ORG/INVEST

©2013 UNCF Subscribe  
Philadelphia Observer

600 Third Avenue, 2nd Floor, New York, 
NY 10016 

212-213-8585.
philadelphiaobserver.com



Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a 

O
bs

er
ve

r 
• D

ec
em

be
r 

26
 –

 J
an

ua
ry

 8
, 2

02
0 

• P
hi

la
ob

se
rv

er
.c

om

16

16

Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a 

O
bs

er
ve

r 
M

ay
 2

3 
– 

M
ay

 2
9,

 2
01

9 
Ph

ila
ob

se
rv

er
.c

om

16

Bleed: 14” (h) x 10” (w)

Trim: 14” (h) x 10” (w)

Live: 14” (h) x 10” (w)

Scale: 1”= 1”

Notes: None 

MECHANICAL INFO
Client: Cricket Wireless

Job Number: P00306

Job Title: Authorized Retailer Print Ads

File Name: CRKT P00306 701 Authorized Retailer Print Ad 10x14.indd

File Format: InDesign CC 2018 13.1

Color/Media: 4C

Type/Unit: OOH - Bus King

Unit ID: None

Material Due Date: TBD

Insertion Date: TBD 

Publication: La Prensa de LA

APPROVALS
Chief Creative Officers: None

Creative Director: None

Art Director: None

Copywriter: None

Print Producer: Jess Shay

Brand Managers: Micheal Story 

Project Manager: None

Proofreader: Phoebe Brueckner

Digital Artist: Kirsten Finkas @ 8-14-2018 3:35 PM

Prepress Contact: None

Vendor: N/A

MECHANICAL SIZE
Bleed: 14” (h) x 10” (w)

Trim: 14” (h) x 10” (w)

Live: 14” (h) x 10” (w)

Printed At: NoneRound: 1 Released: 8.14.18

ACTUAL SIZE (SCALED)

Ahhhhhhh.
That “be your own boss” feeling. 
Join the Cricket Authorized Retailer Network! 

Why Join?

Location, Location, Location:

• We have 4,800+ stores.

• 98% of them are independently owned  
and operated by Authorized Retailers.

Development and Expansion: 

• Cricket Wireless is one of the fastest-growing  
prepaid wireless companies.

• We now have over 9 million subscribers, which  
is double our subscriber base from 2014.

Cricket is looking for exclusive authorized retailers across 
the nation who want to be part of an extraordinary team. 
With nationwide coverage, unlimited talk & text, various 
data options, an exceptional lineup of smartphones, and 
no annual contract, we pride ourselves on providing a 
simple, delightful customer experience—and you can, too.

If you think you have the drive to be part of our amazing 
Cricket Authorized Retailer Team, contact us today!

Take the next step by contacting us at:  
becomeacricketdealer@cricketwireless.com
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