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Causes backlash against prosecutors who 
worked on the case, Page 3

Facebook’s recent ban of the 85-year 
old leader of the Nation of Islam 
drew calls for boycotts of Facebook, 
postings of Farrakhan that went viral 
and talk of creating an independent 
Black social media portal.   

“WHEN THEY 
SEE US”

The most-watched series 
on Netflix in the U.S 
since its premier
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STUDENT DEBT 
BURDENS WEIGH HEAVIEST
ON BLACK AMERICA

REPORT SHOWS:

Higher penalty fees are charged 
TO STRUGGLING BORROWERS
Black and Latino borrowers carry larger and disproportionate 

debt burden, exacerbating the racial wealth gap.
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Global peace prize awarded 
to Africa’s youngest leader

(GIN) –

“Love is greater than modern 
weapons like tanks and missiles…  
Love can win hearts, and we have 
seen a great deal of it today here 
in Asmara.”

Not many political leaders 
would admit to a vision of love 
over war and that may be why 
Abiy Ahmed, Prime Minister of 
Ethiopia, was the clear favorite 
for this year’s Nobel Peace Prize.

At 43, Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali 
highly impressed the Norwegian 
Nobel Committee not only for 
his eloquence but for his accom-
plishments as the fourth prime 
minister of the Federal Demo-
cratic Republic of Ethiopia since 
his election in April 2018.

He sparked an historic rap-
proachement with neighboring 
Eritrea, restoring ties that had 
been frozen since a 1998-2000 
border war. His comment, shown 
above, was followed by a long 
embrace between the two na-
tional leaders that was seen by 
millions. He also helped mediate 
a dispute between Kenya and 
Somalia and was helped bring 
together the leaders of Sudan and 
South Sudan for talks.

Domestical ly,  the pr ime 
minister introduced a series of 
sweeping political and economic 
adjustments, including granting 
amnesty to thousands of political 
prisoners, discontinuing media 
censorship and dismissing several 
high-profile figures suspected to 
be guilty of corruption.

He gave many Ethiopians a 
better life and brighter future, 
remarked the Chair of the Nor-
wegian Nobel Committee Berit 
Reiss-Andersen. His efforts at 
peace between Ethiopia and Er-

itrea inspired hopes of regional 
security and stability, remarked 
U.N. Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres, and his leadership “set 
a wonderful example for others 
in and beyond Africa looking to 
overcome resistance from the 
past and put people first”.

Praise has poured in from all 
corners of the continent. African 
Union chief Moussa Faki de-
scribed Abiy’s award as a source of 
“great pride”–“a collective win for 
Ethiopians, and a call to strength-
en our resolve in making Ethiopia 
... a prosperous nation for all”.

“It is not only great news for 
the Ethiopian prime minister,” 
said Sophie Moekoena, news ed-
itor of the South African Broad-
casting Corporation, “but also 
for the continent. When I heard 
who were the contenders for this 
prize (including Donald Trump), 
I knew that this one was going 
to Africa.”

Nobel Committee Chair Re-
iss-Andersen acknowledged that 

“no doubt” this year’s prize would 
be seen by some as “being award-
ed too early” but stressed the 
commission’s belief that it was 
“now” that Abiy’s efforts deserved 
recognition and needed encour-
agement.

Still, Abiy’s work was “far 
from done”, said an Amnesty 
International spokesperson, and 
cautioned that still-present ten-
sions within Ethiopia, a mosaic 
of ethnic, linguistic and religious 
groups, “threaten instability and 
further human rights abuses”.

Indeed, Abiy’s attempts to 
introduce reforms have been 
accompanied by a surge in vio-
lence–often along ethnic lines 
amid long-simmering tensions–
that has partly been blamed for 
the displacement of an estimated 
three million people. The prime 
minister, himself, has already sur-
vived an apparent assassination 
attempt.

Abiy will receive the award in 
December in Oslo.

Montgomery elects its first 
Black mayor in 200 years

Newyorkbeacon.com

In the two centuries since its 
founding, Alabama’s capital of 
Montgomery and the birth-

place of the civil rights movement 
has never had a black mayor.

That changed Tuesday when 
Montgomery County probate 
judge Steven Reed won a runoff 
election to become the first black 
mayor of the city founded in 1819. 
He defeated television station 
owner David Woods by more than 
16,000 votes.

“Let the record show tonight, 
above all … what we can do when 
we come together in this city 
and we build around positivity, 
around opportunity, and all the 
things that tie us together versus 
those things that keep us apart,” 
Reed told supporters at a rally 
turned victory party.

Alabama’s second-largest city 
is a city of contrasts. While it’s 
the birthplace of the civil rights 

movement, it was also the first 
capital of the Confederacy early 
in the Civil War, and many streets 
and schools still bear Confederate 
names.

Montgomery later became the 
site of Rosa Parks’ famed bus boy-
cott in 1955 and Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s Dexter Avenue Baptist 
church, as well as the destination 
of the 1965 Selma-to-Montgom-
ery protest marches that were 
met with brutal police violence 
and led to the Voting Rights Act.

Fannie Lou Hamer died of 
untreated breast cancer

Just last year, the nation’s first 
memorial to the more than 4,000 
victims of lynchings was opened 
in Montgomery.

Montgomery resident Janay 
Smith, 48, said her heart has not 
stopped racing since Reed won.

“I am a lifelong resident of 
Montgomery. My family, I come 
from maybe about four genera-
tions of activists and community 

leaders. Many of those who came 
before me are now deceased and 
didn’t get a chance to see this. But 
I’m so proud of my city,” Smith 
said. “… My city, little bitty Mont-
gomery, Alabama, a place known 
for racial tension actually came 
together and did something 
positive and historic.”

U.S. troops  
start pullout from along  
Turkey’s border in Syria

Newyorkbeacon.com

BEIRUT — American troops 
began pulling back on Mon-
day from positions in north-

eastern Syria ahead of an expect-
ed incursion by Turkey into the 
area, the U.S.-backed Kurdish-led 
forces said.

The Syrian Kurdish fighters 
warned that Washington’s abrupt 
decision to stand aside — an-
nounced by the White House late 
Sunday — will overturn years of 
achievements in the battle against 
the Islamic State militant group. In 
a strongly-worded statement, they 
accused Washington of failing to 
abide by its commitments to its 
key allies.

There was no immediate con-
firmation from the White House 
of U.S. troops clearing positions in 
areas in northern Syria.

 Turkish President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan, however, also said 
American troops have started 
pulling back, and a video posted 
by a Kurdish news agency showed 

a convoy of American armored 
vehicles apparently heading away 
from the border area of Tal Abyad.

Erdogan spoke hours after 
the White House said U.S. forces 
in northeastern Syria will move 
aside and clear the way for an ex-
pected Turkish assault — raising 
concerns about the fate of Kurd-
ish fighters who fought alongside 
American forces in the yearslong 
battle to defeat the Islamic State 
group.

“Following our conversation 
last night (with Trump), the with-
drawal has started as expressed 
by the president,” the Turkish 
leader said.

Erdogan did not elaborate on 
the planned Turkish incursion but 
said Turkey was determined to halt 
what it perceives as threats from 
the Syrian Kurdish fighters.

The White House, in a state-
ment that was silent on the fate 
of Kurds, said U.S. troops “will not 
support or be involved in the oper-
ation” and “will no longer be in the 
immediate area,” in northern Syria.

Warren pregnancy debate 
shows signs of sexism in 
the guise of scrutiny

Newyorkbeacon.com

Earlier this week, Elizabeth War-
ren, a Massachusetts senator 
and Democratic presidential 

candidate, was asked about a story 
that she’s mentioned often on the 
campaign trail: In 1971, when she 
was 22 years old and completing 
her first year of teaching, she 
lost her job once it became clear 
that she was visibly pregnant. It 
was, she tweeted, “an experience 
millions of women will recognize.”

But over the past few days, con-
servative news sites and main-
stream outlets either have sought 

to directly refute Warren’s account 
or have disputed it in such a way 
that it seems as if there’s some 
reason to doubt that a school in the 
early 1970s would fire a pregnant 
woman. But that kind of discrim-
ination continues today. (As The 
New York Times documented 
earlier this year, American compa-
nies still “systematically sideline” 
pregnant women by, for instance, 
passing them over for promotions.)

Warren’s story, however, fits into 
a much larger pattern, one that will 
indeed be familiar to many women: 
It’s the tradition of sexism in the 
guise of scrutiny.
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Bernie Sanders sole candidate 
to address the Black Press at 
national convention

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent

Every major newspaper and 
news organization in the 
country has labeled the 

Black vote crucial to success in 
the 2020 presidential election, 
and statistics show that African 
Americans are 60% more likely 
to utilize and trust print-related 
resources for information than 
the general public.

However, of the 24 candi-
dates seeking the Democratic 
nomination for president, Sen-
ator Bernie Sanders (I-VT ) is 
the only one that has agreed to 
address key influencers of the 
African American community 
— the Black Press of America 
— at the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s (NNPA) 
annual convention later this 
month in Cincinnati, Ohio.

It’s no secret that Sanders 
has work to do to get his cam-
paign message through to Afri-
can Americans. “We thought we 
could do respectably in South 
Carolina, and we got decimat-
ed,” Sanders said in a campaign 
memo released earlier this year 
in which he discussed losing the 
Black vote to Hillary Clinton in 
South Carolina.

Clinton won an astonishing 
86 percent of South Carolina’s 
Black voters in 2016.

“This is our revolution,” said 
Sanders, who will speak during 
the NNPA Convention’s Lifetime 
Legacy Award Black Tie Gala, Fri-
day June 28that 7:30pm at The 
Westin Cincinnati Hotel. Also 
in attendance will be former 
Ohio State Senator Nina Turn-
er, a key surrogate for Sander’s 
2016 campaign and co-chair of 
his current campaign for the 
Democratic nomination and 
presidency.

The NNPA represents Black-
owned newspapers with mil-
lions of weekly readers across 
the country, including major 
markets l ike New York,  Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Wash-
ington, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Houston, Dallas, 
Baltimore, Chicago and all of the 
nation’s “swing” states.

“You’ve got to win Black 
voters to win the primary,” Law-
rence Moore, a former Sanders 
delegate to the Democratic 

National Convention, told NBC 
News.

“It took [Sanders] a while to 
grow into and learn the issues, 
but he’s willing to listen and 
understand, unlike other poli-
ticians,” Moore said.

I n  a  pol l  commissioned 
by The Black Economic Alli-
anceand conducted by Hart 
Researchand Brossard Research, 
Sanders currently trails former 
Vice President Joe Biden among 
Black voters.

The poll, which measured 
how enthusiastic Black voters 
are about the Democratic presi-
dential candidates, showed that 
76 percent of respondents said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Biden; 64 percent said 
they were most enthusiastic 
about Sanders who finished 
ahead of Sens. Kamala Harris 
of California (53 percent) and 
Cory Booker of New Jersey (43 
percent).

African Americans surveyed 
said affordable healthcare, col-
lege and the creation of more 
jobs with good benefits, were 
most important.

Sanders has openly reached 
out to African American leaders 
like NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson and others, where 
he’s discussed the economic 
climate, voter suppression, 
jobs and other issues facing the 
Black community.

In addition to Sanders’ cam-
paign office, NNPA Newswire has 
contacted each of the remaining 
24 Democratic presidential can-
didates for comment, including 
Biden, Harris, Booker, and Texas’ 
Beto O’Rourke, Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren and Kirsten Gillibrand.

“The path to economic se-
curity is rocky for families in 
America but that path is even 
rockier for Black families who 
have stared down decades of 
government sponsored dis-
crimination and institutional 
racism,” Sen. Warren told NNPA 
Newswire in an email.

“ This campaign is about 
making our government and 
our economy work for everyone 
and Black Americans will be on 
the frontlines of that conversa-
tion. The Black Press of America 
and its journalists are an inte-
gral part of how we make our 
democracy work,” Warren said.

Democrats hold hearing 
on white supremacy
The House Oversight subcommittee on 
civil rights and civil liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Supremacy: Adequacy 
of the Federal Response,” reportedly is 
the latest effort by Democrats to spotlight 
ways they say the Trump administration 
has systematically cut back on resources 
used to address threats from domestic 
extremists even as the FBI has reported a 
30 percent to 40 percent rise in domestic 
terrorism cases just since October.

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia

House Democrats on Tues-
day, June 4, grilled officials 
from the FBI and Depart-

ment of Homeland Security 
during a hearing focusing on 

how the Trump administration 
is addressing the growing threat 
of violent white supremacist 
groups.

The House Oversight Sub-
committee on Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties hearing, titled 
“Confronting White Suprem-
acy: Adequacy of the Federal 

Response,” reportedly is the 
latest  effor t  by Democrats 
to spotl ight ways they say 
the Trump administration has 
systematically cut back on re-
sources used to address threats 
from domestic extremists even 
as the FBI has reported a 30 
percent to 40 percent rise in 
domestic terrorism cases just 
since October.

The hearing included FBI 
Assistant Director for Coun-
terterrorism Michael McGar-
rity, FBI Deputy Assistant Di-
rector for Criminal Investiga-
tions Calvin Shivers and DHS 
assistant secretary Elizabeth 
Neumann.

Democratic committee mem-
bers have said they would press 
those members of Trump’s cab-
inet on their “budgets and al-
locations of personnel, data 
collection practices, and strategic 
plans” to address threats from 
white supremacists.

Jobless Rate Increases for Black Men
By Frederick H. Lowe, 

NorthStarNewsToday.com

(TriceEdneyWire.com)–It was 
a new month for jobs data and 
things had gotten worse for 
Black men.

Businesses added 98,000 jobs 
in March, lower than predicted, 
and black men 20 years old and 
older continued to suffer from 
the nation’s highest unemploy-
ment rate.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics reported that the jobless 
rate for black men in March was 
8.2 percent up from 7.8 percent 

in February.
This compares with a March 

jobless rate of 3.6 percent for 
white men, down from 3.8 per-
cent February.

The March jobless rate for 
Hispanic men was 4.5 percent, 
down from 4.6 percent in Feb-
ruary.

There wasn’t any comparable 
data for Asian men 20 years old 
and older. Overall, Asians have 
the nation’s lowest jobless rate 
of 3.3 percent.

Nationwide, employment in-
creased in professional business 
services and mining services but 

the retail trade lost 30,000 jobs.
America’s unemployment rate 

declined to 4.5 percent, a drop of 
0.2 percentage points.
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Poll of likely voters shows 
rising student debt problems:

By Charlene Crowell, 

When likely voters across 
the country were recent-
ly asked their opinions 

about student loan borrowing, 
82% agreed that the still-growing 
$1.5 trillion debt is a national cri-
sis. Even when partisan affiliations 
were included, the solid concern 
for this unsustainable financial 
burden held strong: 74% of Re-
publicans, 80% of independents, 
and 90% of Democrats.

When asked further about the 
Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau (CFPB)’s reduced efforts 
to protect students from abusive 
student loans and student loan 
services, those most concerned 
were Blacks, Latinx (73%), con-
sumers earning less than $50,000 
per year (72%). Additionally, vot-
ers in early Democratic Primary 
States agreed at 77%, as did both 
women and military or veterans’ 
households that polled 70% each.

Conducted by Lake Research 
Partners and Chesapeake Beach 
Consulting, the poll was jointly 
commissioned by the Americans 
for Financial Reform (AFR) and 
Center for Responsible Lending 
(CRL). Its student loan results, 
released on October 2, found that 
recent actions by the Department 
of Education (DOE) and the CFPB 
both contributed to consumer 
concerns.

Higher penalty fees charged 

to struggling borrowers, making 
it harder for state and federal law 
enforcement agencies to pursue 
wrongdoing by state loan ser-
vicers and blocked debt relief for 
students who were defrauded by 
for-profit institutions were the 
top DOE criticisms cited in survey.

“[T ]he Department of Ed-
ucation seems to be making it 
easier for for-profit colleges and 
servicers to take advantage of 
students,” said Debbie Goldstein, 
CRL Executive Vice President. “We 
need a Department of Education 
that holds for-profit institutions 
accountable for abusive practices 
and a CFPB with a division that 
protects borrowers from preda-
tory student loan servicers.”

“Without proactive regulatory 
action and strong state laws,” 
continued Goldstein, “students of 
color will continue to carry larger 
debt burdens, exacerbating the 
racial wealth gap.”

“The student debt crisis in the 
United States deserves greater 
attention and voters know it,” 
noted Alexis Goldstein AFR Senior 
Policy Counsel. “Borrowers need 
federal authorities as allies, not 
as apologists for the for-profit 
college industry.”

The disproportionate student 
debt burdens borne by Black and 
Latino borrowers was the focus 
of a joint research report by the 
NAACP, National Urban League, 
UNIDOS US, Leadership Confer-

ence Education Fund and CRL. Ini-
tially published this July, QUICK-
SAND: Borrowers of Color & the 
Student Debt Crisis, the report 
examined how unprecedented 
debt levels weigh heaviest on 
Black America.

Key findings from that report 
show that:

Today, over half of all families 
with Black heads of household 
aged 25-40 have student debt.

Black bachelor’s degree grad-
uates are unable to afford loan 
repayments at five times the rate 
of comparable white graduates. 
These Black grads are also more 
likely to default than whites who 
never completed a degree.

Four years after graduation, 
nearly half of black graduates 
owe more on their undergraduate 
student loans than they did when 
they received their degree; by 
contrast, only 17% of white grad-
uates face this same dilemma.

Similarly findings and con-
cerns were found in a September 
student loan debt report enti-
tled Stalling Dreams by Brandeis 
University’s Institute on Assets 
and Social Policy, a part of its 
Heller School for Social Policy 
and Management. Among its key 
findings:

Twenty years after starting 
school, the typical Black borrower 
owed about $17,500 more than 

Dallas NAACP calls for independent 
investigation of Joshua Brown’s murder

Joshua Brown, a witness in the 
Amber Guyger Murder Trial 
was shot dead a week ago. 

Ms. Guyger, the former police of-
ficer, was found guilty of murder-
ing business exec, Botham Jean, 
after “mistakenly” entering his 
apartment. According to Attorney 
Lee Merritt, who represents the 
Jean family and now, Mr. Brown’s 
family, Mr. Brown was nervous 
about testifying.

“ The State knew Joshua 
Brown didn’t want to testify due 
to concerns for his safety. He 
flew to California when the trial 
began. They threatened him with 
jail if he didn’t return. He went 
straight from the airport to the 
court. Dallas County has a duty 
to protect him. They failed,” wrote 
Atty. Merritt on social media.

Aubrey C. Hooper, President, 
Dallas NAACP, issued the follow-
ing statement:

“The Dallas NAACP is calling 
for a prompt, yet full and thor-

ough independent investigation 
of the murder of Joshua Brown 
by an outside agency, preferably 
the Dallas County Sherriff Depart-
ment or the Dallas County District 
Attorney’s Office.

“The timing and emerging 
details surrounding Joshua’s pre-
mature death are peculiar at best. I 
am urging law enforcement to fully 
evaluate and establish if any con-

nections exist between his death 
and his role in the Guyger trial. If 
such a legitimate connection exists, 
we are asking that all necessary 
law enforcement agencies provide 
appropriate protection for all other 
parties that might be at risk.

“Our thoughts and prayers 
are with the Brown family as they 
struggle through Joshua’s death 
and seek answers for his senseless 
murder. We call upon the com-
munity leaders, public officials, 
faith leaders, and community 
members to work in solidarity 
to work to reduce this spike in 
violent crimes in Dallas. This tragic 
murder further emphasis that 
public safety is larger than just 
law enforcement and the need 
for a comprehensive and holistic 
plan. Joshua’s death shows that 
we must move expeditiously.”

At press time, two arrest 
warrants have been issued said 
Congresswoman Eddie Bernice 
Johnson.

Press organization 
condemns fake massacre 
by Trump depicted at 
pro-Trump event

The White House Correspon-
dents’ Association on Sunday 
night condemned “a video 

reportedly shown” at a pro-Trump 
event held at a Trump resort in Mi-
ami that depicted graphic violence 
against journalists and various 
political figures.

“The WHCA is horrified by a 
video reportedly shown over the 
weekend at a political confer-
ence organized by the President’s 
supporters at the Trump National 
Doral in Miami,“ said the state-
ment, issued in the name of WHCA 
president Jonathan Karl.

“All Americans should con-
demn this depiction of violence di-
rected toward journalists and the 
President’s political opponents. We 
have previously told the President 
his rhetoric could incite violence. 

Now we call on him and everybody 
associated with this conference to 
denounce this video and affirm 
that violence has no place in our 
society.

The WHCA statement fol-
lowed a report Sunday in the 
New York Times of a graphic video 
shown to Trump supporters at a 
conference at the Florida facility.

The Times report said: “The 
video, which includes the logo 
for Mr. Trump’s 2020 re-election 
campaign, comprises a series of 
internet memes. The most violent 
clip shows Mr. Trump’s head su-
perimposed on the body of a man 
opening fire inside the ‘Church of 
Fake News‘ on parishioners who 
have the faces of his critics or the 
logos of media organizations su-
perimposed on their bodies.“

Supreme Court hears 
three monumental 
LGBTQ workplace 
rights cases

Newyorkbeacon.com

The Supreme Court will hear 
a set of monumental cases 
surrounding the future of 

LGBT worker’s rights on Tuesday. 
These cases are aimed to ensure 
LGBTQ+ people maintain employ-
ment whilst being their authentic 
selves publicly.

Two of the three cases — Alti-
tude Express Inc. v Zarda and Bos-
tock v. Clayton County, Geor-
gia — center on men who say they 
were fired from their jobs for being 
gay and the third case — R.G. 
& G.R. Harris Funeral Homes v. 
EEOC & Aimee Stephens — focus 
on a transgender woman who was 
fired after informing her boss she 
was transitioning.

Protections from discrimi-
nation was granted by the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. Title VII, which 
bans employment discrimination, 

is under consideration in these 
cases. The employees centered 
in these cases argue discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation 
should be considered sexual 
orientation and gender discrim-
ination; since who they love is 
only an issue because of those 
key factors.

“If a male employee is raising 
a small child and he can keep his 
job, but a woman has a small child 
and she’s not eligible for continued 
employment that’s obviously sex 
discrimination,” said Gregory Nev-
ins, director of the Employment 
Fairness Project at Lambda Legal 
in a statement reported by Them. 
“But it should be the case that if 
a man has a wife, and a woman 
has a wife, but only one of them 
gets fired for it, that’s also sex 
discrimination. It’s both sexual 
orientation discrimination and sex 
discrimination.”

Continued on page 4
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Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

Carper hosts 
roundtable at DSU to 
discuss critical federal 
funding for HBCUs
U.S.  Senator Tom Carper 

(D-Del.) joined Delaware 
State University’s Executive 

Vice President and Provost, Dr. 
Tony Allen, faculty and students 
to discuss the Fostering Under-
graduate Talent by Unlocking 
Resources for Education (FUTURE) 
Act – a bipartisan, bicameral bill 
that provides critical funding for 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs). The FU-
TURE Act, introduced by Senators 
Doug Jones (D-Ala.) and Tim Scott 
(R-S.C.), would renew $255 million 
in annual mandatory funding for 
all minority-serving institutions, 
including HBCUs. These funds 
lapsed last month at the end of 
Fiscal Year 2019.

At Delaware State University, 
this federal funding helps to sup-
port, among other things, science, 
technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) and teacher education pro-
grams at both the undergraduate 
and graduate levels.

“There is simply no question 
that these funds are a good in-
vestment. The money provided 
through the FUTURE Act helps 
to train the students of today for 
the workforce of tomorrow,” said 
Senator Carper. “At a time when 
millions of jobs are going unfilled 
because people do not have the 
necessary skills, this funding en-
sures that students graduating 
from Delaware State University, 
and other HBCUs around the 
country, are ready to step up 
to the plate and build lasting 

careers. From ensuring that we 
have more teachers of color in 
our elementary school, middle 
school and high school class-
rooms to providing the training 
needed to excel in the fields of 
science, math and engineering, 
this funding is a smart invest-
ment that will bolster our work-
force and our economy. I want 
to thank Senators Jones and 
Scott for leading the charge and 
introducing this bipartisan bill, 
and I look forward to continue 
working to make sure we renew 
this smart funding in short order.”

The FUTURE Act would ensure 
that DSU would continue to re-
ceive approximately $890,000 an-
nually, which funds the following 
main programs:

$270,000for the Revitalizing 
Excellence and Expectations in 
Math and Science Program

$264,000for the Teacher Ed-
ucation Program Enhancement 
Program

$174,000for the Improving 
Library Services and Research 
Support Program

$73,000 for Campus-Wide 
Classroom/Laboratories Facilities 
and Technology Upgrade Budget

Photo cap
U.S.  Senator Tom Carper 

(D-Del.) joined Delaware State 
University’s Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Provost, Dr. Tony Allen, 
faculty and students to discuss the 
Fostering Undergraduate Talent by 
Unlocking Resources for Education 
(FUTURE

Cop who shot, killed Black 
woman in her home resigns

NorthStarNewsToday.
com(TriceEdneyWire.com)

– Aaron Dean, a Fort Worth, 
Texas, police officer who shot to 
death a Black woman during what 
was supposed to be a wellness 
check, has resigned from the 
police department.

Interim Fort Worth police 
chief Ed Kraus named Dean and 
announced his resignation this 
morning during a news confer-
ence.

Dean shot to death Atatiana 
Koquice Jefferson, 28, on Satur-
day by firing a gun through the 
bedroom window of her moth-
er’s home. Jefferson died at the 
scene. Kraus said he intended to 
fire Dean, but he submitted his 
resignation.

Dean faces criminal charges 

as well as possible civil rights 
violations and “no longer has the 
protections of state civil service 
law,” Kraus said.

The department had placed 
Dean on administrative leave 
following the shooting. Dean 
had been a member of the Fort 
Worth police department since 
April 2018.

Dean never identified himself 
as a police officer and he never 
knocked on Jefferson’s door to 

learn if she was okay, Kraus said.
Jefferson was playing video 

games with her nephew when 
the deadly shooting occurred. 
A neighbor called the police to 
make a wellness check because 
the front door was open.

Lee Merritt, the attorney for 
the Jefferson family, said the door 
was left open to cool down the 
house. Jefferson graduated from 
Xavier University and was plan-
ning to apply for medical school.

El Paso mass shooting suspect 
pleads not guilty in 22 deaths

Newyorkbeacon.com

Police have said Patrick Cru-
sius of Dallas confessed to 
the Aug. 3 mass shooting 

and that he targeted Mexicans. 
Some two-dozen people survived 
the attack with injuries, and two 
of them remain in the hospital, 
hospital officials said.

Crusius walked into the court-
room wearing a dark suit, white 
shirt and glasses. He was sworn 
in, waived the reading of his in-
dictment and pleaded not guilty. 
The entire hearing lasted less than 
three minutes.

Around 80 members of the 

public crammed into the court-
room on the top floor of the 
El Paso County Courthouse to 

witness his first appearance. A 
handful wiped away tears as Cru-
sius pronounced his plea.

Atatiana Koquice Jefferson

Aaron Dean

their white peers;
The typical Black student loan 

holder in their 30’s, has negative 
total wealth of $10,700 compared 
to whites who are close to break-
ing even; and

About half of all Black bor-
rowers and a third of all Latinx 
borrowers wind up defaulting 
on their student loans within 20 
years.

With researchers and consum-
ers agreeing that student debt is 
at crisis levels, the larger question 

becomes: What – as a nation – are 
we prepared to do about it? And 
if so – when?

With 44 million people af-
fected by student loan debt, this 
trillion- dollar issue should not 
be ignored but rather vigorous-
ly debated as part of the 2020 
elections in the interest of our 
collective futures.

“We need a racial equity filter 
for solutions to reverse the conse-
quences of our current privatized 
high education financing regime,” 
states Brandeis’ Stalling Dreams. 
“We need a return to strong 

public investment in higher ed-
ucation that acknowledges the 
societal benefit on an educated 
public.”

In other words, if  you’re 
drowning in student debt, your 
education is working against 
you – instead of for you. It’s time 
for a new paradigm in American 
education.

Charlene Crowell is the Center 
for Responsible Lending’s Commu-
nications Deputy Director. She can 
be reached at Charlene.crowell@
responsiblelending.org.  

Poll of likely voters shows rising 
student debt problems:

From page 3
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5Sometimes the person who helps you fi nish

high school hasn’t even started preschool.
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If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have more

support than you realize. Find free adult education classes near you

by texting FINISH to 97779 or by visiting FinishYourDiploma.org.



Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a 

O
bs

er
ve

r 
• O

ct
ob

er
 1

6 
– 

O
ct

ob
er

 2
3,

 2
01

9 
• P

hi
la

ob
se

rv
er

.c
om

6

6

Nothing just about ‘Justice’

By Julianne Malveaux

- Twenty-one-year-old De-
andre Sullivan overslept one 
morning. Selected to serve on a 
jury, he was supposed to report 
by 9 a.m. He didn’t awaken until 
11 and figured he’d have to pay 
a fine for his no-show. But hours 
after he failed to appear, he was 
hauled into a West Palm Beach, 
Florida court. There, Judge John 
Kastrenakus sentenced him to 
10 days of incarceration, a fine, 
300 hours of community service, 
and probation. At the time of 
his sentencing, the judge com-
plained that Sullivan held the 
court up for 45 minutes. So for 
45 minutes, he gets ten days or 
240 hours. The young man had a 

spotless record, was a caretaker 
for his disabled grandfather, and 
was a model citizen. He is also 
a young black man, the kind of 
man who is too often devalued 
by white supremacists.   After 
all, how many businessmen or 
women has Kastrenakus sen-
tenced to jail time for being jury 
no-shows?

Weeks after young Sullivan 
served his time, his sentence was 
vacated, and Kastrenakus of-
fered condescending comments 
about the young man’s future. 
Despite the voided conviction, 
his arrest record remains on-
line. From my perspective, Kas-
trenakus has no business being 
a judge. Maybe ten days in jail 
would shift his kaleidoscope and 
make him more compassionate.

While Deandre Sullivan over-
slept, Felicity Huffman over-
stepped her boundaries big 
time. She paid to get her daugh-
ters into college and was ex-
posed for her corrupt behavior 
when law enforcement caught 
on to a college admission scam 
in which dozens of wealthy 
white parents participated. 
While young Black people on 
elite campuses are often dis-
paraged as being “unqualified”, 
privileged white people can 

hide behind their privilege and 
get away with it. Huffman was 
sentenced to a mere 14 days in 
jail, perhaps because she owned 
up to her crimes. She shed the 
white-girl victim tears (I’m so 
sorry, cause I got caught) that 
we are so accustomed to seeing. 
I am so tired of seeing folk offer 
sympathy, empathy, and a break 
for crying white women. Huff-
man was fined $30,000, which is 
a slap on the wrist for someone 
of her wealth. She should have 
been fined an amount that 
pinched, if not hurt. How about 
a six-figure fine, used for college 
scholarship funds for those who 
are less privileged than her cod-
dled daughters?

One of my favorite crooners, 
the incomparable John Legend, 
opined that no good is served 
when Huffman spends time in 
jail. If the so-called system were 
not so unjust, I might agree. But 
while it serves no one to see 
Huffman in prison, did it serve 
anyone to see Deandre Sullivan 
there? It seems that humanistic 
approaches to incarceration are 
only rolled out when the white 
and privileged are caught break-
ing the law. Felicity Huffman 
got a slap on the wrist. Deandre 
Sullivan got a life-altering expe-

rience that he would not “wish 
on his worst enemy.”

Who does it serve that Tonya 
McDowell was sentenced to five 
years in jail and five more of pro-
bation for enrolling her child in 
the wrong school? The homeless 
woman used a friend’s address 
to send her child to a better 
school and was charged with 
“stealing” $15,000 of educational 
services. If the delivery of educa-
tion were not so uneven, would 
she have been forced to use 
someone else’s address for her 
son to get a quality education? 
And to echo John Legend, who 
is served by her incarceration?

Chrystal Mason, a convicted 
felon, was leading a redeemed 
life when she was urged to vote 
in Texas in 2016. Her probation 
officer didn’t tell her she was 
ineligible to vote. The people 
who took her ballot never asked 
her about her status. She was 
sentenced to five years in jail for 
illegal voting in Tarrant County, 
Texas. Absolutely! Who was 
served by her incarceration?

Amber Guyger, who massa-
cred the incandescent young 
Botham Jean in his Dallas apart-
ment, apparently because she 
was too busy sexting her mar-
ried lover to pay attention to 

her intrusion into the wrong 
apartment, got a slap on the 
wrist with a 10-year sentence 
for murder. She could have 
gotten 99 years, but the jury 
chose mercy instead of punish-
ment. Who does that for Black 
defendants? She was rewarded 
for her pitiful, crocodile tearful 
testimony with hugs, both from 
the murdered man’s brother, but 
also, inappropriately, from Judge 
Tammy Kemp. How many Black 
defendants did the Black judge 
hug and gift her personal Bible?

The pattern is clear. White 
folks get a slap on the wrist 
if they are even charged for 
their crimes. Black people get 
the book thrown at them for 
even minor infractions. There 
is nothing just about justice in 
this country, and it is ready to 
get even more unjust. So when 
you pledge that flag for “liberty, 
freedom, and justice for all,” think 
about who actually experiences 
justice.

Julianne Malveaux is an au-
thor and economist. Her latest 
project MALVEAUX! On UDCTV 
is available on youtube.com. For 
booking, wholesale inquiries or for 
more info visit www.juliannemal-
veaux.com

To his wealthy donors, Trump is their grifter

By Jesse Jackson

- To decipher President Donald 
Trump’s presidency, apply the 
basic rule of politics: Follow the 
money. Last month, for example, 
Trump performed at rallies in 

North Carolina and in New Mexico. 
He entertained adoring crowds, 
clad in Trump’s MAGA caps and 
T-shirts.

The rallies got featured on 
Fox and other news stations. 
Then Trump flew to California 
and went to a series of big-dollar 
fundraisers that were closed to 
the public, pocketing what his 
campaign boasted as more than 
$15 million in campaign funding, 
largely from anonymous wealthy 
donors. This is only a small part of 
the record campaign war chest 
that the wealthy are building for 
Trump’s re-election campaign.

The press treats the over-
whelmingly White, working class 
audiences at Trump’s rallies as 
his “base.” But they are more 
his marks than his base. The 
anonymous wealthy donors in 
California have a far better claim 
to be the base that he serves. 

The donors got the tax cuts; the 
working people at his rallies got 
health care cuts. The CEOs got 
the roll-back of clean water and 
clean air regulations; his rally 
audiences got the fouled water 
and more kids with emphysema. 
Big oil and coal executives got 
lavish public subsidies; teachers 
and parents got cuts in school 
funding. Big Agra got billions in 
payoffs to make up for Trump’s 
trade war; family farmers were ca-
sualties, many bankrupted by the 
loss of markets, with Wisconsin’s 
small farmers suffering the worst. 
Auto executives enjoyed record 
profits; auto workers suffered 
more layoffs and plant closings. 
The rich saw their wealth soar; 
working people faced rising 
prices in housing, health care, 
college, cars — with incomes that 
didn’t keep up. Trump brags on 
the record-low unemployment 

numbers, but the jobs too of-
ten don’t pay a living wage and 
Trump and Republicans won’t 
even allow a vote on raising the 
minimum wage.

Not surprisingly, workers are 
beginning to protest. GM au-
toworkers are involved in the 
largest strike in years. Teachers in 
red states across the country have 
gone on strike to demand greater 
investment in schools. Nurses are 
on strike for decent wages and 
better staffing of hospitals and 
clinics. Fast food and restaurant 
workers have led marches for a 
$15 minimum wage and a union. 
Young people are marching to 
protest Trump’s refusal to address 
the clear and present threat posed 
by catastrophic climate change.

Trump regales the crowds at 
his rallies with scurrilous attacks 
on his opponents, lies and tales 
about his accomplishments, and 

boasts about the economy. He 
panders to their fears, fanning 
racial division, railing against 
immigrants and Muslims and the 
homeless. He’s pugnacious, funny 
and outrageous. They know he’s 
a bad guy, but they think he’s 
their bad guy. And that is the 
con. The anonymous donors who 
are contributing record amounts 
to Trump’s campaign don’t wear 
MAGA hats. They don’t go to 
public rallies. They roll their eyes 
at Trump’s rambling rants and 
racial taunts. They aren’t on strike 
or in the streets. They are getting 
a great return on their investment 
and are happy to ante up again.

The Trump economy doesn’t 
work for most Americans, but it 
works for them. Trump keeps his 
promises — and his payoffs — 
to them. They know Trump is a 
grifter, but he’s their grifter. They 
are all in on the con.
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JAXJAZZ, JAXJAZZ, JAXJAZZ
By Miles Jaye, Staff 

Writer, Texas Metro News

“When I hear jazz festi-
vals I think of great 
singers like Ella, Eck-

stein, Sarah, Nat and Natalie Cole, 
and Nancy Wilson. As much as 
I love Gladys, her name doesn’t 
come to mind. She is this year’s 
Jacksonville Jazz Festival head-
liner…”

I’ve listened to jazz music all 
my life. I was raised on the greats: 
Satchmo, Duke, Count, Bird, Diz, 
Monk and of course, Miles. I 
cherish the contributions of these 
giants to American culture, and 
the original content we export 
across the globe. It is truly and 
uniquely American!

When I hear jazz festivals I 
think of great singers like Ella, 
Eckstein, Sarah, Nat and Na-
talie Cole, and Nancy Wilson. As 
much as I love Gladys, her name 
doesn’t come to mind. She is this 
year’s Jacksonville Jazz Festival 
headliner.

I made no bones about Ms. 
Knight singing the National An-
them earlier this year at the Super 
Bowl. Her prerogative. But to bill 
her as “Jazz” is just wrong on so 
many levels. The headliner issue 
is no more than a point of interest 
in the grand scheme of things. 
There are bigger issues at play. 
I recently received a copy of a 
very interesting letter requesting 
cancellations by artists already 

booked for the event.
Here is an excerpt:
“Good afternoon, I am writing 

today in regard to your upcom-
ing performance at the Jackson-
ville Jazz Festival. Jacksonville is 
honored that you have agreed 
to do a show at this wonderful 
annual event. Jacksonville has 
been making great strides to 
become a hub for the perform-
ing arts, and events like this are 
a joy to see in our beautiful city. 
However, Jacksonville is marred 
with the stains of ages-old white 
supremacist values.

“The city has two confeder-
ate monuments and countless 
schools, streets and a park dedi-
cated to celebrating the treacher-
ous and racist acts of the confed-
erate states. A number of citizens 
in Jacksonville have banded 
together for years to endeavor 
to rid the city of the monuments 
and change school names.

“I am sure you are well aware 
of the national “Take ‘Em Down” 
campaign. As a representative of 
“Take ‘Em Down Jax” I am writing 
to urge you to use your celebrity 
status to assist in this effort.

“You are scheduled to per-
form in Hemming Plaza but what 
you may not be aware of is that 
towering above the park is a con-
federate monument. In addition, 
Hemming Plaza was the site of a 
horrific incident known as “Axe 
Handle Saturday” during the civil 
rights movement.

“I am writing to request that 
you do one of two things. It 

would make a very big impact in 
this campaign if you would agree 
to pulling out of the Jazz Festival 
and informing the organizers 
that you will not perform in the 
shadow of white supremacy.

“If you feel that you are unable 
to pull out of the show altogether, 
I would like to request that you 
make mention of the monument 
and tell Jacksonville that it needs 
to come down during your perfor-
mance and post to social media 
using hashtag #TakeEmDownJax.

“Thank you for your time and 
I await your response.”

In the interest of full disclo-
sure, I have my own personal 
concerns with the so-called Jazz 
Festival. I mentioned my lifelong 
love affair with jazz. However, I 
omitted the fact that I am also 
a formally-trained jazz musician, 

with a career of my own spanning 
40+ years.

I am a well-known, well-re-
spected, national recording artist, 
residing in the Jacksonville area, 
and while I have received prom-
ises and assurances — from City 
Hall officials to the event organiz-
ers — that I would be called to 
perform for my new hometown, 
I have never received such a call.

In fact, I’ve lived in Jackson-
ville for three years and have 
never been called for the Jazz 
Festival. It’s either paranoia or I’m 
“on the list” — more commonly 
known as being “Black-Balled.”

I do believe the individuals 
who book these events have 

every right to secure whatever 
talent they deem appropriate 
and sufficiently popular, after-all, 
there is a great deal of subjec-
tivity to any booking scenario. 
However, it begins to look as 
though politics has played more 
than a minor role in the selection 
process over the years.

Having played festivals in 
various parts of the world, other 
than a matter of principle and fair 
play, I have no vested interest in 
this particular festival.

Finally, given the opportunity, 
I could provide a dozen or more 
names of world-renowned, au-
thentic jazz players and singers 
who would be perfectly suitable 
for the event, and since revenue 
from tickets sales is not a factor 
in a free event, subjectivity or 
the perception of their popularity 
would not come into question. 
It would simply be a great event 
celebrating a wonderful Ameri-
can art form.

Mayor Dyer, Chief Mina accused of excessive 
force in lawsuit: What has changed?

By Roger Caldwell, NNPA 
Newswire Contributor

“Video of Noel Carter’s 
arrest, which was cap-
tured by a resident in 

an Orange Avenue apartment 
and by security cameras outside 
the Orlando Sentinel’s office, 
drew widespread criticism of the 
officers’ use of force. The footage 
showed Cruz and Mays kicking 
Carter as he lay on a sidewalk,” 
says Tess Sheets – reporter of the 
Orlando Sentinel.

Dyer and Mina “supported, 
justified, condoned, and oth-
erwise ratified” Orlando police 
officers David Cruz’s and Charles 
Mays’ actions through the agen-
cy’s use of force policy and failing 
to discipline officers for such in-
cidents, the suit claims. Excessive 
force was the policy that Mayor 
Buddy Dyer and then Chief John 
Mina, who is now the Sheriff of 
Orange County, Fla, condoned 
in the Orlando Police Depart-
ment. The Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement investigation 

“covered up” the Departments’ 
actions.

During an arrest in 2015 of bank 
department executive, Noel Carter, 
who happens to be a Black man 
was viciously and brutally beaten 
along Orange Avenue early in 
the morning. This gentleman was 
kicked, pepper sprayed, beaten 
and stunned multiple times with 
a Taser by two Orlando police offi-
cers David Cruz and Charles Mays.

“Video of Carter’s arrest, which 
was captured by a resident in an 
Orange Avenue apartment and 
by security cameras outside the 
Orlando Sentinel’s office, drew 
widespread criticism of the of-
ficers’ use of force. The footage 
showed Cruz and Mays kicking 
Carter as he lay on a sidewalk,” 
says Tess Sheets – reporter for the 
Orlando Sentinel.

It was obvious that Mayor 
Dyer and Chief Mina did not care 
about the treatment that a Black 
man received by the Orlando 
Police Department. This incident 
would be swept under the rug. 
If a police person knows there is 

no penalty for excessive force to 
people of color that becomes the 
policy and no reason to stop that 
behavior.

Last week, in a federal lawsuit 
in Florida’s Middle District, “Noel 
Carter claims he suffered constitu-
tional deprivations, emotional and 
physical damages when police 
officers David Cruz and Charles 
Mays used excessive force on him 
during the June 4, 2015 arrest. The 
suit also alleges Dyer and then – 
OPD Chief John Mina acted with 
deliberate indifference by failing 
to implement an adequate use of 
a force policy that would prevent 
excessive force,” reported Tess 
Sheets.

Many residents in Orlando 
know in the Black and Hispanic 
communities, excessive force 
and police brutality is an ongoing 
issue, and the mayor acts as if it 
does not exist. Between 2010 and 
2014, the Orlando Police Depart-
ment paid out more than $3.3 
million to settle lawsuits against 
officers for excessive force and 
police brutality.

The mayor and the city coun-
cil are ignoring an issue that is 
neither new nor isolated. Over 
a series of months in 2015, The 
National Action Network of Cen-
tral Florida called for Chief Mina’s 
resignation many times, but it 
appeared that the community 
kept forgetting the way they were 
treated in the streets.

Just recently, members of 
Orlando’s civilian police oversight 
board agreed with the Police De-
partment’s decision to discipline 
an officer who kicked a 13-year 
old boy in the chest during an 
arrest. It has been discovered by 
another officer’s body camera 
that the 13-year old boy was in 
a “position of submission” when 
the officer kicked him. They also 
agreed to discipline another 
officer, who failed to turn on his 
body camera during a shooting 
one month later.

There is a fundamental prob-
lem in the Orlando Police Depart-
ment that started with Mayor 
Dryer and continued with Chief 
Mina. There are still some issues 

that exist with the current chief, 
Orlando Rolón,whose perfor-
mance can’t really be judged 
because he has only been on the 
job for five months.

Many of the officers don’t care 
how people of color are treated; 
therefore, it is time for a change 
at the top with Mayor Dyer. For 
16 years, there has been lies and 
cover ups, and the dirt is so deep, 
it is time to clean house.

When only less than 20% of 
the registered voters vote in an 
election, it is time for the people 
to let their voices be heard, and 
vote. The silence from the resi-
dents in Orlando is appalling, and 
it is time to put pressure on Mayor 
Buddy Dyer and now Sheriff John 
Mina.

No one really knows how 
many ongoing lawsuits exist 
against Dyer and Mina, because 
everything is swept under the 
rug. Millions of tax dollars are 
being used to settle lawsuits, 
which could be used to improve 
our communities and the local 
transit system.

Miles Jaye Davis plays over 12 
instruments and is an artist, 
musician, author, painter, 
writer and singer. He is also a 
trained chef. milesjaye.netCount Basie performing at the 

Aquarium Night Club, NYC. 
(Photo: Library of Congress’ 
Music Division / Wikimedia 
Commons) Ella Fitzgerald, January 1940 

(Photo: From theCarl Van 
Vechten Photographs collec-
tion at the Library of Con-
gress. / Wikimedia Commons)

Subscribe Philadelphia Observer
600 Third Avenue, 2nd Floor, New York, NY 10016 

212-213-8585.
philadelphiaobserver.com



Philadelphia O
bserver • O

ctober 16 – O
ctober 23, 2019 • Philaobserver.com

7

7
D O N AT E  YO U R  C A R 

Wheels For Wishes
benefiting 

* 100% Tax Deductible                                                            
* Free Vehicle Pickup ANYWHERE                                
* We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not                                                        
* We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycles & RVs

WheelsForWishes.org
* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or 

financial information, call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Call:(917)336-1254

Make-A-Wish® 
Metro New York

BNC a 24/7 Black news 
network is scheduled  
to launch in November

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent

In a joint teleconference broad-
cast live from the Four Season’s 
Hotel in New York’s Financial 

District, the Black News Channel 
(BNC) and the National News-
paper Publishers Association 
announced the official launch 
date and time for the nation’s first 
24-hour, 7-days a week all-news TV 
channel that will focus on African 
American news.

The new channel promises to 
inform, educate, and empower 
nearly 50 million African Amer-
icans now living in the United 
States.

The potential for the network 
appears almost limitless.

BNC will immediately have 
the potential to reach 33 million 
households daily in all the major 
media markets across the nation.

Combined with the millions of 
readers who consume information 
from NNPA’s Black-owned news-
papers and media companies 
each week, the BNC could quickly 
become the top destination for 
all who want to consume African 
American news on TV and on 
mobile devices.

BNC, which officially launches 
at 6 a.m. on Friday, November 15, 
2019 has agreements with Charter 
Communications, Comcast and 
DISH TV. The network already 
has commitments for carriage in 
major African American hubs like 
Atlanta, New York City, Chicago, 
New Orleans, Houston, Philadel-
phia, Detroit, Washington, DC, 
Baltimore and Los Angeles.

Tallahassee, Florida, hous-
es BNC’s headquarters, and the 
network will have news bureaus 
around the country, including 
Washington, D.C. and New York 
City.

Former Republican U.S. Con-
gressman J.C. Watts is chairman of 
BNC, which is backed financially by 
business mogul and Jacksonville 
Jaguars owner Shad Khan.

“This platform will create a 
venue for the African American 
community to have a dialogue 
to talk about news, education 
and cultural things,” stated Watts, 
who added that the network has 
been in the planning stage for 
many years.

“I had an afro when I started 

this,” Watts referenced.
“It’s especially important to 

have the Black Press of America 
join us in this venture. I bet most 
people don’t realize that there 
are 223 African American-owned 
newspapers in the NNPA, and 
that’s content for us,” Watts stated.

“We suffered a big blow with 
the loss of Ebony and Jet, publica-
tions I grew up reading. But I still 
read the Black Press in Oklahoma 
City, growing up.”

NNPA President and CEO Dr. 
Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr., who par-
ticipated in the teleconference, 
said the NNPA’s partnership with 
the BNC is a profound win-win for 
Black America.

“This year marks the 192nd 
year of the Black Press of America.  
Black Americans striving for excel-
lence in all fields of endeavor give 
life to our culture that attracts and 
impacts all people. We set trends 
for ourselves and others,” Chavis 
stated.

“We’re not a cursed people, 
and we are a blessed people. 
We continue to strive for excel-
lence, and to have Shad Khan 
announced as a primary investor 
for the launch and sustainable de-
velopment of the BNC is of major 
significance,” Chavis noted.

Kahn told NNPA Newswire that 
the decision to back BNC was easy 
once he looked at the mission and 
the business model.

“I am a big believer in the fact 
that we have a number of commu-
nities, obviously especially the Af-
rican American community, who 
are underserved,” stated Kahn, a 
magnate in the auto equipment 
industry.

In addition to the Jaguars, he 
owns the Fulham Football Club 
of the English Football League, 
All Elite Wrestling, and the Four 
Seasons Hotel Toronto.

“I hope that as time goes on, 
this becomes a bridge to connect 
all the cultures, including obvi-
ously south Asian. But I do believe 
there is an undeniable calling for 
everything the Black News Chan-
nel will deliver to African American 
television audiences, who have 
historically been underserved in 
an era where networks have other-
wise successfully targeted news to 
specific demographic groups and 
interests. My decision to invest is 
an easy one because we get to an-

swer that calling,” Kahn explained.
Both Watts and Kahn prom-

ised that BNC will give a voice to 
the varied experiences of African 
Americans and will not just tell a 
segment of the story but will tell 
the entire story.

“We will inform, educate, in-
spire, and empower the Afri-
can American community,” Watts 
added.

BNC will have three primary 
anchor teams who will host the 
network’s evening newscast, 
morning newscast, and mid-day 
D.C. Today Live broadcast. In ad-
dition to primary anchor teams, 
BNC also will have high-profile 
expert contributors who will add 
commentary and information to 
each newscast.

The network will work with 
historically black colleges and uni-
versities to ensure that all African 
Americans have a voice.

A BNC correspondent will ex-
amine life on the HBCU campuses 
and explain why the experiences 
students have at these institutions 
of learning are so meaningful in 
the cultural development of many 
students’ lives. The weekly one-
hour program will focus on what is 
happening at HBCUs that is good, 
positive, and uplifting.

Additionally, one of the many 
topics will include Sickle Cell 
Diseases, the blood disorder that 
disproportionately affects African 
Americans.

Veteran T V anchor Kel ly 
Wright, who will host a 6 p.m. 
show on BNC, said his inaugural 
program would include a segment 
on the NNPA’s missing black girls 
national series.

That series spotlights the more 
than 424,000 African American 
women and girls who have gone 
missing in the United States over 
the past half-decade.

“We’re not looking to be Re-
publican or Democrat. There will 
be current affairs, but we are 
culturally specific to the African 
American community. MSNBC, 
Fox News, CNN may have African 
American faces on their news 
shows, but they are not necessarily 
covering the community from a 
cultural perspective,” Watts stated. 
“We’re not looking to be left or 
right. We will be authentic and 
true to enriched and diverse Afri-
can American experience.”

Oprah says no regrets 
about not marrying or 
not having children

Newyorkbeacon.com

Oprah Winfrey has dedicated 
her life to giving back and 
helping others and she’s 

content with how that’s worked 
out for her.

The billionaire media mogul 
says she has “not one regret” 
about choosing not to have kids 
or not getting married to her 
longtime beau Stedman Graham, 
in PEOPLE’s extraordinary Women 
Changing the World issue.

   Winfrey admits that while she 
once thought about tying the knot 
and having babies early on, she 
believes if she had gotten married, 
she and Graham, 68, wouldn’t be 
together today.

“At one point in Chicago I had 
bought an additional apartment 
because I was thinking, ‘Well, if 
we get married, I’m going to need 

room for children,’” says Winfrey.
But she says her work host-

ing The Oprah Winfrey Show gave 
her insight into the lives of others 
and saw “the depth of responsi-
bility and sacrifice that is actually 
required to be a mother,” which 
served as the catalyst that helped 
change her mind about mother-
hood.

Texas school bus driver 
praised for mowing the Lawn 
at His Students’ Bus Stop

Newyorkbeacon.com

Jerry Martin Jr., a local bus driv-
er for a school district in Texas, 
is being applauded for mow-

ing the tall grass and weeds at his 
young passengers’ bus stop. He 
says he did it so that the students 
he pick up won’t have to stand in 
tall grass while waiting for the bus.

Martin apparently noticed 
during his route one day that the 
students are waiting in the grass 
as high as their waists at one of 
his bus stops in a vacant house’s 
yard. After finishing the route, he 
reportedly went home just to get 
his lawnmower and returned to 
the bus stop to cut the grass.

But it was not the first time he 
has done that.

“Oh, I’ve done it several times,” 
Martin told KWTX. “But this time 
someone just took a picture.”

   The picture was posted by 
Copperas Cove ISD on their Face-
book page. They also said that 
the bus stop near Williams Ledger 
Elementary School was located at 
a property that had been vacant 
for years, the reason why the lawn 
was unkempt.

The officials are praising Mar-
tin who did not wait for anyone 
else to do it and went above and 
beyond his responsibilities as a 
bus driver because he cares for his 
community.

“It was about knee high and I’m 

6 feet tall,” Martin said. “It wasn’t 
just grass. The weeds had popped 
up all over the place and they had 
like sticker things on there and I 
didn’t want the kids worried about 
getting bitten by a chigger.”

The post has received a lot 
of positive comments, including 
those from Martin’s former pas-
sengers who agreed that he has 
always been good-natured.

“He was my bus driver way 
back when. He truly is an amazing 
person,” one former student wrote.

NNPA President and CEO Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr. (pictured at right), who participated in the 
teleconference, said the NNPA’s partnership with the BNC is a profound win-win for Black Ameri-
ca. (Also pictured are Former Republican U.S. Congressman J.C. Watts, chairman of BNC (left) and 
Jacksonville Jaguars owner, Shad Khan, who is a primary investor in the new network center
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Stars come out for Tyler Perry Studios Grand Opening

On the scene

Tamera Mowry-Housley Tyrese Viola Davis, Julius TennonBeyoncé, Jay Z

Tyler Perry Tiffany Haddish Cicely Tyson

Oprah Winfrey, Stedman Graham Sheryl Lee Ralph T. D. Jakes

By Audrey J. Bernard

ATLANTA, GA —  A-list 
luminaries were out Sat-
urday night, October 5, 

2019, to attend the grand open-
ing of Tyler Perry Studios in 
Atlanta which took place on his 
sprawling 330-acre lot. The gala 
opening marked the acclaimed 
director, screenwriter, producer 
and playwright making history 
as the only Black man to own a 
major movie studio in the U.S. 
The star-studded opening was 
attended by Oprah Winfrey, 
Cecily Tyson, Taraji P. Henson, 
Jill Scott, Whoopi Goldberg, 
Tika Sumpter, Keshia Knight 
Pulliam, Spike Lee, Ava DuVer-
nay, Beyoncé and Jay Z, Halle 
Berry, Kelly Rowland, Michelle 
Williams, Tina Knowles Law-
son, Viola Davis, Samuel L. 
Jackson, Debbie Allen, Phyli-
cia Rashad, David Oyelowo, 
Chris Tucker and Patti LaBelle 
along with politicians such as 
Bill & Hillary Clinton, Rep. 
Maxine Waters, Rep. John 
Lewis, Bernice King and Sta-
cey Abrams. The formal dinner 
included entertainment by 
Jennifer Hudson and Mary J. 
Blige. The most profound state-
ment of the evening — which 
summed up everything — was 
said by Tiffany Haddish: “Every 
time that I came in to work here 
at Tyler Perry studios, it was the 
biggest smile on my face. Cause 
I know the history of this place 
— It was a Confederate union 
military base,” Haddish recalled. 
“Trying to keep us enslaved. 
Now it’s owned by a black man.” 
(Photos by Getty Images)
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Entertainment
Remembering

Diahann (beloved “Julia”) Carroll
By Daniel Kreps

Di a h a n n  C a r r o l l ,  t h e 
groundbreaking actress 
who starred in “Dynasty” 

and “Julia,” has died at age 84. 
She was one of the first Black 
actresses to have a major role 
on television.

Carroll’s daughter Suzanne 
Kay confirmed that her mother 
died at home in Los Angeles fol-
lowing a long battle with cancer, 
Variety reports.

“Diahann Carroll walked this 
earth for 84 years and broke 
ground with every footstep. An 
icon. One of the all-time greats,” 
Filmmaker Ava DuVernay tweet-
ed. “She blazed trails through 
dense forests and elegantly left 
diamonds along the path for the 
rest of us to follow. Extraordinary 
life. Thank you, Ms. Carroll.”

An Academy Award for Best 
Actress nominee for 1974’s “Clau-
dine” and the first Black actress to 
win a Tony Award for Best Actress 
for the musical “No Strings” in 
1962, Carroll is best known for 
her trailblazing role as a single 
mother in the sitcom “Julia.”

She was the first Black actress 
in a non-stereotypical role to 
lead a network series. “Julia” ran 
for three seasons from 1968 to 
1971, following its debut season, 
Carroll earned a Golden Globe for 
Best Actress.

During a career that spanned 
7 decades, Carroll also appeared 
in films like 1954’s “Carmen 
Jones,” 1974’s “Claudine” (earning 
her a Best Actress Oscar nomina-
tion) and 1997’s “Eve’s Bayou,” as 
well as roles in TV series like “A 
Different World,” “White Collar,” 
“Grey’s Anatomy” and “Dynasty,” 
in which Carroll played the diva 
Dominique Deveraux in a reoc-
curring role.

Carroll told People maga-
zine in 1984 of her “Dynasty 
role,” which marked her ca-
reer comeback after retiring 
from acting in the late ’70s, 

“They’ve done everything [on 
the show]. They’ve done incest, 
homosexuality, murder. I think 
they’re slowly inching their 
way toward interracial. I want 
to be wealthy and ruthless… I 

want to be the first Black bitch 
on television.”

“The power and impact of Di-
ahann Carroll is immeasurable,” 
Grey’s Anatomy” and “Scandal” 
Creator Shonda Rhimes said in 

a statement to Rolling Stone. 
“As the first, she escorted the 
TV drama into the 20th century. 
Her Julia Baker is queen mother 
to Olivia Pope’s existence. Her 
Dominque Devereux is fairy 

godmother to Olivia’s fierce 
style. Because of her, I could. 
Writing her as Preston Burke’s 
mother was the honor of a life-
time. Knowing her was every-
thing. A hero has gone to glory.”

Diahann as Dominque Devereux in “Dynasty”Diahann and James Earl Jones in “Claudine”Diahann as “Julia”

(Photo: 20th Century Fox Tv/Kobal/Shutterstock)
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Dancing can reverse the signs of aging
Posted By Don Thomas

As we grow older we suffer 
a decline in mental and 
physical fitness, which can 

be made worse by conditions like 
Alzheimer’s disease.

A new study, published in the 
open-access journal Frontiers 
in Human Neuroscience, shows 
that older people who routinely 
partake in physical exercise can 
reverse the signs of aging in the 
brain, and dancing has the most 
profound effect.

“Exercise has the beneficial 
effect of slowing down or even 
counteracting age-related decline 
in mental and physical capacity,” 
says Dr Kathrin Rehfeld, lead 
author of the study, based at the 
German center for Neurodegen-
erative Diseases, Magdeburg, 
Germany.

“In this study, we show that 
two different types of physical 
exercise (dancing and endurance 
training) both increase the area of 
the brain that declines with age. In 
comparison, it was only dancing 
that led to noticeable behavioral 
changes in terms of improved 
balance.”

Elderly volunteers, with an av-
erage age of 68, were recruited to 
the study and assigned either an 
eighteen-month weekly course of 
learning dance routines, or endur-
ance and flexibility training. Both 
groups showed an increase in the 
hippocampus region of the brain.

This is important because this 

area can be prone to age-related 
decline and is affected by diseases 
like Alzheimer’s. It also plays a key 
role in memory and learning, as 
well as keeping one’s balance.

While previous research has 
shown that physical exercise can 
combat age-related brain de-
cline, it is not known if one type 
of exercise can be better than an-
other. To assess this, the exercise 
routines given to the volunteers 
differed. The traditional fitness 
training program conducted 
mainly repetitive exercises, such 
as cycling or Nordic walking, but 
the dance group were challenged 
with something new each week.

Dr Rehfeld explains, “We tried 
to provide our seniors in the 
dance group with constantly 
changing dance routines of dif-
ferent genres (Jazz, Square, Lat-
in-American and Line Dance). 
Steps, arm-patterns, formations, 
speed and rhythms were changed 
every second week to keep them 
in a constant learning process. The 
most challenging aspect for them 
was to recall the routines under 
the pressure of time and without 
any cues from the instructor.”

These extra challenges are 
thought to account for the no-
ticeable difference in balance 
displayed by those participants 
in dancing group.

Dr Rehfeld and her colleagues 
are building on this research to 
trial new fitness programs that 
have the potential of maximizing 
anti-aging effects on the brain.

“Right now, we are evaluating 
a new system called “Jymmin” 
(jamming and gymnastic). This is 
a sensor-based system which gen-
erates sounds (melodies, rhythm) 
based on physical activity. We 
know that dementia patients 
react strongly when listening to 
music. We want to combine the 
promising aspects of physical ac-
tivity and active music making in 

a feasibility study with dementia 
patients.”

Dr Rehfeld concludes with 
advice that could get us up out 
of our seats and dancing to our 
favorite beat. “I believe that ev-
erybody would like to live an 
independent and healthy life, 
for as long as possible. Physical 
activity is one of the lifestyle fac-
tors that can contribute to this, 

counteracting several risk factors 
and slowing down age-related 
decline.

“I think dancing is a powerful 
tool to set new challenges for 
body and mind, especially in older 
age.” This study falls into a broader 
collection of research investi-
gating the cognitive and neural 
effects of physical and cognitive 
activity across the lifespan.

Businessmen and businesswomen dancing in office lobby

Senior couple dancing in the living room
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Diagnosed with ALS at 
14, she’s now a disability 
lifestyle influencer

CNN)

Lauren “Lolo” Spencer was 
that rambunctious girl you’d 
see on the playground: She 

loved running, street hockey and 
dancing. But when she turned 14, 
she started feeling fatigued and 
became concerned after noticing 
that her muscles had begun to 
weaken.

“One night, I reached up to 
grab a plate out of the cupboard, 
and my hand dropped to the 
counter. My arm just completely 
dropped.”

Doctors diagnosed her with 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, 
also known as ALS or Lou Geh-
rig’s disease. The degenerative 
neurological condition weakened 
the active teen’s muscles. By 19, 
she was using a wheelchair to 
get around.

ALS patients typically survive 
two to seven years beyond their 
diagnosis. Spencer, however, is 

not your typical patient. She’s 
been living with the disease for 
18 years.

“My body has changed very 
slowly, thankfully. I just made a 
decision that I was going to live 
my life to the fullest. [ALS] was not 
going to be my story.”

Having used a wheelchair for 
12 years, Spencer knows all the 
everyday hardships that come 
with a disability. But initially, she 
had trouble finding answers or 
help online.

“There wasn’t a lot of people 
talking about disability lifestyles 
and our personal experiences. 
There really wasn’t anyone giving 
the real deal.”

So she turned to social me-
dia and began sharing her own 
“real deal.” Through her Insta-
gram account, @itslololove, and 
her YouTube channel, Sitting 
Pretty, she gives insight, advice 
and support to the disabled 
community.

Mosquitoes 101
By Glenn Ellis

Regardless of where you live 
in the United States, this 
time of year brings some-

thing (other than hot weather) 
that affects everyone: mosquitos. 
No bite is more common than the 
bite of a mosquito.

They are itchy, annoying, and 
can even determine if you go 
outside at all, or if you do, for 
how long.

For the overwhelming majori-
ty of us, that is the extent of what 
w know about mosquitos. Well, 
that’s about to change.

Let me begin by letting you 
know that there are many types 
of mosquitos. There are over 
3,000 different species of mos-
quitos on the planet, with ap-
proximately 175 of them found in 
North America. These jokers have 
been around for more than 30 
million years, so I would expect 
them to be going away anytime 
soon.

Now, since most of us see 
them as these pesky little crit-
ters,  its important to know 
that in many ways, mosquitos 
are the deadliest creature on 
earth! In fact, as a result of the 
diseases they cause, and spread, 
mosquitos are responsible for 
more deaths than all the wars 
ever fought throughout histo-
ry. Truth be told, most of these 
deaths are the result of diseases 
like yellow fever, dengue and 
encephalitis; all transmitted by 
mosquitos.

Even though there are many 
types found in the United States, 
each region of the country tends 
have one of more species that are 
unique to the area. For example, 
one of the most dreaded things 
about a trip “down South” during 
the summer is the reputation of 
the mosquitos. This is all because 
of the notorious Asian Tiger 
mosquito; the most common 
mosquito in the South.

This little booger, unlike most 
“sensible” mosquitos that do 
their biting at dusk and around 
daybreak, the Asian Tiger will tear 
into you at any time during the 
day. This why so many Southern 
picnics and outings are cut short 
due to mosquito bites.

Ok, enough about their gene-
alogy, let’s talk about the actual 
mosquito bite.

Mosquitoes hunt for food 
by detecting body heat and the 
carbon dioxide humans exhale. 
However, only female mosqui-
toes suck our blood. Male mos-
quitoes feed on plant nectars. 
In fact, males don’t have the 
“teeth” for it. Only the female has 
a mouth that is built for piercing 
your skin. In fact, the female 
doesn’t “bite” you; instead she 
pierces your skin in order to suck 
your blood to fertilize her eggs (in 
order to make some more little 
mosquitos to do the same).

Once your skin is pierced, the 
female will begin to suck your 
blood, but it doesn’t stop there. 
She will not only suck your blood, 

but she also spits in her own sa-
liva, containing proteins that will 
keep your blood from clotting, 
and clogging up her “straw”. 
There is also the potential for her 
saliva to contain disease if she is 
carrying a virus or bacteria she 
picked up from another source 
along the way. This is where the 
diseases like yellow fever, den-
gue and encephalitis come it. It 
passes these potential diseases 
on when it “bites”. Since it doesn’t 
get a complete feeding all at once 
meal, she will move around a get 
a little blood from multiple vic-
tims. This is what will increase the 
likelihood of spreading infectious 
diseases.

So now you’re wondering 
about the bite and the itching 
from a mosquito bite!

Well, here’s the deal.
Once you’re bitten by the 

mosquito, your body’s immune 
system releases antibodies that 
are instructed to attack the in-
vading substance. The antibodies 
cause swelling and inflammation 
and contains histamine, which is 
responsible for the itching. The 
problem comes when you (like 
any reasonable human being) 
start to scratch that itch. The 
more you scratch, the more it 
itches! This is made even worse 
if, while scratching, you break 
the skin, leading to a possible 
infection.

So, now the big question: Why 

is that when you’re at a cookout 
with 30 other people, you seem 
to be the one that attracts the 
mosquitos?

Mosquitos are attracted 
to carbon dioxide. We all expel 
carbon dioxide when we exhale, 
so if you want to be totally mos-
quito-proof, just try holding your 
breath (please don’t try this, it’s 
just not possible). Some theo-
ries suggest that they are also 
attracted more to certain blood 
types. No truth to that. Mosqui-
tos pick up your scent over 100-
feet away, and by the time they 
bite, you’ve already been target-
ed. Bottom line, body heat and 
carbon dioxide are what makes 
you a delicious mosquito meal.

There are some tips to keep in 
mind: 1) since pregnant women 
are breathing for two, they tend 
to give off more heat and carbon 
dioxide; 2) athletes sweating is 
another factor that makes a bet-
ter meal; 3) as does anyone who 
sweats a lot in the hot weather; 
4) drinking alcohol will increase 
your internal body temperature, 
making you breath more to keep 
cool in hot weather.

Best advice: drinking water 
to dilute alcohol and sweat/per-
spiration; wear light, long-sleeve 
clothing; use insect repellant.

Remember, I’m not a doctor. 
I just sound like one. Take good 
care of yourself and live the best 
life possible!

Fonzworth Bentley and DJ Envy. 
They enlightened all of us on 
reasons to continue striving in 
the world and dropped knowl-
edge on how important it is to 
network in this industry. What 
I took from the conversation 
was the importance of being 
yourself, connecting with peo-
ple, and how a first impression 
is always what people will re-
member.

I’ve always wanted to be in 
front of a camera and do com-
mercial acting. It was a thrill to 
go to Morehouse College and 
shoot film for the Chevy Blazer. 
The directing crew was awe-
some and treated us like fam-
ily. One cast member told me 
“never forget the little people,” 
which is very important because 
everyone should be treated 

with respect and kindness. You 
should as always remember 
who helped prepare you to look 
a certain way or get you to a 
certain point in life.

After our time in Atlanta, Sha-
ron, Tedarius, and I made our way 
to Greensboro, North Carolina. 
We stopped there on the way to 
our newspaper assignment in 
Washington, D.C. to document     
Magnolia House, which was a 
historic hotel featured in The 
Green Book. It was a pleasure to 
meet the son of one of the orig-
inal owners of the house, and to 
learn the importance of venues 
like it for African Americans 
during segregation. Now we’re 
in Washington D.C. working 
with The Washington Informer, 
and we’re getting to meet a great 
group of people who will show 
us the ropes, and help us expand 
our skills in the media world.

My enthusiasm to be 
great has skyrocketed

From page 7
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12 International

African cocoa growers 
take hard line on prices

(GIN) –

Strike! That’s the sound of the 
world’s top two producers 
of cocoa who say they are 

suspending their sales for better 
prices.

The governments of Ivory 
Coast and Ghana are trying this 
time-honored strategy to address 
the imbalance between farmers’ in-
come and money made by foreign 
commodity markets who scoop up 
most of the profit.

If the strategy sounds familiar, 
it’s the same one described in 
the Greek play Lysistrata where 
the women withheld affection 
from their husbands in order to 
secure peace and end the Pelo-
ponnesian War.

Currently, the majority of 
money does not reach the farm-

ers who live in poverty.
Globally, 85% of the market is 

controlled by companies such as 
Kraft, Mars, and Nestlé.

But according to Ed Croply, 
a journalist, Ivorian President 
Alassane Ouattara and his 
Ghanaian counterpart Nana 
Akufo-Addo would do better 
to focus on processing cocoa 
beans, rather than just growing 
them. As with other commodi-
ties like diamonds or crude oil, 
the labor-intensive work hap-
pens elsewhere.

Of the $100 billion spent an-
nually on chocolate, the African 
Development Bank reckons the 
continent keeps just $5 billion.

A meeting in the Ivory Coast 
in Abidjan on July 3 will discuss 
how to implement this measure 
for the next two years crops.

Former pres of Egypt dies on the 
stand in contentious court hearing

(GIN) –

Egyptian ex-president Mo-
hammed Morsi, persecuted 
by the current military re-

gime according to rights activists, 
collapsed on the stand and died 
after giving testimony in his trial, 
it was reported on state TV.

Morsi, 67, had been speaking 
from the glass “cage” where he 
was confined during sessions. 
He warned of “many secrets” he 
could reveal, when suddenly he 
collapsed.

The leader of the Muslim 
Brotherhood was stricken by a 
heart attack, sources said. State 
TV said Morsi died before he 
could be taken to the hospital.

Mohammed Sudan, leading 
member of the Muslim Broth-
erhood in London, described 
Morsi’s death as “premeditated 
murder” saying that the former 
president was banned from re-
ceiving medicine or visits and 
there was little information about 

his health condition.
“He has been placed behind 

glass cage (during trials). No 
one can hear him or know what 
is happening to him. He hasn’t 
received any visits for a months 
or nearly a year. He complained 
before that he doesn’t get his 
medicine. This is premediated 
murder. This is slow death.”

The former president was 
known to have been suffering 
from several ailments, including 
diabetes and liver disease.

Morsi was elected in 2012 
after the nation’s Arab Spring re-
volts that toppled the autocratic 
President Hosni Mubarak, an ally 
of the U.S. who ruled with an iron 
fist. He led Egypt to become the 
first Arab state to join the attack 
on Iraq but estranged his people 
by the use of torture, denying 
freedom of speech, and enabling 
police violence.

Morsi improved relations with 
the U.S., recognized the state of 
Israel, and developed a work-

ing relationship with President 
Obama that brought temporary 
peace between Israel and the 
Palestinian group Hamas.

But his national legislation 
was a let-down to followers. He 
granted himself unlimited pow-
ers without judicial oversight or 
review.

Soon, the young population 
wanted Morsi to step down 
as well. He was ousted by the 
military in 2013. Hundreds of 
Muslim Brotherhood members 
were sentenced to death follow-
ing proceedings that violated 
due process rights and failed to 
establish individual guilt, Human 
Rights Watch said.

Now, even Morsi’s opposition 
has denounced his treatment in 
prison and the long time he spent 
in solitary confinement.

“Egyptian authorities unlaw-
fully prevented former President 
Mohamed Morsi from contacting 
or receiving visits from his family 
and lawyers. On June 4, 2017, 
Egyptian authorities allowed 
Morsy to receive visits from his 
family and lawyer for only the 
second time in nearly four years,” 
wrote Human Rights Watch.

“Morsi’s treatment is a win-
dow into the appalling condi-
tions suffered by thousands of 
political detainees in Egypt.”

In Turkey, President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan reacted angrily 
to news of Morsi’s death. “History 
will never forget those tyrants 
who led to his death by putting 
him in jail and threatening him 
with execution,” he said in a tele-
vised speech.

And on Twitter, newspaper 
columnist Hisham Melhem wrote: 
“One could argue #Mohamed-
Morsi was not fit to be pres.of 
#Egypt, that he was not a true 
democrat & with known preju-
dices; but he was the first civilian 
democratically elected in Egypt’s 
history. Not as brutal as those 
preceded him or the monstrosity 
that toppled him.” w/pix of Morsi

Sagrada Familia gets building permit after 137 years
(CNN) — 

For 137 years, the construc-
tion of Barcelona’s Sagrada 
Familia had been carried out 

illegally.
That all changed on Friday 

when the Roman Catholic church 
finally received its building per-
mit, according to a Twitter post 
by Janet Sanz, in charge of urban 
planning.

Barcelona’s city council award-
ed the license to the committee 
in charge of completing the 
construction of the church for 
4.6 million euros ($5.2 million), 
Sanz wrote.

The money will be used to 
fund projects designed to miti-
gate the impact of approximately 
4.5 million people who visit the 

unfinished basilica every year.
She told reporters that the 

council had finally managed to 
“resolve a historical anomaly in 
the city — that an emblematic 
monument like the Sagrada Fa-
milia... didn’t have a building per-
mit, that it was being constructed 
illegally,” Agence France-Presse 
reported.

The Catholic temple’s design-
er, Catalan modernist Antoni 
Gaudí, had asked for a permit 
in 1885 from the city council of 
Sant Martí de Provençals, which 
is currently one of Barcelona’s 
neighborhoods, but never re-
ceived an answer, according to a 
Friday blog post from the church.

And even though construc-
tion of the neo-Gothic church 
began in 1882, authorities only 

discovered in 2016 that it never 
had planning permission, AFP 
reported.

Work on the Sagrada Familia, 
which was named a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in 2005, 

may have dragged on for 
an unusually long time, but 
incredibly the edifice remains 
unfinished.

The basilica will have a maxi-
mum height of 172 meters (564 
feet) and will be completed with 
a budget of 374 million euros, 
according to the new building 
permit seen by AFP.

Gaudí, whose idiosyncratic 
works are found across the Span-
ish coastal city, dedicated his life 
to building the Sagrada Familia 
until he was killed by a tram in 
1926.

Since then a string of archi-
tects have worked to finish the 
church according to Gaudí’s origi-
nal design and work is scheduled 
to end in 2026, marking 100 years 
since his death.
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Japan’s fertility crisis 
worsens as births 
fall sharply

Newyorkbeacon.com

Japan’s fertility crisis is wors-
ening, with data from the 
first seven months of this 

year showing the sharpest drop 
in births in 30 years, according 
to preliminary government data.

Births fell 5.9% from January 
to July year on year, as the pool 
of women of childbearing age 
shrinks and more women delay 
having children or decide not 
to have them at all, figures from 
the Ministry of Health, Labor and 
Welfare show.

During this period, the total 
number of births was 518,590. 
For the whole of 2018, the offi-
cial tally of births was 918,397, a 
figure which however excludes 
babies born to foreigners in Ja-
pan and Japanese babies born 
abroad.

The decline in births is “hap-
pening faster than official pro-
jections had envisioned,” said 

Yasushi Mineshima, a spokes-
man for the National Institute of 
Population and Social Security 
Research.

Japan’s birth rate has been 
falling since the late 1970s. In 
2005, it reached a record low of 
1.26, but then seemed to be on 
a path of recovery until it started 
to fall again in 2016, according 
to government figures. By 2018, 
it was at 1.42.

To maintain a stable popu-
lation, countries need a fertility 
rate of 2.1. Last year, it was 1.72 
in the United States but only 
0.98 — or less than one baby per 
woman — in South Korea, where 
fertility rates have fallen to their 
lowest level since records began.

Mineshima believes Japan’s 
crisis is due to a shrinking pool 
of women of childbearing age. 
“The children of baby-boomers 
are reaching their late 40s, which 
is causing a radical drop in births,” 
he said.

Obscure political outsider 
heads for the presidency 
in surprise Tunisian upset

(GIN) –

Exit polls are pointing to 
landslide win for a conser-
vative law professor in an 

upset for the political establish-
ment and the elites.

  Mr. Kais Saied, 61, an unlike-
ly leader for the nation’s restless 
youth, promised to hand more 
power to young people and 
local governments. An expert 
in constitutional law, he taught 
in the Tunis faculty of judicial 
and political sciences from 1999 
to 2018.

  Several of his former stu-
dents praised Saied, in inter-
views with the Times of Israel, 
saying that beneath his tough 
exterior is a devoted teacher.

  “He could spend hours 
outside class time explaining a 
lesson or helping us understand 
why we’d received a certain 
grade on an exam,” one of his 
students tweeted.

 “I am so happy and proud 
of our democracy,” said Rania 
Gnaba, 32, a financial analyst 
who was draped in a Tunisian 
flag. “Saied is going to make sure 
the laws of the Constitution are 
respected. He’s going to fight 
against corruption.”

  Saied became a household 
name when he became a reg-
ular political commentator on 
TV during the drafting of the 
constitution adopted in 2014.

  Preliminary data showed 
that Saied, nicknamed “Robot 
Man’ for his stiff manner, ob-
tained more than 76 percent of 
the vote to beat Nabil Karoui, a 
media mogul whose brash style 
and business-minded image 
reminded Tunisians of President 
Trump.

  “We Tunisians are angry at 
the previous president and gov-
ernments,” Saoussen Attia, 35, 
told Sudarsan Raghavan of the 
Washington Post. “They failed 
us. Today, our dinar is collapsing 
and corruption is everywhere. 
Young people like me want a 
Tunisia that looks like the United 
States or France.”

  As polls closed, Tunisians 
filled the streets of the capital, 
honking their car horns, chant-
ing Saied’s name and waving 
Tunisian flags. Fireworks erupt-
ed over the crowds.

  Voters had chosen between 
two diametrically opposite 
candidates: Karoui, a multimil-
lionaire TV station owner who 
campaigned from a prison cell, 
and Saied, an obscure academic 
who hardly campaigned and 
had to borrow money to register 

as candidate.
  “I am fed up with the polit-

ical system,” said Najwa Sassi, 
45, an employee in a pharma-
ceutical lab who voted for Saied 
in Tunis’s upscale enclave of 
Les Berges du Lac. “But I never 
expected that we would elect a 
political outsider. This makes me 
proud of our democracy.”

  Tunisia was the birthplace of 
the 2011 Arab Spring launched 
by an unemployed college 
graduate who publically commit 
suicide when he was unable to 
find a job. Soon after, dictator 
Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali was 
overthrown.

  Voters hope the new presi-
dent will uproot poverty, battle 
corruption, and build a better 
government that can provide 
health care, education and other 
basic needs.

Uganda outlaws opposition leader’s trademark - the red beret
(GIN) –

The Uganda government is 
taking action against the 
popular red beret, calling it 

official military clothing that could 
earn the wearer imprisonment 
for life.

  According to the new rule, the 
sale or wearing of any attire which 
resembles the army uniform is also 
banned. Prohibited items include 
side caps, bush hats, ceremonial 
forage caps and camouflaged 
baseball caps. 

  “It is prohibited to wear or 
use any decoration supplied or 
authorized for use by any mem-
ber of the defense forces or any 
decoration so nearly resembling 
that decoration and likely to de-
ceive the public,” the government 
document said.

  “Even if you had just arrived 
from Mars, you would have figured 

that there was more to it than that,” 
observed opinion writer Charles 
Onyango Obbo of The East African. 
“The red beret is the trademark of 
opposition parliamentarian Rob-
ert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu, more 
popularly known as Bobi Wine, 
and his insurgent “People Power” 
movement.”

  The ban was most likely a move 
to hamstring People Power, as the 
country gears up for the 2021 elec-
tion, wrote Onyango Obbo in a re-
cently published piece. That’s when 
President Yoweri Museveni will 
bid for a “record-shattering eighth 
term, two of them unelected.”

  “The new rule doesn’t specifi-
cally mention Wine and his brigade 
and was not issued by a general 
foaming at the mouth with rage on 
TV or a president banging tables,” 
the editorial writer pointed out.

  “Still, it was unfashionably old 
school, straight out of the African 

political playbook of years gone 
by. It comes from that time when 
it was treason to photograph an 
African government building, and 
certain death to take a photograph 
at, let alone near, a military bar-
racks or at an airport.”

  Bobi Wine, who announced 
his run for the presidency last 
July, has not yet commented on 
the new rules. But neither he nor 
his followers plan to change their 
attire.

  A tweet by a People Power 
follower confirmed: “So I hear Bo-
sco (derogatory nickname for Mu-
seveni meaning ‘unsophisticated’) 
has banned the red beret. Dude is 
really getting sleepless nights bse 
of People Power. He forgets that 
whatever he intends for our harm 
just pushes us forward. I hear they 
also want to outlaw People Power 
as an illegal group. Nonsense! Keep 
panicking as we keep moving.”
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.
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Book of Toni Morrison quotations 
is due in December

Newyorkbeacon.com

A book of Toni Morrison 
quotations is coming out 
in December.

“The Measure of Our Lives: A 
Gathering of Wisdom” will draw 
from her whole body of work, 
including celebrated novels 
such as “Beloved” and “Song of 
Solomon.”

The foreword is by Zadie 
Smith, adapted from a tribute 
she wrote soon after the Nobel 
laureate died in August at age 88.

A publisher’s note describes 

the book as a distillation of her 
major themes, including “tran-
scendence through imagination; 
the self and its discontents; the 
vicissitudes of love; the whirligig 
of memory; the singular power of 
women; the original American sin 
of slavery; the bankruptcy of ra-
cial oppression; the complex hu-
manity; and art of black people.”

   The compact, 128-page 
compilation was put together 
by Erroll McDonald, executive 
editor and vice president of the 
Knopf Doubleday Publishing 
Group. He told The Associated 

Press on Monday that he thought 
of the book as a response to 
the “tremendous adulation” 
that Morrison received after her 
death. He intends “The Measure 
of Our Lives” to serve as an in-
troduction for new readers and 
an “ideal keepsake” for longtime 
admirers.

The book’s title comes from 
one of Morrison’s most famous 
sayings, about words them-
selves: “We die. That may be the 
meaning of life. But we do lan-
guage. That may be the measure 
of our lives.”

Nobel Peace Prize is 
awarded to Ethiopia 
PM, Abiy Ahmed

Newyorkbeacon.com

The 2019 Nobel Peace Prize 
has been awarded to Ethi-
opian Prime Minister Abiy 

Ahmed who made peace last year 
with bitter foe Eritrea.

He was awarded the prize for 
his efforts to “achieve peace and 
international cooperation”.

Mr Abiy’s peace deal with 
Eritrea ended a 20-year military 
stalemate following their 1998-
2000 border war.

He was named as the winner 
of the 100th Nobel Peace Prize 
in Oslo, where he will receive the 
award in December.

It is worth some nine million 
Swedish crowns (about £730,000; 
$900,000).

   Following the announce-
ment, Abiy said he was “humbled 
and thrilled”.

“Thank you very much. It is 
a prize given to Africa, given to 
Ethiopia and I can imagine how 
the rest of Africa’s leaders will 
take it positively to work on [the] 
peace-building process on our 
continent,” he added in a phone 

call with the secretary of the Nor-
wegian Nobel Committee.

A total of 301 candidates had 
been nominated for the presti-
gious award, including 223 indi-
viduals and 78 organizations.

There had been great spec-
ulation over who would win the 
prize, with climate activist Greta 
Thunberg widely tipped as the 
favorite. Under the Nobel Founda-
tion’s rules, nomination shortlists 
are not allowed to be published 
for 50 years, and the organiza-
tion says any speculation ahead 
of the announcement is “sheer 
guesswork”.

Simone Biles shatters gymnastics 
record – wins 21st medal

Newyorkbeacon.com

Gymnastics phenom Sim-
one Biles became the 
most-medaled woman 

in the sport Tuesday when she 
won her 21st medal at the gym-
nastics world championships.

Biles’ gold medal at the 
competition—her 15th career 
gold, according to CBS News—
helped the women’s USA team 
capture its fifth straight world 
team title.

That team effort, that team 
victory, was what it was all 
about for Biles, who was ready 
to celebrate.

“For all of it,” she told NBC 
Sports. “For the team. For the 
medal count. Fifth year in a row.”

Modesty aside, Biles’ re-
cord-breaking feat puts her in 
line to smash an even high-
er ceiling—by becoming the 
winningest gymnast, man or 
woman.

As CBS News explained:

Biles is now two short of Vi-
taly Scherbo’s all-time record of 
23 [gymnastic medals] among 
men or women.

And Biles is favored to get 
one step closer to that feat with 
an expected victory in Thurs-
day’s all-around final.

Now, hard as it may be for 
some to believe, Biles recog-
nizes that she may not be com-
peting for much longer. At 22 
years of age, she is a true veteran 
among a team of teenagers.
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

Culture
R&B Singer Freddie Jackson receives 
Black Music Honors Legend Award
Freddie Jackson, is one of the most iconic R&B 

male vocalists of all time! His timeless classics 
“Rock Me Tonight (For Old Times Sake),” “Have 

You Ever Loved Somebody,” “Jam Tonight,” “Tasty 
Love,” “You Are My Lady,” and “Nice and Slow,” have 
elevated the chart-topping crooner to legendary 
status!

While Jackson has earned his place as an R&B 
legend, he continues to tour and create timeless 
classics. The 4th Annual Black Music Honors recog-
nized the living legend, presenting him with The 
State Farm Legend Award.

“I’m honored, happy, and still floating! To be hon-
ored by Black Music Honors speaks volumes and I’m 
so grateful to be here to receive this. Often roses are 
given when you’re gone, I’m so blessed to receive 
this adulation while I can enjoy it!,” said Freddie.

Currently airing in broadcast syndication on 
Bounce TV, the star-studded show was hosted by 
television and radio personality, Rickey Smiley and 
Grammy Award-winner LeToya Luckett-Walker. Oth-
er honorees included Yolanda Adams who received 
the Gospel Music Icon Award, culturally-conscience 
eclectic group Arrested Development received the 
Hip Hop Icon Award, Songstress, Tamia, received 
the Soul Music Icon Award and platinum-selling 
group Xscape received the Urban Music Icon Award 
presented by AT&T.

The evening featured several memorable tributes 
including Leon Timbo and Major who performed a 
special tribute in honor of Rock and Roll of Famer, 
Bill Withers. Avery Wilson, Tevin Campbell, and Tony 
Redd received a standing ovation for their perfor-
mance honoring Freddie Jackson.

Additional tributes were performed by Dee-1, 
Jade Novah, Jagged Edge, Jekalyn Carr, Naughty 
By Nature, June’s Diary, Keke Wyatt, Kelly Price, 
Le’Andria Johnson, Melanie Fiona, Travis Greene, 
Mali Music, 702 and more.

The night culminated with founder and chair-
man, Don Jackson, expressing gratitude to the 
honorees, presenters, and performers for making 
the night unforgettable. He stated,” the Black Music 
Honors allows us to celebrate the accomplishments 
of the trailblazers of African-American music.”

The award show began airing in select markets 
on Bounce TV and is slated to air in full on October 
20th. Head to the Black Music Honors website for 
more infomation or click Blackmusichonors.com/
Airtimes.html to check local air dates and broadcast 
times.

The 4th Annual Black Music Honors show is 
Executive Produced by Don Jackson, with Jenni-
fer J. Jackson serving as producer and Michael A. 
Johnson as producer/director. State Farm returns 
as the Black Music Honors title sponsor, in addition 
to presenting sponsors, AT&T, Walmart, Chevrolet, 
Neutrogena Hydro Boost, Stellar TV and Central City 
Productions, Inc.

XscapeTamiaArrested DevelopmentYolanda Adams

Freddie Jackson

Entertainment



Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a 

O
bs

er
ve

r 
• O

ct
ob

er
 1

6 
– 

O
ct

ob
er

 2
3,

 2
01

9 
• P

hi
la

ob
se

rv
er

.c
om

14

14

Eddie Murphy has triumphant return in ‘Dolemite Is My Name’

From Netflix come comedic 
genius Eddie Murphy starring 
as blaxploitation star Rudy 

Ray Moore in Dolemite Is My Name 
which marked the big screen 
return of Murphy who gave up 
Hollywood for a quieter lifestyle. 
The laugh-out-loud movie with 
its 1970s vibe celebrated its 
successful release on Saturday, 
September 28, 2019, at the West-
wood Regency Village Theatre for 
the Los Angeles premiere where 
guests were transported to the 
‘70s and treated to a live perfor-
mance by the almighty O’Jays. 
Joining Murphy on the star-stud-
ded orange carpet were Dolem-
ite Is My Name co-stars Wesley 
Snipes, Tracy Morgan, Samuel L. 
Jackson, Mike Epps, Snoop Dogg, 
Tituss Burgess, Keegan-Michael 
Key, and Craig Robinson.

Dolemite Is My Name has long 
been a passion project for Mur-
phy who was such a big fan of 
the blaxploitation star that he 
reached out to Moore about 
making the biopic before he died 
in 2008. “It’s a great inspirational 
story about this man who did 
something incredible and people 
don’t know about it,” Murphy said 
in an interview on the carpet.

STORY: Eddie Murphy por-
trays real-life legend Rudy Ray 
Moore, a comedy and rap pi-
oneer who proved naysayers 
wrong when his hilarious, ob-
scene, kung-fu fighting alter ego, 

Dolemite, became a 1970s Blax-
ploitation phenomenon. Despite 
clashing with his pretentious 
director, D’Urville Martin (Wesley 
Snipes), and countless produc-
tion hurdles at their studio in 
the dilapidated Dunbar Hotel, 

Moore’s ‘Dolemite’ becomes a 
runaway box office smash and a 
defining movie of the Blaxploi-
tation era.” The movie also stars 
titans of comedy including Kee-
gan-Michael Key, Mike Epps, 
Craig Robinson, Titus Burgess, 

Da’Vine Joy Randolph, Wesley 
Snipes; Snoop Dogg, Luenell, 
and Bob Odenkirk.

DEETS: Craig Brewer (direc-
tor); Eddie Murphy, John Davis, 
John Fox (producers); Scott 
Alexander, Larry Karaszewski; 

Scott Bomar (music); Eric Steel-

berg (cinematography); Billy Fox 
(editor); Davis Entertainment, 
Netflix (production company); 
and Netflix (distributor). Dolem-
ite Is My Name was released 
nationwide on Friday, October 
4, 2019, to critical acclaim and 
begins streaming on Netflix Oc-
tober 25, 2019. (Photos by Getty 
Images)

Craig Brewer, Scott Alexan-
der, Larry Karaszewski

Tracy Morgan, Eddie Murphy

Samuel L. Jackson, Elise Neal, 
Ruth E. Carter, Craig Brewer

Dolemite Is My Name production shot (Courtesy of Netflix)

Titans of comedy attend Dolemite Is My Name Hollywood premiere

Dolemite Is My Name Poster

Craig Robinson The O’Jays Luenell Snoop Dogg, Elise Neal Keegan-Michael Key Da’Vine Joy Randolph
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Barack Obama sends tweet message 
to Sikh man wearing rainbow 
turban for pride

Newyorkbeacon.com

Former President Barack Obama tweeted a 
message of support to a Sikh man who shared 
a photograph of himself wearing a rainbow 

turban in honor of Pride Month.
On Tuesday, Obama told Jiwandeep Kohli that 

he had “a lot to be proud of”:
Obama also wished everybody a “Happy Pride 

Month.”
Kohli, who is bisexual and appeared on ABC’s 

“The Great American Baking Show” in 2018, was 
left speechless by Obama’s response:

Kohli actually posed for the picture at San Diego 
Pride last year, BuzzFeed reported. He shared the 
image again on Saturday to mark the first day of 
Pride Month 2019.

The image went viral and Twitter users flooded 
Kohli’s timeline with heartwarming comments.

Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation 
elects first Black female board 
president, moves to Philly

Newyorkbeacon.com

Philadelphia, PA — Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Founda-
tion (Rush Arts) co-founder 

Danny Simmons has announced 
the organization’s main office 
has moved from New York City 
to Philadelphia, PA. The move 
coincides with a restructure of 
the governing body, its board of 
directors.

“I’m pleased to announce 
that Taneshia Nash Laird has 
been elected President of Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foundation’s 
board of directors,” Simmons 
said. “Taneshia has chaired our 
advisory board for our expan-
sion to Philly since we launched 
RAP – Rush Arts Philadelphia 
– three years ago. She was in-
strumental in us establishing 
relationships with the city ’s 
community leaders. She also 
chaired our first Art for Life 
Philly fundraiser back in No-
vember,” he added. Laird is the 

organization’s first female board 
president since it was founded 
24 years ago.

A poet, visual artist and philan-
thropist, Simmons co-founded 
Rush Arts in New York City in 1995 
with his brothers rap impresario 
Russell and rap artist Joseph “Rev. 
Run” Simmons of the legendary hip 
hop group Run DMC. The Simmons 
brothers created their nonprofit 

with the goal of filling the gap that 
people of color and the disenfran-
chised face in accessing the arts 
and exhibition opportunities. For 
nearly twenty-five years Rush Arts 
has been dedicated to providing 
inner city youth with significant 
exposure to the arts, as well as to 
supporting emerging underrep-
resented artists with exhibition 
opportunities

Spike Lee to present Denzel Washington 
with AFI Life Achievement Award

Newyorkbeacon.com

Spike Lee will present Den-
zel Washington with the 
47th AFI  L i fe  Achieve -

ment Award!
The American Film Insti-

tute  (AFI )  a lso  announced 
M a h e r s h a l a  A l i ,  C h a d w i c k 
Boseman, Jodie Foster, Jamie 
Foxx, Morgan Freeman (2011 
honoree), Michael B. Jordan, 
Issa Rae, Julia Roberts and Cic-
ely Tyson will participate in the 
Galas’ tribute to Washington’s 
life and work.

“Denzel Washington is a 

hero to audiences all over the 
world and an inspiration for 
artists across generations,” said 
Bob Gazzale, AFI President & 
CEO. “Prepare for an extraor-
dinar y night  as  AFI  br ings 
together American film’s finest 
to raise a glass to a national 
treasure.”

Multitalented film, televi-
sion and music video artist 
Melina Matsoukas (AFI Class 
o f  2 0 0 5 )  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e 
2019 Frank l in  J .  S chaf fner 
Alumni Medal,  recognizing 
her  ex traordinar y  creat ive 
talents.

Bag secured: Rihanna is 
now the richest female 
musician in the world

Newyorkbeacon.com

One massive deal with 
French luxury behemoths 
LVMH has put Rihanna 

in rarified company. Forbes has 
crowned her the world’s wealth-
iest female musician at $600 mil-
lion, surpassing Madonna ($570 
million),  Céline Dion ($450) 
and Beyoncé ($400 million).

LVMH, owned by billion-
aire Bernard Arnault partnered 
with Rihanna for not only the 
cosmetics line of Fenty Beauty 
but now a luxury clothing sim-
ply called Fenty. Fenty Beauty 

pocketed a near $570 million in 
revenue in 2018 and the compa-
ny is worth $3 billion. Owner-
ship splits according to Forbes 
are reported 50% to LVMH and 
15% to Rihanna.

  The rest of the singer’s for-
tune comes from the Savage X 
Fenty lingerie line she co-owns as 
well as the millions she’s earned 
from touring and releasing music.

On Monday, the outlet report-
ed that Jay-Z had become hip-
hop’s first billionaire, meaning 
that the two wealthiest musicians 
in the world … once starred on a 
song together called “Umbrella”.

Donna Walker-Kuhne to 
receive Rachel Crothers 
Leadership 
Award
Th e  Le a g u e  o f  Pro fe s -

sional Theatre Women  
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  2 0 1 9 

Tony Award-winner André De 
Shields (Hadestown) will host 
their inaugural Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award Luncheon to 
honor Donna Walker-Kuhne, 
on Thursday, June 27  at Sardi’s 
Restaurant). The event will also 
feature a special performance 
by LaChanze .

The American Theatre Wing 
is best known as the creator of 
the coveted “Tony Award” giv-
en annually for distinguished 
achievement in the Broadway 
theatre. The Rachel Crothers 
Leadership Award is given to a 
theatre woman who has distin-
guished herself in exemplary 
service and sacrifice for a com-
mon cause —a cause which 
leaves our society and the world 
a little better than the way we 
found it.

D onna Walker-Kuhne is 
founder of Walker Internation-
al Communications Group, a 

boutique marketing, press and 
audience development consult-
ing agency. With over 45 years of 
executing marketing and audi-
ence development campaigns 
for Broadway productions and 
cultural arts organizations, her 
team specializes in multicultural 
marketing, group sales, multi-
cultural press and promotional 
events.

CultureAudrey’s reel whirl
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PUERTO RICO
CONDO FOR SHORT SALE

BEAUTIFUL PENTHOUSE APARTMENT IN 
LOIZA FOR SALE. TWO LEVELS FOR MASSIVE 

ENTRTAINING PROVIDING PRIVACY WHILE 
SUNNING AND ELEGANT DINING UNDER THE 

MOON-LIT SKY. MEDETERRENEAN DESIGN. 
CONDO IS ON THE BEACH WITH OCEAN VIEWS . 

PRICED TO SELL. CALL 212-213-8585 

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be ­ rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

ATTORNEY

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To Significant Cash Award. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. For 
Information Call 877-225-4813

AUCTIONS
NYS SURPLUS REAL PROPER-

TY PUBLIC AUCTION: 11/8/19, 
335 Nashopa Road, Mamakat-
ing, NY, 3,767sf colonial, 3.26acs, 
5BR, 3.5baths, fin-bsmt, MINBID 
$249,000; Open House: 11:00am-
1:00pm, 10/15,10/23,11/1; ogs.
ny.gov/NYSStore 518-474-2195

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For 

Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your 
donation is 100% tax deductible. 
Call (917) 336-1254

FINANCE
Denied Social Security Dis-

ability? Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed 
SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help! Win or Pay Nothing! Strong, 
recent work history needed. 866-

979-0096 [Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH
A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 

over a million families find senior 
living. Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-
977-3677

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications available. 
CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-866-569-7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-855-579-8907

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 

EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 888-657-9488.

MISCELLANEOUS

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DI-
AGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home 
repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

TV INTERNET PHONE
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-

nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 1-888-
609-9405

Get DIREC T V! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional 
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 
Fastest Internet. 100 MB per sec-
ond speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO 
CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-977-7198 
or visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/
press

D O N AT E  YO U R  C A R 
Wheels For Wishes

benefiting 

* 100% Tax Deductible                                                            
* Free Vehicle Pickup ANYWHERE                                
* We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not                                                        
* We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycles & RVs

WheelsForWishes.org
* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or 

financial information, call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Call:(917)336-1254

Make-A-Wish® 
Metro New York
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